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IDOMENI:  Macedonian special police
forces fired stun grenades yesterday to
disperse thousands of migrants stuck on
a no-man’s land with Greece, a day after
declaring a state of  emergency on its
border to deal with a massive influx of
migrants  heading north  to  the
European Union.

A crowd of 3,000 migrants who spent
night out in the open made several
attempts to charge Macedonian police
Friday, a day after after the border was
shut to crossings. At least eight people
were injured in the melee, according to
Greek police.

One youngster was bleeding from
what appeared to be shrapnel from the
stun grenades that were fired directly into
the crowd. Police backed by armored vehi-
cles also spread coils of razor wire over rail
tracks used by migrants to cross on foot
from Greece to Macedonia.

Hours after the clashes, Macedonian
police started letting small groups of fami-
lies with children cross the border by walk-
ing along the railway tracks to the railway
station in the Macedonian town of
Gevgelija. The migrants, many with babies
and young children, spent the chilly and
windy night in a dusty field without food
and with little water. Some ate corn they
picked from nearby fields.

“I don’t know why are they doing this
to us,” said Mohammad Wahid, an Iraqi. “I
don’t have passport or identity docu-
ments. I cannot return and have nowhere
to go. I will stay here till the end.”

Greece has seen an unprecedented
wave of migrants this year, the vast major-
ity fleeing war and conflict in Syria and
Afghanistan. More than 160,000 have
arrived so far, mostly crossing in inflatable
dinghies from the nearby Turkish coast -
an influx that has overwhelmed Greek
authorities and the country’s small Aegean
islands.

Financial crisis
Yet few, if any, of the migrants arriving

want to remain in Greece, a country in the
grip of a financial crisis. The vast majority
head straight to the country’s northern
border with Macedonia, where they cram
onto trains and head north through Serbia
and Hungary on their way to the more
prosperous EU countries such Germany,
the Netherlands and those in Scandinavia.

Last weekend there had been chaotic
scenes at the station as hundreds of
migrants struggled to board trains.

Macedonian police spokesman Ivo
Kotevski said both police and the army
would control the 50-kilometer (30 mile)
border stretch to stop a “massive” influx of
migrants coming from Greece.

“This measure is being introduced for
the security of citizens who live in the
border areas and for better treatment of
the migrants,” he said Thursday. Until
now, the border has been porous, with
only a few patrols on each side. Sealing
it  disrupts  the Balkan corr idor  for
migrants who start in Turkey, take boats
to Greece or walk to Bulgaria, then make

their way through Macedonia or Serbia
heading north to the EU.

Almost 39,000 migrants, most of them
Syrians, have registered as passing
through Macedonia over the past month,
double the number from the month
before. On Greece’s eastern islands, hun-
dreds of migrants arrive each day in over-
laden, often unseaworthy boats. The
Greek coast guard said Friday that a patrol
boat from Europe’s border agency Frontex
had spotted a capsized boat off the island
of Lesbos. One migrant was found dead
and 15 others were rescued.

Separately, the coast guard said it had
picked up 620 people in 15 search-and-
rescue operations in the last 24 hours off
the islands of Lesbos, Samos, Agathonissi,
Leros, Farmakonissi, Kos and Megisti. That
doesn’t include the hundreds more who
have reached the islands on their own.

A Greek government-chartered ferry
carrying about 2,200 mainly Syrian refugees
from the island of Lesbos - which sees the
highest number of arrivals in Greece - was
due to reach Athens later yesterday, the
coast guard said. Thousands of refugees
waiting to head for Athens and then the
border with Macedonia are stuck on
Lesbos, as it is hard to find ferry tickets at
the height of the summer holiday season.

Before heading for Lesbos, the
Eleftherios Venizelos ferry had been used
as a floating refugee registration center on
Kos, another island close to the Turkish
coast where hundreds of people arrive
daily in small boats. — AP

Inquiry will take aim at
top UK military commander
LONDON: A source familiar with the inquiry said: “The real rows
are with the military and service chiefs, particularly about what
happened after the fall of Baghdad. They feel they are being sec-
ond-guessed and have been fighting a rearguard action.  That,
more than the politicians, is where the heat is.” A spokesman for
the inquiry declined to comment on the claim, but it was echoed
by senior figures in the defence establishment.

A former special forces, known as the SAS, commander said: “It
is all very well for us to blame Blair for being overeager to go to
war but the army was being pretty eager too. There is a view with-
in the military that the military advice, planning and conduct will
receive significant criticism and will transfer the finger of blame
from those seeking retribution away from the political leadership
towards the military leadership.”

Lord Dannatt would not confirm whether he had been con-
tacted in the Maxwellisation process but denied that he was to
blame for any delay, saying: “I’m certainly not pushing back.” The
former chief of the general staff, who has previously said that the
overstretched army came close to “seizing up” because of Iraq,
said that he had a lot of sympathy with a group of 29 families who
have threatened legal action if the report is not released this year.

While he conceded that Sir John must allow for Maxwellisation
- named after a case in which the publisher Robert Maxwell was
criticised in a report by the Department of Trade and Industry - he
warned that there was “no time aspect to it”. “I think the problem,
as we all know, is that Sir John Chilcot is following the
Maxwellisation process to the letter and some of those who are
part of that process have chosen to continue to fight their corner
and it seems to be going on and on.”

He suggested that there may be little choice but to impose a
cut-off point.  “Sir John Chilcot himself has either got to impose a
guillotine on the Maxwellisation process or someone like the
prime minister has got to put pressure on him to do that himself,”
he said.  “But I’m not sure how legitimate it is for the prime minis-
ter to do that.” A government spokesman said: “Once
Maxwellisation is completed, the prime minister expects to
receive an update from Sir John on the timescale for the urgent
completion of this independent inquiry.”  — KUNA Macedonian troops fire 

stun grenades at migrants 
Greek ferry carrying migrants heads to Piraeus

GEVGELIJA: A policeman gestures (2nd L) near a group of migrants trying to cross the Macedonian-Greek border while a
woman and children rest next to tracks near the town of Gevgelija yesterday. Macedonia said that it had declared a
“state of emergency” on its southern border with Greece and would draft in the army to help control the influx of
migrants crossing the frontier. — AFP  

Mandela’s grandson
appears in court
on rape charges

JOHANNESBURG: A grandson of Nelson Mandela accused of raping
a 15-year-old girl will remain in police custody, while his defense
lawyers collect more evidence for a bail hearing, a South African
judge ruled yesterday.

Mbuso Mandela’s bail hearing was postponed to Tuesday to give
his defense team more time to locate a witness who they say could
testify that the incident was consensual, a judge ruled.

The judge in the Johannesburg magistrate’s court also ordered
the prosecution to produce the official identity document of the
teenager accusing Mbuso Mandela of rape, in order to settle the
defense’s dispute that the girl is 16, the age of legal consent in South
Africa.Members of the Mandela family were in the cramped court-
room where Mbuso Mandela, 24, appeared calm as he sat behind his
lawyer. He has been in police custody since his arrest last Saturday.
The rape allegedly took place at a restaurant in Greenside, a
Johannesburg suburb, on Aug. 7, police said. — AP

JOHANNESBURG: Grandson of former South African presi-
dent Nelson Mandela, Ndaba Mandela walks out of the
magistrates court where his brother Mbuso Mandela is
scheduled to appear accused of raping a 15-year-old girl,
in Johannesburg, South Africa, yesterday. — AP


