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CAIRO: Participants in the 89th meeting of liai-
son officers of regional bureaus for boycotting
Israel called on Thursday for a unified Arab
strategy to prevent Israeli-made goods and
products from infiltrating into Arab countries.

At the end of a three-day conference held
at the Arab League headquarters, the partici-
pants indicated in a set of recommendations
that “the use of economic boycotting of Israel
has proven its efficacy over decades in serving
Arab objectives.”

In a statement issued by the participants,
they urged the continuation of using this eco-
nomic weapon against Israeli goods and prod-
ucts “as a tool of pressure to coerce Israel to
give up occupied Palestinian lands and respect
all UN resolutions and Geneva accords regard-
ing the illegality of the occupation.”

In doing so, Arab countries are giving direct
support to Palestinians in their existential
struggle against Israel at a time when the
entire Arab region is being convulsed with
momentous challenges, said the statement.

Furthermore, the participants praised all
efforts worldwide by groups and organiza-
tions that, realizing the predicament of the
Palestinians, have voluntarily made the con-
scious decision to boycott Israeli goods and
products.

Success
They praised in particular The Boycott,

Divestment and Sanctions Movement (BDS
Movement) which is a global campaign
attempting to increase economic and political
pressure on Israel to comply with the stated
goals of the movement: the end of Israeli
occupation and colonization of Palestinian
land, full equality for Arab-Palestinian citizens
of Israel, and respect for the right of return of

Palestinian refugees.
They also paid tribute to The National Union

of Students of the United Kingdom (NUS) with
a membership of millions of students and to
over 700 British artists, writers, and academi-

cians who have supported boycotting Israel,
each in their own prescribed field of interest.

Meanwhile, Arab League affirmed an
International “great success” of a campaign to
boycott Israel, as part of an Arab expression of

rejection to Israeli “practices and violations” in
the Palestinian territories. This affirmation was
made in a report by the Arab League that was
presented in the 89th meeting of liaison offi-
cers of regional offices for boycotting Israel.

The report showed that there has been a
worldwide support to the boycott campaign,
causing “unrest” to the Israeli government
which led the latter to seek the US help to
grant Israel a law to protect its economy from

this boycott of all  Israeli  products.
Nonetheless, the US told Israel that it would
not protect Israeli settlements’ products from
this boycott. 

The report highlighted some of the
achievements that have been recorded in the
past year, including European suggestions to
impose sanctions on Israeli banks, Brazil’s can-
cellation of a huge contract with an Israeli
company during the Olympics game of 2016
and the French Orange company’s withdraw-
al of its trade mark in Israel. The Louvre
Museum also declined reception of Israeli
exchange students, the report added. It also
noted that this European boycott incurred
Israel a loss of billions of US dollars in the
years 2013-2014.

The Arab League, an umbrella organization
comprising 22 Middle Eastern and African
countries and entities, has maintained an offi-
cial boycott of Israeli companies and Israeli-
made goods since the founding of Israel in
1948. The boycott is administered by the
Damascus-based Central Boycott Office, a
specialized bureau of the Arab League.

The boycott has three tiers. The primary
boycott prohibits citizens of an Arab League
member from buying from, selling to, or enter-
ing into a business contract with either the
Israeli government or an Israeli citizen. The
secondary boycott extends the primary boy-
cott to any entity world-wide that does busi-
ness in Israel. A blacklist of global firms that
engage in business with Israel is maintained
by the Central Boycott Office, and disseminat-
ed to Arab League members. The tertiary boy-
cott prohibits an Arab League member and its
nationals from doing business with a company
that deals with companies that have been
blacklisted by the Arab League. —KUNA

Arabs unified against infiltration
of Israeli goods to their countries

KFAR QADDUM: A Palestinian protester uses a slingshot to throw a stone towards
Israeli security forces during clashes following a demonstration against the expro-
priation of Palestinian land by Israel in the village of Kfar Qaddum, near Nablus in
the occupied West Bank yesterday. —AFP

Saudi dates festival
‘world class event’

RIYADH: The Buraidah Dates Festival in the city of Buraidah, capital of the Saudi
Arabian region of Qassim, is one of the world’s largest events connected with the
dates industry. The festival, which begins usually early in August, attracts thousands
of dates enthusiasts and producers from within Saudi Arabia and abroad. According
to statistics in the country, there are around 23,000 date trees in the Kingdom, pro-
ducing 400 variety of dates. Saudi Arabia and Iraq are the world’s second largest pro-
ducers of dates. The UAE is the number one date producer in the world with roughly
one million tons of dates annually. —KUNA


