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5 of Egyptian family

killed in Khaitan fire
Concern over ‘lack of fire safety measures’ in buildings 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Five members of an Egyptian expat family died in a
major fire that broke out at their Khaitan apartment yesterday.
The victims, a man, his wife and their three children were found
dead inside their studio apartment by the neighbors, a source at
the Kuwait Fire Services Directorate (KFSD) said. The source said
that the deaths may have occurred due to smoke inhalation
though the exact cause of the deaths could not be immediately
determined. 

According to the source, the neighbors broke open the
ground floor apartment after they found smoke emanating from
the flat and a hot doorknob following a power breakdown in the
building. They immediately informed the fire department officials
who rushed to the scene only to find the dead bodies inside, the
source added.

Meanwhile, an investigation was ordered to find out the cir-
cumstances that caused the fire leading to the tragedy. The KFSD
had issued a warning at the beginning of this year’s summer cau-
tioning the residents about a possible rise in the number of fire
incidents in the country. The escalation of fire fatalities in the last
few years during summer has become a matter of concern for
both the fire department and the residents. According to some
reports, they occur mostly due to a lack of adequate fire safety
measures being adopted by many apartment owners in their
buildings. 

Last June, an Egyptian child sustained fatal burn injuries in a
fire at her family’s apartment in Jabriya. And in March, three Saudi
children died of smoke inhalation after their Saad Al-Abdullah
apartment caught fire. A month earlier, two children died due to
suffocation after a fire gutted their house in Subahiya.

KUWAIT: Fire fighters examine the gutted remains of a studio apartment in Khaitan where five members of an expatriate
family died in a major fire yesterday.

WASHINGTON: Preliminary tests show traces of the
chemical agent sulfur mustard on mortars that Islamic
State militants used to attack Kurdish forces in Iraq, a
senior US military officer said yesterday.

US Brig Gen Kevin Killea, chief of staff for military
operations in Iraq and Syria, said the field testing was not
conclusive, so final tests are underway to learn the full
make-up of chemicals on the fragments.

US officials have been looking into reports that IS
used the chemical weapon mustard gas in the Aug. 11
attack in Makhmour. Similar reports have surfaced in
recent months, including in connection with an attack
by Islamic State militants in Syria. Killea told Pentagon
reporters that Kurdish forces brought the mortar frag-
ments to US forces for testing, so there may be questions
about the chain of custody of the evidence.

It is unclear where IS might have obtained chemical
weapons. Diplomatic efforts by the US and Russia follow-
ing a chemical weapons attack in Syria in 2013 led to the
removal or destruction of the Syrian government’s
chemical weapons stockpiles. But questions remain
about whether some of those chemicals escaped
destruction or if militants have been able to obtain them
in other ways. — AP

JERUSALEM: An Israeli strike on Syria
killed at least six people yesterday,
Syrian state television said, with Israel
alleging they were Iran-backed mili-
tants who fired rockets across the bor-
der.

Yesterday’s air raid followed more
than a dozen Israeli strikes on Thursday
night which killed one person and
wounded seven, a Syrian military source
said. Israeli Defense Minister Moshe
Yaalon said yesterday’s raid hit mem-
bers of a unit which on Thursday fired
four rockets into northern Israel’s Galilee
region and the Israeli-occupied zone of
the Golan, in attacks that did not cause
any casualties.

“Elimination of the squad which fired

at Israel yesterday is further proof that
we shall not tolerate any attempt to dis-
rupt the lives of Israeli citizens or harm
their security,” he said in a statement.

“Those who want to do so should
know that the Israeli military and securi-
ty forces will pursue them to the end
and get our hands on them, anytime
and anywhere.” Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said that it was his
government’s policy to “hurt anybody
who tries to hurt us”.

“We have no wish to escalate events
but we are sticking by our policy,” he
said in a statement. “The Israel Defence
Forces hit the squad that carried out the
fire and the Syrian forces which allowed
it.” An Israeli military source said that

yesterday’s strike killed “four or five
men” who he said were members of the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad operating in
Syria. Syrian state TV however described
the five killed as unarmed civilians, while
the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, a British-based monitoring
group, said they were members of the
pro-regime National Defence Forces.

Israel earlier said that it hit 14 Syrian
army positions in the Syrian-controlled
sector of the Golan Heights on Thursday
night in response to the rocket attacks.
Previous cross-border fire has frequently
been attributed to spillover from fight-
ing inside Syria and to Islamist rebels
holding ground close to the Israeli-held
sector of the strategic Golan. — AFP
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