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TWISP: Like thousands of other college students in the
West, Tom Zbyszewski relished summers in the fire camps -
outdoor work that paid, that was important, that gave him -
a physics major with an acting bent - a little swagger when
he returned to school in the fall. His parents, who had fought
wildfires themselves, weren’t even nervous about it.

One more week, and Zbyszewski, 20, would have been
back at Whitman College, telling stories. Instead, what
authorities described as a “hellstorm” of flame driven by
shifting winds overtook his crew Wednesday after they
crashed in a vehicle while fighting a wildfire outside Twisp,
in north-central Washington. Zbyszewski, 20, was killed,
along with two others, and four were injured, one critically.

“It’s what everybody does up here. It’s part of the cul-
ture,” his sobbing father, Richard, told The Associated Press
in a telephone interview Thursday night. “I fought fires for
years and years and years - I never even got burned. I wish it
was me. I’m an old man.”

The tragedy cast a pall in Washington state and brought
to 13 the number of firefighters killed across the West this
year during one of the driest and most explosive wildfire
seasons on record. At least 10 fires were burning in north-
central Washington’s Okanogan County alone, where entire
towns have emptied as their inhabitants headed for safety.

As conditions deteriorated Thursday, among the newest
mandatory evacuation orders was one for Tonasket, a com-
munity of 1,000 people, and its surrounding area, about 60
miles northeast from where the firefighters were killed.

Those killed Wednesday worked for the US Forest
Service, which identified the other victims as Andrew Zajac,
26, and Richard Wheeler, 31. Their hometowns weren’t
immediately released. All three were from specialized crews
that go into dangerous areas as fast as they can to examine a
scene and report back to commanders on what needs to be
done, said Bill Queen, a firefighting spokesman.

The most badly hurt among the survivors was Daniel
Lyon, 25, a reserve police officer in Milton, who suffered
burns over 60 percent of his body and was being treated in
critical condition at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle.
Lyon’s mother, Barbara, told a news conference at the hospi-
tal that her son loves the camaraderie of police officers and
firefighters. This was his first summer on the fire lines.

“He would call me every day and always tell me not to
worry, things are fine,” she said. “And I would say, ‘Daniel I
pray for you every night, for all your safety, for you and the
others.’” On Thursday, fire investigators with notebooks and
cameras walked the hills near Woods Canyon Road outside
Twisp, a recreation center in the scenic Methow Valley 115
miles northeast of Seattle. The victims’ bodies were removed
Thursday afternoon, each man taken out in an individual
ambulance, escorted by more than a dozen fire and police
vehicles with lights flashing. Firefighters along the route
held their hands and helmets over their hearts.

Twisp Police Chief Paul Budrow said the bodies had been
left were they fell Wednesday so investigators could take
photographs and map out the scene. A complete investiga-
tion is expected to take many weeks. Nearly 29,000 firefight-
ers - 3,000 of them in Washington - are battling some 100
large blazes across the drought- and heat-stricken West,
including Idaho, Oregon, Montana and California. — AP
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LAS VEGAS: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks with people at a town hall meeting in
North Las Vegas, Nev. Clinton’s campaign is facing fresh worries among congressional Democrats about her use of a pri-
vate email account while serving as secretary of state. — AP

WASHINGTON: Hillary Rodham Clinton
is facing fresh worries among congres-
sional Democrats about her use of a pri-
vate email account while serving as sec-
retary of state, as new polls signal that
the inquiry is taking a toll on her presi-
dential campaign.

The Democratic front-runner’s cam-
paign has taken steps to defend her
against allegations she may have put
classified information at risk by using a
private email account and server, argu-
ing she never sent or received material
considered classified at the time.

But Democratic lawmakers said
Clinton’s campaign has not adequately
explained the complicated nature of the
email review and panned some of her
attempts to use humor to talk about the
probe. Clinton joked at a Democratic
dinner in Iowa last week that she liked
the social media platform Snapchat
because the messages disappear by
themselves. And she shrugged off ques-
tions about her server being wiped
clean, asking facetiously in Nevada, “Like
a cloth or something?”

“I don’t think the campaign has han-
dled it very well,” Florida Sen. Bill Nelson
told The Associated Press on Thursday. “I
think the advice to her of making a joke
out of it - I think that was not good
advice.”

Nelson said if Clinton had received
information that should have been
labeled classified or top secret, the per-
son sending the email would bear the
responsibility of making that clear on the
email. “If she is receiving something on a
private email account and it has no des-
ignation, then how would she know that
it is classified?” he asked.

In Republican-leaning Kentucky,
Democratic Rep. John Yarmuth warned
in an interview with WHAS-TV in
Louisville: “I still think there is a chance

that this could upend her campaign.”
“I just never feel like I have a grasp of

what the facts are,” Yarmuth said
Wednesday. “Clearly she has handled it
poorly from the first day. And there’s the
appearance of dishonesty, if it’s not dis-
honest.”

The new concerns follow Clinton’s
decision to turn over her server to feder-
al investigators who are trying to deter-
mine if the data on it was secure.

Clinton holds a wide but narrowing
lead in the Democratic field against
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, who has
picked up ground on Clinton in New
Hampshire and Iowa. Former Maryland
Gov.  Martin O’Malley has pitched him-
self as a fresh face and has tried to gain
traction.

While Clinton holds significant advan-
tages in money and support among
Democrats, polls released Thursday by
Quinnipiac University in Florida, Ohio
and Pennsylvania - three general elec-
tion battleground states - found that
only about one-third of respondents
thought she was honest and trustwor-
thy. Other polls suggest public percep-
tions of her veracity have been declining
as she has dealt with questions about
her email use and potential mishandling
of classified material.

That has prompted Clinton’s cam-
paign to defend her on cable television
and distribute fact sheets to supporters
about the inquiry.

“We understand there is confusion
about the issue and are being more
aggressive in making sure people under-
stand two key facts,” said Clinton cam-
paign communications director Jennifer
Palmieri. “First, that using personal email
was allowed and in keeping with what
her predecessors had done. Two, she
always treated classified materials with
great care, dealt with them in hard copy,

not online, and never sent or received
material considered classified at the
time.”

Clinton’s campaign says she still leads
when compared with Republican presi-
dential candidates in hypothetical
matchups. And her allies predict con-
gressional Republicans will overplay
their hand when Clinton testifies in
October before a GOP-led panel investi-
gating the 2012 terrorist attack in
Benghazi, Libya.

“I’ve been around this block many
times with supposed Clinton scandals. It
just won’t work,” said David Brock, a
Clinton loyalist and the founder of
Democratic super PAC American Bridge.

Clinton told reporters in Nevada that
they were the only ones bringing up the
subject. But she’s mainly been in front of
friendly crowds at this stage.

And others are hearing about it. In
Columbia, South Carolina, on
Wednesday, John Podesta, Clinton’s
campaign chairman, was asked by a sup-
porter how the campaign would defend
Clinton against criticism. He said it would
deploy people to speak up on her behalf
and fight what he sees as political disin-
formation about the email controversy.

“We need to defend her, and we are
going to do that,” Podesta said.
Watching from the sidelines is Vice
President Joe Biden, who is considering
entering the Democratic primaries.
Biden has struggled in two previous
presidential bids, but his entry could
offer Democrats another alternative.

While those in the Democratic field
have largely steered clear of the email
review, O’Malley said Wednesday in Las
Vegas that Clinton’s email practices had
become a “huge distraction” from what
Democrats should be talking about and
said it showed the need for more tele-
vised debates. — AP
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TWISP: Twisp Police Chief Paul Budrow salutes as
ambulances carrying the bodies of three firefighters
killed a day earlier fighting a wildfire near the town
drive past Thursday, in Twisp, Wash. — AP


