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5 of Egyptian family

killed in Khaitan fire
Concern over ‘lack of fire safety measures’ in buildings 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Five members of an Egyptian expat family died in a
major fire that broke out at their Khaitan apartment yesterday.
The victims, a man, his wife and their three children were found
dead inside their studio apartment by the neighbors, a source at
the Kuwait Fire Services Directorate (KFSD) said. The source said
that the deaths may have occurred due to smoke inhalation
though the exact cause of the deaths could not be immediately
determined. 

According to the source, the neighbors broke open the
ground floor apartment after they found smoke emanating from
the flat and a hot doorknob following a power breakdown in the
building. They immediately informed the fire department officials
who rushed to the scene only to find the dead bodies inside, the
source added.

Meanwhile, an investigation was ordered to find out the cir-
cumstances that caused the fire leading to the tragedy. The KFSD
had issued a warning at the beginning of this year’s summer cau-
tioning the residents about a possible rise in the number of fire
incidents in the country. The escalation of fire fatalities in the last
few years during summer has become a matter of concern for
both the fire department and the residents. According to some
reports, they occur mostly due to a lack of adequate fire safety
measures being adopted by many apartment owners in their
buildings. 

Last June, an Egyptian child sustained fatal burn injuries in a
fire at her family’s apartment in Jabriya. And in March, three Saudi
children died of smoke inhalation after their Saad Al-Abdullah
apartment caught fire. A month earlier, two children died due to
suffocation after a fire gutted their house in Subahiya.

KUWAIT: Fire fighters examine the gutted remains of a studio apartment in Khaitan where five members of an expatriate
family died in a major fire yesterday.

WASHINGTON: Preliminary tests show traces of the
chemical agent sulfur mustard on mortars that Islamic
State militants used to attack Kurdish forces in Iraq, a
senior US military officer said yesterday.

US Brig Gen Kevin Killea, chief of staff for military
operations in Iraq and Syria, said the field testing was not
conclusive, so final tests are underway to learn the full
make-up of chemicals on the fragments.

US officials have been looking into reports that IS
used the chemical weapon mustard gas in the Aug. 11
attack in Makhmour. Similar reports have surfaced in
recent months, including in connection with an attack
by Islamic State militants in Syria. Killea told Pentagon
reporters that Kurdish forces brought the mortar frag-
ments to US forces for testing, so there may be questions
about the chain of custody of the evidence.

It is unclear where IS might have obtained chemical
weapons. Diplomatic efforts by the US and Russia follow-
ing a chemical weapons attack in Syria in 2013 led to the
removal or destruction of the Syrian government’s
chemical weapons stockpiles. But questions remain
about whether some of those chemicals escaped
destruction or if militants have been able to obtain them
in other ways. — AP

JERUSALEM: An Israeli strike on Syria
killed at least six people yesterday,
Syrian state television said, with Israel
alleging they were Iran-backed mili-
tants who fired rockets across the bor-
der.

Yesterday’s air raid followed more
than a dozen Israeli strikes on Thursday
night which killed one person and
wounded seven, a Syrian military source
said. Israeli Defense Minister Moshe
Yaalon said yesterday’s raid hit mem-
bers of a unit which on Thursday fired
four rockets into northern Israel’s Galilee
region and the Israeli-occupied zone of
the Golan, in attacks that did not cause
any casualties.

“Elimination of the squad which fired

at Israel yesterday is further proof that
we shall not tolerate any attempt to dis-
rupt the lives of Israeli citizens or harm
their security,” he said in a statement.

“Those who want to do so should
know that the Israeli military and securi-
ty forces will pursue them to the end
and get our hands on them, anytime
and anywhere.” Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said that it was his
government’s policy to “hurt anybody
who tries to hurt us”.

“We have no wish to escalate events
but we are sticking by our policy,” he
said in a statement. “The Israel Defence
Forces hit the squad that carried out the
fire and the Syrian forces which allowed
it.” An Israeli military source said that

yesterday’s strike killed “four or five
men” who he said were members of the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad operating in
Syria. Syrian state TV however described
the five killed as unarmed civilians, while
the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights, a British-based monitoring
group, said they were members of the
pro-regime National Defence Forces.

Israel earlier said that it hit 14 Syrian
army positions in the Syrian-controlled
sector of the Golan Heights on Thursday
night in response to the rocket attacks.
Previous cross-border fire has frequently
been attributed to spillover from fight-
ing inside Syria and to Islamist rebels
holding ground close to the Israeli-held
sector of the strategic Golan. — AFP
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US: Tests show mustard 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah arrived in the UK
Thursday. His Highness the Amir was received at the airport by Sheikh Ahmed Al-Humoud Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait’s Ambassador to the UK Khaled Abdulaziz Al-Dewaisan and a number
of diplomats at the Kuwait embassy. — KUNA

CAIRO: The Arab League valued recent
support by some Arab states, particularly
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and UAE, which
helped the UN Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNR-
WA) to resume its activity after suffering a
severe financial crisis that halted its educa-
tional activity for the next period.

These countries responded to calls
made by League’s Secretary General
Nabil Al-Araby, UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon, and UNRWA’s Commissioner
General, providing financial aid that led
to resumption of the agency’s education-
al missions, Ambassador Mohammad
Subaih, the Arab League’s Assistant

Secretary General for Palestinian and
Arab Occupied Land Affairs, said in a
statement Thursday.

These contributions were received with
appreciation and respect by UNRWA and
the Palestinian people and leadership,
Subaih said, noting that the agency’s crisis
was due to Israeli wars on the Gaza Strip
and deterioration of situations in Syria,
which is one of UNRWA’s mission areas and
hosts 13 refugee camps. These crises
caused a financial deficit of around $101
million for UNRWA, forcing the agency to
halt its educational activity for Palestinian
refugees, including 700,000 Palestinian
children, he said. — KUNA

MILAN: The Kuwaiti pavilion at Expo Milano
2015 is recording high daily turnout of visi-
tors, making it one of most attractive pavil-
ions at the international fair.

Kuwait’s Delegate to Expo Milano and
Assistant Undersecretary for External Media
Sector at the Information Ministry Faisal Al-
Mutallaqem said in a statement that over
10,500 people visited the pavil ion on
Wednesday.

The number of visitors is steadily growing
since the opening of the Expo on May 1, he
said, adding that the pavilion is approaching
its full daily accommodation capacity of an
estimated 11,000 persons. This high turnout
shows the world’s interest in catching a
glimpse of Kuwaiti heritage and develop-
ment march, he noted. He lauded the out-

standing efforts exerted by the Kuwaiti team
running the pavilion to turn Kuwaiti partici-
pation in the international event into a real
success.

Earlier this month, the pavilion received
visitor number 750,000. The Kuwaiti pavilion,
themed ‘Challenge of Nature,’ shows how
the Kuwaitis made the desert inhabitable,
and continue to do so, using education, tech-
nology, science and renewable energy to
establish a modern, vibrant and growing
community, which can contribute to global
development and to feeding the world.

Expo Milan is a major international exhibi-
tion that has been held every five years since
the 19th century. Covering 272 Acres, the
event expects an estimated 29 million visitors
from May 1 to October 31, 2015. — KUNA

10,500 visitors to Kuwait
pavilion at Expo Milano 

Arab League values
Kuwait’s contributions

to save UNRWA
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Services Directorate (KFSD) responded to an emer-
gency call reporting an accident on King Fahad Road yesterday. Firemen
from the Farwaniya fire center headed to the scene and helped free a
number of people who were trapped inside their wrecked vehicles. One
man was rushed to the hospital in a critical condition. An investigation was
opened to reveal the circumstances behind the accident.

Sailors saved
Salmiya sea rescue teams saved people on a boat loaded with sheep

after water started leaking inside. The boat was coming from Iran. Rescue
men found 200 sheep and six persons on board, which caused large
amounts of water to rise to the surface of the boat. The water was pumped
out to reduce the weight and secure the sailors. No injuries were reported.

Farm fire
A farm in Wafra area went ablaze, prompting the area’s fire center to

respond. The fire started in wooden material and trash, while firefighters’
quick response prevented the flames from spreading. No injuries were
reported.

Man critically injured in crash

Kuwait Airways
allocates 17 Hajj
flights to Saudi

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways allocated 17 flights
with a total of 3,000 seats this Hajj season,
regional director of the national airlines Nasser
Khurshaid announced. The takeoff date to
King Abdulaziz International Airport in Jeddah
will be on September 14, while the return date
will be on September 27, Khurshaid said in a
press conference on Thursday. 

He added that 6,400 pilgrims from Kuwait
will perform Hajj this season, pointing out that
facilitations have been made among Hajj mis-
sion offices, Kuwait Directorate of Civil Aviation
and Ministry of Interior to make this third sea-
son of Hajj easier and smoother.

Meanwhile, director of passports at Kuwait
airport Colonel Bader Al-Shaye stressed that
pilgrims should ensure the validity of their
passports, their Civil IDs and their residential
visas (for non-Kuwaitis) before traveling.

Focus on rituals
The Vice Custodian of the Two Holy

Mosques Prince Mohammed bin Naif bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud had called on the pilgrims at
the onset of the new Hajj season to avoid any-
thing that might divert their attention from the
rites. Presiding over a meeting of the Supreme
Hajj Committee, Prince Mohammad affirmed
that all state bodies, particularly the security
services, are mobilized for providing the best
services to pilgrims at the behest of King
Salman bin Abdul-Aziz Al Saud.

He stated that the Kingdom adopts the pol-
icy of zero tolerance against any behavior or
act that could undermine the Hajj season.
“Any violation will be dealt with utmost deci-
siveness,” the Saudi Press Agency (SPA) quoted
him as telling the committee members. He
urged pilgrims to devote themselves to per-
forming Hajj rites away from acts and slogans
contradicting Islam, undermining Hajj or hurt-
ing the pilgrims’ feelings. — KUNA

Firefighters pictured at the scene of the acci-
dent on King Fahad Road.

A rescuer stands among sheep on board of a
boat that was damaged en route to Kuwait.

Flames seen at a Wafra farm.

GAZA CITY: The Falah Specialized Medical Center of Kuwait’s Al-Falah Charitable Organization carried out medical campaigns in the Gaza Strip recently, sponsored by the Kuwaiti
Patients Helping Fund. More than 1,000 patients benefited from medical checkups offered free of charge. - KUNA
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CAIRO: Participants in the 89th meeting of liai-
son officers of regional bureaus for boycotting
Israel called on Thursday for a unified Arab
strategy to prevent Israeli-made goods and
products from infiltrating into Arab countries.

At the end of a three-day conference held
at the Arab League headquarters, the partici-
pants indicated in a set of recommendations
that “the use of economic boycotting of Israel
has proven its efficacy over decades in serving
Arab objectives.”

In a statement issued by the participants,
they urged the continuation of using this eco-
nomic weapon against Israeli goods and prod-
ucts “as a tool of pressure to coerce Israel to
give up occupied Palestinian lands and respect
all UN resolutions and Geneva accords regard-
ing the illegality of the occupation.”

In doing so, Arab countries are giving direct
support to Palestinians in their existential
struggle against Israel at a time when the
entire Arab region is being convulsed with
momentous challenges, said the statement.

Furthermore, the participants praised all
efforts worldwide by groups and organiza-
tions that, realizing the predicament of the
Palestinians, have voluntarily made the con-
scious decision to boycott Israeli goods and
products.

Success
They praised in particular The Boycott,

Divestment and Sanctions Movement (BDS
Movement) which is a global campaign
attempting to increase economic and political
pressure on Israel to comply with the stated
goals of the movement: the end of Israeli
occupation and colonization of Palestinian
land, full equality for Arab-Palestinian citizens
of Israel, and respect for the right of return of

Palestinian refugees.
They also paid tribute to The National Union

of Students of the United Kingdom (NUS) with
a membership of millions of students and to
over 700 British artists, writers, and academi-

cians who have supported boycotting Israel,
each in their own prescribed field of interest.

Meanwhile, Arab League affirmed an
International “great success” of a campaign to
boycott Israel, as part of an Arab expression of

rejection to Israeli “practices and violations” in
the Palestinian territories. This affirmation was
made in a report by the Arab League that was
presented in the 89th meeting of liaison offi-
cers of regional offices for boycotting Israel.

The report showed that there has been a
worldwide support to the boycott campaign,
causing “unrest” to the Israeli government
which led the latter to seek the US help to
grant Israel a law to protect its economy from

this boycott of all  Israeli  products.
Nonetheless, the US told Israel that it would
not protect Israeli settlements’ products from
this boycott. 

The report highlighted some of the
achievements that have been recorded in the
past year, including European suggestions to
impose sanctions on Israeli banks, Brazil’s can-
cellation of a huge contract with an Israeli
company during the Olympics game of 2016
and the French Orange company’s withdraw-
al of its trade mark in Israel. The Louvre
Museum also declined reception of Israeli
exchange students, the report added. It also
noted that this European boycott incurred
Israel a loss of billions of US dollars in the
years 2013-2014.

The Arab League, an umbrella organization
comprising 22 Middle Eastern and African
countries and entities, has maintained an offi-
cial boycott of Israeli companies and Israeli-
made goods since the founding of Israel in
1948. The boycott is administered by the
Damascus-based Central Boycott Office, a
specialized bureau of the Arab League.

The boycott has three tiers. The primary
boycott prohibits citizens of an Arab League
member from buying from, selling to, or enter-
ing into a business contract with either the
Israeli government or an Israeli citizen. The
secondary boycott extends the primary boy-
cott to any entity world-wide that does busi-
ness in Israel. A blacklist of global firms that
engage in business with Israel is maintained
by the Central Boycott Office, and disseminat-
ed to Arab League members. The tertiary boy-
cott prohibits an Arab League member and its
nationals from doing business with a company
that deals with companies that have been
blacklisted by the Arab League. —KUNA

Arabs unified against infiltration
of Israeli goods to their countries

KFAR QADDUM: A Palestinian protester uses a slingshot to throw a stone towards
Israeli security forces during clashes following a demonstration against the expro-
priation of Palestinian land by Israel in the village of Kfar Qaddum, near Nablus in
the occupied West Bank yesterday. —AFP

Saudi dates festival
‘world class event’

RIYADH: The Buraidah Dates Festival in the city of Buraidah, capital of the Saudi
Arabian region of Qassim, is one of the world’s largest events connected with the
dates industry. The festival, which begins usually early in August, attracts thousands
of dates enthusiasts and producers from within Saudi Arabia and abroad. According
to statistics in the country, there are around 23,000 date trees in the Kingdom, pro-
ducing 400 variety of dates. Saudi Arabia and Iraq are the world’s second largest pro-
ducers of dates. The UAE is the number one date producer in the world with roughly
one million tons of dates annually. —KUNA
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Woman hospitalized
after suicide attempt

Sponsors leave maid with broken leg

Sources warn against 
‘weak’ security 

measures at borders
KUWAIT: Official sources warned against ‘careless’ security
procedures noticed at some border crossings, while stress-
ing that the alarming situation in the area requires caution
and increased vigilance.

According to the sources who spoke on the condition of
anonymity, the counter at Kuwait International Airport
where veil-faced women are searched does not have
female employees at many times, creating a loophole that
may lead to the escape of any suspect who could be
dressed in women clothing. Meanwhile, the sources said
that the inspection process for vehicles at Nuwaiseeb is
done in a routine way, warning that some employees
stamp the entry forms without inspecting the cars most
often, which makes it easier to bring in banned material
such as what happened with the explosives belt used in
the terrorist attack on Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque on June 26,
2015. —Al-Qabas

Kuwaiti workers
cry injustice

KUWAIT: A large number of Kuwaiti workers in private oil
companies lodged complaints to the Manpower Public
Authority that sub-contractors take away their allowances
and deprive them of their financial rights as mentioned in
the law. On that regard, the manpower authority held a
meeting with the companies in question and representa-
tives of national labor authorities, and discussed the prob-
lem which affects nearly 3,000 Kuwaiti workers. The man-
power authority’s acting director Abdallah Al-Mutoutah
said that employees were asked to give companies a grace
period in order to discuss the matter with Kuwait Oil
Company (KOC). The workers refused however, so the
issue was sent to a special committee to study the issue
before it is sent to court. —Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: An Egyptian woman was
admitted to Farwaniya hospital’s
intensive care unit after ingesting a
large number of pills in a bid to
end her life, according to investi-
gations. The woman had reported-
ly arrived to the hospital uncon-
scious. Meanwhile, a case was filed
for investigations. Separately, a
Bangladeshi man was found dead
in an Abdaly farm in an apparent
suicide. The man’s body was found
hanging dead from a rope that was
tied to the ceiling of a room in the
farm. Investigations are ongoing in
the case.

Maid attacked
Taima police pressed charges

against a citizen and his wife for
beating and breaking the leg of
their domestic helper. Jahra hospi-
tal investigator said a Filipina maid
was brought in suffering from a
broken leg and bruises.  The
woman said she was attacked by
her sponsor and his wife. A case
was filed.

Photocopy
A man who appeared in a video

that went viral on social media
while burning what appeared to

be a KD10 bill cannot face charges
because the banknote is not real,
a security source said. The man
was reportedly  ident i f ied and
approached by detectives; who
discovered that the banknote he
burned was just a photocopy, the
source explained. 

Robbery
Jahra police received a com-

plaint from a man claiming that
K D  4 , 0 0 0  w e r e  s t o l e n  f r o m
under his bed. He did not press
c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  a n y o n e .
Meanwhile, an unknown person
robbed an expat in Naeem after
beating him. The suspect stole
t w o  p h o n e s  f r o m  h i s  v i c t i m
b e f o r e  e s c a p i n g  i n  a  c a r .  T h e
v i c t i m  g a v e  p o l i c e  t h e  c a r ’ s
details.

Officers insulted
Hawally prosecutor charged three

citizens including a woman of insult-
ing and threatening a public
employee. Two officers had told
Salmiya police station officers that
they were insulted by a violator
whose relative was with him, adding
that both attacked them. A relative
of the two suspects went to the
police station and threatened the
officer in charge of harm. Separately,
a police captain accused a citizen of
insulting him. A security source said
a boutique owner told police that a
woman accompanied by a man
entered the shop, and then the
woman wore some clothes from the
shop and wanted to leave with
them. The source said that a patrol
went to the shop, after which the
woman threatened and insulted the
officer.

Fake policemen caught
Two persons were sent to the rel-

evant authorities for suspicion of
being involved in several armed rob-
beries while posing as police officers.
The two men confessed to being
forgers. Four forged civil IDs, a sword
and three sharp objects were found
with their possession. —Al-Anbaa

Smuggling foiled
Airport customs officers foiled

a Bangladeshi man’s attempt to
smuggle marijuana into Kuwait,
supervisor Suleiman Al-Fahad
said. The man was searched after
customs officers noticed that he
was nervous, and 1,000 grams of
marijuana were found in his bag.

Solution

Problem

Al-Anbaa
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‘It’s dirty to kill your 

daddy’ rages Le Pen

Macedonian troops fire 

stun grenades at migrants 

PYONGYANG: North Korea’s General Reconnaissance Bureau Director Kim Yong Chol, bottom, takes his seat prior to the start of a briefing for foreign diplomats regarding the latest
situation at the border between the two Koreas at the People’s Cultural House in Pyongyang, North Korea, yesterday.  — AP

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un put
his frontline troops on a war footing yesterday
to back up an ultimatum for South Korea to halt
high-decibel propaganda broadcasts across the
border.

The move came as military tensions on the
divided Korean peninsula soared following a
rare exchange of artillery fire on Thursday that
put the South Korean army on maximum alert.

Technically, the two Koreas have been at war
for the past 65 years, as the 1950-53 Korean con-
flict ended with a ceasefire that was never rati-
fied by a formal peace treaty.

Kim has given similarly bellicose orders in the
past, most recently in 2013 when he declared “a
state of war” with the South, although no clash-
es resulted. Over the decades, South Koreans
have become accustomed to the North’s
provocative and belligerent behaviour, and
there was no sense of public panic in Seoul
despite the dire threats.

Kim chaired an emergency meeting late
Thursday of the North’s powerful Central
Military Commission (CMC) which endorsed the
ultimatum for the South to switch off its propa-
ganda unit loudspeakers by Saturday afternoon

or face military action. South Korea’s defence
ministry insisted the loudspeakers would keep
operating.

According to the official KCNA news agency,
Kim ordered frontline, combined units of the
Korean People’s Army (KPA) to “enter a wartime
state” from Friday 5:00 pm (0830 GMT).

The troops should be “fully battle ready to
launch surprise operations” while the entire
frontline should be placed in a “semi-war state”,
KCNA quoted him as saying.

‘Reckless acts’ 
In response, the South Korean Joint Chiefs of

Staff urged the KPA to refrain from any “reckless
acts”.

South Korean television broadcast images of
President Park Geun-Hye wearing army fatigues
as she addressed a meeting of top military com-
manders outside Seoul.

“Any provocations by North Korea will not be
tolerated,” Park told the gathering. The United
States urged Pyongyang to avoid any further
escalation, with the Pentagon stressing it
remained firmly committed to defending ally
South Korea.

Direct exchanges of fire across the inter-
Korean land border are extremely rare-mainly,
analysts say, because both sides recognise the
risk of a sudden and potentially disastrous esca-
lation.

But Yoo Ho-Yeol, a professor of North Korean
studies at Korea University in Seoul, said
although previous episodes of tense brinkman-
ship had not escalated into conflict, this could
not be ruled out.

“We’ve been here before several times, but
that doesn’t mean it isn’t still dangerous,” said
Yoo said. “There’s a real possibility of this con-
frontation leading to some sort of armed clash.”
The last direct attack on the South was in
November 2010 when North Korea shelled the
South Korean border island of Yeonpyeong,
killing two civilians and two soldiers.

Seoul said Thursday’s artillery exchange was
triggered by North Korea firing several shells in
the rough direction of one of its border propa-
ganda units. The South responded by firing
“dozens” of 155mm howitzer rounds.

Nearly all the shells from both sides landed
in their respective halves of  the demilitarized
zone (DMZ), a four-kilometre-wide (2.5-mile-

wide) buffer zone that straddles the actual
frontier line.

Rising tensions 
Tensions were already on high-simmer

before the shelling, following mine blasts that
maimed two members of a South Korean bor-
der patrol this month and the launch Monday of
a major South Korea-US military exercise that
infuriated Pyongyang.

Seoul said the mines were placed by North
Korea and responded by resuming the high-
decibel propaganda broadcasts after more than
a decade.

Meanwhile, the Unification Ministry in Seoul,
which oversees cross-border affairs, announced
it was restricting access to the North-South’s
joint industrial zone at Kaesong. Only South
Koreans with direct business interests in
Kaesong-which lies 10 kilometres inside North
Korea-would be allowed to travel there, a min-
istry spokesman said. The Kaesong industrial
estate hosts about 120 South Korean firms
employing some 53,000 North Korean workers
and is a vital source of hard currency for the
cash-strapped North. — AFP

Kim puts troops on war footing with S Korea
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Syrian enemies share
Greek ferry voyage
into the unknown

AEGEAN SEA: When the paths of an injured Syrian opposition activist, a
disenchanted Kurdish youth and a regime loyalist converge on a ferry
travelling across the Aegean Sea to Athens, they barely talk to each other.
It’s a painful symbol of the Syrian war that the three struggle to forget
even now that they are literally in the same boat heading towards an
unknown future. Jalal, who is 38 and comes from Daraa city where a pro-
democracy uprising began in 2011, puffs a cigarette on the deck as night
falls. He says he has met supporters of President Bashar al-Assad’s regime
on the often dangerous journey from Turkey to Greece’s Kos, a resort
island facing a massive influx of refugees desperate to reach Europe.

“I try not to discuss Syria with them as I know we just won’t agree,” he
admits, his eyes bloodshot from the exhaustion of sleeping rough in Kos,
which has come to be seen as the chaotic epicentre of Europe’s worst
migration crisis since World War II. “Even if the Syrian war ended now, I
think it would take years for things to go back to a semblance of normali-
ty,” he says. Syria’s uprising morphed into a savage multi-front conflict
that has claimed 250,000 lives and forced more than four million people
to flee the country. Jalal, who speaks fluent Turkish, wants to go to
Germany where he hopes to find work within the large Turkish communi-
ty “until I get my papers”. Jalal’s eyes well up with tears as he lifts his shirt
to show the scar from a gunshot wound to his abdomen.

Their eyes meet 
“My sister was shot dead by an army sniper when I was trying to rescue

her from her neighbourhood, which was under attack (in 2012). I was shot
too, but I survived,” he said. “The war is like this ship. I can’t get out of the
ship and stop it. The situation in Syria is bigger than us now,” he added,
looking out at the horizon as the huge ferry sailed against the wind.

Blue-eyed hairdresser Tony, 40, comes from a regime-held area of
Homs and also plans to go to Germany, whose strong economy gives him
hope he can find work quickly. He and Jalal must have met before; they
know they support opposing sides in the war. For a moment their eyes
meet, but they quickly turn away from each other without flinching.

“My wife was living in constant terror. There are car bombs and the
armed men (rebels) are always shelling us,” said Tony, who like Assad hails
from the minority Alawite religious community.— AP

ANKARA:  Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said yesterday that the nation will
hold an early election Nov 1, after no group
won a majority from voters in June and
Erdogan’s party was unable to find a coali-
tion partner.

Erdogan said he will meet with the par-
liament speaker on Monday, the day after
the deadline for forming a new govern-
ment, to complete the formalities. The
widely expected announcement comes
days after Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu
abandoned efforts to build a coalition gov-
ernment, following the failure of talks with
the leaders of two smaller parties. The ruling
party lost its parliamentary majority in June
for the first time since it came to power in
2002, forcing it to seek a coalition alliance.

The June result was a slap to Erdogan’s
ambitions to increase the powers of the
largely ceremonial presidency. He is
believed to have favored a new election,
and Turkey’s main opposition leader has
accused the president of obstructing the
coalition-building efforts, a charge Erdogan

denies. Erdogan appears to be betting that
a new ballot could revive the fortunes of the
Islamic-rooted Justice and Development
Party, or AKP, he founded and led for more
than a decade, and thus put him back on
course to reshape Turkey’s democracy into
a system where the president would have
executive powers. A coalition government
would also have limited his ability to influ-
ence the government.

But a new election held just five months
after the last polls may not alter the distribu-
tion of seats too much and a majority for the
ruling party is far from guaranteed.

News of the new election comes amid
escalating violence between Turkey’s secu-
rity forces and Kurdish rebels, and as Turkey
is taking a more active role in the US-led
campaign against Islamic State group
extremists. Dozens of people have been
killed in renewed clashes between Turkey’s
military and rebels of the Kurdistan Workers’
Party, or PKK. Last month, Turkish jets raided
IS targets in Syria and PKK targets in Iraq
while US jets also launched their first

airstrikes against IS targets from a Turkish air
base near Syria. 

Opponents have accused Erdogan of
attacking the PKK in a bid to win national-
ists’ support and discredit a pro-Kurdish par-
ty, whose gains in the June elections
deprived the ruling party of its majority. The
political uncertainty caused the Turkish lira
to drop to record lows against the dollar this
week.  “God willing, on Nov. 1, Turkey will
go through what I like to call repeat elec-
tions,” said Erdogan, who told reporters he
had no intention of giving Turkey’s opposi-
tion leader the opportunity to try to form a
government.

Erdogan said he would form an interim
government that will lead Turkey until the
election, and  could appoint figures who
currently don’t hold seats in parliament. He
is expected to ask Davutoglu to lead the
government. Turkish law requires that the
interim government include members of all
four parties represented in parliament, but
two opposition parties have already said
they would not participate. — AP

Erdogan to call for a 
new election in Nov 
Opponents accuse Erdogan of attacking PKK to win support

DAMASCUS: The Islamic State group
demolished an ancient monastery founded
more than 1,500 years in central Syria yester-
day near a town where the extremists
abducted dozens of Christians earlier this
month, activists and a Christian priest said.

The extremist group posted photos on
social media Friday showing bulldozers
destroying the Saint Elian Monastery near
the town of Qaryatain, which IS captured in
early August. A Christian clergyman told The
Associated Press in Damascus that IS mili-
tants also wrecked a church inside the
monastery that dates back to 5th century.
The priest, who spoke on condition of
anonymity for fear of reprisals, said the

monastery included an Assyrian Catholic
church. The Britain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights, which tracks Syria’s con-
flict, also reported the destruction of the
monastery. Since capturing parts of Syria and
Iraq, IS fighters have destroyed mosques,
churches and archaeological sites. Earlier this
week, fighters in the IS-held town of Palmyra
publicly beheaded an 81 -year-old antiquities
scholar who had dedicated his life to study-
ing and overseeing the Palmyra’s iconic
ancient ruins.

A resident from Qaryatain who recently
fled to Damascus called on the United
Nations to protect Christians as well as
ancient Christian sites in Syria. The man, who

spoke on condition that his name is not
made public for fear his relatives still in
Qaryatain might be harmed, said militants
levelled the shrine and removed the church
bells. Osama Edward, the director of the
Christian Assyrian Human Rights Network,
told the AP that government shelling of the
area had already damaged the monastery
over the past two weeks before IS fighters
destroyed it.

“Daesh continued the destruction of the
monastery,” said Edward, using an Arabic
acronym to refer to the Islamic State group.
He said the monastery was founded in 432.
Christian priest Jacques Mourad, who lived at
the monastery, was kidnapped from the area

in  May and remains missing. According to
Edward, Mourad had actively welcomed and
sheltered both Muslim and Christian Syrians
fleeing the fighting elsewhere in Homs
province. Shortly after capturing Qaryatain,
activists said the Islamic State group abduct-
ed 230 residents, including dozens of
Christians. Activists say some Christians were
released, though the fate of the others is still
unknown. Christians make up about 10 per-
cent of Syria’s prewar population of 23 mil-
lion. In February, IS kidnapped more than
220 Assyrian Christians, after overrunning
several farming communities on the south-
ern bank of the Khabur River in the north-
eastern province of Hassakeh. — AP

IS destroys ancient monastery in central Syria

ARBIL: A group of Iraqi men get ready to board a bus
bound for Turkey at a bus station in Arbil, the capital of
the autonomous Kurdish region, on August 13, 2015. Arbil
is Iraq’s gateway to Europe, the first choke point on a long
and uncertain journey for a growing number of Iraqis
seeking a better life outside their country. — AFP

NABI SALEH: Palestinian protesters run for cover as Israeli security forces fire tear gas canisters during clashes following
a demonstration against Palestinian land confiscation to expand the nearby Jewish Hallamish settlement, yesterday, in
the West Bank village of Nabi Saleh, located near Ramallah. — AFP 
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IDOMENI:  Macedonian special police
forces fired stun grenades yesterday to
disperse thousands of migrants stuck on
a no-man’s land with Greece, a day after
declaring a state of  emergency on its
border to deal with a massive influx of
migrants  heading north  to  the
European Union.

A crowd of 3,000 migrants who spent
night out in the open made several
attempts to charge Macedonian police
Friday, a day after after the border was
shut to crossings. At least eight people
were injured in the melee, according to
Greek police.

One youngster was bleeding from
what appeared to be shrapnel from the
stun grenades that were fired directly into
the crowd. Police backed by armored vehi-
cles also spread coils of razor wire over rail
tracks used by migrants to cross on foot
from Greece to Macedonia.

Hours after the clashes, Macedonian
police started letting small groups of fami-
lies with children cross the border by walk-
ing along the railway tracks to the railway
station in the Macedonian town of
Gevgelija. The migrants, many with babies
and young children, spent the chilly and
windy night in a dusty field without food
and with little water. Some ate corn they
picked from nearby fields.

“I don’t know why are they doing this
to us,” said Mohammad Wahid, an Iraqi. “I
don’t have passport or identity docu-
ments. I cannot return and have nowhere
to go. I will stay here till the end.”

Greece has seen an unprecedented
wave of migrants this year, the vast major-
ity fleeing war and conflict in Syria and
Afghanistan. More than 160,000 have
arrived so far, mostly crossing in inflatable
dinghies from the nearby Turkish coast -
an influx that has overwhelmed Greek
authorities and the country’s small Aegean
islands.

Financial crisis
Yet few, if any, of the migrants arriving

want to remain in Greece, a country in the
grip of a financial crisis. The vast majority
head straight to the country’s northern
border with Macedonia, where they cram
onto trains and head north through Serbia
and Hungary on their way to the more
prosperous EU countries such Germany,
the Netherlands and those in Scandinavia.

Last weekend there had been chaotic
scenes at the station as hundreds of
migrants struggled to board trains.

Macedonian police spokesman Ivo
Kotevski said both police and the army
would control the 50-kilometer (30 mile)
border stretch to stop a “massive” influx of
migrants coming from Greece.

“This measure is being introduced for
the security of citizens who live in the
border areas and for better treatment of
the migrants,” he said Thursday. Until
now, the border has been porous, with
only a few patrols on each side. Sealing
it  disrupts  the Balkan corr idor  for
migrants who start in Turkey, take boats
to Greece or walk to Bulgaria, then make

their way through Macedonia or Serbia
heading north to the EU.

Almost 39,000 migrants, most of them
Syrians, have registered as passing
through Macedonia over the past month,
double the number from the month
before. On Greece’s eastern islands, hun-
dreds of migrants arrive each day in over-
laden, often unseaworthy boats. The
Greek coast guard said Friday that a patrol
boat from Europe’s border agency Frontex
had spotted a capsized boat off the island
of Lesbos. One migrant was found dead
and 15 others were rescued.

Separately, the coast guard said it had
picked up 620 people in 15 search-and-
rescue operations in the last 24 hours off
the islands of Lesbos, Samos, Agathonissi,
Leros, Farmakonissi, Kos and Megisti. That
doesn’t include the hundreds more who
have reached the islands on their own.

A Greek government-chartered ferry
carrying about 2,200 mainly Syrian refugees
from the island of Lesbos - which sees the
highest number of arrivals in Greece - was
due to reach Athens later yesterday, the
coast guard said. Thousands of refugees
waiting to head for Athens and then the
border with Macedonia are stuck on
Lesbos, as it is hard to find ferry tickets at
the height of the summer holiday season.

Before heading for Lesbos, the
Eleftherios Venizelos ferry had been used
as a floating refugee registration center on
Kos, another island close to the Turkish
coast where hundreds of people arrive
daily in small boats. — AP

Inquiry will take aim at
top UK military commander
LONDON: A source familiar with the inquiry said: “The real rows
are with the military and service chiefs, particularly about what
happened after the fall of Baghdad. They feel they are being sec-
ond-guessed and have been fighting a rearguard action.  That,
more than the politicians, is where the heat is.” A spokesman for
the inquiry declined to comment on the claim, but it was echoed
by senior figures in the defence establishment.

A former special forces, known as the SAS, commander said: “It
is all very well for us to blame Blair for being overeager to go to
war but the army was being pretty eager too. There is a view with-
in the military that the military advice, planning and conduct will
receive significant criticism and will transfer the finger of blame
from those seeking retribution away from the political leadership
towards the military leadership.”

Lord Dannatt would not confirm whether he had been con-
tacted in the Maxwellisation process but denied that he was to
blame for any delay, saying: “I’m certainly not pushing back.” The
former chief of the general staff, who has previously said that the
overstretched army came close to “seizing up” because of Iraq,
said that he had a lot of sympathy with a group of 29 families who
have threatened legal action if the report is not released this year.

While he conceded that Sir John must allow for Maxwellisation
- named after a case in which the publisher Robert Maxwell was
criticised in a report by the Department of Trade and Industry - he
warned that there was “no time aspect to it”. “I think the problem,
as we all know, is that Sir John Chilcot is following the
Maxwellisation process to the letter and some of those who are
part of that process have chosen to continue to fight their corner
and it seems to be going on and on.”

He suggested that there may be little choice but to impose a
cut-off point.  “Sir John Chilcot himself has either got to impose a
guillotine on the Maxwellisation process or someone like the
prime minister has got to put pressure on him to do that himself,”
he said.  “But I’m not sure how legitimate it is for the prime minis-
ter to do that.” A government spokesman said: “Once
Maxwellisation is completed, the prime minister expects to
receive an update from Sir John on the timescale for the urgent
completion of this independent inquiry.”  — KUNA Macedonian troops fire 

stun grenades at migrants 
Greek ferry carrying migrants heads to Piraeus

GEVGELIJA: A policeman gestures (2nd L) near a group of migrants trying to cross the Macedonian-Greek border while a
woman and children rest next to tracks near the town of Gevgelija yesterday. Macedonia said that it had declared a
“state of emergency” on its southern border with Greece and would draft in the army to help control the influx of
migrants crossing the frontier. — AFP  

Mandela’s grandson
appears in court
on rape charges

JOHANNESBURG: A grandson of Nelson Mandela accused of raping
a 15-year-old girl will remain in police custody, while his defense
lawyers collect more evidence for a bail hearing, a South African
judge ruled yesterday.

Mbuso Mandela’s bail hearing was postponed to Tuesday to give
his defense team more time to locate a witness who they say could
testify that the incident was consensual, a judge ruled.

The judge in the Johannesburg magistrate’s court also ordered
the prosecution to produce the official identity document of the
teenager accusing Mbuso Mandela of rape, in order to settle the
defense’s dispute that the girl is 16, the age of legal consent in South
Africa.Members of the Mandela family were in the cramped court-
room where Mbuso Mandela, 24, appeared calm as he sat behind his
lawyer. He has been in police custody since his arrest last Saturday.
The rape allegedly took place at a restaurant in Greenside, a
Johannesburg suburb, on Aug. 7, police said. — AP

JOHANNESBURG: Grandson of former South African presi-
dent Nelson Mandela, Ndaba Mandela walks out of the
magistrates court where his brother Mbuso Mandela is
scheduled to appear accused of raping a 15-year-old girl,
in Johannesburg, South Africa, yesterday. — AP



WARSAW: It’s been a dream of some Polish
leaders for nearly a century: an alliance of
Eastern European countries running from the
Baltic Sea down to the Black Sea that would
keep Russia at bay. Poland’s conservative new
president, Andrzej Duda, who took office two
weeks ago, has already signaled that building
such an alliance under Warsaw’s leadership will
be a priority of his presidency.

That ambition marks perhaps the most sig-
nificant difference between Duda and his rivals
in the centrist government, which for years has
prioritized ties with major ally Germany, France
and the European Union in a bid to become a
significant player in mainstream Europe.

Duda’s vision to create a more united front
in the face of a resurgent Russia is part of a
broader strategy for permanent NATO bases
and soldiers in the region. Pursuing that goal,
however, could strain ties with Germany, which
has refused to allow NATO bases on the
alliance’s Eastern flank as it tries to avoid a fur-
ther escalation of tensions with Moscow.

In a recent interview on state radio, Duda
said his goal is “very simple - to strengthen
Poland’s security, to strengthen the security

guarantees for Central and Eastern Europe in
the situation as it is now.”

Duda can count on the support of the three
small Baltic states and Romania, which are all
deeply fearful of Moscow. However, he can
expect an uphill battle in winning over
Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia,
which have important political and economic
ties with both Germany and Russia that they are
reluctant to jeopardize.

Duda’s predecessor, Bronislaw Komorowski,
and the pro-EU Civic Platform-led government,
which has ruled Poland for eight years, have
also sought a permanent and significant pres-
ence of NATO boots on the ground - but only
won a promise of warehouses with military
equipment. For now, NATO’s presence is limit-
ed to a regional command center in Szczecin, a
city on Poland’s western border with Germany,
and some periodic military exercises.

New strategy
Jedrzej Bielecki, a diplomacy writer for the

Rzeczpospolita daily, said what is new is Duda’s
strategy: The new president will first try to build
a coalition in the region and only then, once

stronger, will he go to Berlin and Washington to
see what he can achieve regarding a stronger
NATO presence.  A summit of the region’s
NATO members is planned for early November,
ahead of an all-NATO summit next year in
Warsaw. “He understands the realities of power
in Europe,” Bielecki told The Associated Press. “It
will be difficult, but it might not be unrealistic.”
After the Ukraine crisis erupted last year, then-
Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski asked NATO for
two heavy combat brigades. But that never
materialized, mainly due to Germany’s insis-
tence that NATO stick to the letter of a 1997
agreement with Russia.

Poland insists, however, that Russia’s annex-
ation of Ukraine’ Crimean Peninsula last year
has invalidated the act. Duda doesn’t have long
to prove himself, given that the NATO summit
in Warsaw next summer will take up the ques-
tion of NATO presence in the region. It could be
the most important political test of his five-year
presidency, Bielecki said.

Most political experts stress that Duda’s
foreign policy will actually be marked by a
much greater degree of continuity than
change. — AP
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PORT-AU-PRINCE:  Legislative elections
will be repeated across nearly a fifth of con-
stituencies in Haiti, where polling turned
deadly, voter turnout reached only 18 per-
cent and just three deputies of 119 were
chosen, authorities said. Haiti’s Provisional
Electoral Council (CEP) made the
announcement at a press briefing at which
it had been expected to reveal results from
the first-round election. Instead, officials
said winners’ names were available on the
CEP website, which went down following
the announcement. They then left under
police escort.

The incidents mark the latest turn in a
long, troubled attempt to stage elections in
the western hemisphere’s poorest country.
Results reported early yesterday had just
three deputies selected in the first round of
voting. Candidates now have a week to dis-
pute the results. National Police forces had
been mobilized amid concern that the CEP’s
results announcement could trigger another
round of violence, and forces from the
MINUSTAH mission of the United Nations
were at the ready.

But no major incidents were reported in
Port-au-Prince or other large cities. The CEP

vowed action would be taken against the
perpetrators of crime and sporadic violence
that killed two people and forced dozens of
voting centers to close during the long-
delayed August 9 elections, Haiti’s first poll
since 2011. Electoral adviser Nehemy Joseph
said political parties that contributed to the
violence would be excluded from the elec-
tion. Already, a total of 16 candidates have
been disqualified ahead of the October 25
second-round vote over their suspected
involvement in the crime and violence.

CEP officials used the press briefing to
announce that Haiti’s first-round election

will be redone across 25 of the country’s 119
constituencies where less than 70 percent of
ballots were sent back to the vote counting
center in Port-au-Prince. In the country’s
most populous department, Ouest-which
includes the capital city-turnout reached
only 10 percent. Across all municipalities,
voter turnout never exceeded 50 percent,
according to the CEP. 

Candidates, voters and journalists had
waited well into the evening for the first-
round results Tuesday, the day the CEP
had said it would release qualifying candi-
dates’ names.— AFP

Legislative elections to be repeated across Haiti

Poland’s new leader seeks 
greater regional unity
Alliance with E European states to keep Russia at bay

‘It’s dirty to kill your 
daddy’ rages Le Pen

PARIS:  A day after being kicked out of the National Front party he co-
founded, French far-right firebrand Jean-Marie Le Pen yesterday accused
his daughter of “dirty” tactics and vowed to “reconquer” the movement. 

Le Pen was stripped of his National Front (FN) membership by the
party’s executive committee on Thursday following a damaging five-
month family feud with his daughter, Marine Le Pen, over a string of
inflammatory comments. He dismissed the hearing as a “mockery” and
an “ambush” and blamed Marine, who took over from him as leader in
2011, of pulling the strings from afar. “She commanded the firing squad
by telephone. She didn’t want to be involved directly because she would
look like a villain,” the 87-year-old told French radio station RTL.

“It’s dirty to kill your own daddy, so she didn’t kill daddy directly, she
did it through her henchman.” The elder Le Pen has been a persistent
thorn in the side of his daughter as she tries to smooth over the overt
racism and xenophobia of the party’s past. The final straw came in April
when he rehashed familiar comments about gas chambers being a
“detail” of history and said France should get along with Russia to save
the “white world”. Marine Le Pen then openly split with her father, saying
he was committing “political suicide”.

But he has refused to go quietly, overturning repeated attempts
to remove him from the party in court. He again said he would
appeal Thursday’s decision.  “I am the National Front,” he told RTL.
“It’s a theoretical expulsion, so of course I will take this to court
which I think will once again condemn Marine Le Pen and the leader-
ship of the National Front.”

‘Reconquer our party’ 
Speaking on another radio station, Europe 1, he ruled out the idea of

starting a new party.  “I call on National Front voters and say ‘Do not
become disunited, stay where you are, don’t quit.’ We aim to reconquer
our party, our movement.” The FN’s executive committee questioned Le
Pen for three hours on Thursday before voting to exclude him.

Marine and her deputy, Florian Philippot, stayed away from the meet-
ing to ensure “total impartiality”, they said. “Jean-Marie Le Pen kicked off
a process of which he knew the outcome by multiplying mistakes over
many weeks, which could only lead to this kind of decision,” Marine said
in a statement after the decision. The former Foreign Legionnaire’s
inflammatory speeches had made him the figurehead of France’s far
right since he co-founded the FN in 1972.— AFP

WARSAW: Polish President-elect, Andrzej Duda at the Pilsudski square on the 71st anniversary of the insur-
gency, in Warsaw, Poland. It’s been a dream of some Polish leaders for nearly a century: an alliance of Eastern
European countries running from the Baltic Sea down to the Black Sea that would keep Russia at bay. — AP

PARIS: A May 1, 2015 file photo shows France’s far-right politi-
cal party Front National (FN) founder and honorary president
Jean-Marie Le Pen gestures on stage as FN’s president Marine
Le Pen looks during the party’s annual rally in honour of
Jeanne d’Arc (Joan of Arc) in Paris.  A day after being kicked
out of the National Front party he co-founded. — AFP
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TWISP: Like thousands of other college students in the
West, Tom Zbyszewski relished summers in the fire camps -
outdoor work that paid, that was important, that gave him -
a physics major with an acting bent - a little swagger when
he returned to school in the fall. His parents, who had fought
wildfires themselves, weren’t even nervous about it.

One more week, and Zbyszewski, 20, would have been
back at Whitman College, telling stories. Instead, what
authorities described as a “hellstorm” of flame driven by
shifting winds overtook his crew Wednesday after they
crashed in a vehicle while fighting a wildfire outside Twisp,
in north-central Washington. Zbyszewski, 20, was killed,
along with two others, and four were injured, one critically.

“It’s what everybody does up here. It’s part of the cul-
ture,” his sobbing father, Richard, told The Associated Press
in a telephone interview Thursday night. “I fought fires for
years and years and years - I never even got burned. I wish it
was me. I’m an old man.”

The tragedy cast a pall in Washington state and brought
to 13 the number of firefighters killed across the West this
year during one of the driest and most explosive wildfire
seasons on record. At least 10 fires were burning in north-
central Washington’s Okanogan County alone, where entire
towns have emptied as their inhabitants headed for safety.

As conditions deteriorated Thursday, among the newest
mandatory evacuation orders was one for Tonasket, a com-
munity of 1,000 people, and its surrounding area, about 60
miles northeast from where the firefighters were killed.

Those killed Wednesday worked for the US Forest
Service, which identified the other victims as Andrew Zajac,
26, and Richard Wheeler, 31. Their hometowns weren’t
immediately released. All three were from specialized crews
that go into dangerous areas as fast as they can to examine a
scene and report back to commanders on what needs to be
done, said Bill Queen, a firefighting spokesman.

The most badly hurt among the survivors was Daniel
Lyon, 25, a reserve police officer in Milton, who suffered
burns over 60 percent of his body and was being treated in
critical condition at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle.
Lyon’s mother, Barbara, told a news conference at the hospi-
tal that her son loves the camaraderie of police officers and
firefighters. This was his first summer on the fire lines.

“He would call me every day and always tell me not to
worry, things are fine,” she said. “And I would say, ‘Daniel I
pray for you every night, for all your safety, for you and the
others.’” On Thursday, fire investigators with notebooks and
cameras walked the hills near Woods Canyon Road outside
Twisp, a recreation center in the scenic Methow Valley 115
miles northeast of Seattle. The victims’ bodies were removed
Thursday afternoon, each man taken out in an individual
ambulance, escorted by more than a dozen fire and police
vehicles with lights flashing. Firefighters along the route
held their hands and helmets over their hearts.

Twisp Police Chief Paul Budrow said the bodies had been
left were they fell Wednesday so investigators could take
photographs and map out the scene. A complete investiga-
tion is expected to take many weeks. Nearly 29,000 firefight-
ers - 3,000 of them in Washington - are battling some 100
large blazes across the drought- and heat-stricken West,
including Idaho, Oregon, Montana and California. — AP

Families mourn 
firefighters

LAS VEGAS: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks with people at a town hall meeting in
North Las Vegas, Nev. Clinton’s campaign is facing fresh worries among congressional Democrats about her use of a pri-
vate email account while serving as secretary of state. — AP

WASHINGTON: Hillary Rodham Clinton
is facing fresh worries among congres-
sional Democrats about her use of a pri-
vate email account while serving as sec-
retary of state, as new polls signal that
the inquiry is taking a toll on her presi-
dential campaign.

The Democratic front-runner’s cam-
paign has taken steps to defend her
against allegations she may have put
classified information at risk by using a
private email account and server, argu-
ing she never sent or received material
considered classified at the time.

But Democratic lawmakers said
Clinton’s campaign has not adequately
explained the complicated nature of the
email review and panned some of her
attempts to use humor to talk about the
probe. Clinton joked at a Democratic
dinner in Iowa last week that she liked
the social media platform Snapchat
because the messages disappear by
themselves. And she shrugged off ques-
tions about her server being wiped
clean, asking facetiously in Nevada, “Like
a cloth or something?”

“I don’t think the campaign has han-
dled it very well,” Florida Sen. Bill Nelson
told The Associated Press on Thursday. “I
think the advice to her of making a joke
out of it - I think that was not good
advice.”

Nelson said if Clinton had received
information that should have been
labeled classified or top secret, the per-
son sending the email would bear the
responsibility of making that clear on the
email. “If she is receiving something on a
private email account and it has no des-
ignation, then how would she know that
it is classified?” he asked.

In Republican-leaning Kentucky,
Democratic Rep. John Yarmuth warned
in an interview with WHAS-TV in
Louisville: “I still think there is a chance

that this could upend her campaign.”
“I just never feel like I have a grasp of

what the facts are,” Yarmuth said
Wednesday. “Clearly she has handled it
poorly from the first day. And there’s the
appearance of dishonesty, if it’s not dis-
honest.”

The new concerns follow Clinton’s
decision to turn over her server to feder-
al investigators who are trying to deter-
mine if the data on it was secure.

Clinton holds a wide but narrowing
lead in the Democratic field against
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, who has
picked up ground on Clinton in New
Hampshire and Iowa. Former Maryland
Gov.  Martin O’Malley has pitched him-
self as a fresh face and has tried to gain
traction.

While Clinton holds significant advan-
tages in money and support among
Democrats, polls released Thursday by
Quinnipiac University in Florida, Ohio
and Pennsylvania - three general elec-
tion battleground states - found that
only about one-third of respondents
thought she was honest and trustwor-
thy. Other polls suggest public percep-
tions of her veracity have been declining
as she has dealt with questions about
her email use and potential mishandling
of classified material.

That has prompted Clinton’s cam-
paign to defend her on cable television
and distribute fact sheets to supporters
about the inquiry.

“We understand there is confusion
about the issue and are being more
aggressive in making sure people under-
stand two key facts,” said Clinton cam-
paign communications director Jennifer
Palmieri. “First, that using personal email
was allowed and in keeping with what
her predecessors had done. Two, she
always treated classified materials with
great care, dealt with them in hard copy,

not online, and never sent or received
material considered classified at the
time.”

Clinton’s campaign says she still leads
when compared with Republican presi-
dential candidates in hypothetical
matchups. And her allies predict con-
gressional Republicans will overplay
their hand when Clinton testifies in
October before a GOP-led panel investi-
gating the 2012 terrorist attack in
Benghazi, Libya.

“I’ve been around this block many
times with supposed Clinton scandals. It
just won’t work,” said David Brock, a
Clinton loyalist and the founder of
Democratic super PAC American Bridge.

Clinton told reporters in Nevada that
they were the only ones bringing up the
subject. But she’s mainly been in front of
friendly crowds at this stage.

And others are hearing about it. In
Columbia, South Carolina, on
Wednesday, John Podesta, Clinton’s
campaign chairman, was asked by a sup-
porter how the campaign would defend
Clinton against criticism. He said it would
deploy people to speak up on her behalf
and fight what he sees as political disin-
formation about the email controversy.

“We need to defend her, and we are
going to do that,” Podesta said.
Watching from the sidelines is Vice
President Joe Biden, who is considering
entering the Democratic primaries.
Biden has struggled in two previous
presidential bids, but his entry could
offer Democrats another alternative.

While those in the Democratic field
have largely steered clear of the email
review, O’Malley said Wednesday in Las
Vegas that Clinton’s email practices had
become a “huge distraction” from what
Democrats should be talking about and
said it showed the need for more tele-
vised debates. — AP

Clinton facing fresh 
worries over emails

‘I don’t think the campaign has handled it very well’

TWISP: Twisp Police Chief Paul Budrow salutes as
ambulances carrying the bodies of three firefighters
killed a day earlier fighting a wildfire near the town
drive past Thursday, in Twisp, Wash. — AP
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NEW DELHI: Almost 90 percent of rapes in India in
2014 were committed by people known to the vic-
tims such as relatives, neighbours and employers,
government statistics showed, as activists called
for more focus on tackling sexual violence in the
home and at work.

In its annual report, the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) said there were 337,922 reports of
violence against women such as rape, molestation,
abduction and cruelty by husbands last year, up 9
percent in 2013.

The number of rapes in the country also rose
by 9 percent to 33,707 in 2014 - with New Delhi
reporting 1,813 rapes, making it the city with the
highest  number of  such cases .  Mumbai  and
Bengaluru recorded 607 and 103 rapes respec-
tively.

The data showed that 86 percent of rapes had
been committed by close family members such as

fathers, brothers and uncles, as well as neighbours,
employers, co-workers and friends.

The report indicated that 14,102 - 38 percent -
of rape victims were below the age of 18. “Across
the world, it’s well known that stranger rape is not
really the problem, and the majority of rapes are
committed by people known to the victims,” said
Ranjana Kumari, director of the Centre for Social
Research, a Delhi-based women’s rights organisa-
tion.

“We need to tackle the problem at all fronts. It’s
not just about better policing, safer public spaces
and transport. This data compels us to look at what
is happening in and around our homes and work-
places.”

From the abortion of female foetuses, child
marriage and dowry killings to rape and domestic
violence, Indian girls and women face multiple
threats, largely due to deep-rooted attitudes that

view them as inferior to men.
A wave of public protests after the fatal gang

rape of a woman on a Delhi bus in December 2012
jolted many in the world’s second most populous
country out of apathy and forced the government
to enact stiffer penalties on gender crimes.

This included the death sentence for repeat
rape offenders ,  cr iminal is ing stalking and
voyeurism, and making acid attacks and human
trafficking specific offences. Since then, a spike in
media reports, government campaigns and civil
society programmes have increased public aware-
ness of women’s rights and emboldened victims to
register abuses.

But women’s rights groups say the figures are
still gross underestimates, as many victims remain
reluctant to report crimes such as rape or domestic
violence for fear their families and communities
will shun them. —Reuters

90% of India’s rapes committed by people known to victim

COLOMBO: Ranil Wickremesinghe was
sworn in as Sri Lanka’s prime minister yester-
day for another term after securing the back-
ing of the country’s second-biggest party for
a new government of national unity. The Sri
Lanka Freedom Party of Mahinda Rajapakse
agreed to enter a broad-based coalition gov-
ernment with Wickremesinghe’s United
National Party (UNP), although the former
president will remain on the opposition
benches.

Details of the agreement were not
immediately known, but the SLFP is expect-
ed to secure several portfolios in a cabinet
to be named on Monday.

Wickremesinghe took the oath for a
fourth term at his office in Colombo over-
looking the Indian Ocean in a ceremony

broadcast live on national television. His
UNP party won the largest number of seats
in Monday’s election but fell short of a
majority in the 225-member parliament.

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA), which
holds 16 seats, has said it will not join a
coalition but has promised the new govern-
ment “issue-based” support. Rajapakse,
who attended yesterday’s swearing in, had
hoped to become prime minister himself.

But he conceded on Tuesday that his
dream had “faded away” after results
showed a surge in voter support for
Wickremesinghe’s UNP. Rajapakse, 69, suf-
fered a surprise defeat in presidential elec-
tions in January, but remains popular
among large sections of the majority
Sinhalese community for presiding over a

crushing defeat of Tamil separatist guerril-
las. He was succeeded as president by his
former ally and health minister Maithripala
Sirisena, who appointed Wickremesinghe
as prime minister to push through a series
of major reforms.

Sirisena wants to reverse many of the
constitutional changes brought in by
Rajapakse, who awarded himself huge
powers as president.

He called parliamentary elections a year
ahead of schedule after MPs loyal to
Rajapakse consistently blocked the
changes. The new government is likely to
introduce legislation to establish independ-
ent commissions to run the police, public
service and judiciary. Parliament is due to
open on September 1. —AFP

Wickremesinghe sworn 
in as Sri Lankan PM
Opposition party joins government

JAIPUR: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (C in
white) speaks during the Forum for India-Pacific
Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) summit in Jaipur yester-
day. India is seeking to expand its engagement in the
strategically-important South Pacific region. —AFP

COLOMBO: Ranil Wickremesinghe, right, takes oath as Sri Lanka’s prime minister in front of Sri Lanka’s president
Maithripala Sirisena, center, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, yesterday. —AP

Pakistan adviser meeting 
Kashmir separatists 

not ‘appropriate’: India
NEW DELHI:  Talks between the top security advisers of neighbors and
archrivals India and Pakistan have hit several roadblocks over the con-
tentious Kashmir region before they’ve even started.

Pakistan’s Sartaz Aziz is scheduled to arrive in New Delhi to meet
India’s national security adviser Ajit Doval on Sunday, just as both
countries have upped their rhetoric over the disputed region of
Kashmir.

Yesterday, India said that it would not be “appropriate” for Aziz to
meet with Indian Kashmir’s separatist leaders. Pakistan’s high commis-
sioner to New Delhi had invited those leaders for a meeting with Aziz.
“India has advised Pakistan yesterday that it would not be appropriate
for Mr. Sartaj Aziz to meet with Hurriyat representatives during his visit
to India,” Vikas Swarup, the spokesman for India’s Ministry of External
Affairs said in a statement.

Swarup also said that India had sought a confirmation of the agen-
da for the talks from Pakistan. According to Indian officials, the talks
are meant to discuss terrorism in the region. On Thursday, several sep-
aratist leaders were briefly held in Srinagar, the main city of
Indiancontrolled Kashmir. One of them, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, said the
Indian government was “confused” ahead of the talks. He said the aim
of their visit to New Delhi was “supporting the India and Pakistan dia-
logue.” The meeting between Aziz and Doval signals the resumption
of dialogue between the two countries, a year after India canceled
talks between the two foreign secretaries and after Pakistan consulted
Kashmiri separatists.

The hostility between Pakistan and India dates back to the time
that India gained independence from British rule in 1947 and the state
of Pakistan was created, but the rift has grown since Narendra Modi, a
Hindu nationalist, was elected prime minister last year. Skirmishes
between Indian and Pakistani troops in the disputed region of Kashmir
have also increased in recent months. Pakistan on Thursday also can-
celed an upcoming conference of lawmakers from Commonwealth
countries after India demanded that legislators from Indian-held
Kashmir also be included. Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry has said that it
hoped that India will allow Kashmiri leaders to meet with Aziz in New
Delhi. “Kashmiris are important stakeholders in the context of Jammu
and Kashmir dispute and efforts to seek its peaceful settlement in
accordance with the U.N. Security Council Resolutions,” spokeman
Qazi Khalilullah told reporters on Thursday. —AP
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YANGON: The European Union
said yesterday that it has agreed
to send observers to historic
upcoming Myanmar elections in
an effort to “strengthen democ-
racy” in the former military-run
nation.

Myanmar’s November 8 par-
liamentary vote will be the first
nationwide election to include
Aung San Suu Kyi’s opposition in
a quarter of a century and is
seen as a key benchmark of
political transition in a country
still burdened by the legacy of
decades of army rule.

The EU said it had signed a
memorandum of understanding
with Myanmar to send observers
to monitor the polls, in a state-
ment from Yangon. “Election
observation is an expression of
the EU’s wish to support inclu-
sive, transparent and credible
elections as part of our policy to
strengthen democracy, the rule
of law and human rights,” said
the EU’s Myanmar ambassador
Roland Kobia.

The contingent of observers,
comprising more than a hun-
dred experts, will be the first ful-
ly-fledged monitoring mission
that the EU has launched in
Myanmar. 

A small EU team visited the
country for landmark 2012 by-
elections that swept Suu Kyi into
parliament.

The announcement comes as

political tensions bubble ahead
of the elections in the nation,
which has been ruled by a quasi-
civilian government since 2011.

Last week President Thein Sein
launched a shock putsch to
remove the head of the ruling

Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP), with a late night
swoop using security forces on the
organisation’s headquarters.

Suu Kyi has raised concerns
over the removal of Shwe Mann,
also the parliament speaker. 

He had been tipped as a com-
promise presidential candidate.
Suu Kyi is barred from top politi-
cal office by the junta-drafted
constitution.

The dramatic ousting was
seen by observers as a sign that

Thein Sein and his military allies
were tightening their political
grip before the polls. 

Election monitors
Earlier this week the United

States-based Carter  Center ,
which is also deploying election
monitors,  said Myanmar had
substantial ly  improved the
political environment in prepa-
rat ion for  the elect ion,  but
added “significant challenges
remain”. 

In  a  report  on the pol ls  i t
sounded the alarm about the
likely disenfranchisement of
hundreds of  thousands of
Rohingya Muslims and warned
that the Buddhist-majority
nation could see religious ten-
sions flare during campaigning.

Myanmar has enjoyed inter-
national  applause and the
removal of most sanctions for a
raft of reforms that has opened
the political system to the oppo-
sit ion,  loosened the state’s
chokehold on the media and
invited foreign investment into
the long-isolated economy.

But the country has been
wracked by several waves of
anti-Muslim violence in recent
years. 

Campaigners have also raised
concerns that the government is
backtracking on reforms, with
the detention of dozens of pro-
testers in recent months. —AFP

EU agrees to observe Myanmar  election
Key benchmark of political transition

YANGON: National League for Democracy chairperson Aung San Suu Kyi speaks about voter educa-
tion during a rally in Thanlyin Township, on the outskirts of Yangon yesterday. Meanwhile, the
European Union said on August 21 that it has agreed to send observers to historic upcoming
Myanmar elections in an effort to “strengthen democracy” in the former military-run nation.  —AFP
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BANGKOK:  Thailand’s police chief yesterday
insisted his officers were making “a lot of
progress” in the hunt for the Bangkok shrine
bomber despite the lack of arrests and mystery
over the attackers’ motives.  Monday’s blast
killed 20 people, mostly Asian visitors, leaving
police scrambling to find the assailants and
sending shockwaves through the nation’s vital
tourism sector. Speaking after a memorial for
the dead at the scene of the unprecedented
attack on Thailand, national police chief
Somyot Poompanmoung said the bomb was
an attempt to stoke fear and uncertainty in the
capital.  “The aim is to discredit the govern-
ment and create a climate of fear to deter
tourists,” he told reporters.

But he defended the handling of the case
despite days of confusing and sometimes con-
tradictory statements from senior police and
junta officials.  “There’s a lot of progress (in the
case), but I can’t disclose everything,” he said,
adding that a reward for information leading to
the arrest of those behind the bomb had been
tripled to three million baht ($84,000).  Police
are convinced the attack was planned and co-
ordinated by a network.  But there is still one

prime suspect-a bespectacled man in a yellow
t-shirt described in his arrest warrant as a for-
eigner.  Thailand has asked Interpol for help in
finding the man, who was captured on CCTV
calmly placing a backpack under a bench at the
Hindu Erawan shrine minutes before the blast.

“I want to reaffirm that the bomb exploded
from the backpack which was placed by the
bench by the suspect,” national police
spokesman Prawut Thavornsiri told reporters.
“But we cannot disclose the footage because it
is too gruesome,” he said.  It is not known if the
suspect has already fled the country, while
authorities have also openly questioned
whether he could be half-Thai or a Thai wear-
ing a disguise. With rumours swirling, Prawut
also denied media reports police were hunting
for a man with an Islamic name. “We don’t have
his (the suspect’s) name... and even if I did why
would I tell you?” he said.

But he has previously said they are looking
to speak to a woman in a black top seen on the
CCTV footage at the shrine.

Backtracking and caveating 
Both the police and junta have at various

times ruled out the possibility that a global
terror network carried out Monday’s bomb-
ing, but have later appeared to backtrack or
add caveats to their comments.  Internal pol-
itics, insurgents in Thailand’s south, global
terror networks and even private disputes
have all come under the microscope as
police game the likely perpetrators.

Thai media outlets had also cast suspi-
cion on militants from China’s Uighur com-
munity, a group that faces cultural and reli-
gious repression.  The Erawan shrine is enor-
mously popular among ethnic Chinese visi-
tors from across Asia, but the junta has said
tourists from China were not the target.
Thailand has endured a decade of political
unrest, but many analysts say that the choice
of target and ferocity of the attack makes it
highly unlikely any Thai groups with a histo-
ry of violence were involved.  Meanwhile
there have so far been no public links made
to Muslim rebels from the country’s south-
ernmost provinces, where an insurgency has
killed more than 6,400 people, mostly civil-
ians-nor have there been any claims of
responsibility.— AFP

Thai police chief hails 
bomber hunt ‘progress’
Reward for information tripled to three million baht

Two killed, thousands
flee as typhoon

nears Philippines
MANILA: Two people were killed while thousands were evacuated as
powerful typhoon Goni approached the Philippines and Taiwan yester-
day, authorities said. In the Philippine highland town of Itogon, two
construction workers died after a landslide buried their roadside tent in
rocks and mud. Close to 400 people in flood-prone towns were moved
to shelters, police and disaster officials said.

In Taiwan, 1,700 tourists were evacuated from the outlying Green
and Orchid islands as early as Thursday while offices were shut yester-
day. Goni was forecast to graze the Batanes islands off the Philippines’
northern tip on Saturday morning on its way to Taiwan, according to
the Filipino weather bureau. The storm, the seventh to enter the
Philippines this year, packs maximum sustained winds of 170 kilome-
tres (105 miles) per hour with gusts of up to 205 kilometres per hour, it
said. The Philippines is hit by an average of 20 typhoons a year, many of
them deadly. Taiwan, meanwhile, is still reeling from typhoon Soudelor,
which left 12 people dead or missing and caused widespread damage
when it hit two weeks ago.

In the mountainous hot spring town of Wulai just south of the capi-
tal Taipei 100 people have not returned to their homes as roads are still
blocked with mud. “Temporary supplies of water, electricity and phone
cables set up after Typhoon Soudelor could be interrupted again if
Typhoon Goni introduces torrential rains to that area,” said Chiang
Chien-ming, chief road engineer for the highway authorities.

Authorities plan to deploy excavators and bulldozers to Wulai while
local business have cleared drainage ditches as they prepare for the
typhoon. A senior official from Taiwan’s Central Weather Bureau told
AFP that Goni could bring rains of up to 200 millimetres (eight inches)
to the east coast and mountain areas in the north.

In Japan, airlines announced possible flight delays and cancellations
as Goni and another strong typhoon, Atsani, neared. Atsani, with winds
of up to 252 kilometres per hour, was expected to approach the
Ogasawara island chain, some 1,000 kilometres south of Tokyo, on
Saturday, according to the Japanese meteorological agency.
Meanwhile, Goni is forecast to approach the Sakishima island chain in
the south on Sunday, it said. — AFP

HONG KONG:  Two men were jailed for 19
years yesterday for a brutal knife attack on a
Hong Kong journalist in what the judge called
a “cold-blooded” crime that intensified fears
over press freedom in the city.

Kevin Lau, former editor of the investiga-
tive Ming Pao newspaper, was stabbed in
broad daylight in February last year. The
attack came just weeks after he was removed
from his position and replaced with an editor
deemed to be pro-Beijing. His sacking trig-
gered staff protests and widespread fears that
Beijing was tightening control over the press
in the semi-autonomous territory.

Yip Kim-wah and Wong Chi-wah, both 39,
were last week convicted of causing grievous
bodily harm, with the jury taking less than
four hours to reach a unanimous verdict.  But
questions remain over why they carried out
the attack and who offered them an alleged
payment of HK$100,000 ($13,000). 

Lau has called for the “mastermind” of the
crime to be brought to justice.  Judge Esther
Toh sentenced Wong and Yip to 19 years
each, describing the attack as “senseless” and
“brazen”. “They carried out this cold-blooded
attack for financial gain,” she said, adding that
neither defendant had shown any remorse.

‘Chilling sight’ 
Toh recalled evidence that the attackers

had gone shopping after the stabbing.
“Cold-bloodedly, after chopping Mr. Lau,
both of them went shopping for shoes, and it
was a particularly chilling sight to see both of
them on the CCTV camera smiling and
relaxed as they walked down the shopping
mall,” Toh said. “Life will never be the same
for him (Lau) because he will forever carry the
scars of the attack, both psychologically and
physically for the rest of his life,” she added.

Toh said that while there was no evi-
dence Lau was attacked because he was a

journalist, “members of the press should be
equally protected as are any of our citizens”.
“It is a totally senseless, brutal and vicious
attack on a human being and in this case,
on a journalist,” Toh said. “We are very lucky
in Hong Kong to have a free press,” she
added.  The pair had pleaded not guilty and
accused police of beating them into making
confessions.

Prosecutors said Yip had told police he
had driven Wong to a street where Lau usual-
ly ate after being offered the money, and that
there was CCTV footage of the two near Lau’s
home ahead of the attack.— AFP

Two jailed for 19 years over HK journalist attack

BANGKOK: People leave flowers at a shopping plaza across from the Erawan Shrine at Rajprasong intersection, the scene
of Monday’s bombing, for a multi-denominational religious service for victims in Bangkok, Thailand, yesterday. — AP

MANILA: Supporters of the late opposition senator Ninoy
Aquino, father of President Benigno Aquiuno, former sen-
ator Heherzon Alvarez (center-R) and Reli German (center-
2nd L) offer flowers at the tarmac of Manila international
airport yesterday, as part of the 32nd anniversary remem-
brance of the death of the former opposition senator.
Aquino, was assassinated shortly after arriving from a
self-imposed exile in the US. — AFP
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Dismal business surveys 
intensify growth fears

US banks moved billions in 
trades beyond CFTC’s reach 

China manufacturing index 
tumbles to six-year low

ROTTERDAM: The Hoegh Target, the largest car carrier in the world, the Norwegian Hoegh Autoliners is towed into the port of Rotterdam, yesterday. The 14-deck ship is 199.9 meters
long, 36.5 meters wide and can carry 8,500 cars. —AFP 

DUBAI/LONDON: Some of OPEC’s Gulf mem-
bers are concerned about the latest drop in
oil prices which had not been expected, OPEC
delegates said, but they see little chance of
the exporting group diverting from its policy
of defending market share.

Brent oil is trading near $46 a barrel, close
to its 2015 low after an 18 percent drop in
July, pressured by abundant supplies and
concern about the health of the Chinese
economy, the world’s second-largest oil con-
sumer. Despite this, the delegates including
from Gulf OPEC members who declined to be
identified say China is still buying and stock-
piling crude and they expect strong global
demand growth should push prices back to
$60 next year.

“There is a concern about the health of the
Chinese economy, but as numbers have
shown the need to import oil is increasing,” an
OPEC delegate from a Gulf oil producer said.

“Oil prices will remain volatile... but they
will recover,” the delegate said this month,
adding that he does not expect OPEC to take
any step now “due to unclarity” in the market.

Prices have more than halved since June

last year. OPEC’s Gulf members, relatively
wealthy, are better able to cope with low oil
prices than the African members, Iran or
Venezuela. Led by Saudi Arabia, the Gulf
members drove OPEC’s strategy shift last year
to allow prices to fall to discourage growth in
competing supply sources.

While non-Gulf members of the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries have frequently expressed concern
since then about the drop in prices, Gulf
members have rarely voiced such sentiments.
But there is no indication they expect OPEC’s
policy to change.

“Of course everyone is concerned, but we
hope by the fourth quarter the market will
start recovering,” a second OPEC source said,
citing the end of seasonal refinery mainte-
nance that will boost crude demand.

CHINA CONCERNS
OPEC officials reconfirmed its market-share

strategy at its last meeting in June. At the
time, delegates were expecting a recovery in
prices towards the end of 2015, supported by
expected higher global demand. But those

sentiments have changed with the latest oil
price drop and as concern grows about the
demand outlook in China.

“Prices are expected to stay under down-
ward pressure until the expected enhance-
ment in demand next year, then they can
reach around $55-60 a barrel,” a third OPEC
delegate said.

OPEC currently expects an acceleration of
growth in world oil demand next year to 1.34
million barrels per day, from 1.28 million bpd
this year, as well as an increase in the demand
for its own crude as non-OPEC supply expan-
sion slows.

Although China’s crude demand has so far
remained strong as authorities take advan-
tage of cheap oil to build up strategic reserves
and consumers kept spending despite the
slowing economy, there are signs of weaken-
ing, with the devaluation of the yuan poten-
tially denting fuel imports.

OPEC delegates and industry sources say it
is hard for Saudi Arabia to reverse the policy it
championed, particularly at a time when both
Iran and Iraq are gearing up to boost their
crude exports.

“The Gulf states are worried about the
decline but there will be no change of direc-
tion unless Saudi was to lead it,” an industry
source and OPEC expert said. “At the
moment, Saudi is still in charge and they will
stick with it.” Adding to the uncertainty over
the health of the Chinese economy is concern
about rising global oil production in a market
that OPEC’s own forecasts indicate is already
oversupplied by more than 2 million bpd.
Saudi Arabia and Iraq, OPEC’s top two pro-
ducers, have been pumping this year at
record highs, and others like Russia have kept
production levels elevated.

OPEC does not meet until Dec. 4 and has
rebuffed calls for an emergency meeting by
Algeria. While OPEC rules say a simple majori-
ty of the 12 OPEC members is needed to call
an emergency meeting, insiders say unless
Saudi Arabia is among those in favour no
meeting is likely.

“Emergency meetings need coordina-
tion and agreement or at least a proposal
before the ministers go for it, and I don’t
see this happening,” said the second OPEC
source. — Reuters

OPEC concern widens about oil drop

Gulf delegates still see higher Q4 demand supporting prices
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LONDON/MILAN: Egypt is seeking liquefied
natural gas (LNG) via Jordan, three traders
told Reuters yesterday, as the two neighbors
bolster LNG imports following their recent
installation of floating storage and regasifi-
cation units (FSRUs). State-owned gas com-
pany EGAS is seeking four LNG cargoes for
delivery to Jordan’s Aqaba gas terminal
which will then be piped to Egypt, the
traders said. EGAS has approached existing
suppliers for two cargoes to be delivered in
September and two in October, the traders

said. “Only existing suppliers have been
invited to the tender: Noble Group,
Trafigura, Vitol, BP and maybe Gazprom,”
said one of the traders. EGAS was not avail-
able for immediate comment.

A former gas exporter, Egypt now suffers
shortages which have prompted it to begin
LNG imports via an FSRU from Hoegh LNG
moored at the Red Sea port of Ain Sukhna
which arrived in April. “The Egyptians need
gas now and Ain Sukhna is not able to han-
dle it all,” a ship broker said. 

“Much of the demand for Jordan is
expected to flow to Egypt.” Egypt has a sec-
ond FSRU on order from Singapore-based
Norwegian gas shipping company BW Gas
which is due in October and plans to obtain
a third in 2016. Jordan is also looking to LNG
to diversify its energy sourcing with an FSRU
moored at the port of Aqaba which received
its first gas in May. Egypt and Jordan are
linked by the Arab Gas Pipeline built origi-
nally for exports flows from Egypt.

Since the country’s 2011 revolution,

however, numerous attacks on the
pipeline have disrupted operations and a
lack of investment in Egypt’s own energy
industry have transformed the country
into a net importer of energy. Egypt in
April agreed to import around $3.55 billion
worth of LNG in the 2015-2016 financial
year, including cargoes from commodity
traders Trafigura, Vitol and Noble Group,
oil major BP, along with Russia’s Gazprom
and Algeria’s state-owned energy compa-
ny Sonatrach. — Reuters

Egypt seeks LNG cargoes via Jordan

LONDON: US oil prices headed for their
eighth consecutive week of falls yesterday,
the longest losing streak since 1986, after a
sharp drop in Chinese manufacturing
increased worries over the health of the
world’s biggest energy consumer. Activity in
China’s factory sector shrank at its fastest
pace in almost 6-1/2 years in August as
domestic and export demand dwindled,
adding to worries about lower consumption
of crude in the second-biggest oil user. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait oil price went down
by $1.6 to settle at $44.04 per barrel after
being at $45.64 pb the day before, said
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yester-
day. The international price for the Brent mix
was down by 46 cents settling at $46.16 pb
after finishing last trading session by a 54
cents decrease. The US Brent mix fell to its
lowest price in six years ending at $40.21 pb. 

Asian stocks followed Wall Street lower

as fears took hold of a China-led slowdown
in global growth. US crude for October deliv-
ery was 50 cents lower at $40.92 a barrel by
1230 GMT. On Thursday, the September US
crude contract saw its lowest intraday trade
since March 2009 at $40.21 a barrel before it
expired at the market close.

Brent oil was on track for its seventh
weekly decline in eight, down 60 cents at
$46.02 a barrel, after settling 54 cents lower
on Thursday.

Both global oil benchmarks are near 6-
1/2-year lows, with US crude heading for its
longest weekly losing streak in 29 years.
“The market is stuck in a relentless down-
trend,” said Robin Bieber, a director at
London brokerage PVM Oil Associates.
“The trend is down - stick with it.”

In late 1985, oil prices slumped to $10
from around $30 over five months as OPEC
raised output to regain market share follow-

ing an increase in non-OPEC production.
“Weighing on prices is the continued

ample supply with crude oil builds in the
US and OPEC pumping at record levels,”
said Michael Poulsen at Global Risk
Management. “Fear of slowing growth in
China is increasing.”

The dollar fell on receding expectations
of a US  interest rate rise in September, pro-
viding some support for oil. But technical
price charts for almost all the big oil futures
markets looked bearish, PVM’s Bieber said.

US crude inventories continued to rise
last week, as imports rose and shale produc-
tion fell more slowly than anticipated,
despite dropping prices. “The only silver lin-
ing we are seeing coming from the United
States is that refining rates remain high and
that crude production continues to fall,”
Daniel Ang at Singapore-based Philip
Futures said.— Agencies

US oil fall longest in 29 
years after China data 

Kuwait oil price down to $44.04pb

JAKARTA: A shipment of about 500 Toyota vehicles, transported by cargo from Toyota manufacturing plant in
Jakarta, arrive at Surabaya port in eastern Java island for distribution to their local outlets. Indonesia recorded its
largest trade surplus for more than a year and a half in July, as exports and imports plunged. —AFP China’s July Iran oil

imports rise 3% on year 
BEIJING: China’s crude oil imports from Iran rose in July from
a year earlier, official customs data showed yesterday, as
crude imports in the world’s largest energy consumer hit
their second highest level on record.

China, Iran’s biggest oil client, imported 2.44 million tons
of Iranian oil last month, or 575,700 barrels per day (bpd), up
3.0 percent from a year ago, but down 14.3 percent from
June’s 671,800 bpd. Thomson Reuters Oil Research &
Forecasts had put its latest estimate of China’s July imports
from Iran at 2.65 million tons, or 624,000 bpd. The group
expects volume from Iran to come in at 586,400 bpd in
August. US President Barack Obama laid out his case for US
lawmakers to back a nuclear deal with Iran in a letter released
by the White House. Obama has said he will veto any rejec-
tion of the deal by the US Congress.

Iran, once OPEC’s No.2 producer after Saudi Arabia, hopes
to boost crude exports by as much as 1 million bpd once
sanctions are lifted. For the first seven months of the year,
China brought in 17.1 million tons of Iranian crude oil, or
587,400 bpd, down 4.9 percent from the year-earlier period,
the customs data showed, but still above the 2014 average of
roughly 555,000 bpd. China lifted a total of 7.23 million bpd
in July, its second highest month on record. Crude imports
from Saudi Arabia jumped 12.1 percent to 988,800 bpd,
allowing it to keep its spot as China’s top supplier, although
volumes were down from June. Russian imports were also up
on a year earlier, surging 59.4 percent to 887,000 bpd,
although they were down from a May peak. Venezuela
imports reached their highest level since at least 2006, rising
182.9 percent to 517,300 bpd. — Reuters

Dubai crude trade volume
in Asia hits record high 

SINGAPORE:  The number of cargoes traded during a pricing
process for Middle East crude exports to Asia hit an all-time high in
August after Chinaoil bought another four cargoes yesterday,
traders said. Aggressive trading, with heavy buying by Chinaoil
and selling by Unipec, has pushed up Middle East crude prices for
Asia, even as other grades are being pressed lower by a global glut.

Trades during the Platts Dubai Market on Close (MoC)
process led to the delivery of 58 October-loading cargoes this
month, or 29 million barrels, the traders said. This exceeds the
previous high of 55 June-loading cargoes traded in April, which
was all purchased by Chinaoil, they added. Traders are con-
cerned that available supplies could be exhausted before
August ends. Based on historical transactions, a maximum 74
cargoes can be traded via the MoC system in one month. In
August, Chinaoil, the trading arm of PetroChina Co Ltd , bought
55 cargoes of 500,000 barrels each, while Swiss trading company
Mercuria purchased three. Of the 58, 19 were Upper Zakum, 37
Oman and 2 Dubai cargoes.

Unipec, the trading unit of Asia’s largest refiner Sinopec , sold
more than two-thirds of the cargoes this month. Other sellers
included Royal Dutch Shell, Vitol, Reliance Global Energy Services,
the trading arm of Indian refiner Reliance Industries, and Gunvor.
On the first day of trade this month, Chinaoil bought a record dai-
ly volume of 5 million barrels from Unipec, more than the volume
top exporter Saudi Arabia supplies to Asia each day. Platts, part of
McGraw Hill Financial Inc, competes with Thomson Reuters in pro-
viding information to the energy markets. — Reuters
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ALLAHABAD: Indian women sort onions at a wholesale vegetable market in Allahabad, India, yesterday.
Further spike in prices of onions is expected both in wholesale and retail markets due to the fall in production
and sluggish supply of stored onions, according to local reports. — AP

LONDON/BEIJING: Signs China’s slowdown is
getting worse and weak growth in Europe
have further damaged the outlook for the
global economy, sending stocks and com-
modity prices reeling yesterday.

World markets had already been on edge
after China’s surprise devaluation of the yuan
last week and a near-collapse in its stock mar-
kets in early summer. “Uncertainty about
China growth is now the main swing factor in
markets,” said Tim Condon, an economist at
ING Group in Singapore.

“Today’s data reinforced the doubts about
global growth.” The preliminary Caixin/Markit
China Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) stood at 47.1 in August, well
below a Reuters poll median of 47.7 and
down from July’s final 47.8.

It was the worst reading since March
2009, in the depths of the global financial cri-
sis, and the sixth straight one below the 50-
point level, which separates growth in activi-
ty from contraction on a monthly basis. Euro-
zone business growth unexpectedly acceler-
ated this month but remained tepid, accord-
ing to surveys out of Europe, while a similar
index due later from the United States is
expected to show only a modest pickup in
factory growth.

World stock markets tumbled towards their
worst week of the year and commodities got
another kicking, as the data sent investors scur-
rying to the safety of bonds and gold. Analysts
still expect the US central bank to raise interest
rates this year, possibly as soon as next month,
though minutes from the US Federal Reserve’s
last meeting in July showed policymakers dis-
cussed China, Greece’s debt crisis and the weak
state of the global economy.

CHINESE WIND
The downdraft from China is particularly

rattling economies of its trade-reliant Asian
neighbors. South Korea, which counts China
as its biggest trading partner, said on Friday
its exports slumped and Taiwan reported on
Thursday its export orders in July fell more
than expected.

And while a similar factory survey in Japan
pointed to a pick-up there due to stronger
domestic demand, policymakers in Tokyo are
keenly aware of the dangers if China slows
further. Following three decades of blistering
double-digit economic growth, Chinese
authorities have had limited success in
shoring up activity this year despite four
interest rates cuts since November.

Worse, last week’s shock 2 percent deval-
uation in the yuan and a near-collapse in
Chinese shares over the summer that was
countered by a massive stock market rescue
do not appear to have calmed investor jit-
ters. The yuan has slid nearly 3 percent since
its Aug. 11 devaluation, a fall some analysts
say is too modest to boost Chinese exports,
but notable enough to raise fears of com-
petitive currency devaluations between
governments.

The speed with which China’s economy is
losing steam has led to analysts warning the
government may struggle to meet its official
growth target of 7 percent this year if it does-
n’t ratchet up policy support. China’s factory
output, retail sales and investment all disap-
pointed in July. Some economists say China’s
present growth levels could already be closer
to half of the 7 percent official figure reported
for the second quarter.

“While we do not have enough informa-

tion to assess all the details of official releases,
we share the view that real GDP growth prob-
ably slowed more than reported in recent
quarters,” said Wei Yao at Societe Generale.

EUROPEAN BREEZE
A relatively upbeat euro zone survey, one

of the earliest monthly economic indicators,
suggests the European Central Bank’s mas-
sive bond-buying program and a weaker
euro may be finally having an impact on
growth. However, signs businesses are cut-
ting prices at a faster rate will be disappoint-
ing for the ECB which has been battling to
bring inflation - at just 0.2 percent in July -
anywhere near its two percent target ceiling.

Markit’s Composite Flash PMI, rose to
54.1 this month from July’s 53.9, confound-
ing expectations in a Reuters poll for a mod-
est dip to 53.8.

The headline index has been above 50
since mid-2013 and Markit said the PMI sug-
gested third quarter GDP growth of 0.4 per-
cent, matching the prediction in a Reuters
poll last week.

“It points to weak growth that will do little
to erode the spare capacity in the region,”
said Jennifer McKeown at Capital Economics.

“We still see euro-zone growth slowing
in the coming months as earlier boosts
from falling inflation and the euro’s depre-
ciation fade, particularly if renewed uncer-
tainty surrounding the Greek election dam-
ages confidence.” Adding to uncertainty for
investors following a brief period of relief
after Athens avoided default and signed a
third bailout to stay in the euro-zone, Greek
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras resigned on
Thursday. — Reuters

Dismal business surveys 
intensify growth fears
Orders fall at faster rate, more workers being laid off

Gold eyes biggest
weekly rise since Jan

LONDON: Gold eased yesterday after an earlier rally to six-week
highs ran out of steam, but remained on track for its biggest weekly
gain since mid January as more bad economic data from China bat-
tered financial markets. World stocks tumbled towards their worst
week of the year, while the dollar index hit a near eight-week low
after the China factory report added to doubts that the Federal
Reserve will be able to raise interest rates next month.

Gold had already rebounded this week from July’s 5-1/2 year
low, boosted by minutes of the Fed’s last policy meeting, which
dented expectations for an imminent hike in US rates.

Spot gold was down 0.2 percent at $1,150 an ounce at 0954
GMT, off an earlier high of $1,168.40, while US gold futures for
December delivery were down $3.20 an ounce at $1,150. Spot gold
is still up more than 3 percent this week. “Everyone’s following the
Fed, effectively,” Natixis analyst Bernard Dahdah said. “A September
hike is seen as less likely than it was a week ago... If you look at the
interest rate probability according to the Fed fund futures, on
August 13 it was showing 50 percent for September, and now it’s
down to 32 percent.” “The latest move is related to disappointment
in that, and the dollar has weakened, which is related to China.” The
dollar hit its lowest in almost eight weeks against a basket of major
currencies on Friday, after the weak factory data from China.

Gold has come under heavy pressure this year from expectations
that the Fed would hike rates for the first time in nearly a decade,
lifting the opportunity cost of holding non-yielding bullion while
boosting the dollar. Appetite for risk was further dented in Europe
after Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras resigned on Thursday.

“Risk aversion is rising again in financial markets, weighing on
equities and in turn lifting gold,” Julius Baer said in a note. “Gold
could remain supported in the short-term by further short-cover-
ing and safe-haven demand.” The world’s largest gold-backed
exchange-traded fund, New York’s SPDR Gold Shares, reported
an inflow of 3.6 tons on Thursday, its first in just over a week.
Among other precious metals, silver was down 1.1 percent at
$15.38 an ounce, while platinum was down 1 percent at
$1,019.25 an ounce and palladium was down 2.4 percent at
$603.25 an ounce. — Reuters

Ugandan shilling’s fall 
could curb growth: FM

NAIROBI:  A drop in the value of the Ugandan shilling is likely to limit
economic expansion this year by driving up prices and forcing the cen-
tral bank to raise interest rates further, the country’s finance minister
said. The shilling is down 23 percent against the dollar this year, amid
expectations the Federal Reserve will raise US rates.

“We have a challenge of a sliding shilling against the dollar so a
bit of inflation now is creeping up,” Matia Kasaija told Reuters by
phone from Kampala. The growth forecast “is likely to be affected if
things don’t improve within a short period of time.” Core inflation
rose to 5.4 percent in July from 4.9 percent in June. In an interview
with Reuters the same month, a senior central bank official said the
bank expected it to rise to 8 to 10 percent over the next 12 months.
Policymakers have already begun tightening. Since April, they have
raised the central bank’s benchmark lending rate by a total of 500
basis points, to 16 percent.

Authorities in the east African nation forecast the economy will
expand by 5.8 percent this year from 4.8 percent last year, as it invests
in infrastructure projects like a modern railway. Kasaija, a former state
minister for planning who was elevated to finance minister in March,
said higher interest rates were cutting demand for private-sector bor-
rowing. The biggest risk to the foreign exchange rate was an imbal-
ance in exports and imports, the minister said, without providing fig-
ures. He added the volatility in the exchange rate was “very undesir-
able”. “It is affecting the economy adversely. It is pushing our inflation
to figures which we never thought,” Kasaija said. Kasaija said he was
confident inflation would still be in single digits by the end of this year,
as bumper food harvests keep food prices stable. 

He sought to allay fears government spending would rise before
presidential elections due in February or March. “Money for elections
was budgeted for,” he said. The minister warned Ugandans, however,
to brace themselves for spending cuts in other areas, such as
allowances and travel for civil servants, to ride out the threat from a
weakening currency. Salary increments will be frozen.

“Ugandans will have to do a bit of sacrificing when we are
experiencing this shock ... If things get worse I will not hesitate to
cut the expenditure of government,” he said. Investments in
roads, rail and power plants, aimed at improving the business cli-
mate to attract investors, will be insulated, he said. “I can’t cut on
development projects because I will be shooting myself in the
foot,” the minister said.  — Reuters



LONDON: Stock markets around the world
suffered further big declines yesterday amid
concerns over the Chinese economy and
renewed uncertainty over Greece following
the decision by Alexis Tsipras to resign as
prime minister.  Investors have been gripped
by an increasing sense of unease this week,
largely because of the uncertainty related to
China. Since early summer, Chinese stocks
have taken a battering but global markets
haven’t responded much - until now.
Following last week’s decision by the country’s
monetary authorities to reduce the value of
the yuan, China’s currency, stock markets have
really taken a hit.

The devaluation of the yuan has fueled
concerns about the outlook for the world’s
number 2 economy as well as clouding the
prospects of other emerging economies in
Asia - the lower yuan will make their exports
less competitive weighing on growth. Over
the past few months, Chinese stocks have
recorded big losses after a series of disap-
pointing economic data raised concerns
over the economic outlook. Another weak
manufacturing survey yesterday only added
to those concerns, prompting further selling
in Shanghai and across the globe. “China
has been on a mission to keep up the illu-

sion of a gradual slowdown, but dealers
aren’t buying it  anymore,” said David
Madden, market analyst at IG.

KEEPING SCORE: In Europe, France’s CAC-
40 declined 1.3 percent to 4,724 while
Germany’s DAX fell 1.4 percent to 10,288. The
FTSE 100 index of leading British shares was
down 1.2 percent at 6,292. U.S. stocks were
poised for further falls at the open, with both
Dow futures and the broader S&P 500 futures
down 0.2 percent. On Thursday, the S&P had
its worst day since February 2014.

CHINA JITTERS: The main reason behind
the turmoil in financial markets, which has also
seen oil and commodity prices slide further,
has been unease over China. On Friday, the
preliminary version of the Caixin purchasing
managers’ index - a gauge of business activity
- fell to an unexpectedly low 47.1 points from
July’s 47.8 points on a 100-point scale on
which numbers below 50 show a contraction.
The Shanghai Composite Index suffered
another steep drop of 4.3 percent to 3,507.74
points.

GREECE BACK TOO: Concerns over Greece
following Tsipras’ decision to resign reinforced
the selling trend. The country, which earlier
this week got its hands on the first tranche of
cash from its third international bailout, looks

headed for another election on Sept. 20 pro-
vided opposition parties can’t form a new gov-
ernment. Tsipras is hoping to capitalize on his
personal popularity in the election as he seeks
a new mandate to govern.

ANALYST TAKE: “While the decision to
have a new vote is likely to increase political
uncertainty in the short term, a fact acknowl-
edged by Moody’s the ratings agency, the
hope is that the more dysfunctional members
of his government will get pushed to the side-
lines,” said Michael Hewson, chief market ana-
lyst at CMC Markets.

ASIA’S DAY: The selling in Asia wasn’t just
confined to China. Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 was off 3
percent at 19,435.83 while Seoul’s Kospi shed
2 percent to 1,876.07 and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng retreated 1.5 percent to 22,409.62.

ENERGY: Worries over the scale of the slow-
down in China weighed on oil prices too - low-
er growth equates to lower demand. The
benchmark US crude fell 13 cents to $41.19
per barrel in electronic trading on the New
York Mercantile Exchange while Brent crude,
which is used to price international oils, shed
33 cents to $46.29 in London.

CURRENCY: The dollar was also soft, with
the euro up 0.4 percent at $1.1277. The dollar
was also 0.6 percent lower at 122.73 yen. — AP
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TOKYO: Japanese Finance Minister Taro Aso
said yesterday that recent moves by China to
allow its currency to depreciate are a concern
and could pose problems for Tokyo. Japan’s
Nikkei 225 stock index fell 3 percent to
19,435.83 yesterday, slipping below the psy-
chological 20,000 mark on widespread selling.

“Chinese factors are a big part of this, with-
out a doubt,” Aso said at a regular news brief-
ing. A further devaluation of the Chinese yuan
could put Japan in a “tough spot,” the Nikkei
newspaper and other local media quoted Aso
as saying. It was unclear what sorts of choices
Aso was implying Japan might face, but the
Japanese currency, the yen, has fallen by over
60 percent against the US dollar since hitting a
peak of 75.35 yen to the dollar in October
2011. It was trading near 123 yen per dollar
yesterday.

The yen’s decline has been hastened by
massive monetary easing since 2013 by the
Bank of Japan, which is buying trillions of yen
in assets each month, seeking to spur growth.
China’s decision to widen the trading band for
the yuan, partly to make it more responsive to
market forces, has raised fears that other coun-
tries will also allow their currencies to fall.

While most economists say such concerns
are exaggerated, a few countries have fol-
lowed China’s lead. Kazakhstan’s currency
plunged by over 20 percent against the dollar
on Thursday after its government decided to
move to a free float to cope with big swings in
global currencies and commodity prices.
Vietnam also allowed its currency, the dong, to
weaken slightly. The injection of massive
amounts of cash into the Japanese economy
drove the yen lower, while in turn boosting
profits of major corporations that earn a large

share of their revenue overseas - and pushing
share prices higher.

The strategy is the backbone of Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe’s effort to staunch defla-
tion, or falling prices due to weak demand, and
spur growth by persuading consumers and
companies to spend more.

The yuan’s decline against the US dollar
has had a limited direct impact on the value of

the yen. But uncertainty over future policy and
over the impact of China’s economic slow-
down is reverberating across global markets.
“It’s not just China. It’s the emerging markets in
general,” said Masamichi Adachi of JPMorgan
in Tokyo. “At the end of the day, it’s all coming
from China. Brazil, South Africa, many coun-
tries are commodity exporters and the final
destination is all going to China.”— AP

Chinese province’s 
debt crisis exposes 
economic fault line

BEIJING: A mini debt crisis in northern China is exposing cracks in
a financial pillar of the country’s economic revival plan: the $430
billion loan-guarantee industry. China has a heavy corporate debt
burden and its economy is slowing, putting borrowers under
strain, but many lenders take comfort from the fact that their
loans are insured against default through the nation’s almost
8,000 guarantee companies.

A third of these are state-backed companies that stand behind
more than 60 percent of China’s guaranteed loans. They exist to
facilitate finance for smaller businesses - China’s job-creators - but a
crisis unfolding in northern Hebei province shows that their ability
to meet those guarantees is in doubt. In Hebei, a gritty region of
steel mills and factories close to the capital Beijing, one such com-
pany is technically insolvent, a fate likely shared by other guarantee
firms as the world’s second-largest economy rapidly loses momen-
tum. Hebei Financing Investment Guarantee Group has sold too
many guarantees, too cheaply, on loans that have now gone sour.
“The domestic financing guarantee model is a very bad one,” said
Hebei Financing general manager Ma Guobin.

Companies such as Hebei Financing are obliged to sell guaran-
tees to borrowers at low rates of interest to underpin finance for
smaller businesses, which can struggle to obtain funds at viable
interest rates without a guarantee.

“The industry is also immature and has many problems and
shortcomings. On many things we don’t have a choice,” Ma added.

Hebei Financing has guaranteed loans to more than 1,000 bor-
rowers, including manufacturers that are bearing the brunt of the
slowdown. Many of these borrowers are in danger of default, pre-
senting Hebei Financial with the prospect of having to pay out 32
billion yuan ($5 billion) in loan guarantees, which would wipe out its
registered capital of 4.2 billion yuan.

Given the company is unable to meet all its guarantees, lenders
face large losses unless they can persuade the Hebei government to
intervene and bail them out.

Eleven of them recently petitioned the provincial government to
stand behind Hebei Financing’s guarantees, and the government
has formed a special committee to try and resolve the crisis. “If there
weren’t guarantees provided by Hebei Financing Investment
Guarantee Group, investors would not have agreed to lend to those
companies,” the petitioners wrote in a letter to the province’s
Communist Party secretary and the governor.

The letter, reviewed by Reuters, was written by 10 trust firms and
one fund manager, which raised funds from the public before on-
lending them. If the guarantees are not honored, they may default
in turn on returns pledged to their own investors. To ratchet up the
pressure on the Hebei government, the letter urged it to act in order
to “prevent the crisis from triggering a public panic”. Attempts to
contact the Hebei government were unsuccessful.  The Hebei State-
Owned Assets Supervisions and Administration Commission, which
oversees Hebei Financing, declined to comment.

TIP OF AN ICEBERG?
“We see a lot of these companies in China, and we worry about

the underlying fundamentals,” said Sally Yim, senior credit officer
with Moody’s Investors Service in Hong Kong.

“You are bound to see more of these defaults, or troubles from
these type of small guarantee companies,” she added. Yim doubted
this would pose a major risk to the financial system. China has $3.65
trillion in foreign reserves and could deal comfortably with several
crises on the scale of Hebei. However, a loss of investor confidence
in the overall guarantee industry could be harder to contain. If
lenders suspect local governments will not bail out guarantee com-
panies in times of trouble, the broader economy becomes the loser
as businesses are starved of finance. 

“This is unbelievable,” said an executive of a trust company that
was one of the signatories to the petition. She declined to be identi-
fied because of the sensitivity of the matter.

“Who would dare to believe in the guarantee industry in the
future? What’s the point of having this industry?” she added. Beijing
is moving to strengthen the system and unveiled plans last month
to set up a national financial guarantee fund to back provincial
guarantee firms such as Hebei Financing.

But it risks reinforcing the assumption among lenders that gov-
ernments will bail them out and encouraging reckless lending.
Hebei Financing’s Ma said his firm carried out due diligence and
required borrowers to provide collateral, but it was not allowed to
price its guarantees according to the level of risk.

The lenders, however, can charge higher rates even though the
risk of default rests primarily with the guarantor, he said. “This is
unfair. Very unfair. But we can’t do anything.” — Reuters

TOKYO: Japan’s Finance Minister Taro Aso speaks during a opening session at
the lower house of Parliament in Tokyo. Aso said yesterday that recent moves
by China to allow its currency to depreciate are a concern and could pose prob-
lems for Tokyo. — AP

Japan FM warns China 
on currency moves

Nikkei 225 index plunges below 20,000

China and Greece concerns 
combine to roil markets
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NEW YORK: This spring, traders and analysts working
deep in the global swaps markets began picking up
peculiar readings: Hundreds of billions of dollars of
trades by US banks had seemingly vanished. “We saw
strange things in the data,” said Chris Barnes, a former
swaps trader now with ClarusFT, a London-based data
firm. The vanishing of the trades was little noted out-
side a circle of specialists. But the implications were
big. The missing transactions reflected an effort by
some of the largest US banks - including Goldman
Sachs, JP Morgan Chase, Citigroup, Bank of America,
and Morgan Stanley - to get around new regulations
on derivatives enacted in the wake of the financial cri-
sis, say current and former financial regulators.

The trades hadn’t really disappeared. Instead, the
major banks had tweaked a few key words in swaps
contracts and shifted some other  trades to affiliates in
London, where regulations are far more lenient. Those
affiliates remain largely outside the jurisdiction of US
regulators, thanks to a loophole in swaps rules that
banks successfully won from the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission in 2013.

LOBBYING BLITZ
The products affected by that loophole include

some of the most widely traded financial derivatives in
the world - such as interest rate swaps, where a bank
takes a fee for exchanging a variable-rate interest pay-
ment for a fixed rate with a client, and credit default
swaps, a sort of insurance where one party, often a
bank, agrees to pay another party in the event of a
bond default. For large investors, the products are an
important tool to hedge risk. But in times of crisis, they
can turn toxic. In 2008, some of these instruments
helped topple major financial institutions, crashing
the US economy and leading to government bailouts.

After the crisis, Congress and regulators sought to
rein in this risk, and the banks fought back. From 2010
to 2013, when the CFTC was drafting new rules, repre-
sentatives of the five largest US banks met with the
regulator more than 300 times, according to CFTC
records. Goldman Sachs attended at least 160 of those
meetings. “Consistent rules around the world are bet-
ter for investors and markets,” said Andrew Williams, a
spokesman for Goldman Sachs. “That is what we
advocated for then and continue to do so now.”

Many of the CFTC employees who were lobbied in
these meetings went on to work for banks. Between
2010 and 2013, there were 50 CFTC staffers who met
with the top five US banks 10 or more times. Of those
50 staffers, at least 25 now work for the big five or oth-
er top swaps-dealing banks, or for law firms and lob-
byists representing these banks.

The lobbying blitz helped win a ruling from the
CFTC that left US banks’ overseas operations largely
outside the jurisdiction of US regulators. After that rule
passed, US banks simply shipped more trades over-
seas. By December of 2014, certain US swaps markets
had seen 95 percent of their trading volume disappear
in less than two years.

“THE SHADOWS THAT DO YOU IN”
While many swaps trades are now booked abroad,

some people in the markets believe the risk remains
firmly on US shores.  They say the big American banks
are still on the hook for swaps they’re parking offshore
with subsidiaries. 

This worries some regulators, who fear that
Washington, in turn, will be on the hook for another
bailout if these “too big to fail” banks are hit by a fresh
shock - such as a rash of defaults in a recession.

“These are the shadows that do you in during a cri-
sis, when there is almost always that link back to the
core money center banks at home,” said Simon
Johnson, an adviser to the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, which regulates government insured
banks, and a former chief economist at the IMF. To be
sure, some post-crisis regulations have reduced cer-
tain kinds of risk-taking by major institutions, regula-
tors and lawmakers say. Certain CFTC rules still apply
to US banks’ operations abroad, such as requirements

that swaps trades be reported to a central data center.
Other regulators, such as the Federal Reserve, have
jurisdiction over US banks’ global operations.

Still, the banks’ victory on the swaps loophole
leaves a concentrated knot of risk at the heart of the
financial system.  The US derivatives market has
shrunk but remains large, with outstanding contracts
worth $220 trillion at face value. And the top five top
banks account for 92 percent of that.

A NEW ORDER
In late 2010, the CFTC began drafting new rules

regulating derivatives markets as mandated by
Congress in the landmark Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform Act. Lawmakers were doing an about-face: In
2000, Congress had passed a law barring the regula-
tion of derivatives. But times had changed.

The notional value of derivatives holdings on
banks’ balance sheets had ballooned from $88 trillion
globally in 1999 to $672 trillion in 2008, when the
financial crisis hit. Those barely regulated products,
including certain types of swaps, brought many giant
financial institutions to their knees.

The Dodd-Frank Act required better reporting and

record keeping to keep tabs on risk, and it implement-
ed trading rules aimed at minimizing the chance that
a collapsing bank would bring down others. The most
commonly used swaps were required to be traded on
an electronic exchange open to all buyers and sellers,
much like the stock market is today.

The rules would make it easier for new competi-
tors to enter the swaps-dealing market, worth an esti-
mated $40 billion to $60 billion a year to the 16 large
global banks that dominate the market. Fees would
fall - and most important to regulators worried about
another meltdown, risk would be dispersed among
more institutions. In 2009, President Barack Obama
tapped Gary Gensler, then 51 years old, to chair the
CFTC. Liberals grumbled about Gensler’s rÈsumÈ. The
son of a cigarette and pinball-machine salesman in
working class Baltimore, Gensler, at 30, had become
the youngest banker ever to make partner at
Goldman Sachs.

Among other jobs, he oversaw the bank’s deriva-
tives trading in Asia. Later, as an undersecretary of the
Treasury, Gensler helped push through the 2000 law
that had banned regulation of derivatives markets.

INSIDE KNOWLEDGE
But he had an insider’s knowledge. At Goldman,

he had seen how US banks took advantage of differ-
ences in regulations in different countries. London, for
example, increased its appeal as a global finance hub,
in part, by touting its “light touch” regulation to woo
banks. That practice - known as regulatory arbitrage -
had a history of landing the economy in trouble.

AIG, a Connecticut-based insurance giant, buckled

in 2008 under trades made by its office in London. US
taxpayers footed the bill with a $182 billion bailout.
Gensler often told people how, at the Treasury, he was
stuck with the task of briefing then-Secretary Robert
Rubin about Long-Term Capital Management in 1998.
The Connecticut hedge fund collapsed under $1.2 tril-
lion in swaps booked to a post office box in the
Cayman Islands.

In 2009, soon after Gensler took the job, Congress
was hashing out the Dodd-Frank bill. A powerful
Republican congressman, Rep. Spencer Bachus of
Alabama, put forth an amendment that would keep
banks’ overseas operations outside the new rules.
Alarmed, the Democratic co-sponsor of the bill, Rep.
Barney Frank, asked Gensler to craft a counter-propos-
al. Gensler and his staff tucked a 17-word insert into a
228-page amendment to the Dodd-Frank bill. The
addition seemed to assure banks that the new deriva-
tives rules wouldn’t apply to their overseas trading
operations. Bachus backed off. But the insert was
craftily worded to leave wiggle room. If those activities
“have a direct and significant connection with activi-
ties in, or effect on, commerce of the United States,”
then the rules would apply, Gensler’s addition read.

ABOUT-FACE
One year later, at a late 2010 meeting of the CFTC’s

board, one of Gensler’s legal aides declared that the
passage in fact gave the regulator worldwide reach
over US banks’ trading operations. A coalition of 13
global banks banded together to fight the clause.
They hired Edward J. Rosen, a derivatives lawyer with
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton, to lead the effort.

The debate that ensued became one of the most
contentious chapters of the post-crisis regulatory bat-
tle. “The industry ran to the ramparts once it became
clear how the CFTC would apply this provision,” said
Dennis Kelleher, president of Better Markets, a
Washington DC-based advocacy group for tighter
financial regulation. By the end of Gensler’s term at
the CFTC, Rosen’s firm had reaped nearly $6 million in
lobbying fees from various banks, according to US
Senate lobbying records provided to the Center for
Responsive Politics.  

On weekly conference calls, Rosen and the banks
hashed out strategy to shape the new rules. In scores
of letters and hundreds of meetings with regulators
and politicians, they warned that the CFTC’s proposal
would cripple banks’ ability to compete international-
ly. The proposal was “unworkable and would give rise
to a number of significant problems,” warned Rosen in
an August 2012 letter to the CFTC.

Kenneth Raisler, a former Enron lobbyist represent-
ing JP Morgan, Citigroup, and Bank of America,
argued in a letter that the CFTC should allow US banks
to do things overseas “even if those activities were not
permissible for a US bank domestically.” Goldman
Sachs Managing Director R. Martin Chavez put it more

bluntly in an August 2012 letter to the Commission.
The CFTC had “failed without justification,” he wrote.

FRIENDLY NEWCOMER
In late 2011, banks caught a break. Michael Dunn,

the third Democrat on the five-person commission,
stepped down. Dunn’s vote had ensured that Gensler
was able to carry the day on controversial rules, out-
gunning the two Republicans, who tended to vote for
bank-friendly regulations.

In his place, Obama nominated a long time aide to
Democratic Senator Harry Reid, Mark Wetjen. Gensler
and other pro-reform allies assumed that the veteran
Democrat would vote with the Democrats on the
commission. Wetjen, a derivatives newcomer, was not
a conventional liberal. He came with an endorsement
from the US Chamber of Commerce, an opponent of
the Dodd-Frank Act. As his policy adviser, Wetjen hired
Scott Reinhart, former in-house counsel at the struc-
tured credit products division at Lehman Brothers -
the bank whose collapse in 2008 set off the financial
crisis. Rosen, the banks’ lead lawyer, discussed Wetjen
often on calls with his bank clients. The newcomer,
Rosen told them, was key to swinging the commission
in the banks’ favor.

Banks got dramatically more face time with com-
missioners after Wetjen’s appointment. In 2010,
Gensler had met with the top five US banks 13 times,
and in 2011, 10 times. That was still more than any
other staffer or commissioner at the CFTC.

In the year after Wetjen’s appointment, Wetjen
aide Reinhart met with the top five banks 36 times,
more than anyone else at the CFTC. Wetjen himself
met with the top banks second-most often, 34 times.
Gensler met them less than half as frequently, as did
nearly every other commissioner and staffer, accord-
ing to the records. In June, Reinhart left the CFTC to
join Rosen’s practice at Cleary Gottlieb.

SEEKING A LOOPHOLE
One former CFTC official close to Wetjen told

Reuters that the commissioner and his aides were sim-
ply newcomers studying up on the complex issues
facing the CFTC. Bankers say Wetjen gave them a fair-
er hearing than Gensler. “Given Gensler’s view of the
world, a lot of firms, ourselves included, stopped
meeting with him,” said one bank executive. “He was
confrontational and not terribly open minded, unlike
our experience with Mark, who wanted to be educat-
ed about the issues.” Gensler had little patience for the
bank-friendly Wetjen, former CFTC officials say. As
their disagreements sharpened, Wetjen’s pro-bank
views seemed to harden, these people said.

“Mark was struggling a little with the substance,”
one former CFTC official said. “Gary treated Mark like
he was a moron, and then Mark refused to budge.”
Wetjen joined the CFTC just as the regulator was start-
ing to draft a preliminary version of an important
statement that would determine the CFTC’s global
reach. The banks were seeking a loophole to trump
Gensler’s 17-word insert. They turned to a footnote in
an early draft of the policy dealing with cross-border
regulation. The footnote referred to banks’ overseas
“branches” but not to their “affiliates.” The banks
argued that there was a legal distinction between a
branch and an affiliate. Therefore, the rules should
apply only to overseas branches, and not to overseas
affiliates. Gensler shot that argument down.

ONE WORD: “GUARANTEE”
The banks then zeroed in on wording in that first

policy draft giving US regulators jurisdiction over
banks’ overseas operations that were backed by a
parent-company credit guarantee.

At the time, virtually all swaps contracts were
backed by guarantees that a bank’s parent compa-
ny in New York would make good on a contract if
an overseas affiliate ran into trouble.  And so the
passage seemed to Gensler a good way of captur-
ing all global swaps trading carried out by US
banks.— Reuters

US banks moved billions in trades
Missing transactions reflect effort by banks to get around new regulations 
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BEIJING: A key indicator of China’s manufactur-
ing activity slumped to a 77-month low in
August, an independent survey showed yester-
day, fuelling concerns of further deceleration in
the world’s second-largest economy.

The preliminary reading of Caixin’s
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) came in at
47.1 this month, the Chinese media group said
in a joint statement with Markit, a financial
information services provider that compiled the
survey. The figure, which fell from July’s final
reading of 47.8, was the worst since a reading of
44.8 in March 2009, according to Markit’s data.

It was also significantly weaker than the
median estimate of 48.2 from a poll of econo-
mists by Bloomberg News. The index, which
tracks activity in factories and workshops, is
seen as a key barometer of the country’s eco-
nomic health. A figure above 50 signals growth,
while anything below indicates contraction.

The figures sent Chinese and regional stock
markets lower on concerns about the economy,
a key driver of world growth. Shanghai stocks-

which have been extremely volatile in recent
months-extended falls after the figures came
out, closing down 4.27 percent.

Caixin took over sponsorship of the PMI sur-
vey from British banking giant HSBC last month.

“There is still pressure on the front of main-
taining growth rates,” He Fan, an economist at
Caixin Insight Group, said in the statement. “To
realize the goal set for this year, the govern-
ment needs to fine tune fiscal and monetary
policies to ensure macroeconomic stability and
speed up the structural reform,” added He. 

Beijing earlier this year set the annual target
for economic growth at “around seven per-
cent”. China’s economy, a key driver of global
growth, expanded 7.4 percent last year, its
weakest since 1990, and has slowed further this
year, growing 7.0 percent in each of the first
two quarters. 

Nomura economists said yesterday’s PMI
data suggested growth momentum had weak-
ened in the July-September period. “We expect
monetary policy easing to continue,” they said

in a note. Authorities accept the need to steer
China’s growth lower to make it more sustain-
able and driven by consumer demand rather
than investment, but have taken stimulatory
measures to put a floor under the slowdown. 

Tianjin blast impact 
Julian Evans-Pritchard, an analyst with

research firm Capital Economics, blamed the
disappointing August PMI reading on last
week’s massive explosions in the northern port
city of Tianjin, which killed at least 114 people
and caused more than a billion dollars in finan-
cial losses. Factory closures in Beijing and sur-
rounding areas to ensure blue skies above the
notoriously polluted city for a huge military
parade next month commemorating victory
over Japan in World War II were another factor,
he said in a report. “We still think the downside
risks to short-run growth are now overstated,”
he said, adding the government “has plenty of
policy ammunition” and will not allow growth
to slip much further.— AFP

BEIJING: An investor watches a display of stock prices at a brokerage in Beijing yesterday. Asian stocks fell
further after a survey showed Chinese manufacturing weakened this month. —AP 

SHANGHAI: Global stocks have been hit
hard over concerns for the Chinese econ-
omy, with a gauge of the country’s manu-
facturing activity yesterday providing the
latest sign of a slowdown in the world’s
second-largest economy. Although China,
a major engine of global growth, has
been slowing for some time, financial
markets in China and elsewhere have
tumbled.

Here are a series of answers to key
questions on the subject: Why are finan-
cial markets so gloomy about the Chinese
economy? - China’s economy expanded
7.4 percent last year, its weakest since
1990, and has slowed further this year,
growing 7.0 percent in each of the first
two quarters.

It is a far faster growth rate than most

other major countries, but a surprise cur-
rency devaluation last week raised suspi-
cion that the economy is worse than offi-
cials have revealed. Coming on the heels
of a stock market rout in June and July has
added to the gloom. China second quar-
ter gross domestic product (GDP) figure
exactly met the government’s full-year
target of “around” seven percent, leading
some analysts to question the announce-
ment, which came after several weak indi-
cators. China has long faced accusations
that the government massages economic
figures during times of slowdown.

Why is slowing growth such a prob-
lem domestically?

Experts  say China’s  rul ing
Communist  Party  needs to del iver

improved living standards, lifting more
people out of poverty and satisfying the
growing middle class, in exchange for
acceptance of its rule. The government
also needs to maintain a minimum level
of economic growth, which some ana-
lysts put at seven percent, in order to
create jobs for millions of people and
prevent social unrest.

Why is slowing growth a problem inter-
nationally?

With Europe’s economy weak and the
US preparing for lift-off, the world has
looked to China’s thirst for raw materials
to keep its economy humming. With more
than 1.3 billion potential consumers, the
country is also a big market for manufac-
tured goods such as cars. Any weakness in

demand could be keenly felt by producers.

Is the panic justified? 
Analysts are mixed on the question.

Weaker manufacturing activity could be
partly a reflection of a September 3 holi-
day to mark the end of World War II,
which has caused production halts, and
last week’s explosions at the port city of
Tianjin-a major centre for industry. 

“The multi-year low in the PMI (pur-
chasing managers’ index) confirms that the
economy is still not on a solid footing and
(we) look for a flat growth profile in H2,
with continued downside risks,” Barclays
Bank said in a research note. But others
said China still has plenty of weapons in its
arsenal, including further cuts in interest
rates and fiscal spending.— AFP

China manufacturing index 
tumbles to six-year low
Data fuels fears of further deceleration of economy 

Shanghai stocks 
end down 4.27% 

SHANGHAI: Shanghai stocks closed down 4.27 per-
cent yesterday after a gauge of manufacturing activity
tumbled to its lowest in more than six years, showing
more weakness in the world’s second-largest econo-
my, dealers said.

China’s benchmark Shanghai Composite Index
plunged 156.55 points to 3,507.74 on turnover of
450.6 billion yuan ($70.6 billion), but managed to end
just above the key 3,500 point level.

The Shanghai index lost 11.54 percent for the week
on worries over the flagging economy, a surprise cur-
rency devaluation last week and the possibility of
weaker government support for the market.  It closed
at almost exactly the same level as the bottom of a
recent market rout on July 8 — before Beijing stepped
in with a vast rescue package-when it  ended at
3,507.19 points. 

The Shenzhen Composite Index, which tracks
stocks on China’s second exchange, slumped 5.39 per-
cent, or 116.09 points, to 2,039.40 on turnover of
418.8 billion yuan. It fell 11.73 percent over the week.
The prel iminary reading of  Caixin’s  Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) came in at 47.1 in August,
falling from July’s final reading of 47.8 and the worst
since March 2009.

A figure above 50 indicates growth, while anything
below signals contraction.

“The weak PMI figure released today weighed on
market sentiment as investors are concerned about
the weakening economic performance,” Zheshang
Securities analyst Zhang Yanbing told AFP. “Investors
panicked after the market fell to the previous low
point during the July slump,” he said.

Chinese shares have been extremely volatile in
recent weeks, plunging almost a third from June, after
having risen over 150 percent in the preceding 12
months. Following the market collapse, Beijing inter-
vened with a rescue package that included funding
the state-backed China Securities Finance Corp. (CSF)
to buy stocks on behalf of the government and bar-
ring major shareholders from selling their stakes.
Despite reassurances by the market regulator that the
CSF will continue to soothe market volatility, senti-
ment remains poor. “If people can’t see long-term
prospects for the economy, the market won’t go up
too much in the short term,” Shen Zhengyang, an ana-
lyst from Northeast Securities, told AFP.

Brokerage firms fell in Shanghai. China Merchant
Securit ies  dropped 8.52 percent to 17.82 yuan
while Citic Securities plunged 7.85 percent to 18.20
yuan. Energy giants lost ground on weak global oil
prices. In Shanghai, PetroChina fell 3.10 percent to
10.00 yuan and Sinopec gave up 2.14 percent to
5.48 yuan. — AFP

China’s slowing economy: What’s wrong?
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This photo taken on
August 18, 2015 shows a
boys having his dinner in
front of a ray during a
sleepover event in the
Changfeng Aquarium in
Shanghai.—  AFP 

Kung fu tourism: Foreigners 
learn at China school

SEE PAGE 26
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The 30-year-old actress - who has 16-month-old
son Otis with fiance Jason Sudeikis, 39 - finally
learned to accept herself after her eight-year

marriage to Tao Ruspoli ended when she was 27.
Asked if she had a point where she realised she didn’t
care about other people’s opinions, she said: “I was
27.I got a divorce, and I felt like I finally started my
career. I started making movies and projects that I just
really believed in.  “I remember a good friend saying
to me, now isn’t it relaxing that you don’t have to be
perfect?  “And I thought, that is something that hap-
pens for everyone, not just for professionals. At the
end of your twenties, you realize you are inherently
flawed, and that’s great, and that’s what makes you
dynamic.  “For me, personally, it was around 27 when
that kind of return to self took place, of living for
myself, not living to keep up expectations.” The ‘Tron:

Legacy’ star believes women are smarter than men
and is thankful she had a son before a daughter as
people warned her she would worry about a boy’s
development if she already had a girl. She explained
to the 30th anniversary edition of America’s ELLE
magazine: “We’re so much smarter. You know, it’s
interesting having a son.  “Someone told me that it’s
good when you have a son first because when you
have a daughter first and then a son, you think your
son’s slow.  “A lot of parents freak out because they’ve
seen a daughter progress so quickly and they think
their male child is like damaged. But boys are just nat-
urally slow.”

Wilde thinks her career

started when she got divorced

Jenner surfed

midair on a jet-board

The 19-year-old beauty was holidaying with her family on
the Caribbean Island of St Barts when she was spotted
wearing a helmet and life jacket whilst jumping and balanc-

ing above the water on a ‘Back to the Future’ style water-craft.
The jet-board uses a stream of propulsion to drive the rider
through air and water and Jenner appeared to have mastered the
art as she sped off from her friends and family. The Chanel model
was joined by her 18-year-old sister Kylie Jenner and the teen’s
boyfriend Tyga, 25, however pregnant Kim Kardashian West
stayed cooped up inside the yacht. The 34-year-old ‘Keeping Up
With the Kardashians’ star documented the day on social media
site Instagram but complained of being “bored” whilst her
younger sisters had all the fun. However, Kim dragged Kylie away
for a few minutes to take a few sultry pictures, with one cap-
tioned “Ky x Kiki”. She added: “Bored selfie on the boat because I
can’t jet pack or jet ski.” Kim, who is six months pregnant with her
and husband Kanye West’s second child, later explored the sights
of St Barts with her two-year-old daughter North.

Brand has quit

social media

The 40-year-old comedian announced he would be
stepping away from Twitter, Facebook and his
YouTube series ‘The Trews’ to focus on “learning”

because there is a “possibility of change” if he steps
down from it all.  Russell announced his departure in a
video where he said: “I’m not going to be doing ‘The
Trews’, I’m not going to be on Twitter, or Facebook, I’m
going to be learning because I know real change is com-
ing and I want to be part of that. “I’m going away to
think and to learn, because it’s worth it and there is a
possibility of change. Trew be continued. We will be
ending on a bad pun. Goodbye for now.” The Essex fun-
nyman hasn’t said it’s a permanent move but he feels he
has gone “as far as he can” with his political news show.
He added: “I think we’ve gone as far as we can with the
Trews for now.” He then said goodbye to his 10.7 million
Twitter followers. He wrote: “Final episode of the Trews -
goodbye, also off Twitter for a while (sic)” The
‘Forgetting Sarah Marshall’ actor had been helping out
local people in east London through his ‘Trews’ show
and he also thanked all of the supporters and followers
of his work. He said: “Thank you for all the people who
supported our campaigns.”Obviously they’re still going
on. Thanks to everyone who’ve participated in it.”

Aniston banned
exercise on her

honeymoon

The former ‘Friends’ star, who recently returned from a
romantic getaway to Bora Bora with Justin Theroux, was
determined not to let anything get in the way of spending

quality time with her new husband and even gave up her daily
workout routines. A source told RadarOnline.com: “It was her
honeymoon and she wanted it to be special. She decided it
wouldn’t be their ordinary vacation, where they still worked out.
This was going to be about romance, friends and relaxation.” The
happy couple stayed at the luxurious Four Seasons hotel during
their honeymoon and were joined by pals including Jason
Bateman and Jimmy Kimmel. Jennifer, 46, indulged in various
pampering sessions with Justin at the hotel’s five-star facilities.
The insider added: “She got body, face and leg and arm treat-
ments, along with feet massages, manicure and pedicures.” The
‘Cake’ star spoke for the first time about her nuptials this week —
revealing she wants to keep the details of her big day private. She
told ‘Entertainment Tonight’: “We had the beautiful luxury of hav-
ing a beautiful private moment and I’m going to be selfish and
keep it that way!” And despite speculation about her wedding
dress, the actress definitely won’t be sharing any details about
the gown. Asked about her dress, she added: “I’m not telling you
about any of that stuff!”
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The Little Mix singer struggled to walk in high heels when
the group joined the ‘Style’ hitmaker on stage at her
‘1989’ tour last weekend and was shocked when gener-

ous Taylor offered her the chance to pick through her own
collection. Perrie told MTV.com: “I had no shoes. We thought,
‘Oh we would rock up in heels.’ Little did I realize I’m like
Bambi on ice when I wear heels so I was like, ‘Oh I need some
shoes’, and she was like, ‘Wait a minute,’ she went to her
wardrobe, brought back a basket full of boots, heels, shoes,
everything, and was like, ‘Is this OK?’ And I was thinking, she is
so nice. She didn’t have to do that. She’s just so genuine.” The
‘Black Magic’ hitmakers rode on a private jet with Taylor, 25,
after their performance and the best-selling superstar even
gave the group some advice. Jesy Nelson revealed: “[She said]
to always stick together as a group. She said what she loves
about us is how much we are such a unit and she loves how
there is no one in the group that is like, ‘Oh look at me.’ She’s
like, ‘I love that you are four and that’s how you should stay’,
and that was really nice.” Perrie added: “You don’t realise until
you meet her and you’re like holy crap how does she stay so
on top and so nice and so genuine? She’s really, really lovely.”

Swift let

Perrie

Edwards

borrow

her shoes

Nick Jonas hangs
out at home in 
his underwear 

The 22-year-old hunk has admitted he isn’t keen on wearing
too much clothing in the comfort of his own home and usu-
ally struts around in just his boxer-briefs. The star told

Billboard magazine: “In my apartment by myself, it’s usually just
me in my underwear.” Nick has recently been linked to model
Kendall Jenner, but it’s thought the pair are taking things slowly.
A source close to the ‘Jealous’ singer said: “Nick and Kendall are
hanging out, but it’s nothing that serious, as Jonas just got out of
a relationship and isn’t looking for anything major at the
moment. He is really focusing on his career at this time.” The duo
have enjoyed a “few dates” in recent weeks after being intro-
duced by Nick’s older brother Joe, 26, who is dating the 19-year-
old model’s best friend Gigi Hadid, 20. The insider told E! News:
“He enjoys hanging with Kendall when they are both in the same
city, and it’s nice because they have a similar group of friends
(and family) in common.” 

Paulson feels like
a dog around
Lady Gaga

The ‘American Horror Story’ actress is a self-confessed “super
fan” of the ‘Applause’ hitmaker, who is set to play the lead
role in the new season of the show. Sarah, who has

appeared in the last four seasons, enthused: “I am just such a
super fan. I need to tone it down. I need to start playing it really
cool. “We all know that everybody who likes somebody, that they
have to play a little hard to get ... I’m just like a dog in a window
panting, waiting to be around her. It’s just really pathetic.” The
actress thinks Gaga will be “incredible” in her first major TV acting
role. Gaga has previously had small parts in movies ‘Machete Kills’
and ‘Sin City: A Dame to Kill For’. Co-star Sarah told Deadline.com:
“I’m in awe of her talent and I really think she’s going to be an
incredible addition to the show. I just think she’s a perfect fit. I
can’t wait to have that experience [of working with her]. But you
know, I’m a fan before I’m anything else, that’s for sure.

Hudgens revealed

her father is 

battling cancer

The ‘High School Musical’ star revealed the sad
news while accepting an award at the 2015
Industry Dance Awards in Los Angeles. Vanessa

told the audience at the bash, which benefits a charity
for dancers who have survived cancer that her
boyfriend, actor Austin Butler, also lost his mother to
the disease. She said: “Last year, my boyfriend, Austin,
lost his mom, Lori, to cancer, and my dad has just been
recently diagnosed with stage four cancer. Let me tell
you, I hate cancer. I hate cancer with every cell of my
being.” Vanessa, 26, accepted the Breakthrough
Performer award at the ceremony and fittingly dedicat-
ed her prize to both her father and Austin’s mother.
According to Entertainment Tonight, she added: “This
award, it means a lot to me but I dedicate it to my
boyfriend’s mom, Lori, my dad, and to all the families
out there who are struggling with this, because it really
takes a strong person and a strong family to be able to
help those out who are going through this.” In July, the
brunette called for prayers for her dad on Instagram.
She wrote: “My daddy and I. Please pray for his heal-
ing!!! The more prayers the better.” - Bangshowbiz 
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The remarkable true story of an Indian man who spent 22
years chiseling a massive gap in a mountain out of love for
his dead wife hits cinema screens. Dashrath Manjhi, an

impoverished laborer from India’s lowest caste, embarked on the
monumental endeavor after his wife died in 1959 after an acci-
dent, because she had not been able to receive urgent medical
care in time.

Getting to the nearest town involved going around the moun-
tain, a 55-kilometre journey, and Manjhi didn’t want other vil-
lagers to suffer the same fate. Working day and night he chipped
away at the mountain in Gehlour, in eastern Bihar state, using just
a hammer and a chisel, to reduce the distance to 15 kilometers by
cutting a direct path through rocks.  It took him until 1982 to cre-
ate the path, which is around 110 meters long and in some places
more than nine meters wide. 

“The story is beautiful and compelling. He made the impossi-
ble possible and his work has helped thousands,” said Bollywood
star Nawazuddin Siddiqui, who plays the lead role in “Manjhi - The
Mountain Man”. “The most difficult aspect was to capture the
madness. His work is extraordinary. He should be an inspiration

and an icon for the youth,” Siddiqui told AFP.
Manjhi died from cancer of the gall bladder in 2007, aged 73,

and was recognized with a state funeral in Bihar. He has been
quoted as saying that when he first started breaking the moun-
tain, locals thought he was crazy but later they changed their
minds. Even after Manjhi had finished, it took the local govern-
ment another three decades to convert it into a tarred road.

‘How did he achieve it?’ 
Bollywood filmmaker Ketan Mehta said his response was one

of disbelief when he first heard the story and he just knew he had
to make a movie about it. “People called him mad but how did he
achieve it singlehandedly? I went there and saw the mountain
and the path he had carved. It was inspiring,” Mehta told AFP. 

Siddiqui, whose film credits include “The Lunchbox”, plays
Manjhi from a young man right through to his later years. Indian
actress Radhika Apte plays Manjhi’s wife. “Manjhi - The Mountain
Man is a film about the human spirit and a monument to love.
Unfortunately too often we realise the value of a person only after
they die,” the director added. Raising funds for the production,

convincing people to support the film and shooting in remote
parts of India were some of the challenges Mehta faced, he said.

The film has also faced controversy. In 2013, filmmaker
Dhananjay Kapoor blocked its release, claiming that he had the
rights to Manjhi’s story.  However, the court dismissed the peti-
tion and ruled in favour of Mehta. Manjhi’s fame and the subse-
quent attention has also left members of his family disgruntled,
according to a report in the Times of India newspaper, which
quoted a relative complaining that many VIPs had visited their
home but had broken promises to help them out of poverty.

Mehta pieced his script together based on meetings with vil-
lagers and local journalists, and newspaper articles.  But the direc-
tor was forced to be imaginative when it came to the details of
Manjhi’s relationship with his wife. “The facts are facts but little is
known of the love story, which is where we have filled in the
blanks,” he said. — AFP 

Caitlyn Jenner could face a vehicular manslaughter
charge after sheriff’s investigators found she was driving
unsafely when she caused a chain-reaction crash that

killed a woman in February, officials said.
Investigators determined Jenner was driving at a speed

“unsafe for the prevailing road conditions,” Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department spokeswoman Nicole Nishida
said Thursday.

Jenner was hauling an off-road vehicle on a trailer behind
her Cadillac Escalade on Feb. 7 when she steered to avoid cars
slowing for a traffic light in front of her on the Pacific Coast
Highway in Malibu. Jenner was unable to stop in time and her
SUV rear-ended two cars, pushing a Lexus into oncoming traf-
fic and also hitting a Toyota Prius. The Lexus driver, 69-year-
old Kim Howe, was killed when her car was struck head-on by
a Hummer.

Daniel W Vomhof, an accident reconstructionist, said the
additional weight from towing a loaded trailer makes it more
difficult to stop a vehicle quickly. Sheriff’s officials do not make
official recommendations on charges. However, the investiga-
tion found enough evidence to support a vehicular
manslaughter count, Nishida said.

If convicted, Jenner could face up to one year in county jail.
Investigators will present their findings to the district attorney
by the end of August and that office will determine what, if
any, charges Jenner will face. Jenner’s attorney Blair Berk
declined comment. Because Jenner has no prior record, it’s
unlikely she would face any jail time if convicted, said Vomhof,

who’s testified in 3,500 cases. He said Jenner would more like-
ly face a fine or probation - or even an ultimately lesser charge
such as driving too fast for conditions.

Vomhof said Jenner’s experience towing a loaded trailer
may come into play in determining what’s ultimately charged,
as well as how detailed the police investigation was in record-
ing speeds and distances at the accident scene. The fatal crash
occurred months before Caitlyn Jenner’s transition. She was
formerly known as Bruce Jenner, the 1976 Olympic decathlon
champion and Kim Kardashian’s stepfather.

Howe’s stepchildren have filed suit against Jenner claiming
they’ve suffered enormous damages. The lawsuit by Dana
Redmond and William Howe does not specify how much they
are seeking. They claim Jenner was negligent when she collid-
ed with their stepmother’s car, causing them and other rela-
tives “great losses.”

Attorneys for Howe’s step-children, Dana Redmond and
William Howe, did not immediately return email messages
seeking comment. Another woman, Jessica Steindorff, who
was driving the Prius, also filed suit seeking unspecified dam-
ages. A phone message for Steindorff’s attorney, Brad Simon,
was not immediately returned Thursday. Jenner’s transition
has played out in public over the past several months. She’s
vowed to use her to celebrity platform to urge acceptance for
others who are transgender. — AP 

In this photograph, Indian actors Radhika Apte (left) and Nawajuddin Siddique pose for a
photograph. — AFP photos

In this photograph taken on August 17, 2015, Indian actor Nawajuddin Siddique poses for a photo-
graph during a promotional event for the forthcoming film ‘Manjhi the Mountain Man’ in Gaya. 

Caitlyn Jenner accepts the Arthur Ashe award for courage at the
ESPY Awards at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles. — AP

India’s ‘Mountain Man’ inspires Bollywood biopic

Caitlyn Jenner could face 
criminal charge for fatal crash
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After a feature film hiatus of more than a decade, Peter
Bogdanovich came back in a big way, and the stars
came out to support the director at the Los Angeles

premiere of “She’s Funny That Way” Wednesday at the
Harmony Gold in West Hollywood.

Bogdanovich attended the event along with film stars
Owen Wilson, Imogen Poots, Kathryn Hahn and Jennifer
Aniston, who made her first public appearance since her
secret wedding ceremony on Aug. 5.  Sporting a yellow gold
wedding band with channel-set pave diamonds, Aniston said
new husband Justin Theroux was shooting “The Leftovers”
and unable to attend. Quentin Tarantino walked the red car-
pet and shared how excited he was to make a cameo appear-
ance as himself in the film. “I just wanted to be able to say that
when I go to my grave, ‘I was in a Peter Bogdanovich movie.’”

Lionsgate Premiere’s screwball comedy centers around a
director (Wilson), who hires his call girl (Poots) to act alongside
his wife (Hahn) and her ex-lover (Rhys Ifans) in a Broadway
play about a hooker. Wilson said that he misses the screwball

comedy in the present day. “It’s like the Western-a genre that
we need to revive,” said Wilson. “So this is our effort to do
that.” Hahn voiced the same sentiments as her onscreen hus-
band when she stated that she was such a fan of the genre
and wanted to work with the New Hollywood director.

“One of my favorite movies of all time is ‘What’s Up, Doc?’”
she started. “I just wanted into that world.  Also I had done a
farce on Broadway. I love the science of it. There’s something
about the math of a farce that I’m really just turned on by... try-
ing to figure out that nut. And to do it with such a master of
the form, I mean, it’s Peter Bognanovich!”

Film icon 
Before the screening, the 76-year old film icon said a few

words about the span of his career and “What’s Up Doc?” that
gained whistles and applause from a packed theater. “That
was a little bit of a cartoon, whereas this is more grounded in
reality,” he said of his newest film.

His speech also included a big thank you to the production

and acting industry heavyweights who were involved in the
film. “They ask me how it was working with a cast like that, and
I say, ‘Look, you don’t have to be that great a director when
you have that many great actors.’”

Celebs in the audience included Cloris Leachman, Jeff
Bridges, Bill Paxton, Jane Seymour, Mena Suvari and Lucy
Punch, who also makes a cameo appearance. Poots told
Variety that she was blown away by the director’s unique
method of filming. “It was sort of like walking into a dance
because the way he directs, he almost choreographs you and
conducts it like an orchestra because of the timing, and what I
found really riveting was working with a filmmaker who has an
academic approach to something creative,” she said.

More celebrities came out to show their support during the
after-party at the Sunset Tower Hotel including Luke Wilson,
who snapped photos alongside his brother, Owen; Alex
Pettyfer; and NBA all-star Kevin Durant. — Reuters 

Patrick Stewart never really considered himself a funny guy.
After commanding a starship and a team of mutants in sci-fi
and superhero franchises, Stewart’s newest mission is star-

ring in his first-ever TV comedy. With his role in Starz’ “Blunt Talk”
as naughty newsman Walter Blunt, the classically trained theater
actor is discovering at age 75 that he can make folks laugh.

“It’s a fairly recent development,” Stewart said earlier this sum-
mer on the show’s set during a break from filming a scene with
guest star Jason Schwartzman. “When I first worked for the Royal
Shakespeare Company, I started in what’s called ‘low comedy’
roles, like Touchstone, Grumio and Lancelot. Then, something
happened, and I was only playing deeply disturbed kings and neu-
rotics. I never really went back.”

While he’s best known as Professor Charles Xavier and Captain
Jean-Luc Picard from the “X-Men” and “Star Trek” series, Stewart
has spent more of his career onstage than in the X-Mansion or on
the USS Enterprise. Besides playing everyone from Claudius to
Macbeth, he’s performed a one-man rendition of “A Christmas
Carol” and finished a West End and Broadway run last year of
Harold Pinter’s “No Man’s Land” and Samuel Beckett’s “Waiting for
Godot” with buddy Ian McKellen.

“It’s no different,” said Stewart. “It’s just a lot more fun. I was
talking about this with Jason. The fundamentals don’t change
because going for truth, realism and spontaneity is all still the
objective, but now it’s also about going for humor. I’ve found the

more serious you play the words from the script, the funnier they
can become, so to my relief, it works.”

Written for Stewart 
In “Blunt Talk,” which debuts today, Stewart plays a cheeky

Falklands War veteran and host of a cable news show. In the first
episode, the booze-and-cocaine-loving anchorman is caught in a
car with a prostitute and attempts to rehabilitate his image by
interviewing himself.

“Walter wants to change the world, but his private life is a com-
plete disaster,” said Stewart. “That’s where a lot of the humor
comes from in the show. How can he possibly balance his journal-
istic passions and keep his life in somewhat reasonable order?”

The series is executive produced by Seth MacFarlane, who
worked with Stewart on “Family Guy” and “American Dad,” and
created by Jonathan Ames, who created the HBO comedy “Bored
to Death.” Ames collaboratively fashioned the role of Blunt with
Stewart. “I wrote this show for Patrick Stewart and created the
character for him. It was the actor first, then the character. It began
with how he looked. Patrick Stewart has always played leaders and
heroes. I wanted to make Walter Bunt a hero but a confused hero,
a Don Quixote,” he said. —AP

Aniston, Wilson celebrate Peter Bogdanovich
at ‘She’s Funny That Way’ premiere

(From left) Imogen Poots, Peter Bogdanovich, Jennifer Aniston and Owen Wilson arrive at the Los Angeles premiere of “She’s Funny That Way” at the Harmony Gold theater. — AP

Patrick Stewart flexes his 
comedy muscle in ‘Blunt Talk’

This photo provided by Starz Entertainment, LLC shows,
Patrick Stewart as Walter Blunt, in a scene from “Blunt
Talk.” — AP
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In the countryside outside the birthplace of the Chinese sage
Confucius, 35 students-the vast majority of them foreigners-
battle the elements as well as exhaustion at a remote kung fu

training academy. The students in Qufu, from as far afield as
Brazil, Ukraine, Spain and France, vary in age from six-a young
boy who accompanied his mother on a summer holiday-to 50.

It is a disciplined, regimented regime, with activities begin-
ning at 6.00 am every day and featuring several hours of practice.
This includes runs up and down thousands of steps through the
steep hills of a neighboring national park, interspersed with
meals.

The students are divided into three groups based on their
ability, with each group assigned a kung fu master who blows a
whistle at the start of every activity. They line up to pay their
respects to him each time. The learners can choose how long to
stay, from those taking short breaks to one Dutch man who has
been training for a year to become a kung fu master and open his
own academy in Holland.

Qufu, in the eastern province of Shandong, is best known as
the birthplace of Confucius, and the town is dominated by his
family’s sprawling residence. At times the school can feel like a
holiday camp. But the kung fu masters do not hesitate to punish
those who fail to follow instructions to the letter — including by
assigning students to clean the gym for a week. - AFP 

This photo taken on July 22, 2015 shows a kung fu master training with his students at the
kung fu academy in Qufu, Shandong province. — AFP photos

A kung fu master posing with his students. 

Kung fu tourism:
Foreigners learn at China school

A kung fu master (back right) training with his students. 

Students practicing “qigong” for relaxation.

Participants climbing down stairs on their hands in a park
near the kung fu academy.

Students and their kung fu master posing in a park near the
kung fu academy.

People training at a kung fu academy.

People lining up in front of the kung fu master. 

Students resting after climbing stairs. 
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Its ski slopes are considered among the best in India while its
stunning views are a magnet for hikers, horse riders and
paragliders in the summer. But a new ruling by India’s environ-

mental court designed to protect the Kullu Valley from its hordes
of visitors now threatens to devastate the tourist industry, accord-
ing to furious local businesses.

“The vast majority of the people are engaged in tourism activi-
ties in and around the Rohtang Pass,” says Anup Thakur, president
of the Kullu-Manali Hoteliers Association. “Isn’t the livelihood of
the people more important than the environment?” Thakur’s fears
are echoed throughout the Himalayan valley known as the “Valley
of the Gods”, a favorite haunt of the British during the colonial
period and now one of India’s most popular tourist hotspots.

The valley is framed by the majestic Rohtang Pass which rises
to a height of 13,050 feet, its roads often gridlocked in the sum-
mer months and flanked by a seemingly endless row of stalls sell-
ing tea, food and trinkets. The accompanying mounds of rubbish
and other pollution has reached such alarming levels that snow
on the slopes has been turning black while glaciers have been
melting at a record rate, the court has been told.

In a move aimed at reversing some of the environmental dam-
age, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) last month banned all
commercial activity around the pass and the adjoining ski slopes.
The NGT also banned horse riding, snow biking and paragliding

on the top of the valley while the food shacks were all ordered to
close. “Except water, everything else is prohibited in and around
the pass,” the green court said in a ruling which caught locals by
surprise. “There is a right to tourism but it has to be within the
framework of the fundamental rights of the public which takes
precedence,” the court added.

Melting glaciers 
Scientists from the Pant Himalayan Environment Institute told

the tribunal that vehicle emissions and other pollution were caus-
ing huge damage to the environment, including the melting of
glaciers. Campaigners say the situation had been allowed to
reach crisis point as authorities in the state of Himachal Pradesh
had turned a blind eye for decades.

Although the state government did introduce a daily limit of
1,000 vehicles on the Rohtang Pass earlier this year, the tribunal
said the quotas were rarely enforced. During the tourist season,
the sheer weight of numbers means the 50-kilometre journey
from the base of the pass to the town of Manali-which should
take around two hours-lasts up to seven.

The pass can experience sudden and dramatic changes in the
weather that have claimed countless lives over the years. In
Tibetan, its name translates as ‘heap of dead bodies’. It remains
closed to traffic for half the year due to wintry conditions and can

sometimes be buried in up to 30 feet of snow. But once the snow
clears, the situation changes dramatically and there is no short-
age of local businesses ready to cash in.

‘All doomed’ -
There are also close to a 1,000 hotels in the twin resort towns

of Kullu and Manali, which have been attracting generations of
Western backpackers as well as Indian tourists. The hotelier
Thakur acknowledged there should be “a check on tourism activi-
ties in the area” but said the court had taken no account of “our
bread and butter”. Other businesses, from taxi drivers to tea stall
owners, also fear for the future if the bans are not soon lifted.
Suresh Acharya, a local resident, said a whole range of outdoor
pursuits would be effectively brought to a halt by the ruling.

“Hundreds of locals are engaged in paragliding, pony riding,
snow scooters and mountain bikes, what will they do after this
ban,” said Acharya. But Raju Banon, who runs one of Manali’s old-
est hotels, Banon Resorts, said the environment needed to be
protected so that tourism could flourish long-term. “If this court
order is not implemented, Manali will finish, and if that happens
we are all doomed,” he said. — AFP 

An Indian horseman leads his steed during an unseasonal sudden downpour
of rain in Shimla. — AFP photos

An Indian horseman walks with his ponies during the season’s first snowfall in the northern hilltown of Shimla.

In this photograph taken on May 2, 2015, tourists take part in white-water rafting activities on the Beas River in the Kullu Valley.

India’s adventure paradise ‘Valley of Gods’ in uproar
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The elusive British graffiti artist Banksy has unveiled his latest
project - a parody of a seaside theme park called
“Dismaland” complete with a derelict castle, a dead

Cinderella and a Grim Reaper in a bumper car. The artist, best
known for his subversive, stenciled street art, said it was a “festival
of art, amusements and entry-level anarchism.”

“I guess you’d say it’s a theme park whose big theme is theme
parks should have bigger themes,” he said. While Banksy said it
was “not a swipe at Disney,” it’s difficult to ignore the reminders

of Disneyland - from the gray castle and the skewed sculpture of
Ariel the mermaid in front of it, to the exhibit of Cinderella in her
carriage. Only this princess hangs out of her crashed carriage,
apparently dead, as paparazzi look on.

The project, staged in a run-down site home to a former out-
door pool in southwestern England’s Weston-super-Mare, is
Banksy’s biggest show to date. It includes new works from
Banksy, as well as art galleries featuring some 50 international
and British artists including Damien Hirst.  Musical performances

and arcade games complete the experience. Among the darkly
amusing exhibits: a sculpture of a woman attacked by a cloud of
seagulls, a killer whale leaping out of a toilet bowl and a pond
where visitors can steer model boats crammed with migrants.
Local residents had been kept in the dark about the project, and
were told the space was being turned into a film set. The park
opens Saturday and runs until Sept 27. —AP 

Artists are finishing construction of an unusual exhibit they
hope resonates with Pope Francis during his trip to
Philadelphia and with anyone experiencing trouble in their

daily life. When it opens Sept 3, the grotto outside the city’s
Roman Catholic cathedral will house more than 30,000 knots, each
representing a personal hardship or societal challenge.

“It’s deeply moving to see the universal quality of these strug-
gles,” said lead artist Meg Saligman. Organizers are crossing their
fingers that Francis, who celebrates Mass at the basilica on Sept
26, will visit the installation because it’s inspired by one of his
favorite paintings, “Mary, Undoer of Knots.” The artwork shows her
untangling a long ribbon - a symbol for smoothing life’s difficul-
ties.

Knots for the project have been gathered worldwide. At a
recent public event outside the Philadelphia Museum of Art,
passers-by wrote their burdens on strips of cloth and then tied the
fabric in a knot. Challenges ranged from addictions to student
loans to health problems. Participants were then invited to undo
someone else’s knot - to symbolically share that person’s hardship

- and weave it through a loom for all to see.
“I thought it was nice to be aware of someone else’s pains,

someone else’s struggles, and that you’re not alone,” said Abigail
Quintos of Rochester, New York. “A lot of other people are going
through tough times in their lives.” Quintos’ own knot addressed
the strain of living so far away from her family; the one she untied
dealt with an individual’s housing and child custody hardships.

Lisa Cerasaro’s knot concerned what she described as the
scourge of corporate greed in America. When she randomly
reached for another person’s knot, it turned out to be in Spanish -
which she doesn’t understand. “But I’m just weaving it in, wishing
good thoughts for that person,” said Cerasaro, of Middletown,
New Jersey. Francis is scheduled to visit Philadelphia on Sept. 26
and 27 to close out the World Meeting of Families, a triennial
Catholic conference focused on strengthening family bonds. — AP 

Artists collect more than 30,000
knots for papal art exhibit

Artist Meg Saligman shows knots tied to a mock-up of an art
installation at her studio in Philadelphia. — AP

Banksy opens derelict ‘Dismaland’ theme park

A visitor photographs herself through a ‘selfie hole’ at Banksy’s biggest show to date, entitled
‘Dismaland’, during a press viewing in Western-super-Mare, Somerset, England. — AP photos

A Banksy piece is displayed at his biggest show to date, entitled ‘Dismaland’.

A Banksy piece depicting a woman attacked by seagulls. Banksy piece depicting an orca whale jumping out of a toilet.
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Even though Linda Ellerbee has addressed many tough topics
with young audiences before, it took a decade before
Nickelodeon approved her idea of a “Nick News” episode where

children with terminal illnesses talk about their lives.
Her show, “Before I Go ... Living With Dying,” airs on the children’s

network Sunday (8 p.m.  EDT). The four featured children who are
incurably ill address losing friends, fears for themselves and others,
and their changed outlook on life. Ellerbee, who has been making
“Nick News” shows for 24 years, said she began pitching the idea 10
years ago after she worked as a hospice volunteer and came into con-
tact with some dying kids. “I felt that it was an important show, not
because half the kids in America are dying - they’re not - but because
children have many questions about this,” she said. “It’s such an
unknown to them.”

Eventually, she said about network executives, “I think I just wore
‘em down.”David Bittler, Nickelodeon spokesman, said the network
worked hard with Ellerbee to make sure the program wasn’t scary or
too sad but was ultimately uplifting. “We produced the special once
we felt we got it absolutely right, and we are very proud of this
episode,” he said. Rhett, one of the youngsters profiled, was success-
fully treated for brain cancer but learned eight months later that it had
returned. His mother had to tell him that he could not be cured and
that it was up to the 13-year-old to decide whether to keep going
with treatments. He shut it down, tired of being poked and prodded.

He’s pictured riding on a four-wheeler outside his Missouri home,
saying that when he’s riding he doesn’t feel he has cancer. He said

that life had more meaning to him than it did before he had cancer.
Nohemy, a 15-year-old brain cancer patient from near Los Angeles, is
planning her funeral; she wants uplifting music and people wearing
clothes with her favorite color, blue. And she worries about her par-
ents. “I try to act strong because I don’t want my parents to see me
crying,” she said.

Education issues 
Some of the children are dealing with education issues: They want

more schooling but authorities either don’t want to provide it or
believe the sick children can’t handle it. Some also have trouble hold-
ing onto friends who back away because of awkwardness. Each of the
four featured children was still alive a few days before the show was to
air. The show’s candidness is typical of more than 150 such programs
that Ellerbee has made for Nick through the years. She was nominat-
ed for a prime-time Emmy for a recent episode about middle and high
school students coming out as gay or lesbian.

When she was growing up, Ellerbee said the young daughter of a
family friend died of leukemia and she always wished to talk with
someone about it. She hopes that parents who are reluctant to have
their children watch Sunday’s special instead watch it with them.

Elerbee believes that children who are dying can teach healthy
children about living. “Nick was hesitant at first and I understood
that,” she said. “It ran the risk of being a very depressing show, but I
didn’t think it would be. Yes, it would be a sad show, but that wouldn’t
necessarily be depressing. You see a good deal of courage in the
show. You see kids’ bravery overcoming their fear of dying.” — AP 

Los Angeles police recently searched the
home of Kiss rock singer Gene Simmons
but said neither Simmons or his family

were the targets of their inquiry.  The search
on Thursday was conducted by members of
the Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force, a Los Angeles Police Department
spokeswoman said, but gave no further
details. “None of the family is a suspect in this
investigation,” officer Nuria Vanegas said.

A representative for Simmons told NBC
news that the police visit was to “discuss a
crime that may have occurred on their prop-
erty last year while Mr. Simmons was away on
tour with KISS.” “Neither Mr Simmons nor any
member of his family is a person of interest in

the investigation and they are cooperating
fully with the investigation,”the representa-
tive said in a statement.

Simmons’ wife Shannon thanked fans for
their support in a Twitter message late on
Thursday, adding “We couldn’t be more hor-
rified that someone used our residence for
such heinous crimes. Law enforcement is on
it.” Simmons co-founded metal band Kiss in
the early 1970s and appeared with his family
in TV reality show “Gene Simmons Family
Jewels” for seven years until it ended in
2012. — Reuters 

Nickelodeon show profiles dying children

This image released by Nick News shows Nohemy Ruiz, 15, who
was diagnosed with brain cancer. Ruiz will appear on the
upcoming episode of “Nick News with Linda Ellerbee,” titled,
“Before I Go - Living with Dying” airing on Nickelodeon. — AP 

KISS star’s home searched 
in child porn probe

Gene Simmons

Jon Bon Jovi announced that he will per-
form in Vancouver this weekend, after his
show was initially cancelled when the

concert’s promoter went bankrupt. Bon Jovi
was determined to find a way to perform in
the city after promoter Paper Rain filed for
bankruptcy, he said Thursday in a statement
by his touring company.

The New Jersey rocker has something of a
following in Canada. Two years ago, Bon
Jovi’s band was the first inducted into
Toronto’s Air Canada Centre Hall of Fame
after playing a record 17 shows there since
the arena opened in 1999. His band has
played almost 30 times at various other ven-
ues in Canada’s largest city.

Last year, Bon Jovi kindled hopes that
Canada could get its first NFL team when he
joined with Toronto’s Maple Leaf Sports and
Entertainment to buy the Buffalo Bills, an
effort that failed. In Vancouver, the city said

earlier this week that promoter Paper Rain did
not have the required permits for Bon Jovi to
perform at Stanley Park. Instead, Bon Jovi is
now slated to play Rogers Arena on Saturday
with Kings of Suburbia, a New Jersey band
that backs the singer for his solo shows.

“Through it all, it has been Jon’s main con-
cern that he find a way to make good on the
promoter’s failed attempt to put on the
show,” said a statement by Bon Jovi Tours Inc.
“Vancouver is a special city for Jon, who
recorded three albums and (has) given count-
less performances here....Jon has always been
willing, able and excited to perform on
Saturday - now it’s real.” — AP 

Jon Bon Jovi

Halfway there: Bon Jovi to play
Vancouver after cancellation
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LONDON: Husbands and wives across the
world are being confronted with their partners’
extramarital affairs after a catastrophic leak at
adultery website Ashley Madison spewed elec-
tronic evidence of infidelity across the Internet.
Online forums were buzzing Thursday with
users claiming to have found evidence that
their significant others were on the dating site.
In the United States, a religious ex-reality televi-
sion star made a groveling apology after a
media outlet found his financial data in the
dump. In Britain and Israel, parliamentarians
were put on the spot after their email addresses
were located in the trove. And in Australia, one
woman appeared to learn - live on air - that her
husband’s details were registered with the site.

Family law experts are divided on the likely
offline impact of the leak, but Los Angeles-
based divorce lawyer Steve Mindel predicted an
uptick in business for him and his colleagues.
“We’re all saying: ‘It’s going to be Christmas in
September,’” Mindel said. “Pretty soon all of this
stuff is going to surface and there’s going to be
a lot of filings for divorce directly as a result of
this.”

Cheating spouses 
Ashley Madison marketed itself as the pre-

mier venue for cheating spouses before data
stolen by hackers from its parent company,
Toronto-based Avid Life Media Inc, started
spreading across the Internet earlier this week.
Late Thursday the same hackers released a sec-
ond dump of information, whose content The
Associated Press was not immediately able to
determine.

The material previously released, pertaining
to the site’s 35 million or so registered mem-
bers, has already drawn widespread attention.
Websites devoted to checking emails against
the leaked data appeared to be experiencing
heavy traffic. Forums such as Reddit - the user-
powered news and discussion site - carried sto-
ries of anguished husbands and wives con-
fronting their partners after finding their data
among the massive dump of information.

In the US, the hack drew a public apology
from Josh Duggar, former star of “19 Kids and
Counting,” which centered on the life of the
large - and apparently wholesome - Duggar
family. After news and gossip site Gawker said it
had found proof he paid for an account with
Ashley Madison, Josh Duggar released a state-
ment admitting he had cheated on his wife.

“I have been the biggest hypocrite ever,” the

statement said. The 27-year-old Duggar’s
admission comes several weeks after a molesta-
tion scandal first broke, which led to his show’s
cancellation. An AP review was the first to
reveal that US government workers used their
federal office systems to access the site, includ-
ing some with sensitive jobs in the White
House, Congress and law enforcement agen-
cies.

Emotional punch 
In Sydney, Australia, when the hosts of a

morning show asked listeners to phone in if
they wanted their spouse’s details run through
the database, a woman called saying she was
suspicious because her husband had been act-
ing strangely since the news of the leak broke.
The hosts plugged his details into a website
and said they found a match.

“Are you serious? Are you freaking kidding
me?” the woman asked, her voice shaking.
“These websites are disgusting.” She then hung
up. The emotional punch of the Ashley Madison
leak puts it in a separate category than the
parade of recent data breaches, said Eduardo
Ustaran, a data protection and privacy lawyer
with Hogan Lovells in London.

“Passwords can be changed and credit cards
replaced,” he said in an email. “But the Ashley
Madison breach is different because it threat-
ens to destroy lives and families.” It could also
threaten political careers. Journalists are comb-
ing through the data, looking for the names of
celebrities, top officials or religious leaders.
Their task has been complicated by the fact
that many of the profiles were tied to fake or
borrowed email addresses, which users did not
necessarily have to validate.

In Britain,  Scottish lawmaker Michelle
Thomson said an obsolete email address had
been “harvested by hackers” and used to regis-
ter an account with the site. A similar explana-
tion was offered by Talab Abu Arar, a Bedouin
Arab lawmaker in Israel whose parliamentary
email address was found amid the dump.
“Someone wanted simply to hurt my good
name ... it is very annoying,” he told Israel’s
Army Radio.

Like many Bedouin Arabs, Abu Arar practices
polygamy and has a wife and a common-law
partner. With two partners, he said, why would
he need a website? “I’m not lacking in women,”
he said with a chuckle. Kristen Gelineau in
Sydney and Daniel Estrin in Jerusalem con-
tributed to this report. — AP 

KUWAIT: Huawei Honor, the world’s No. 1
smartphone e-brand has announced the
launch of its second device to the Middle East
market, Honor 4X, which will be sold exclu-
sively on Souq.com from 25th August at 54.9
KWD. Honor has also revealed that the first
6000 users to buy the phone will get a free 16
GB SD memory card.

The latest release firmly establishes the
brand’s intention to revolutionize the indus-
try with its brave new factory-to-consumer
business model and gain 10% market share in
online phone sales by the end of 2015.  Hot
on the heels of the Honor 6 Plus launch in
May which sold out on Souq.com in one
week, the Honor 4X smartphone aimed at the
region’s discerning millennial consumers is
set to become a top seller on the largest e-
commerce site in the Middle East due to its
high specs and accessible price. 

Honor 4X has already impressed global
consumers with its 64bit Octa-core Kirin620
high speed processor for a super strong per-
formance and its regular-usage battery life of
up to three days. The Honor 4X also packs a
SmartImage 2.0 and Sony 13M camera with
the option to refocus after taking pictures as
well as a 5M front camera with an advanced
selfie algorithm and beauty mode. Due to its
performance and great value, the device is
already a global top seller for the Honor
brand.

Chris Sun Baigong Vice President of
Huawei Honor in the Middle East comment-
ed, “We are extremely excited to be launching
our second Honor smartphone in the region
exclusively with Souq.com. Our brave factory-
to-consumer business model allows us to
offer cutting edge technology, fresh from our
R&D centre and factory, straight to our con-
sumers at a competitive and appealing price.

“Honor is in the Middle East to stay and we
are keen to further disrupt the smartphone
market with our brave products and services.
Currently, an Honor device is sold every 1.5
seconds around the world and the 4X appear-
ance in the Middle East is sure to lift that even
higher.”  Honor, which has entered 74 mar-
kets over the past year, comes from a position
of strength with the backing of Huawei, one
of the most innovative ICT companies in the

world. The brand recently announced it had
surpassed all expectations as figures released
for the first half of 2015 demonstrated that
revenue had catapulted to USD 2.63 billion
and the number of units has increased dra-
matically to more than 20 million devices - a
figure Honor is hoping to double by the end
of the year. This phenomenal growth means
that sales for Honor in the first six months of
2015 has already exceeded revenue for the
whole of 2014, indicating 100% growth year
on year.

Chris Sun Baigong - VP of Honor MENA region 

New 4X set to spearhead 
Honor’s growth in Middle East

Adultery website Ashley
Madison spews evidence

SEOUL: File photo showing Ashley Madison’s Korean web site on a computer screen. — AP
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WASHINGTON: A new poll finds African-American millennials say
they are just as engaged in getting news online as their white coun-
terparts, further debunking a long-held belief that people of color
are at risk of being left behind technologically.

In general, 64 percent of millennials say they read and
watch news online regularly, including 66 percent of African-
Americans, according to the poll, conducted by the Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and the
American Press Institute. Sixty-five percent of white millenni-
als say they keep up with the news online, while 53 percent of
Hispanics do the same. The findings suggest that, despite
fears that millennials - those 18-34 years old - may not be
going to traditional sources for news, they are clearly getting
news from social media.

Overall, 57 percent of millennials say they get news and informa-
tion from Facebook at least once a day, and 81 percent say they get
it from Facebook at least once a week. And the poll found that
Hispanics and African-Americans are just as likely as any millennials
to have a paid news subscription.

“People of color are very wired and just as adept in using tech-
nology,” said Tom Rosenstiel, executive director of the American
Press Institute, which funded the study. “If you want a subject that
hasn’t been covered in the mainstream, millennials have found
ways to get at that information through community sharing more
than traditional ways. The way they get news is heavily influenced
by topic.”

In the 1990s, policy makers and advocacy groups expressed
concern that minorities would be adversely affected by a “dig-
ital divide” in terms of access to technology. Over time, how-
ever, minorities emerged among the biggest users of certain
forms of technology, such as smartphones. The AP-NORC
study found no evidence to suggest that African-Americans
and Hispanics lag behind in terms of technology use with
nearly all millennials across racial and ethnic groups using a
smartphone, and half using a tablet. There was little differenti-
ation between racial groups in terms of getting news from
Facebook, the poll found. But about half of African-American

millennials said they comment on news stories posted to
Facebook, compared to about 3 in 10 whites and Hispanics.

Social media trends 
African-Americans are also more likely to use Facebook for keep-

ing up with what’s “trending” on social media - 41 percent of
African-Americans compared with 29 percent of whites and 24 per-
cent of Hispanics. Those who are Hispanic or African-American are
more likely than white millennials to get news and information from
YouTube (38 percent of Hispanics compared with 33 percent of
African Americans and. 20 percent of whites) and Instagram (30 per-
cent of Hispanics compared with 45 percent of African-Americans
and 19 percent of whites).

According to Rosenstiel, YouTube’s popularity partially stems
from users’ ability to produce content without gatekeepers. “We see
topics that aren’t mainstream finding a big audience - a lot of
gamers, comedy, news commentary. As something goes main-
stream, young people look for new channels to exercise some con-
trol,” he said.

Streaming music, TV, or movies is the most commonly cited
online activity among African-Americans, while keeping up with
what their friends are doing is the most commonly cited online
activity among Hispanics. For white millennials, checking and send-
ing email was most common. “What we’ve seen is millennials’ simi-
larities are much greater than the differences people thought that
there were going to be,” Rosenstiel said of the online experience.
“We’ve created new common ground.”

The survey of 1,045 young adults, including 163 non-Hispanic
African-Americans and 162 Hispanics, was conducted from Jan. 5
through Feb. 2, 2015. It was conducted by the Media Insight Project,
a partnership between the AP-NORC Center and the American Press
Institute, which funded the study. The survey was conducted using
online interviews in English and Spanish done with a random sam-
ple of adults age 18-34 who were initially recruited and screened to
take part in the survey over the phone. Results from the full survey
have a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 3.8 percentage
points. The margin of error is higher for subgroups. — AP 

Language apps
help to learn

less, more often
FRANKFURT: Smartphone apps that help people learn languages
for free or nearly free, a few sentences at a time, are piling pres-
sure on established education firms and setting the pace for how
to make lessons more engaging.

Phone and tablet-based mobile products from newcomers like
Germany’s Babbel, Britain’s Memrise and US-based Duolingo have
overtaken names like Berlitz and computer self-learning pioneer
Rosetta Stone in terms of audience, if not yet sales or teaching
sophistication, market researchers say. Tens of millions of users
are being drawn to the flexibility of practicing vocabulary or con-
versation on the go, either as part of a serious course of study or
simply a more productive alternative to casual video gaming.

“It is a matter of incremental convenience: smartphone apps
offer a wide selection of content that is more easily accessible,
anytime, anywhere,” said Ed Cooke, founder of London-based
Memrise, whose language apps are mostly free. The best mobile
apps use voice recognition, email reminders and insights from the
psychology of mobile games and cognitive science to keep entry-
level as well as advanced users coming back for a few minutes of
practice each day.

These low-cost products are forcing a rethink by publishers,
tutors and suppliers of classroom teaching tools who have long
counted on charging double-digit dollar prices for books or hun-
dreds of dollars for courses. Established companies in the sector
are scrambling to make their existing print, software and online
products more mobile or retrenching to higher-end courses
aimed at businesses or schools so as not to have to compete with
free or low-cost apps.

The rise of mobile apps is denting sales in the overall market,
said Sam Adkins, chief research officer of research firm Ambient
Insight. “The language-learning market is declining in terms of
revenue due primarily to the adoption of less expensive, technolo-
gy-based products,” he said. Global sales of language tools and
services are expected to dip 2.1 percent to $56.3 billion by 2018,
compared with 2014, according to Ambient. Meanwhile, the
mobile share should climb 73 percent to around $14.5 billion by
2019, it estimates.

Fears for future
Under pressure from new competitors, Rosetta Stone, which

popularized language self-learning with CD boxsets selling
for$200, has been restructuring to focus more on business and
school sales rather than consumers. To catch up in mobile, it
bought LiveMocha, a free online learning site, and created Apple
and Android phone apps that give away a bit of content for free in
a bid to draw intermediate users to commit to longer courses.

Virginia-based Rosetta’s share price has plunged 77 percent
since its stock market flotation in 2009. Recently, it saw its second-
quarter revenue fall 10 percent to $51.4 million, with sales at its
consumer business dropping 26 percent.

Berlitz, another grand name in language training now owned
by Britain’s Apa Publishing, gave a bleak assessment of the out-
look for many established providers. Chief Executive Rene Frey
said it did not make sense for publishers to invest further in expert
language content as users flock to mostly free content on the
web, served up by Google Translate, crowd-sourced dictionaries
such as LEO of Germany or low-cost digital companies like Babbel.
Instead, Apa is focused on expanding its Insight line of travel
guides and phrasebooks. “Some publishers are trying to become
premium-product suppliers. But it is very difficult for them to be
as innovative as these technology companies,” Frey said. “I just
don’t see how much future there is for publishers.” —Reuters

No digital divide among 
black, white millennials

Minorities not being left behind technologically 

NEW YORK: Tyrell Coley, 21, holds his iPhone displaying his Twitter account in Queens. — AP

NEW DELHI: Cyber spies most probably based in China have
been snooping on Indian government bodies and universities
since 2012 for sensitive material on its rival neighbor, Internet
security company FireEye said yesterday. FireEye said the hackers
seemed particularly interested in India’s border dispute with
neighboring giant China as well as information on Tibetan
activists. “Its targets appear to be of particular interest to the
Chinese government, such as Tibetan activists,” a company
spokesman told AFP.

“It’s also well resourced and works around the clock. We
found indicators in their malware that the group behind it may
speak Chinese.” The hackers sent phishing emails with attach-

ments containing a script called watermain which when opened
allowed them to infect and access computers. FireEye said this
particular problem with India’s cyber security systems has been
“patched”.

Experts have questioned India’s cyber defenses in recent years
for reasons including the fact that many government officials still
use Hotmail and Gmail in their official communications. There was
no immediate reaction from China, but Beijing has always denied
allegations of cyber espionage. India and China, which fought a
brief but bloody war in 1962, have long been embroiled in a bitter
dispute over their border, with both sides regularly accusing sol-
diers of crossing over into the other’s territory.

Another major irritant in their ties has been the presence of
Tibet’s exiled leader the Dalai Lama who has made India his
home since fleeing a failed uprising against Chinese rule in 1959.
India has also been wary of China’s expansionist ambitions in the
region including in Sri Lanka and Nepal which New Delhi consid-
ers to be in its sphere of influence. 

“Collecting intelligence on India remains a key strategic goal
for China-based APT (advanced persistent threat) groups,” Bryce
Boland, FireEye’s chief technology officer for the Asia Pacific,
said. The company warned April that a cyber espionage group
called APT30 had been hacking governments and businesses in
Southeast Asia and India for the last 10 years.  — AFP 

Chinese hackers possibly targeting India: Experts
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00:45 Tanked
01:40 Gangland Killers
02:35 Big Fish Man
03:25 Gator Boys
04:15 I Was Bitten
05:02 Treehouse Masters
05:49 Gangland Killers
06:36 Meet The Orangutans
07:00 Meet The Orangutans
07:25 Groomer Has It
08:15 Gangland Killers
09:10 Treehouse Masters
10:05 Tanked
11:00 Groomer Has It
11:55 Treehouse Masters
12:50 Austin Stevens: Snakemaster
13:45 Big Fish Man
14:40 Gator Boys
15:35 Tanked
16:30 Austin Stevens: Snakemaster
17:25 Gangland Killers
18:20 River Monsters
19:15 Gator Boys
20:10 Tanked
21:05 The Lion Queen
22:00 River Monsters
22:55 I’m Alive
23:50 Gator Boys

LONE SURVIVOR ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:05 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
00:50 Come Dine With Me
01:15 Homes Under The Hammer
02:10 Bargain Hunt
02:55 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
03:40 Michela’s Classic Italian
04:10 Bargain Hunt
04:55 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
05:40 Come Dine With Me
06:05 Homes Under The Hammer
07:00 Homes Under The Hammer
07:55 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
08:40 Michela’s Classic Italian
09:10 Bargain Hunt
09:55 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
10:40 Homes Under The Hammer
11:35 MasterChef
12:25 Come Dine With Me
12:50 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
13:40 Michela’s Classic Italian
14:05 Bargain Hunt
14:50 Chefs: Put Your Menu Where
Your Mouth Is
15:35 Homes Under The Hammer
16:30 MasterChef
17:20 Homes Under The Hammer
18:15 Kirstie’s Fill Your House For
Free
19:05 Michela’s Classic Italian
19:30 Bargain Hunt
20:15 Kirstie’s Fill Your House For
Free
21:00 Michela’s Classic Italian
21:30 Bargain Hunt
22:15 Kirstie’s Fill Your House For
Free
23:00 Michela’s Classic Italian
23:30 Bargain Hunt

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Big Giant Swords
02:00 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater
02:50 American Muscle
03:40 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
04:05 Auction Hunters
04:30 Savage Family Diggers
05:00 What Happened Next?
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Gold Rush
06:50 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
08:55 Auction Hunters
09:20 Savage Family Diggers
09:45 What Happened Next?
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Big Giant Swords
11:25 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater
12:15 American Muscle
13:05 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop

Edition
13:30 Auction Hunters
13:55 Savage Family Diggers
14:20 Gold Rush
15:10 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 What Happened Next?
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Deadliest Catch
18:30 Fast N’ Loud
19:20 Extreme Car Hoarders
20:10 Junkyard Empire
21:00 Fast N’ Loud
21:50 Extreme Car Hoarders
22:40 Street Outlaws
23:30 Hellriders

00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:25 Jessie
11:50 Jessie
12:40 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 The Return Of Jafar
18:15 Girl Meets World
18:40 Liv And Maddie
19:05 Austin & Ally
19:30 Lolirock
19:55 Hank Zipzer
20:20 Binny And The Ghost
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place

22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood

00:00 Eric And Jessie: Game On
00:30 Eric And Jessie: Game On
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
02:20 E! News
03:15 Giuliana & Bill
04:10 THS
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 E!ES
12:05 E! News
13:05 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
14:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Stewarts And Hamiltons
18:00 E! News
19:00 Fashion Bloggers
19:30 Fashion Bloggers
20:00 Giuliana & Bill
21:00 Giuliana & Bill
22:00 E! News
23:00 House Of DVF

12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
15:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Easy Chinese: San Francisco
18:30 Easy Chinese: San Francisco
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Iron Chef America
21:00 Siba’s Table
21:30 Siba’s Table
22:00 Chopped South Africa
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

00:10 The Chase
01:05 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Come Dine With Me Ireland
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Paddock To Plate
04:20 Come Date With Me Australia
04:45 Come Date With Me Australia
05:15 Murdoch Mysteries
06:10 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Paddock To Plate
08:25 Come Date With Me Australia
08:55 Come Date With Me Australia
09:20 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
10:15 Come Dine With Me Ireland
10:40 The Chase
11:35 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
12:30 Murdoch Mysteries
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Emmerdale
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
16:30 Blue Go Mad In Ibiza
17:25 Come Date With Me Australia
18:20 Murdoch Mysteries
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
20:30 Blue Go Mad In Ibiza
21:25 Come Date With Me Australia
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Emmerdale
23:45 Murdoch Mysteries

02:55 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
03:50 Star Talk
04:45 Hacking The System
05:10 Hacking The System
05:40 Dangerous Encounters
06:35 Classified: Secret Service Files
07:30 Space Mysteries
08:25 Is It Real?
09:20 Hacking The System
09:45 Hacking The System
10:15 Locked Up Abroad
11:10 World’s Biggest Festival:
Kumbh Mela
12:05 Star Talk
13:00 Is It Real?
14:00 Area 51: The Cia’s Secret Files
15:00 Classified: Secret Service Files
16:00 Locked Up Abroad
17:00 I Escaped A Cult
18:00 Taboo
19:00 Classified: Secret Service Files
20:00 Locked Up Abroad
20:50 I Escaped A Cult
21:40 Taboo
22:30 Classified: Secret Service Files
23:20 Dangerous Encounters

01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Big Time In Hollywood, Fl
02:00 Silicon Valley
02:30 It’s Always Sunny In
Philadelphia
03:00 Men At Work
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Til Death
06:30 Cristela
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:30 Til Death
09:00 Men At Work
10:30 Cristela
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
13:00 Til Death
13:30 Cristela
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Baby Daddy
18:30 Last Man Standing
19:00 Melissa & Joey
19:30 Melissa & Joey
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Web Therapy
22:30 Web Therapy
23:00 It’s Always Sunny In
Philadelphia
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Grimm
01:00 The Flash
02:00 Justified
03:00 Salem
04:00 Covert Affairs
05:00 Parenthood
09:00 Parenthood
11:00 The Flash
12:00 Emmerdale
16:00 Emmerdale
19:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
20:00 Drop Dead Diva
21:00 Sleepy Hollow
22:00 Devious Maids
23:00 Salem

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 The Leftovers
04:00 Outlander
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
12:00 24
13:00 The Blacklist
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 The Blacklist
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 The Blacklist
22:00 The Leftovers
23:00 Outlander

00:00 Lone Survivor-PG15
02:00 Reign Of Fire-PG15
04:00 Son Of Batman-PG15
06:00 Judge Dredd-PG15
08:00 Befriend And Betray-PG15
10:00 Reign Of Fire-PG15
12:00 Assassin’s Bullet-PG15
13:45 Shaolin-PG15
16:00 Judge Dredd-PG15
18:00 The Package-PG15
20:00 Rage-PG15
22:00 Shooter-PG15

00:00 Chopped
01:00 The Freshman Class
01:30 The Freshman Class
02:00 Australian Food Adventures
With Matt Moran
03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
03:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Iron Chef America
07:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 Easy Chinese: San Francisco
11:30 Easy Chinese: San Francisco

00:00 Fading Gigolo
02:00 Vamps
04:00 Walk Of Shame
06:00 The Benchwarmers
08:00 Life
10:00 Catch That Kid
12:00 The Benchwarmers
14:00 The Simpsons Movie
16:00 Life
18:00 The Rocker
20:00 High Road
22:00 Textuality

01:00 Song For Marion-PG15
03:00 Reasonable Doubt-PG15
05:00 Wrath-PG15
07:00 It’s A Disaster-PG15
09:00 Great Expectations-PG15
11:15 Wrath-PG15
13:00 Diana-PG15
15:00 See Girl Run-PG15
16:45 Great Expectations-PG15
19:00 Draft Day-PG15
21:00 Decoding Annie Parker-PG15
23:00 Seven Psychopaths-18

00:10 Megastructures
01:00 Mega Factories
02:00 Innovation Nation
02:25 Innovation Nation

02:00 The Boxer
04:00 The Invisible Woman
06:00 Everything Must Go
07:45 Maladies
09:30 I Am Ali
11:30 The Boxer
13:30 Chasing Mavericks
15:30 Mr. Pip
17:30 I Am Ali
19:30 We Gotta Get Out Of This
Place
21:00 Carlos
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THE LEGO MOVIE ON OSN MOVIES HD

01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack

01:15 Santa’s Magic Crystal
02:45 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
04:15 Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius
06:00 The 7th Dwarf
07:45 Minuscule: Valley Of The
Lost Ants
09:30 Ice Age: The Meltdown
11:00 Back To The Sea
12:45 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
14:15 Home Alone
16:00 Free Birds
18:00 Ice Age: The Meltdown
20:00 Eleanor’s Secret
22:00 Home Alone
23:45 Free Birds

00:00 CBGB-18
02:00 Searching For Sugar Man-
PG15
04:00 Turbo-PG
06:00 40 Days And Nights-PG15
08:00 Enough Said-PG15
10:00 Hellboy: Blood & Iron-PG
12:00 Searching For Sugar Man-
PG15
14:00 American Warships-PG15
16:00 Enough Said-PG15
18:00 Chef-PG15
20:00 Think Like A Man Too-PG15
22:00 Mental-PG15

01:00 Golfing World
07:00 Golfing World
08:00 World Rugby
08:30 ICC Cricket 360
10:30 Live Rugby Union ITM Cup
12:30 Live PGA European Tour
14:30 Golfing World
16:30 Live PGA European Tour
20:00 Live Rugby Union Currie Cup
22:00 Live PGA Tour

12:00 Live The Ashes: ENG v AUS,
5th Test, Day 2
21:00 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 33
23:30 Ashes H/Ls: 5th Test, Day 2

01:30 Thorne: Sleepyhead
03:45 10 Things I Hate About You
05:30 K-Pax
07:30 Chimpanzee
09:00 Then She Found Me
10:45 Coyote Ugly
12:30 Roger Dodger
14:15 The Reunion
16:00 Con Air
18:00 Valkyrie
20:00 The Duchess

01:00 Sitting Target
02:35 Young Tom Edison-FAM
04:05 The Harvey Girls-FAM
05:45 TCM Presents Under The...
06:15 TCM Presents Under The..
07:00 The Fighting 69th-PG
08:20 Grand Prix-PG
11:05 A Life Of Her Own-PG
12:50 Summer Holiday-PG
14:20 On The Town-FAM
16:00 The Rounders-PG
17:25 Escape From Fort Bravo
19:05 The Toast Of New Orleans
20:40 The Oklahoma Kid-FAM
22:00 Westworld

16:36 Regular Show
16:45 Regular Show
16:56 Regular Show
17:10 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
17:30 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
17:55 Teen Titans Go! - Elements
18:06 Teen Titans Go!
18:15 Teen Titans Go!
18:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:25 Adventure Time
20:10 New Regular Show
20:30 Regular Show
20:55 Teen Titans Go! - Elements
21:06 Teen Titans Go!
21:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time
22:02 Adventure Time
22:13 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama World Tour
00:20 Total Drama World Tour
00:40 Grojband
01:05 Grojband
01:25 Teen Titans Go!
01:50 Regular Show
02:35 Johnny Test

Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Miles From Tomorrow
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:10 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Miles From Tomorrow
13:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:50 Miles From Tomorrow
14:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:40 Miles From Tomorrow
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Art Attack
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
18:00 Miles From Tomorrow
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero

11:00 Golfing World
12:50 Live AFL Premiership
18:00 Golfing World
19:00 WWE Bottomline
20:00 WWE Superstars
21:00 WWE Main Event
22:00 Live Super League

00:00 American Idol
01:00 MasterChef Australia
02:00 The Listener
03:00 The Listener
04:00 Castle
05:00 Happy Endings
05:30 Happy Endings
06:00 The Simpsons
06:30 The Simpsons
07:00 Lost
08:00 American Idol
09:00 MasterChef Australia
10:00 The Listener
11:00 The Listener
12:00 Castle
13:00 Happy Endings
13:30 Happy Endings
14:00 The Simpsons
14:30 The Simpsons
15:00 Lost
16:00 MasterChef Australia
17:00 Cougar Town
17:30 According To Jim
18:00 Transporter: The Series
19:00 Car Lot Rescue
20:00 The Hero
21:00 Cougar Town
21:30 According To Jim
22:00 MasterChef Australia

03:20 Total Drama World Tour
03:42 Total Drama World Tour
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Clarence
06:20 Ben 10: Omniverse
06:40 Ben 10: Omniverse
07:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
07:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:45 Matt Hatter New
08:10 Teen Titans Go! - Elements
08:22 Teen Titans Go!
08:30 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:06 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:15 Johnny Test
10:00 Adventure Time
10:11 Adventure Time
10:25 Clarence
10:45 Steven Universe
11:10 New Regular Show
11:31 Regular Show
11:42 Regular Show
11:55 Uncle Grandpa
12:06 Uncle Grandpa
12:17 Uncle Grandpa
12:28 Uncle Grandpa
12:40 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:25 Teen Titans Go! - Elements
13:37 Teen Titans Go!
13:45 Matt Hatter New
14:10 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
14:30 Ben 10
14:55 Ben 10
15:15 Adventure Time
15:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:25 Regular Show

01:00 Oculus-PG15
03:00 The Last Days On Mars-PG15
05:00 A Family Reunion-PG15
07:00 The Lego Movie-PG
09:00 Frozen-PG
10:45 Saving Mr. Banks-PG15
13:00 The Dependables-PG15
15:00 Bad Parents-PG15
17:00 Frozen-PG
19:00 Escape Plan-PG15
21:00 The Signal-PG15
23:00 Hummingbird-PG15

21:45 Wreck-It Ralph
23:30 Six Days, Seven Nights

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land

06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Boyster
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Lab Rats
09:05 Kickin’ It
09:30 The 7D
10:00 Phineas And Ferb
10:25 Supa Strikas
10:50 Lab Rats
11:15 Kickin’ It
11:45 Mighty Med
12:10 Kirby Buckets
12:35 The 7D
13:00 Meet The Robinsons
14:30 Boyster
14:45 U.F.O.
14:50 Phineas And Ferb
15:15 Mighty Med
15:40 Marvel Avengers Assemble
16:10 Lab Rats
16:35 Hulk And The Agents Of
S.M.A.S.H.
17:00 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
17:25 Meet The Robinsons
18:55 Boyster
19:10 Phineas And Ferb
19:40 The 7D
20:05 Pair Of Kings
20:30 Ultimate Spider-Man
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Kickin’ It
21:50 Mighty Med
22:10 Phineas And Ferb
22:20 Boyster
23:00 Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA
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Redha Al-Awadhi’s gallery opened Thursday night as
part of the 10th Cultural Summer Festival, offering
priceless historical collectables. The gallery offers sev-

eral antiquities and various historical items that have been
collected over the years, Awadhi said. Awadhi is fond of pho-
tography and he keeps a multitude of Kuwait’s vintage pho-

tos. The gallery includes historical currencies from Jerusalem
to be displayed at the Kuwait National Museum for three
months, in addition to an 800-year old dagger and many old
watches and clocks.

Meanwhile, the Festival schedule includes a concert for
Iraqi Ali Al-Ward troupe today, then a workshop on antiquity

restoration and maintenance and a course of writing articles
by Kuwaiti poet Saedia Al-Mefrah tomorrow. Minister of
Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah opened the 10th
Cultural Summer Festival at Abdulhussain Abdulredha
Theater in Salmiya area last Sunday. —KUNA

Redha Al-Awadhi’s gallery opens
as part of 10th Summer Festival
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Grand Entertainment SAL announced
the launch of the highly anticipated
Grand Cinemas multiplex at The Gate

Mall in Al-Agaila, one of the country’s busiest
malls.

This inauguration marks the second Grand
Cinemas location to open in Kuwait in less
than 3 years, following the brand’s eminent
success at Al Hamra Luxury Center, after a
Horizontal and Vertical expansion in Lebanon
and Jordan, making the Brand the region’s
fastest growing cinema chain. 

Home of 9 Screens including 1  Grand Class
VIP theater of 16 reclining leather Armchairs,
Grand Cinemas Gate Mall boasts 780 Seats,
adjacent to a vast lobby area fitted with the
ultimate services and E-facilities on the infa-
mous Grand standard, ready to cater to all

moviegoers and to shape up a new generation
of film buffs.

The 9 Screen-multiplex avails to Al-Agaila
residents a broad range of distinctive products
such as E-commerce Services, be it Online
Booking, E-kiosk or Mobile App, along an unri-
valled selection of concessions, served by a
passionate team of professionals trained to
deliver the Grand Experience at its best.

“Grand Cinemas’ vision has always been to
extend locally and internationally, and Kuwait
is considered a key and strategic market for our
expansion plan,” claimed Jean Ramia - Grand
Cinemas CEO.   “The brand’s evolution has
started in UAE more than a decade ago and it
extended all the way to Lebanon, Jordan, and
Kuwait, soon to Bahrain and several other terri-
tories on the map,” added Ramia.

“Here in Kuwait we have launched 3 years
ago our first project at Al Hamra Luxury Center,
now this is our second location and shortly
we’ll be announcing our 3rd location. We are
very happy in the opportunity we obtained in
Kuwait, where in return we’re happier with the
job opportunities we’re creating and the
upgraded cinema experience we’re offering,”
concluded Ramia

To kick off the celebrations, Grand Cinemas
Gate Mall has been scheduled for the year’s
biggest titles. Following Mission Impossible 5,
which premiered on August 6th, moviegoers
can look forward to exclusive blockbusters that
patrons have come to expect from the regional
leader in entertainment. Grand Entertainment
SAL promises to be on the reach of every
Kuwaiti cinema goers for the years to come.

Grand Cinemas launches second location in Kuwait

Isaac Fahed - Marketing Manager at Grand Cinemas
(left) and Ellie from Grand Cinemas’ management.

Grand Cinemas’ management team.

Isaac Fahed, Regional Marketing
Manager at Grand Cinemas, gives a
speech at the launch event
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Guinness recognizes  
Japanese as oldest man

NAGOYA: The secret to a long, happy life? Yasutaro
Koide, a 112-year-old living in the central Japanese city
of Nagoya who was officially recognized by Guinness
World Records yesterday as the world’s oldest man, says
to “not overdo.”

Koide was born on March 13, 1903, and worked as a
tailor. He became the oldest man with the death of
Sakari Momoi of Tokyo in July at age 112.

Three of his seven children, two of his nine grandchil-
dren and one great grandchild attended a ceremony at a
nursing home where he was given a plaque and a green
vase.

Koike was beaming but teary-eyed as those attending
applauded.  “The best thing is to not overdo,” Koide said.
He also recommended not smoking or drinking and said
his favorite food is bread.

Koike a lso  recommends “enjoying everything,”
according to local reports that say he can read the news-
paper without glasses.

The newspaper Chunichi Shimbun quoted a grand-
daughter, Aya Kikuchi, as saying her grandfather once
tended to be very strict about manners. “He was very
stubborn, but he got nicer with age,” she said. “His
lifestyle is one that avoids stress.”

One of the world’s fastest-aging countries, Japan has
about 54,000 centenarians. So many, in fact, the govern-
ment is reportedly considering scrapping or scaling back
a 52-year-old program that presents each person reach-
ing the century mark with an ornate sake dish and letter
of congratulations from the prime minister.

The world’s oldest person is Susannah Mushatt Jones
of Brooklyn, New York, who celebrated her 116th birth-
day on Monday. —AP

PARIS:  The occurrence of dementia and
Alzheimer’s disease may have stabilised
in some wealthy nations, according to a
study released yesterday.

A review of data from Sweden, the
Netherlands, Britain and Spain showed
the percentage of the population with
dementia-the umbrella term for neu-
rodegenerative diseases of the brain-
holding steady, along with the number
of new cases, said the study, published
in The Lancet Neurology.  The findings,
however, were sharply contested by
other experts.  Researchers led by Carol
Brayne, a professor at the Cambridge
Institute of Public Health and the
University of Cambridge, compared
dementia occurrence in old people
across two time periods spanning the
last several decades.

They found little change across the
two periods, and in one case even a
small decline, in the percentage of the
population affected.  This unexpected
trend could be the result of better living
conditions and education, as well as
improvements in the prevention and
treatment of vascular diseases that lead
to stroke and heart attack, the
researchers said.  “The suggested
decrease in dementia occurrence coin-

cides with improvements in protective
factors ... and a general reduction in risk
factors over recent decades,” Brayne
said in a statement.

If borne out, the findings are very
good news, and suggest that an
impending “dementia epidemic”-due
mainly to an ageing population-could
be less severe than feared.

Approximately seven percent of peo-
ple over 65 suffer from some form of
dementia, a percentage that rises to 40
percent above 80 or 85 years of age,
according to different estimates. 

But experts reviewing the study chal-
lenged the underlying numbers, and
cautioned that its conclusions as to why
dementia may have stabilised-if indeed
it did-are overdrawn.

Numbers will increase 
“While this study is welcome in show-

ing that the percentage of people in
particular age groups developing
dementia could be getting smaller, the
overall number of people with dementia
is still set to increase as more people live
into their 80s and 90s,” said Jeremy
Hughes, Chief Executive of Britain’s
Alzheimer’s Society.

“With no cure, few effective treat-

ments and an economic impact exceed-
ing that of cancer or heart disease,
dementia remains the most critical
health and social care challenge facing
the United Kingdom,” he wrote in a
comment.  Most Western nations along
with Japan-where the over-85 age
group is the fastest growing demo-
graphic-are facing the same general sce-
nario.  “The evidence put forward to
suggest declining prevalence in high-
income countries is fairly weak,” said
Martin Prince, a professor at King’s
College London’s Institute of Psychiatry,
Psychology and Neuroscience.  “A wise
approach for policymakers-until we
have much clearer evidence to the con-
trary-is to assume that ... numbers will
continue to increase in line with popula-
tion ageing.”

Others welcomed the study’s focus on
preventative measures. “Encouragingly,
this research suggests that healthier
behaviours may have helped reduce
dementia risk in later-born generations,”
said Matthew Norton of Alzheimer’s
Research UK. 

“Measures to help people adopt
healthy lifestyles now could have a real
impact on the numbers of people living
with dementia in the future.” —AFP

Dementia may be stabilising 
in some countries: Study

7% of over 65 suffer from some form of dementia

PASADENA:  A Los Angeles-area hospital said Wednesday that
some of its patients contracted an antibiotic-resistant “superbug”
that has been linked to a type of medical scope and infected
dozens of people around the country.

Huntington Memorial Hospital said in a statement that it noti-
fied public health authorities after several patients who had pro-
cedures using Olympus Corp. duodenoscopes were found to
have the resistant pseudomonas bacteria. The hospital said it has
quarantined the scopes while it investigates whether they may
be linked to the infections. The statement made no mention of
the total number of infected patients or their
conditions.However, the Los Angeles Times said the problem was
discovered in June and three patient infections have been report-
ed to health officials. Drug-resistant bacterial infections around

the country have been linked to contamination of the reusable
scopes, which are used for a procedure known as endoscopic ret-
rograde cholangiopancreatography. The fiber-optic scopes are
placed down a patient’s throat and used to diagnose and treat
gallstones, blockages and cancers of the digestive tract.

“The patients who experienced the bacterial growth were
very ill before they underwent the scope procedure, and the
risk of the procedure was explained to each patient and family,”
Huntington Memorial’s statement said. A dozen infections were
reported earlier this year at Cedars-Sinai and UCLA’s Ronald
Reagan medical centers in Los Angeles. Three patients died. The
hospitals said the infections occurred even though the devices
had been cleaned to the manufacturer’s standards. They have
since implemented more stringent disinfection procedures.

Olympus is the market leader for duodenoscopes in the US,
accounting for about 85 percent of sales, according to the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration. On Monday, the FDA posted a
warning letter online that said Olympus waited three years to
alert regulators to a cluster of 16 infections in patients who
underwent procedures using the scope in 2012.

Additionally, FDA inspectors found that the company has
no standard procedure for promptly reporting serious prob-
lems with its devices, a requirement for medical device com-
panies.

The company said it was reviewing the FDA’s warning. The
FDA also posted warning letters Monday to two other scope
manufacturers citing problems with the testing, design, report-
ing and quality control of their devices. —AP

Antibiotic-resistant ‘superbug’ found at California hospital

NAGOYA: Yasutaro Koide, the 112-year-old living in
the central Japanese city of Nagoya, smiles as he
talks with his grandchild Aya Kikuchi, 49, upon
being formally recognized as the world’s oldest man
by the Guinness World Records at a nursing home in
Nagoya yesterday. —AP

TRENTON: For the first time, there’s evidence that a dia-
betes medication, Jardiance, reduces risk of the complica-
tions that are the top killer of diabetics: heart attacks,
strokes and other cardiovascular damage.

Preventing those is a long-elusive goal for the millions of
diabetes patients and their doctors, and one analyst who’s
also a trained physician even called Thursday’s news of a
possible groundbreaking advance a “holy grail.”

Analysts are predicting a windfall for the makers of
Jardiance, anticipating a big shift in which diabetes drugs
doctors prescribe most. US investors liked the news, too,
driving up Lilly shares more than 5 percent.

Jardiance, a once-a-day pill, was approved in the US last
August for patients with Type 2, on noninsulin dependent,
diabetes. Despite the excitement, the drug’s two manufac-
turers - Eli Lilly and Co. of Indianapolis and German partner
Boehringer Ingelheim GmbH - have announced only that a
three-year study they conducted showed the drug delayed
the time until patients died of cardiovascular disease or suf-
fered a heart attack or stroke.

That brief summary, known as the top-line result, is

meant to inform investors promptly that the closely
watched study met its main goal, a result likely to affect Eli
Lilly’s financial prospects and stock price.

“This could be important to patient care, but I think we
should wait until the medical community digests” all the
data, cautioned Dr. Thomas Seck, Boehringer Ingelheim’s
US head of drug testing and medical affairs for metabolic
disorders, which include diabetes.

Dr. Ananda Basu, a diabetes specialist at the Mayo Clinic,
cautioned that it’s impossible to predict how patient treat-
ment will be affected until details of the study design, the
size of Jardiance’s benefits and any side effects are dis-
closed.

The two drugmakers plan to release detailed findings at
a major diabetes conference in Europe on Sept. 17 and
simultaneously publish them in a medical journal. In the
Jardiance study, the 7,000 patients were followed just over
three years, on average. All were taking multiple standard
medicines for diabetics, to control blood sugar, blood pres-
sure and cholesterol levels. Half were given Jardiance pills
and the other half dummy pills. —AP

Diabetes drug shows first protection 
from heart complications
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LONDON:  Workers in Britain’s health service have
little idea how to identify or help people who have
been trafficked, though many think they have had
contact with trafficking victims, researchers said
on Thursday.

Some 87 percent of National Health Service
staff quizzed by researchers from two London uni-
versities did not know what questions to ask to
identify trafficking victims, and almost four-fifths
said they lacked the training needed to help such
people. “Medical professionals are the ones that
come into contact with people who have been
trafficked,” said Jakub Sobik, a spokesman for Anti-
Slavery, a British human rights charity.  “It’s a very
delicate situation”. One in eight of those ques-
tioned reported contact with someone they knew
or suspected to have been trafficked, rising to one
in five for those working in maternity care.

The academics, from Kings College London and

the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, recommended special training for those
working in areas where contact with trafficked
people is likely, such as maternity care, mental
health, paediatrics and emergency medicine.

“You’re essentially looking for people who
might be showing signs of abuse or neglect, so
that might be physical injury or sexual abuse,” said
co-author Si‚n Oram from King’s College.  Another
warning sign is if a dominating companion makes
the patient reluctant to speak freely, Oram said.

NHS workers “lack confidence in how to
respond appropriately” if they recognise someone
is a trafficking victim, said the study, published in
the British Medical Journal.

Midwives, assistants and other support staff
were questioned as well as doctors and nurses.
“It’s something that a receptionist might pick up,
it’s something a porter might pick up,” Oram told

the Thomson Reuters Foundation.
In 2014, 2,340 suspected trafficking victims in

Britain were passed to the National Referral
Mechanism (NRM), a government scheme for
identifying and supporting victims of human traf-
ficking, up 34 percent from the previous year.

“Certainly we’re seeing year on year more traf-
ficked people being identified, but we don’t know
if people are getting better at identifying, or there
are more victims of trafficking,” Oram said.

The Home Office (interior ministry) says there
are up to 13,000 victims of modern slavery in
Britain, forced to work in factories and farms, sold
for sex in brothels or kept in domestic servitude,
among other forms of slavery. Most come from
Albania, Nigeria, Vietnam and Romania.

Worldwide, people who exploit slaves gen-
erate an estimated $150 billion a year in prof-
its. —Reuters

Health workers unsure how to spot trafficked patients

WASHINGTON:  The world can breath easy. A
giant asteroid is not hurtling towards Earth
about to wipe out much of the Americas, NASA
has felt compelled to explain following a swirl of
online rumors.

Blogs and off-beat news sites have claimed a
major asteroid will impact earth in mid-to-late
September near Puerto Rico, causing major
destruction throughout the region.

But that theory is entirely baseless, NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory said in a post this
week, trying to damp down the Doomsday pre-
dictions.

“There is no scientific basis-not one shred of
evidence-that an asteroid or any other celestial
object will impact Earth on those dates,” said

the manager of the Near-Earth Object office at
the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Paul Chodas.

The lab explained that all known hazardous
asteroids have a less than .01 percent chance of
impacting Earth in the next 100 years. “If there
were any object large enough to do that type of
destruction in September, we would have seen
something of it by now,” he said.

NASA pointed out that Doomsday theorists
have made similar predictions in the past,
including the Mayan calendar claim in 2012, all
of which were not backed up by science and
turned out to be false. “Again, there is no exist-
ing evidence that an asteroid or any other celes-
tial object is on a trajectory that will impact
Earth,” Chodas said. —AFP

Asteroid will not destroy 
Earth next month: NASA

This NASA Earth Observatory image acquired by the Moderate Resolution
Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) on the Aqua satellite on August 19, 2015
and released yesterday shows Typhoon Atsani. —AFP
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Fajr: 03:55
Shorook 05:19
Duhr: 11:52
Asr: 15:27
Maghrib: 18:22
Isha: 19:52

Prayer timings

CHANGE OF NAME

I, GANASALA VENKATA RAO,
(old name) S/o Ganasala
Venkatesu, Passport No.
L1168524, resident of D.No.
13-22-51, Teerugudem,
Nidadavolu Municipality,
W.G. Dist, A.P., henceforth my
name called and known as
GANASALA CHINA VENKAT
RAO. This information is giv-
en to go to abroad for
employment purpose.
(C 5023)
20-8-2015

I, Vemu Subbaiah, holder of
Indian Passport No.
MO403337 R/o D.NO.P 9/310-
5, Agadi street, Saipeta,
Kadapa city Y.S.R District,
changed my name as
Mansoor, s/o Vemu
Gangaiah. (C 5022)
19-8-2015

LOST

Have lost my 10th grade
CBSE marksheet, AISSE with
following details. Name: Zaid
Mohammed Hassan, roll no.:
8106166, year: 2012-2013.
Contact:
66644112/50079393.
Address: P.O. Box: 394, 13004,
Safat, Kuwait. (C 5025)
22-8-2015

Original document policy
No. 633001783-3 of Mr
Samiuddin Babars DV the
State Life Insurance
Corporation of Pakistan, Gulf
Zone is reported to have
been lost. Anyone finding the
same or claiming any interest
in it should communicate
with the Manager Kuwait
State Life office - Ph:
22452208. 
(C 5021)
18-8-2015

ACCOMMODATION

FOR SALE Sharing accommodation
available in Khaitan near KFH
need one or two Indian bach-
elors, sharing with Indian
Goan small family with 2
bathroom central A/C. Please
Call 66724593, 50985850.
(C 5019)
17-8-2015

Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(20/08/2015 TO 26/08/2015)

SHARQIA-1
THE RUNNER 1:00 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 3:00 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 5:00 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 7:00 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 9:00 PM
THE RUNNER 11:00 PM
THE RUNNER 1:00 AM

SHARQIA-2
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 12:15 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 2:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:15 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 7:30 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 10:00 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
MINIONS 12:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:30 PM
OPERATOR 10:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:45 AM

MUHALAB-1
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 1:00 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 4:00 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 6:00 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 8:00 PM
THE RUNNER 10:00 PM
THE RUNNER 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-2
INSIDE OUT 11:45 AM
INSIDE OUT 2:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:30 PM
OPERATOR 7:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-3
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 12:45 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 3:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:45 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 8:15 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 10:45 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 1:00 AM

FANAR-1
ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING 1:00 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 3:15 PM
ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING 5:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:38 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:15 AM

FANAR-2
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 11:30 AM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 1:30 PM
THE RUNNER 3:30 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 5:30 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 7:30 PM
THE RUNNER 9:30 PM
THE RUNNER 11:30 PM

FANAR-3
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:00 PM
ALL IS WELL - Hindi 3:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:05 AM

FANAR-4
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 12:15 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 2:45 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 5:15 PM
OPERATOR 7:45 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 10:15 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 12:45 AM

FANAR-5
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 1:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 3:45 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 6:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:00 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 11:45 PM

MARINA-1
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 12:30 PM

RETURN TO SENDER 2:30 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 4:30 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 6:30 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 8:30 PM
THE RUNNER 10:30 PM
RETURN TO SENDER 12:30 AM

MARINA-2
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 11:45 AM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 2:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 4:45 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 7:15 PM
OPERATOR 9:45 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
MINIONS 12:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 2:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

AVENUES-1
ANT-MAN 12:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 3:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 5:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 7:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 10:00 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:15 AM

AVENUES-2
THE RUNNER 12:45 PM
THE RUNNER 3:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 5:00 PM
THE RUNNER 7:15 PM
THE RUNNER 9:15 PM
THE RUNNER 11:15 PM
ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING 1:15 AM

AVENUES-3
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 12:15 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 2:15 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 4:15 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 6:15 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 8:15 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 10:15 PM
ANTBOY: REVENGE OF THE RED FURY 12:15 AM

AVENUES-4
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 11:30 AM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 2:00 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 4:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:00 PM
Special Show “MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE 7:00 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 9:30 PM
THE MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E 12:05 AM

AVENUES-5
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 AM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 2:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 8:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:00 PM

360º- 1
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 3:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 6:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 8:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

360º 2
RETURN TO SENDER 11:45 AM
RETURN TO SENDER 1:45 PM
ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING 3:45 PM
RETURN TO SENDER 5:45 PM
ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING 7:45 PM
RETURN TO SENDER 9:45 PM
RETURN TO SENDER 11:45 PM

360º- 3
MINIONS 12:00 PM
ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING 2:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 4:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 6:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:00 PM
ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING 11:15 PM
ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING 1:15 AM

Toyota Land Cruiser 2011
white, mileage 71,000 kms,
immaculate condition, own-
er driven, Al Sayer garage
maintained, KD 12,000.
Contact: 99713442. (C 5024)
22-8-2015

112



Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Saturday 22/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
SYR 343 Damascus 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
MSR 1614 Cairo 00:35
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
THY 772 Istanbul 00:40
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
MEA 408 Beirut 01:50
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
OMA 643 Muscat 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
QTR 1076 Doha 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
THY 5582 Bursa 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
OMA 641 Muscat 11:50
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
NIA 151 Cairo 12:35
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
IRC 6511 ABD 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00

IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
KAC 174 Munich 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 157 Dubai 22:55
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
LZB 7787 Varna 23:45
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on Saturday 22/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
MSR 1615 Cairo 01:20
SYR 344 KAC/Damascus 01:25
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
MEA 409 Beirut 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:05
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
KAC 173 Munich 07:45
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30

ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 10:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
OMA 642 Muscat 13:15
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
NIA 152 Cairo 13:35
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
IRC 6512 ABD 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:45
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 156 Dubai 18:35
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
THY 5579 TZX 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
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ACROSS
1. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising solely the razorbill.
5. A blemish made by dirt.
11. Anything that provides inspiration for later work.
15. The inner surface of the hand from the wrist to the base of the fingers.
16. An esoteric or occult matter that is traditionally secret.
17. A demon who swallows the sun causing eclipses.
18. American novelist (1909-1955).
19. Having winglike extensions.
21. A town in southeastern New Mexico on the Pecos River near the
Mexican border.
22. Not set afire or burning.
23. (Sumerian) Water god and god of wisdom.
24. An emblem (a small piece of plastic or cloth or metal) that signifies
your status (rank or membership or affiliation etc.).
26. Declare untrue.
27. A city in northeastern Ohio.
30. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
32. The federal department responsible for safeguarding national securi-
ty.
35. A silvery soft waxy metallic element of the alkali metal group.
41. Call forth.
43. Any of numerous local fertility and nature deities worshipped by
ancient Semitic peoples.
44. A unit of length equal to one thousandth of an inch.
45. A nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug (trade name Relafen).
47. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali earth group.
49. A small valve (or valve-like structure).
53. Liquid containing proteins and electrolytes including the liquid in
blood plasma and interstitial fluid.
55. Get undressed.
56. Any of several plants of the genus Manihot having fleshy roots yield-
ing a nutritious starch.
61. A native or inhabitant of Afghanistan.
63. Having winglike extensions.
64. A member of the North American Indian people of Oregon.
68. A unit of electrical power in an AC circuit equal to the power dissipat-
ed when 1 volt produces a current of 1 ampere.
69. Rigged with a triangular (lateen) sail.
72. Valuable fiber plant of East Indies now widespread in cultivation.
73. A benevolent aspect of Devi.
74. Subject to change or variation especially in behavior.

CROSSWORD 999
76. A nucleic acid consisting of large molecules shaped like a double
helix.
77. The second day of the week.
78. A great raja.
79. An implement used to propel or steer a boat.

DOWN
1. With rapid movements.
2. Goods (or wreckage) on the sea bed that is attached to a buoy so that it
can be recovered.
3. An employee who performs clerical work (e.g., keeps records or
accounts).
4. Congenital absence of an arm or leg.
5. Someone who works (or provides workers) during a strike.
6. The capital and largest city of Equatorial Guinea on the island of Bioko
in the Gulf of Guinea.
7. A large Yoruba city in southwestern Nigeria.
8. Any of various long-tailed rodents similar to but larger than a mouse.
9. Large swift fly the female of which sucks blood of various animals.
10. (astronomy) The angular distance of a celestial point measured west-
ward along the celestial equator from the zenith crossing.
11. The father of your father or mother.
12. Any of various large keen-sighted diurnal birds of prey noted for their
broad wings and strong soaring flight.
13. A major European river carrying more traffic than any other river in
the world.
14. Covered with or smelling of mold.
20. A dialect of Chinese spoken in the Yangtze delta.
25. A British peer ranking below a Marquess and above a Viscount.
28. Edge tool used as a cutting instrument.
29. Nocturnal badger-like carnivore of wooded regions of Africa and
southern Asia.
31. A light strong brittle gray toxic bivalent metallic element.
33. Evergreen trees and shrubs having oily one-seeded fruits.
34. Aromatic Old World herb having aromatic threadlike foliage and
seeds used as seasoning.
36. Extremely pleasing.
37. A plant hormone promoting elongation of stems and roots.
38. Naked freshwater or marine or parasitic protozoa that form temporary
pseudopods for feeding and locomotion.
39. (Greek legend) The greedy king of Phrygia who Dionysus gave the
power to turn everything he touched into gold.
40. A military trainee (as at a military academy).
42. A warning against certain acts.
46. (meaning literally `born') Used to indicate the maiden or family name
of a married woman.
48. A member of a North American Indian people living around the
mouth of the Colorado river.
50. A protocol developed for the internet to get data from one network
device to another.
51. An inlaid furniture decoration.
52. A town in southern Turkey.
54. A Muslim or Hindu mendicant monk who is regarded as a holy man.
57. The mission in San Antonio where in 1836 Mexican forces under Santa
Anna besieged and massacred American rebels who were fighting to
make Texas independent of Mexico.
58. Any of various thermoplastic resins used to make things.
59. Membrane of the young sporophore of various mushrooms extending
from the margin of the cap to the stem and is ruptured by growth.
60. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan River.
62. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
65. Cancel, annul, or reverse an action or its effect.
66. A member of an extinct North American Indian people who lived in
the Pit river valley in northern California.
67. (old-fashioned) At or from or to a great distance.
70. Anterior pituitary hormone that stimulates the function of the thyroid
gland.
71. The 7th letter of the Greek alphabet.
75. A person who announces and plays popular recorded music.
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HOUSTON: Chris Archer pitched a one-hitter, allowing
only a fifth-inning single by Colby Rasmus, and struck
out 11 to lead the Tampa Bay Rays over the Houston
Astros 1-0 Thursday night.

It was Archer’s third career shutout and second
against the Astros, having also blanked them in 2013.
Archer (11-9) retired the final 15 batters, fanning five.
Rasmus led off the fifth with a groundball single and
was the last runner for the AL West leaders. Desmond
Jennings got two hits for Tampa Bay and drove in the
lone run with a single in the fourth off Collin McHugh
(13-7).

TIGERS 4, RANGERS 0
Alfredo Simon threw a one-hitter in his first career

complete game and Detroit topped Texas in a
matchup of AL wild-card contenders.

The Rangers’ only hit came with two outs in the
fifth when Rougned Odor doubled. Simon (11-7)
walked two and struck out five. He threw 116 pitches,
three short of his career high. Martin Perez (1-3) took
the loss for Texas, giving up three runs, six hits and
three walks.

CUBS 7, BRAVES 1
Jake Arrieta pitched six scoreless innings for his

major league-leading 15th win, and Anthony Rizzo
and Addison Russell homered to lead the Chicago
Cubs over Atlanta.

Chicago snapped a three-game losing streak after
winning nine straight and 15 of 16. Arrieta (15-6)
improved to 9-1 in his past 12 starts. The right-hander
gave up four hits, struck out seven and walked one
while lowering his ERA to 2.30. Mike Foltynewicz (4-5)
gave up seven runs in 4 2-3 innings.

INDIANS 3, YANKEES 2
Josh Tomlin had his second impressive start since

returning from shoulder surgery, Cody Allen worked
out of his own jam in the ninth inning and Cleveland
held off the AL East-leading New York Yankees.

Tomlin (1-1) only allowed Alex Rodriguez’s 680th
career home run leading off the fourth and a double
to Chase Headley in seven deliberate innings.

Allen gave up an RBI single to Carlos Beltran, but
retired Headley and Didi Gregorius with two runners
on base for his 24th save.

Lonnie Chisenhall hit an RBI double, and Michael
Brantley - still limited to designated hitter because of a
sore shoulder - and Jose Ramirez had RBI singles off
Ivan Nova (5-5).

ROYALS 4, RED SOX 1
Wade Miley pitched into the eighth inning and

Ryan Hanigan drove in two runs as Boston ended
Kansas City’s five-game winning streak.

Miley (10-9) helped the Red Sox improve to 5-2
under bench coach Torey Lovullo, who took over
when manager John Farrell announced that is being
treated for cancer. Mookie Betts, Travis Shaw and
Xander Bogaerts had two hits apiece for Boston.

Junichi Tazawa pitched the ninth for his second
save. Danny Duffy (6-6) gave up four runs on seven
hits and two walks in five innings.

PIRATES 4, GIANTS 0
Charlie Morton combined with two relievers on a

six-hitter and Neil Walker hit a two-run homer, leading
Pittsburgh over San Francisco.

Pittsburgh has won seven of eight. Morton (8-4)
scattered four hits over 6 2/3 innings while striking out
eight and walking two. He was pulled in the seventh
inning with a four-run lead after the Giants loaded the
bases with two outs.

Jared Hughes, who got Gregor Blanco to line out
to end the seventh-inning threat, and Tony Watson
completed the shutout. Walker hit his 13th homer in
the sixth off Jake Peavy (3-6).

ROCKIES 3, NATIONALS 2
Yohan Flande pitched seven strong innings and

singled twice, driving in a run and scoring one to lead
Colorado over Washington.

Flande (3-1) allowed two runs and three hits to
help the Rockies avoid a series sweep. John Axford
worked around a leadoff single by Bryce Harper and
a walk for his 17th save. Ben Paulsen singled in the
seventh to drive in the tiebreaking run and Jose
Reyes added three hits, including an RBI double.
Max Scherzer (11-10) fell to 0-3 in four career starts
at Coors Field.

DIAMONDBACKS 5, REDS 4
AJ  Pollock drove in two runs with a bases-

loaded single in the eighth inning and Arizona ral-
lied to send Cincinnati to its sixth straight loss.

Chris Owings homered and drove in two runs as
Arizona overcome a 4-0 deficit. David Hernandez (1-
3) pitched a perfect seventh to get the win. Daniel
Hudson left the bases loaded in the eighth and Brad
Ziegler pitched the ninth for his 22nd save. Burke
Badenhop (1-3) took the loss.

MARLINS 9, PHILLIES 7
Martin Prado homered and drove in three runs,

Marcell Ozuna had a two-run homer and Miami
beat Philadelphia. Adeiny Hechavarria had two hits
to extend his career-best hitting streak to 13 games
for the Marlins, who have won four of five while
scoring at least six runs in all five games. Brad Hand
(3-3) allowed one run and four hits in six innings.
A.J.  Ramos closed for his 21st save in 26 chances.
Philadelphia starter Jerome Williams (4-9) got just
five outs, allowing eight runs and eight hits.

TWINS 15, ORIOLES 2
Tyler Duffey took a shutout into the eighth

inning, and the Twins beat struggling Miguel
Gonzalez and the Orioles on a soggy night at
Camden Yards.

Kurt Suzuki and Eddie Rosario each had three
hits and two RBIs, and Miguel Sano and Eduardo
Escobar contributed home runs in helping
Minnesota end a three-game skid. It was only the
eighth win in 25 games for the Twins.

The Orioles hadn’t allowed this many runs since
July 16, 2012, when they gave up 19 to the Twins.
Duffey (2-1) coasted until the eighth, when he
allowed two runs before being pulled with two

outs. Duffey struck out eight, walked none and
gave up 10 hits. The game began at 9:36 p.m. ET fol-
lowing a rain delay of 2 hours, 31 minutes. Gonzalez
(9-9) gave up seven runs and eight hits in five
innings.

WHITE SOX 8, ANGELS 2
Jose Abreu capped a five-run fifth inning with a

two-run double and the White Sox avoided a four-
game sweep by the Angels.

Jose Quintana (7-10) allowed two runs and eight
hits over six innings and escaped a bases-loaded
jam in the third. The left-hander struck out three and

walked two - marking the 15th consecutive start in
which he gave up fewer than three bases on balls.

Adam LaRoche capped the scoring with a two-
run homer, helping the White Sox end a seven-
game road losing streak and an eight-game victory
drought at Angel Stadium.

Minor league callup Nick Tropeano (1-2) gave
up six runs and eight hits through 4 1-3 innings in
his third spot start of the season. The right-hander
retired only one of the seven batters he faced in the
fifth, when Chicago snapped a 1-all tie.  Until that
inning, the White Sox were 1 for 21 in the series
with runners in scoring  position. —AP
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American League
Eastern Division
W L  PCT GB      

NY Yankees 67 53 .558 -       
Toronto 66 55 .545 1.5   
Baltimore 62 58 .517 5       
Tampa Bay 60 61 .496 7.5   
Boston 55 66 .455 12.5  

Central Division
Kansas City 73 47 .608 -       
Minnesota 60 61 .496 13.5  
Detroit 59 61 .492 14      
Chicago White Sox 56 63 .471 16.5  
Cleveland 56 64 .467 17      

Western Division
Houston 66 56 .541 -       
LA Angels 63 58 .521 2.5   
Texas 61 59 .508 4       
Seattle 56 65 .463 9.5   
Oakland 53 69 .434 13      

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 64 56 .533 -       
Washington 60 60 .500 4       
Atlanta 53 68 .438 11.5  
Miami 50 71 .413 14.5  
Philadelphia 47 74 .388 17.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 77 43 .642 -       
Pittsburgh 72 47 .605 4.5   
Chicago Cubs 68 51 .571 8.5   
Cincinnati 51 68 .429 25.5  
Milwaukee 52 70 .426 26      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 67 53 .558 -       
San Francisco 65 56 .537 2.5   
Arizona 59 61 .492 8       
San Diego 59 62 .488 8.5   
Colorado 49 70 .412 17.5 

MLB results/standings
Minnesota 15, Baltimore 2; Cleveland 3, NY Yankees 2; Pittsburgh 4, San Francisco 0; Detroit 4,
Texas 0; Boston 4, Kansas City 1; Arizona 5, Cincinnati 4; Miami 9, Philadelphia 7; Chicago Cubs 7,
Atlanta 1; Tampa Bay 1, Houston 0; Colorado 3, Washington 2; Chicago White Sox 8, LA Angels 2.

Rays shut out Astros, Tigers win

HOUSTON: Houston Astros’ Jose Altuve (27) is tagged out by Tampa Bay Rays shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera while trying to
steal second base in the first inning of a baseball game.  —AP
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BEIJING: Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt adjusts his headphones during a press conference in Beijing, China.
Bolt will be competing in the upcoming World Athletics Championships in Beijing, where he will look to
retain his Men’s 100 meter and 200 meter world titles. —AP

BEIJING: Usain Bolt and the controversial Justin Gatlin will get
the world championships off to an explosive start when they
take their rivalry onto the Beijing track in the 100m heats
today.

Bolt has dominated sprinting since he claimed a golden tre-
ble at the Beijing Olympics in the Bird’s Nest stadium, winning
nine of 10 individual world and Olympic sprint titles since 2008
— his sole blip being the 100m at the Daegu worlds in 2011.

America’s Gatlin is the man in form but he cuts a contentious
figure after serving two doping bans, latterly between 2006-
2010 after a positive test for testosterone.

That suspension came after he had won Olympic 100m gold
in 2004 and a world sprint double in Helsinki in 2005. Since his
return, he has won 2012 world 60m indoor gold, London
Olympic 100m bronze and Moscow world silver, and at 33 is rid-
ing an unbeaten streak of 27 races dating back to August 2013.
Bolt leads the head-to-head against Gatlin 6-1, but the Jamaican
insisted statistics, and the fact Gatlin was allowed to compete,
were far from his thoughts. “Competition is competition. It’s
always about who’s in the best form and executes,” he said.
“Rules are the rules, he’s served his ban and he can compete.

“I’m not worried. I never look at statistics. It’s track and field-
you never know what’s going to happen.” Bolt, who has held the
100m and 200m world records since 2009, said he had got over
pelvic joint pain that had prevented him from employing
enough flex to fully drive the power out of his long legs. Last
month he roared back from that early-season setback, which
saw him miss six weeks of competitive action, with back-to-back
100m times of 9.87sec at the London Diamond League meeting.

“I would have liked more competitive races,” Bolt acknowl-
edged. “But training is more important than competing.” On
100m times recorded in 2015, Bolt is now ranked number six.
Gatlin tops  the list with a personal best of 9.74sec set in Doha in
May, having also clocked 9.75 twice and 9.78.

“My body feels it’s like a 27-year-old instead of a 33-year-old
who’s run those four years and feels tired,” Gatlin told AFP in an
interview last month.

“My being away from the sport has been a gift and a curse in
a way. For me it’s saddening I had to be away, but I’m able to
have had adequate rest and sit back and see my opponents and
their growth and use that to my advantage.”

Gatlin “is running very well, as far as I can see”, said Bolt’s
team-mate Asafa Powell, who has clocked up more sub-10sec
100m runs than any other sprinter.

The former world record-holder, however, has misfired on the
biggest stage, but has looked in fine form this season. “Definitely
I’m ready to compete, that’s why I’m here,” said Powell, who is
also captain of the Jamaican team. “If my best is not as good as
other guys, I just have to be happy I gave my best. “ Another vet-
eran likely to be in the mix is American Tyson Gay, who has
served a one-year doping ban and like Gatlin and Powell is also
33, while 20-year-old Canadian Andre De Grasse will also be sure
to draw some attention. De Grasse, a late convert from basket-
ball, ran wind-assisted times of 9.75 and 19.58 in winning the
NCAA 100m and 200m titles this year and followed up with a
10.05 and 19.88 double at the Pan American Games, all of which
suggests his legal best of 9.95 may be under-estimating his
potential. —AFP

Bolt, Gatlin rivalry 
fast out of the blocks

Felix’s 400m race 
will not determine 
her Olympic plans

BEIJING: Allyson Felix will not decide whether to try a
sprint double at next year’s Rio de Janeiro Olympics
based on her performance at the Beijing world champi-
onships, she said yesterday.

The Olympic 200m gold medallist will be moving up
to the 400m for Beijing with the possibility of doing
both at the Rio Games, schedule permitting.

“I would love to have the opportunity to have the
choice to be able to do it regardless of what happens
here,” Felix said at a U.S. news conference. “As of now I
think the schedule is like it is here so it is something we
will have to see.” International Olympic Committee
President Thomas Bach offered a bit of hope later on
Friday. “The Olympic programme has been defined in
principle, but if we have a special case where we can
help an athlete, we would still be ready to discuss,” Bach
told a news conference. “It would have repercussions on
others. (We will) have to see if it would be possible or
not. I can’t tell you what the outcome of such a discus-
sion would be.”

Outgoing IAAF president Lamine Diack also seemed
amenable to discussing a change, but said, “if we want
to accommodate each and every single athlete, it will be
very difficult.”

The move is not without precedent. The 1996 Atlanta
Olympic schedule was revised to permit sprinters to
compete in both the 200m and 400m and American
Michael Johnson and France’s Marie-José Pérec both
successfully completed the double.

Felix decided not to try the 200-400m double in
Beijing because she would have needed to run the
400m final an hour after the semi-finals of the 200m on
Aug. 27. The 200m final is the next day.

The schedule for the 2016 Olympics, as announced
by the IAAF, is not much friendlier. The most decorated
female in athletics history would have to compete in the
first round of the 200m 75 minutes before the 400m
final under the current Rio schedule.

She and coach Bob Kersee chose to run the 400m
over the 200m at the world championships because of
the challenge. “It was definitely very difficult (decision),”
she said. “I think everybody knows I love the 200. So to
think of going to a championships and not being in it is
difficult.

“I can’t even imagine when I have to watch and see
results, and just wishing I could be in it. “But I do feel like
it was time to step up.” The 400 does not come as natu-
ral, though.

“The most difficult part is being patient,” Felix said. “I
am a true sprinter and I like to go fast all the time. “So
when you try to slow me down, the strategy is a little dif-
ferent to really lock into that. I think with experience I
(will) become more comfortable with that.”

Winner of 17 global medals, 13 of them gold, Felix
missed out on any medal at the 2013 world champi-
onships after pulling up in the 200m final with a ham-
string injury.

There will be an opportunity for three more in Beijing.
Along with the 400m, Felix is planning to run both the
4x100 and 4x400 metres relays. —Reuters

BEIJING: Science will ultimately put out the
doping firestorm that has engulfed athletics in
the run-up to the world championships, Craig
Reedie, head of the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA), said yesterday. The govern-
ing body of athletics, the IAAF, has been in cri-
sis since data from thousands of blood sam-
ples was leaked to two media organisations
this month.

Three weeks of further leaks and allega-
tions that the IAAF has been soft on dopers

have overshadowed the run-up to its biennial
showpiece, which opens in Beijing with the
men’s marathon today. WADA were asked to
form an independent commission to investi-
gate the allegations by German broadcaster
ARD and British newspaper The Sunday Times
that the IAAF had failed to probe hundreds of
“suspicious” tests between 2001 and 2012.

“It’s been a little bit of a firestorm; I think
the World Anti-Doping Agency has been pret-
ty clear in its views that the allegations were

based on data that was questionable from a
scientific and a legal point of view,” Reedie
told Reuters in an interview on the eve of the
championships.

“Our scientists and experts have already
started working down in Monaco and we
await the results of those investigations with
interest.

“I would like to think that things are qui-
etening down and I hope they are. At the end
of the day, I’m quite certain science will prevail

and we’ll come through this.”
Reedie welcomed the election of Sebastian

Coe to the IAAF presidency this week, saying
his fellow Briton was a “convinced anti-doper”
who would be a powerful ally in the battle
against the use of banned substances in sport.

He said Coe’s pledge to move to an inde-
pendent anti-doping agency for athletics would
not be in conflict with WADA’s work, suggesting
the sport might sensibly follow the lead of
cycling’s governing body, the UCI. —Reuters

Science will prevail in doping firestorm — WADA chief



MADRID: Chris Froome will face a
star-studded field led by Colombian
Nairo Quintana as he aims to become
just the third rider to win the Tour de
France and the Vuelta a Espana in the
same year. Indeed, defending champi-
on Alberto Contador is the only one of
the top five from this year’s Tour de
France not to take part in the gruelling
three-week tour around Spain as for-
mer Grand Tour winners Vincenzo
Nibali and Quintana’s Movistar team-
mate Alejandro Valverde also eye vic-
tory in Madrid come September 13.

A late surge by Quintana couldn’t
prevent Froome from claiming the
second Tour de France title of his
career last month and the Briton will
be backed by another strong Team
Sky line-up as he attempts to win the
Vuelta for the first time after runners-
up finishes in 2012 and 2014.

Frenchmen Jacques Anquetil
(1963) and Bernard Hinault (1978) are
the only riders to have previously won
both the Tour de France and the
Vuelta in the same year.

“I have great memories from this
race so I’m pleased to be back. I’ve had
a good rest after the Tour and now I’m
ready for my next challenge,” said

Froome. “It will certainly be a very
competitive race given the strong
field-which will be great for the fans to
watch. The competition will be tough
and this is bike racing so anything can
happen, but we have an excellent
team and we’re ready to get the race
started.”

Movistar’s dual star strategy of
including both Quintana and Valverde
was criticised during the Tour despite
both making the podium as the for-
mer’s relentless attacks on the final
two stages couldn’t compensate for
the time he lost in the first week.

However, Movistar team manager
Eusebio Unzue defended the decision
to once again not name an outright
leader of the team.

“They have both had successful
seasons and completed their pro-
grammes without any unforseen
problems,” he said. “There is always a
pressure that exists to do well, but we
hope to get to  every stage in good
condition and they are both preparing
for the Vuelta with a lot of excite-
ment.” Nibali also got stronger at the
Tour progressed to finish fourth and
went head-to-head with Froome on a
couple of occasions with the Sky man

declaring the Italian “unsportsman-
like” for an attack as Froome suffered a
mechanical problem.

The 2014 Tour de France champi-
ons forms part of what team manager
Giuseppe Martinelli has described as
the “strongest ever” Astana team
which also includes Fabio Aru and
Mikel Landa, who finished second and
third respectively in the Giro d’Italia
earlier this year. American Tejay Van
Garderen could also figure in the fight
for the general classification as he
returns after having to withdraw from
the Tour de France when lying third in
the standings due to headaches.

The race gets underway with a
team time trial from Puerto Banus to
Marbella on Saturday.

Thereafter, there are eight moun-
tain finishes to favour the better
climbers, but a 39km individual time
trial in Burgos in the final week could
hold the key to victory.

The final stage will return to its
traditional procession around the
streets of Madrid after a final stage
time trial in Santiago de Compostela
last year to mark the 800th anniver-
sary of St Francis of Assisi’s visit to
the city. — AFP

S P O R T S
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2015

BELGIUM: Nico Rosberg was fastest for Mercedes in
Belgian Grand Prix practice yesterday despite an
explosive, high-speed tyre blowout that had the
German wrestling to keep the car out of the barriers.
After lapping fastest in bright and sunny morning
conditions, Rosberg went quicker in the afternoon
before flirting with disaster.

“That was definitely not fun,” he told reporters
after escaping unscathed from the heartstopping
incident in which the right rear tyre shredded in sec-
onds as he approached Blanchimont at full throttle.

“It was not a nice experience. A 360-degree spin
at 200 mph is not something you expect at all. Luckily
I did not hit the wall. I didn’t feel anything before,
there was no warning. There will be a big analysis. I
was feeling quick before then, comfortable.”

Video evidence suggested the tyre had started to

fray several corners before. Rosberg, whose wife is
due to give birth to their first child next week, kept
the car on the track but the session was stopped for
marshals to pick up debris scattered across the track.
The red flags came out again shortly after practice
resumed when Sweden’s Marcus Ericsson pitched his
Sauber into the barriers.

“I hit the wall quite hard, sorry,” he told his engi-
neers over the radio. The order at the top was the
same in both sessions, with Rosberg ahead of team
mate and championship leader Lewis Hamilton with
Red Bull’s Australian Daniel Ricciardo third fastest.

Hamilton, who reported no problems with his car,
leads Rosberg by 21 points at the midpoint to the
season with Belgium the first race after the August
break. “The car was feeling good. Nico was quick but
otherwise I really enjoyed the day. I’ll try and find the

time and keep pushing,” Hamilton told the BBC. “Red
Bull are looking closer this weekend than they have
for a while, so it should be close.”

The drivers had got back to work in predictable
fashion in the opening session, with Venezuelan
Pastor Maldonado crashing his Lotus while champi-
ons Mercedes set the pace on the longest circuit on
the calendar. Rosberg’s best morning time was one
minute 51.082 seconds, despite an engine problem
limiting his track time, with a 1:49.385 in the after-
noon.

Maldonado, living up to the unfortunate
‘Crashtor’ moniker that has kept his mechanics busy,
brought out the red flags after 50 minutes when he
lost control at Malmedy and smashed into the barri-
ers. A website chronicling the Venezuelan’s unhappy
status (http://hasmaldonadocrashedtoday.com/)

promptly changed its status from ‘Nope’ to ‘Yes!’ and
reset the clock for the next update.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen, a four-times winner at
Spa, responded to being given a new contract for
2016 by lapping fourth and fifth fastest in the respec-
tive sessions.

Four-times world champion team mate Sebastian
Vettel was fifth and 10th. Belgian-born Dutch teenag-
er Max Verstappen, the closest to a home driver the
local fans have to cheer on this weekend, was sev-
enth fastest for Toro Rosso in the morning. McLaren
again struggled, despite upgrades to the Honda
engine, with Fernando Alonso and Jenson Button
languishing well down the field and hit by heavy grid
penalties for engine changes. Alonso was given a 30-
place drop, while Button was demoted 25 places,
ensuring both will start last today. — Reuters

Rosberg clocks fastest despite tyre blowout
BELGIUM: Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg of Germany steers his car during the first free practice at the Spa-Francorchamps circuit. —AP

Strong field threatens 
Froome’s Tour dream PARIS: France will be hunting for a revenge

win over England when the two rivals meet
in their second World Cup warm-up match
in Paris today. Stuart Lancaster’s men have
won the last two meetings-both at
Twickenham including last weekend’s 19-
14 success, with France eager to repeat the
outcome of their last Paris encounter.

Gael Fickou’s late try downed England
26-24 at the Stade de France in the opening
game of the 2014 Six Nations-a result which
ultimately cost the 2003 world champions.

Outgoing France coach Philippe Saint-
Andre, who will make way for Guy Noves
after the World Cup, has rung the changes
— 12 in total-as Les Bleus look to avoid a
third successive defeat against their bitter
rivals. First-choice centres Mathieu
Bastareaud and Wesley Fofana are back in
midfield, while Toulon club-mates Frederic
Michalak and Sebastien Tillous-Borde are
paired at half-back.

“They (Michalak and Tillous-Borde) are
used to playing together and I expect them
to get the team playing just as well as
Morgan (Parra) and Francois (Trinh-Duc)
did last week,” said Saint-Andre. “Todayy’s
match will be even more intense than last
week,” added the former Gloucester and
Sale Sharks boss, who will cut his squad
from 36 to 31 players on Sunday.

Giant Toulouse number 8 Louis
Picamoles keeps his place at the base of the
French scrum, with Clermont-bound full-

back Scott Spedding and Toulouse lock
Yoann Maestri the only other two players to
retain their spots. Rabah Slimani, Guilhem
Guirado and Eddy Ben Arous form the front
row with Stade Francais lock Pascal Pape
captaining the side after returning from a
thigh strain. Damien Chouly and Bernard Le
Roux complete the back row alongside
Picamoles with regular captain Thierry
Dusautoir rested after injury.

Yoann Huget-who scored two of
France’s three tries in that Six Nations win
over England last year-comes onto the
wing alongside Noa Nakaitaci.

England, who last won at the Stade de
France in the 2012 Six Nations, have also
made wholesale changes, opting for a near
first-choice starting 15, with coach Stuart
Lancaster keen to freshen things up. “There
is now an opportunity for those not
involved or who didn’t get much opportu-
nity from the bench to put a marker down
and build on that performance,” said head
coach Stuart Lancaster. “France were very
good last weekend and will be even
stronger at home and  this will be a big test
but these guys have been working hard for
the opportunity and are desperate to go
out and perform,” added Lancaster.

Only Gloucester wing Jonny May retains
his place from last weekend with Mike
Brown-who’s recovered from concussion-
and Jack Nowell joining him in the back
three. — AFP

France chase English
revenge in Paris
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Compton grabs share of lead

GREENSBORO: Eric Compton (left) congratulates Daniel Summerhays as they finish
the first round of the Wyndham Championship golf tournament. — AP

VANCOUVER: France’s Karine Icher
upstaged big names Lydia Ko and
Stacy Lewis to storm to a two-shot
lead after the opening round of the
Canadian Pacific Women’s Open in
Vancouver on Thursday.

Icher, a runner up to Ko in 2013 at
the event, took apart Vancouver Golf
Club with a bogey-free seven-under-
65. A five-time winner on the Ladies
European Tour, but not since 2005,
the 36-year-old burst out of a funk to
take charge and build a two-shot lead
from New Zealand’s world number
two Ko.

Icher has yet to post a single top-
10 result on the LPGA Tour this sea-
son but had seven birdies in a blister-
ing first 11 holes before parring
home.

Ko’s five-under-65 was the best
score of the morning’s play to take
second place alone while American
former world number one Stacy Lewis
was joined by Korean I.K. Kim, Swede
Pernilla Lindberg and American
Danah Bordner in a tie for third place
at four under.

Ko, who won at Vancouver Golf
Club as a 15-year-old in 2012, started
on the back nine and traded two

birdies and two bogeys over her first
eight holes.

But she managed five birdies from
that point on including three in her
final four holes. “Hopefully that will
give me good momentum tomor-
row,” Ko told reporters. “But playing in
the morning and then afternoon
tomorrow there is quite a bit of wait,
but I’ve just got to keep the positive
attitude going. Hit one shot at a time
and just have fun out there.

“It’s great to get into a really good
start. But you can see there are some
other really good scores and every-
body’s playing their best. It’s going to
be tough.”

Canadian teenager Brooke
Henderson, fresh off her maiden
LPGA win, posted a round of 70 to be
in the mix at two under and tied for
13th.

A Canadian has not won their
national open since Jocelyne
Bourassa won the inaugural event in
1973. “If I can continue to build off the
crowd’s energy the next couple of
days, I think it will be good,”
Henderson said. Defending champion
Ryu So-yeon of South Korea shot a
one-under 71. — Reuters

GREENSBORO: Erik Compton
wonders if  he should start
drinking more often after firing
an eight-under-par 62 to grab a
three-way share of the first
round lead at the Wyndham
Championship on Thursday.
The two-time heart-transplant
recipient, who tied for second
at last year’s U.S. Open, took
advantage of ideal scoring con-
ditions on a soggy Sedgefield
course to join fellow Americans
William McGirt and Tom Hoge
atop the leaderboard.

Preferred lies and soft greens
allowed players to attack the
pins fearlessly on a day when
102 players broke par, including
Tiger Woods, whose 64 was his
best score in over two years.

Compton does not normally
drink, but the 25-year-old had a
couple after the pro-am on
Wednesday after being sum-
moned for a drug test. “I drank
two vodka tonics to get my kid-
neys working. Maybe I should
do that again,” Compton joked
to reporters.

At 114th on the FedExCup
points list, Compton is likely to
stay in the top 125 and qualify
for the lucrative playoffs start-
ing next week, and a good start
here did not hurt his cause.

He arrived after a couple of

weeks off and a London holiday
with his wife, but knocked off
the rust in the pro-am and con-
tinued his hot hand when the
real action started.

“Kind of an unexpected
round,” he said after storming
home in 28 strokes on his final
nine holes, the easier front nine.
“It was really a great ball-strik-
ing day with a lot of tap-ins and
the course yielded some low
scores (so) it was just put your
foot down and know (it  is)
going to take a low number to
win this week.” Co-leader
McGirt, who grew up in nearby
Charlotte, teed off so early that
it was hard to read the greens
for the first few holes on a
cloudy morning.

“It was a little dark early but I
played pretty solid all day,” said
McGirt, who is ranked 86th in
the tour standings and, as with
Compton, has never won on
tour.

Tour rookie Hoge,  in the
last group of the day, birdied
the 18th to make it a three-
way t ied for  the  lead.
Compton and McGirt  led  a
group of four players by one
stroke, while two-times major
winner  Mart in  Kaymer  was
among those who matched
Woods on 64. — Reuters

Icher starts hot,
Ko and Lewis lurk

SUVA: The elder statesman of Fijian rugby,
Seremaia Bai, was the notable omission yester-
day when Fiji coach John McKee named his 31-
man squad for the September-October World
Cup. Fiji are in the so-called pool of death with
England, Australia and Wales, and McKee said
he had picked a squad which he was confident
“will rise to the challenge”. 

They go centre stage at the very start of the
tournament, playing hosts England in the
opening game. 

Led by Montpellier flanker Akapusi Qera the
squad is dominated by overseas professionals
with props Lee Roy Atalifo and Peni Ravai the
only local amateurs to make the grade. 

“With this talented group of rugby players,
fiercely proud of representing their country, I
believe we have a team of players who will
bring their best game to the biggest contest in
international rugby,” McKee said. “It’s great to
see Lee Roy and Peni making the selection. It’s
not always easy for local players to set really
high standards for themselves and to strive to
reach the highest levels of the game.” There is
no shortage of confidence in the Fiji lineup
after they beat Pacific rivals Samoa in the
recent Pacific Nations Cup final to shoot up to
ninth on the world rankings. 

“After the successful Pacific Nations Cup
campaign and current training camp here in
Fiji the squad is working well towards the chal-
lenges ahead,” McKee said.

“Pool A is a very challenging pool and I have

every confidence that this team will rise to the
challenge and bring their best game to every
match.” 

McKee’s focus on form meant no room for
the 36-year-old Bai, a veteran of 49 Tests, with
the Leicester centre named as a non-travelling
reserve.

Lyon winger Napolioni Nalaga and Glasgow
Warriors prop Jerry Yanuyanutawa also missed
the cut. 

Fiji squad:
Forwards: Lee Roy Atalifo (Suva), Isei Colati

(Nevers), Campese Ma’afu  (Pays D’Aix), Peni
Ravai (Nadroga), Manasa Saulo (Timisoara),
Sunia Koto (Narbonne), Tuapati Talemaitoga
(Pays D’Aix), Viliame Veikoso (Doncaster),
Tevita Cavubati (Ospreys), Leone Nakarawa
(Glasgow Warriors), Api Ratuniyarawa (Agen),
Nemia Soqeta (Biarritz), Sakiusa Masi Matadigo
(Lyon),  Akapusi  Qera (capt,  Montpell ier) ,
Malakai Ravulo (Farul Constanta), Netani Talei
(Harlequins), Dom Waqaniburotu (Brive), Peceli
Yato (Clermont). 

Backs: Nemia Kenatale (Farul Constanta),
Nikola Matawalu (Bath),  Henry Senilol i
(Treviso), Levani Botia (La Rochelle), Gabiriele
Lovobalavu (Bayonne),  Joshua Matavesi
(Ospreys), Ben Volavola (Waratahs), Vereniki
Goneva (Leicester),  Kini Murimurivalu (La
Rochelle), Nemani Nadolo (Crusaders), Waisea
Nayacalevu (Stade Francais) ,  Metuisela
Talebula (Bordeaux),  Asaeli  Tikoirotuma
(Harlequins). — AFP

Fiji cut elder statesman
from World Cup squad
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LONDON: Steven Smith scored his second hundred
of the series as Australia piled up an impressive 481
in the first innings of the fifth and final Ashes Test
against England at The Oval yesterday. Australia
may have lost the Ashes, at 3-1 down in a five-
match series, but captain-elect Smith’s 143 was the
cornerstone of a much-improved batting display.

England’s reply then suffered a setback when
skipper Alastair Cook, who had made 22, with four
fours, was bowled on the stroke of tea on the sec-
ond day by a superb delivery from Nathan Lyon.

Bowling from round the wicket, the off-spinner
got the ball to pitch on middle-and-leg before it
turned past left-hander Cook’s outside edge to clip
off stump. At tea, England were 30 for one-a deficit
of 451 runs-with struggling opener Adam Lyth
eight not out.  Earlier, the 26-year-old Smith, set to
succeed Michael Clarke as captain when the
Australia skipper retires after this match, struck his
11th hundred in 33 Tests.

It was his second century this Ashes after a
career-best 215 in Australia’s 405-run win in the sec-
ond Test at Lord’s. Thursday’s innings also saw
Smith become the first Australian since Matthew
Elliott in 1997 to score more than 500 runs in an
Ashes series in England.

Smith received good support in a fourth-wicket

stand of 146 with Adam Voges (76), while Mitchell
Starc (58) helped him add 91 for the eighth wicket. 

But Smith would have been out caught behind
on 92 had it not been for a Steven Finn no-ball. Finn
led England’s attack with three for 90 in 29.1 overs,
while all-rounder Ben Stokes took three for 133 and
off-spinner Moeen Ali three for 102.

But Stuart Broad, whose stunning eight for 15
saw Australia skittled out for just 60 on the first day
of the fourth Test at Trent Bridge-a match England
went on to win by an innings and 78 runs to regain
the Ashes-bowled 20 wicketless overs, for an eco-
nomical 59 runs. Australia resumed on 287 for
three, a stark contrast to their Nottingham night-
mare, albeit conditions were slightly more
favourable to batsmen than at Trent Bridge.

Smith was 78 not out overnight and Voges
unbeaten on 47.  Voges cut Broad, bowling with the
new ball, for four to complete a 99-ball fifty, includ-
ing nine boundaries, that followed his second
innings 51 not out in Nottingham.

But Voges was plumb lbw for 76 when an off-
cutter from Stokes kept low. Next ball 332 for four
should have become 332 for five when Smith
chased a wide delivery from Finn and was caught
behind, only for a replay check to reveal that Finn
had over-stepped by a distance.

Finn, though, did have his 100th Test wicket
when Mitchell Marsh (three) opened the face and
was caught by Ian Bell at second slip. Smith’s quick
single off Ali saw him to a 197-ball hundred, includ-
ing 12 fours and a six. But Ali, who on Thursday had
dismissed David Warner (85), took two wickets in
three balls on the stroke of lunch, with Peter Nevill
(18) well caught down the leg-side by opposing

wicket-keeper Jos Buttler and Mitchell Johnson
bowled for a duck.

Smith’s six-and-a-half-hour innings, which saw
him face 252 balls including 17 fours and two sixes,
ended when he dragged the ball onto his stumps
trying to drive Finn. The fast bowler ended the
innings when he had Peter Siddle well caught in
the gully by a diving Lyth. — AFP

LONDON: England’s Joe Root tries to play a shot off the bowling of Australia’s
Mitchell Johnson on the second day of the fifth Ashes Test match. — AP

Smith puts Aussies in charge

Australia 1st Innings (overnight: 287-3)
C. Rogers c Cook b Wood 43
D. Warner c Lyth b Ali 85
S. Smith b Finn 143
M. Clarke c Buttler b Stokes 15
A. Voges lbw b Stokes 76
M. Marsh c Bell b Finn 3
P. Nevill c Buttler b Ali 18
M. Johnson b Ali 0
M. Starc lbw b Stokes 58
P. Siddle c Lyth b Finn 1
N. Lyon not out 5
Extras (b1, lb24, w6, nb3) 34
Total (all out, 125.1 overs, 567 mins) 481
Fall of wickets: 1-110 (Rogers), 2-161 (Warner), 3-
186 (Clarke), 4-332 (Voges), 5-343 (Marsh), 6-376
(Nevill), 7-376 (Johnson), 8-467 (Smith), 9-475

(Starc), 10-481 (Siddle)
Bowling: Broad 20-4-59-0 (1nb); Wood 26-9-59-1
(2w); Stokes 29-6-133-3 (4w); Finn 29.1-7-90-3
(2nb); Ali 18-1-102-3; Root 3-0-13-0

England 1st Innings
A. Lyth not out 8
A. Cook b Lyon 22
Extras 0
Total (1 wkt, 7.1 overs, 30 mins) 30
To bat: I Bell, J Root, J Bairstow, B Stokes, J Buttler,
M Ali, S Broad, M Wood, S Finn
Fall of wickets: 1-30 (Cook)
Bowling: Starc 4-2-9-0; Johnson 2-0-17-0; Lyon
1.1-0-4-1
Match position: England are 451 runs behind
with nine first-innings wickets standing.

SCOREBOARD
LONDON: Scoreboard on the second day of the fifth Ashes Test between England and
Australia at The Oval yesterday:

COLOMBO: Kumar Sangakkara contributed to a Sri
Lankan revival in his final Test as India found wickets
hard to come by in the second Test in Colombo yes-
terday. The hosts recovered from an early setback to
close the second day at 140-3 in their first innings, still
253 runs behind India’s total of 393 with seven wickets
in hand. Sangakkara survived a torrid start to make 32,
adding 74 for the second wicket with Kaushal Silva
after Dimuth Karunaratne was leg-before to Umesh
Yadav in the second over of the innings.

Silva, who had been caught behind off Stuart
Binny on 14 before replays indicated a no-ball, scored
51. At stumps, Lahiru Thirimanne was unbeaten on 28
and skipper Angelo Mathews was on 19. 

India, seeking a series-levelling win after losing
the first Test in Galle by 63 runs, were all out in the
third over after lunch with wicket-keeper
Wriddhiman Saha making 56. Sangakkara, the fifth-
highest run-getter in Test history who will quit inter-
national cricket after the match, walked on to  warm
applause from some 4,000 home fans and a guard of
honour by the Indian fielders. But the left-hander
endured a tough time in the middle after keeping
out a first-ball yorker from Yadav. He remained score-
less for 13 deliveries before steering Ishant Sharma to
third man for two to get off the mark.

Sangakkara drove Yadav to the point fence for his
first boundary, but escaped narrowly on 24 when
Ajinkya Rahane failed to grasp a sharp chance in the

slips after the batsman slashed at Ravichandran
Ashwin. Sangakkara managed to add only eight more
runs before the same Ashwin-Rahane combination
got rid of him after tea with the fielder completing a
low catch in the slips.

Silva, who made five and zero in the first Test,
defied the Indian bowlers for more than three hours
before top-edging a sweep off Amit Mishra to Ashwin
at fine-leg. India’s bowling coach Bharat Arun said
restricting Sri Lanka’s batsmen to less than three runs
an over meant the bowlers had shown a lot of disci-
pline in their line and length. “We are looking for a
lead of about 100 runs,” said Arun. “The pitch is begin-
ning to wear out a bit and there were also signs the
spinners were extracting some turn.

“There is a lot more bounce in this pitch than at
Galle and this will help us. Also the old ball will reverse
because of the dry grass and Umesh (Yadav) is particu-
larly good with reverse swing. “We are pretty happy
with the way this Test has gone so far, but there is a
long way to go in the match.” Earlier, Saha followed
his 60 in the first innings at Galle with another gutsy
half-century before he was ninth out, leg-before to
left-arm spinner Rangana Herath after lunch.

Saha and Amit Mishra put on 46 for the eighth
wicket to frustrate the hosts’ bid to wrap up the
innings quickly after India resumed the day at 319-6.

Mishra, essentially a leg-spinner, made 24 with
three boundaries before he was caught behind off a

rising delivery from fast bowler Dushmantha
Chameera.  

Saha led a charmed life at the crease with two
lucky escapes off the bowling of seamer
Dhammika Prasad before he had added to his
overnight score of 19. The first time, the bail failed

to dislodge after the ball brushed the off-stump,
and then he survived an appeal for a low catch by
wicketkeeper Dinesh Chandimal which replays
showed may have hit the ground first. Herath fin-
ished with four wickets, while Prasad, Mathews and
Chameera claimed two each. — AFP

Sangakkara, Silva rescue Sri Lanka

India 1st innings (overnight 319-6):
M. Vijay lbw b Prasad 0
L. Rahul c Chandimal b Chameera 108
A. Rahane c Karunaratne b Prasad 4
V. Kohli c Mathews b Herath 78
R. Sharma lbw b Mathews 79 
S. Binny c Chameera b Herath 10
W. Saha lbw b Herath 56
R. Ashwin c Silva b Mathews 2
A. Mishra c Chandimal b Chameera 24
I. Sharma lbw b Herath 2
U. Yadav not out 2 
Extras: (b8, lb13, w4, nb3) 28 
Total (all out, 114 overs) 393

Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Vijay), 2-12 (Rahane), 3-176
(Kohli), 4-231 (Rahul), 5-267 (Binny), 6-319 (R.
Sharma), 7-321 (Ashwin), 8-367 (Mishra), 9-386
(Saha), 10-393 (I. Sharma).  

Bowling: Prasad 24-7-84-2 (w2), Mathews 15-7-
24-2, Chameera 20-2-72-2 (nb2, w2), Herath 25-3-
81-4, Kaushal 30-2-111-0 (nb1).

Sri Lanka 1st innings:
D. Karunaratne lbw b Yadav 1
K. Silva c Ashwin b Mishra 51
K. Sangakkara c Rahane b Ashwin 32
L. Thirimanne not out 28 
A. Mathews not out 19
Extras: (b2, lb3, nb4) 9 
Total (for three wickets, 53 overs) 140
Fall  of wickets: 1-1 (Karunaratne),  2-75
(Sangakkara), 3-114 (Silva).  
Bowling: I. Sharma 10-2-31-0 (nb3), Yadav 11-5-
34-1, Binny 11-3-24-0 (nb1), Ashwin 14-2-37-1,
Mishra 7-1-9-1.
Sri Lanka trail by 253 runs with seven wickets in
hand.

SCOREBOARD
COLOMBO: Scoreboard at stumps on the second day of the second Test between India
and Sri Lanka at the P. Sara Oval in Colombo yesterday:
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MADRID:  Champions Barcelona begin their bid for a
sixth La Liga title in eight years at Athletic Bilbao
tomorrow knowing that fellow heavyweights Real
Madrid could, unusually, be just one of several chal-
lengers for their crown.

Under new coach Rafa Benitez, Real are desperate
to recover from a 2014-15 season when they failed to
win major silverware and will be looking to FIFA
Ballon d’Or holder Cristiano Ronaldo to break more
scoring records and hoping world record signing
Gareth Bale can rediscover his best form.

Atletico Madrid proved they are genuine con-
tenders by winning Spain’s top flight in 2013-14 and
inspirational Argentine coach Diego Simeone has
overseen some canny business in the latest transfer
window, including luring Colombia striker Jackson
Martinez from Porto.

And it would be no great surprise if Valencia, flush
with cash following last year’s takeover by Singapore
billionaire Peter Lim, and Europa League champions
Sevilla, who gave Barca a mighty scare in this month’s
European Super Cup, are in the mix at the top of the
table come May.

“In Spain we don’t just have Barcelona,” Benitez
told daily El Pais this week. “There is Atletico,
Valencia, Sevilla, who are all performing very well,”
added the much-travelled 55-year-old, who began
his coaching career in Real’s academy after his nas-
cent playing career was ended by injury. “But it’s true
that Barcelona are the champions and the reference
point.”

Bilbao showed Barca are vulnerable when they
thrashed them 4-0 in the first leg of the Spanish
Super Cup last week, going on to seal a 5-1 aggregate

success in the return on Monday, and the pressure on
the Catalan club to match last term’s haul of
Champions League, La Liga and King’s Cup titles will
be immense.

Much will depend on the form of talismanic for-
ward Lionel Messi, who with strike partners Neymar
and Luis Suarez rattled in a Spanish record 122 goals
in all competitions last term.

Andalusian rivals Sevilla and Malaga get the new
season under way on Friday when they clash at the
Rosaleda (1830 GMT), before Atletico host promoted
Las Palmas (1830) and Valencia play at Rayo
Vallecano (2030) today.

After Barca play at Bilbao tomorrow, Real are
at another promoted side, Sporting Gijon, and
s e c o n d - d i v i s i o n  c h a m p i o n s  R e a l  B e t i s  h o s t
Villarreal. —Reuters

Barca facing tough task to retain La Liga title

Milan look set to put 
years of mediocrity 

behind them 
MILAN: With a new coach, a new investor and possibly a new stadium
on the way, AC Milan look as if they can finally put several years of con-
fusion and mediocrity behind them in Serie A this season.

Milan should join AS Roma and Napoli as the main challengers to
champions Juventus, who are aiming for a fifth successive title but must
rebuild their side after the departures of playmaker Andrea Pirlo and
marksman Carlos Tevez. Goal-line technology will make its Italian debut,
with Serie A organisers having finally decided to take the plunge following
a series of controversial calls by officials over the last few years.

Tiny Carpi and Frosinone will appear in the top flight for the first
time, Bologna return to Serie A after one year’s absence and Milan,
Napoli, Udinese, Sampdoria and Fiorentina all start with new coaches.
Fiery Serb Sinisa Mihajlovic became Milan’s fourth coach in just over 18
months when he moved from Sampdoria in the close season. His
appointment marked a clear change in direction by Milan, whose two
previous coaches, Clarence Seedorf and Filippo Inzaghi, were both
long-serving former Milan players with no senior coaching experience.
Mihajlovic, on the other hand, has no Milan connections but plenty of
coaching experience after stints at Catania, Fiorentina, Sampdoria and
the Serbia national team.

“Milan have always been a side to be feared and I want that Milan
side back. I want my Milan team to instil fear in other teams,” he said on
his official presentation. “We will be like our motto, a team of devils, red
like fire and black like the fear we will instil into our opponents.” Over
the last few seasons, Milan have appeared rudderless, pledging to put
their faith in youngsters developed by the club while simultaneously
signing players in the middle or latter stages of their careers. This close
season there has been a clear statement of intent, however, as the club
have splashed out about 78 million euros ($86.10 million) on forwards
Carlos Bacca and Luiz Adriano, midfielder Andrea Bertolacci and
defender Alessio Romanogli. The spending spree came as owner Silvio
Berlusconi signed a pre-sale agreement to sell 48 percent of the club to
a group led by Thai businessman Bee Taechaubol by the end of
September. Milan, a dismal 10th last term, have also cleared the biggest
hurdle in their plans to build a new stadium after their bid to acquire
the city’s former trade fair grounds was approved. Still, they have a lot
of catching up to do to get anywhere near Juventus, who have taken
Italian football by the scruff of the neck since opening their new stadi-
um four years ago.

Juve have won four successive titles since then, although the depar-
tures of Pirlo and Tevez could make them vulnerable. They are not
short of replacements, however, having signed strikers Paulo Dybala,
Mario Mandzukic and Simone Zaza, and Germany midfielder Sami
Khedira, while fending off bids for Pirlo’s heir apparent, Paul Pogba.
Roma, runners-up for the last two seasons, have brought in forwards
Edin Dzeko and Mohamed Salah on loan while talismanic playmaker
Francesco Totti will start his 24th season at his only club.

Like Inter Milan, however, Roma’s spending has been curbed after
they fell foul of UEFA’s break-even Financial Fair Play rule. Roberto
Mancini has struggled to get his Inter team into gear after taking over
from Walter Mazzarri last November and has seen Mateo Kovacic, the
player he described as “Inter’s future”, leave for Real Madrid. Napoli,
exasperatingly inconsistent in their two seasons under Rafael Benitez,
have given Maurizio Sarri the biggest break of his coaching career as
they look to pick up the pieces after missing out on a Champions
League spot last term. —Reuters

LONDON: When Leicester City lost at home
to Chelsea in late April it briefly stalled their
dash for Premier League survival and left
their opponents one victory away from claim-
ing the title.

Chelsea went on to claim the crown and
Leicester, with a stunning sequence of
results, stayed up. But not even Leicester’s
most optimistic followers could have envis-
aged then that, a few months later with
Claudio Ranieri now at the helm, they would
be hosting Tottenham Hotspur with a chance
to top the table with a maximum nine points.

Likewise, Chelsea’s fans could hardly have
expected their club to be mired in an early-
season trough that, with a certain sequence
of results this weekend, could leave Jose
Mourinho’s side bottom of the table. That is
the unlikely scenario in store, however.

Wins against Sunderland and West Ham
United mean Leicester have collected 28
points from the last 33 available-the best tally
of any side in the top flight.

With confidence surging, goals flowing

and a stuttering Tottenham visiting on
Saturday, Leicester have every reason to
expect their form to continue for another
week at least.

Algerian Riyad Mahrez leads the league
scoring charts with three goals while the likes
of James Vardy and midfielder Marc
Albrighton have excelled.

This week’s signing of Switzerland captain
Gokhan Inler from Italian club Napoli has
added to the feel-good factor sweeping the
east Midlands. Not that Ranieri is letting the
players get ahead of themselves. “I put the
ice on their heads to keep them cool so we
maintain a low profile,” the Italian said. “That
is important for us.”

Champions Chelsea are still looking for
their first victory, having conceded five goals
in their opening two games- including a
chastening 3-0 defeat at Manchester City last
week when skipper John Terry was substitut-
ed at halftime.

It is their worst start for 17 years and they
will hope to get back on track on Sunday at

West Bromwich Albion who themselves only
have one point.

After the distraction of Mourinho’s public
dressing down for club doctor Eva Carneiro
and speculation about talismanic Terry’s
‘demise’, Chelsea could do with a big state-
ment of intent at the Hawthorns where they
lost 3-0 in May having already secured the
title.

Manchester United and City will both be
seeking to maintain their 100 percent starts
to the season, with United, who host
Newcastle United on Saturday, buoyant after
taking a huge step towards the Champions
League group phase with a 3-1, first leg victo-
ry over Club Bruges at Old Trafford on
Tuesday.

City, ahead of Leicester on goal difference
at the top, face a trip to Everton. After two 1-0
defeats, newcomers Bournemouth visit West
Ham looking for their first ever top flight
points. Only Sunderland, who host Swansea
City, are also without a point after two
games. —Reuters

Leicester aim for top spot
LONDON: Southampton’s Jay Rodriguez (left) heads the ball in this file photo. —AP
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ZURICH: FIFA’s independent ethics committee is probing
“many” cases of suspected corruption, is accelerating its inves-
tigations and expects life bans for all but minor offences,
according to a source familiar with the matter.

Investigators are probing three main areas: cases related
to the 2018 and 2022 World Cup bidding process, the distri-
bution and use of development funds and match-fixing,
which the source described as soccer’s “big story”.

Ethics investigators say the days when corruption offend-
ers could expect to receive only three-month bans were gone,
the source told Reuters. “There are many more cases than
people imagined and they are determined to pursue them, be
prepared,” the source said.

The investigations are separate from a Swiss probe into
the 2018 and 2022 World Cup awards to Russia and Qatar,
which deny any wrongdoing, and a U.S. investigation which
has indicted 14 people, including former FIFA officials, on
charges of money laundering and racketeering.

Unlike those two probes, FIFA’s investigators do not have
police powers. Although suspected corruption among high-
ranking officials has attracted the media spotlight and con-
cerned sponsors, FIFA ethics investigators are believed to
regard match-fixing as the biggest threat to the sport as well
as the most difficult to combat.

“Match-fixing is the big story at the moment,” said the

source, adding that it was a crime that went beyond the
boundaries of sport and needed collaboration from public
authorities around the world.

Match-fixing is usually instigated by criminal gangs who
bribe players or referees to manipulate a game and make
thousands or millions of dollars by betting on the outcome.
Dozens of players have been banned around the world over
the past few years

FIFA has been dogged by suspicions of corruption for
years and several dozen officials have been sanctioned since
2010. These included former presidential candidate
Mohamed Bin Hammam, who was banned for life in a cash-
for-votes scandal following a meeting in Port of Spain before
the 2011 election. However, many of the Caribbean officials
involved in the scandal were given bans of a few months or a
reprimand. In response to the scandals, FIFA’s ethics commit-
tee was reformed and divided into two chambers, one to carry
out investigations and the other to hand out sanctions.

Even so, it still faces suggestions that it is toothless and
that FIFA President Sepp Blatter exercises control from behind
the scenes.

Blatter and the ethics committee vehemently deny this
but FIFA statutes prevent the watchdog from naming those
under investigation, even when the cases are well-known and
have been widely reported. Clearly frustrated by this, the

ethics committee last month called for greater powers to pub-
lish details of its activities.

“Transparency should be accorded greater importance in
the future when weighing up the protection of privacy
against disclosure,” Cornel Borbely, chairman of the investiga-
tory chamber of the ethics committee, said last month.

He said current rules were “inconsistent with state criminal
proceedings in Switzerland and Europe”. His proposal was
backed by Hans-Joachim Eckert, head of the judgment cham-
ber, who is ultimately responsible for deciding on sanctions.

One case that attracted particular attraction was that of
Harold Mayne-Nicholls, who led the teams which inspected
bids to host the 2018 and 2022 World Cups, and the Chilean
was banned for seven years in July. Mayne-Nicholls said he
would appeal and could not discuss the case.

FIFA did not give any details and the ban appeared severe
compared with previous sanctions for officials who had been
found guilty of serious offences including bribery.

However, the source said the suspension should be con-
sidered as a sign that the ethics committee was getting
tougher and that hindsight could give it a different perspec-
tive. “Lifetime bans are now seen by the Court of Arbitration
for Sport as the normal sanction for corruption and they con-
sider that lesser penalties should only be handed out in rela-
tively minor cases,” the source said. —Reuters

FIFA team targets match-fixing

GERMANY: FC Bayern Munich’s Vidal (right) scores in this file photo. —AFP

Hoffenheim hope 
to upset Bayern

BERLIN:  Hoffenheim have never beaten Bayern Munich in
the Bundesliga in 14 attempts but when the champions trav-
el there today, the hosts will be looking to stage their first
major upset against the overwhelming favorites.

Once hailed as they Bundesliga’s new blood after their
exciting climb up the divisions and their first top tier season
in 2008, Hoffenheim have so far failed to replicate that sea-
son when they were ahead of Bayern by the halfway mark.

They improved, however, last season under coach Markus
Gisdol and after narrowly missing out on a Europa League
spot, the club from the small western German village,
backed by SAP software company founder and billionaire
Dietmar Hopp, is eager to rebound from last week’s defeat
to Bayer Leverkusen. “We should not pull back into our
defence,” striker Kevin Volland said.  “Because then it is only
a matter of time until Bayern score. We have to be coura-
geous, we have to attack and be aggressive. They are not
used to that.”

Hoffenheim have lost 10 and drawn four of  their
Bundesliga fixtures against Bayern. “Obviously, this is a risky
strategy but in my view the only way to have a chance
against them,” the Germany international added. “What is
also clear is that Bayern are so good that they can outclass
any opponent if they get into their groove.”

The Bavarians have had an explosive start, crushing
Hamburg SV 5-0 in their season opener last week with new
signing Douglas Costa repeatedly slicing open their oppo-
nents’ defence with darting runs down the left wing and
scoring once as well.

“Bayern are one of the best teams in Europe. Ideally, we
want to stage an upset but that is very difficult, as always
against Bayern. We need to hit top form,” Volland said.

The Bavarians have only victory at Hoffenheim in mind as
they look to build on their good start.

“In Hoffenheim, we want to bag the next three points,”
said Bayern coach Pep Guardiola, who will still be without
injured winger Franck Ribery but has been impressed by the
speed and skill of newcomer Costa. VfL Wolfsburg, runners-
up last season, are trying to shift the focus away from the
ongoing transfer saga regarding attacking midfielder Kevin
De Bruyne with Manchester City pushing for a move, and
concentrate on their first away game of the season, at
Cologne.

Coach Dieter Hecking looks set to have Brazilian Luiz
Gustavo back in the squad and is hoping to improve on their
lacklustre 2-1 opening victory over Eintracht Frankfurt on
Sunday.

Ruhr valley clubs Schalke 04 and Borussia Dortmund,
eager to put a disappointing last season behind them, take
on promoted clubs Darmstadt 98 and Ingolstadt respectively
as they look to make it two wins out of two. —Reuters

PARIS: After starting the new Ligue 1 cam-
paign with back-to-back defeats, troubled
Marseille play their first game under new
coach Michel when Troyes visit the Stade
Velodrome tomorrow.

The Spanish former Real Madrid star,
who had been out of work since leaving
Greek giants Olympiakos at the start of this
year, signed a two-year deal to become the
permanent successor to maverick
Argentine Marcelo Bielsa.

Bielsa resigned in the wake of the sea-
son-opening 1-0 defeat to Caen, leaving
assistant Franck Passi to oversee last
Sunday’s 1-0 reverse in Reims.

However, the decision to appoint
Michel, like Bielsa a non-French speaker,
may not be to everyone’s taste, with

Marseille winger Romain Alessandrini
admitting last weekened: “It’s going to be
difficult if another person comes with a
translator, and so on and so on.”

Meanwhile, there have been further
changes to the playing staff in recent days,
with Marseille hardly able to believe their
eyes when Newcastle United came in with
17 million euros ($18.9m, £12m) to sign
flop Florian Thauvin and threw in France
international playmaker Remy Cabella as
part of the deal.

Former Montpellier star Cabella arrives
on a season-long loan which could
become a permanent eight million-euro
move next summer. “I’m very proud to be
here and I can’t wait to get out on the
pitch,” said the 25-year-old Cabella as he

returned to France having struggled to
make an impression during his season at
Newcastle. “I’ll remember a lot of things,
both positive and negative, from my time
in England. I grew up and progressed a
lot,” added Cabella, who said he was fully
fit ahead of the meeting with newly-pro-
moted Troyes.

Meanwhile, Monaco go to Toulouse as
they look to get back on track following a
3-1 defeat in Valencia in the first leg of their
Champions League play-off on
Wednesday. Quarter-finalists last season,
Leonardo Jardim’s side face an uphill strug-
gle to turn that tie around in the return at
the Stade Louis II next Tuesday, but first
they must get back to winning ways in
Ligue 1. —AFP

New coach Michel set for Marseille bow
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Rosberg clocks fastest
despite tyre blowoutSportsSports

CINCINNATI: Novak Djokovic of Serbia serves to Stan Wawrinka during the ATP and WTA Cincinnati Masters.—AP

CINCINNATI: World number one Novak
Djokovic brushed  aside Switzerland’s Stan
Wawrinka in straight sets to advance to the
semi-finals of the ATP and WTA Cincinnati
Masters yesterday.

The top-seeded Serb breezed past Wawrinka
with little difficulty in just over an hour, winning
6-4, 6-1 to avenge his defeat to the Swiss in the
French Open final. 

Djokovic will face either Ukrainian qualifier
Alexandr Dolgopolov or Czech sixth seed Tomas
Berdych in the last four. In other men’s quarter-
finals on Friday, Richard Gasquet of France faces
Britain’s Andy Murray while second seed Roger
Federer plays Spain’s Feliciano Lopez.

Meanwhile, Roger Federer engineered a 6-1,
6-1 rout in less than an hour, outclassing the big-
serving Kevin Anderson to join Novak Djokovic
in the quarter-finals of the ATP and WTA
Cincinnati Masters on Thursday. Switzerland’s

Federer swept the first set in 21 minutes and
began the second set with a break of South
African Anderson.

“I’m pleased with a rock-solid performance,”
said the six-time champion. “I know it’s only the
quarters but I’m playing great tennis. I hope I can
keep it up tomorrow.”While the second seed
was able to make it all look easy, it was a slog for
an exhausted Andy Murray as the third-seeded
Montreal title-winner needed a shade under
three hours to put down Grigor Dimitrov 4-6, 7-6
(7/4), 7-5.

Dimitrov led a set and two breaks before
Murray hauled the second set back. The
Bulgarian then owned the third 5-2 but could
not close it out despite getting to match point.

Murray gathered the last of his reserves to
take the win, his 26th at the tournament which
he won in 2008 and 2011. Djokovic also survived
a scare in the pursuit of a first career Cincinnati

title, with the top seed holding off David Goffin
6-4, 2-6, 6-3.

Djokovic, aiming to become the first man to
win all eight Masters 1000 events, nearly found
himself on the sidelines as his 13th-seeded
Belgian opponent won the second set and went
two breaks up in the decider.

But the experienced Serb pulled back from
the brink, levelling at 3-3 and ran out the winner
after a tense one and three-quarter
hours.Djokovic stayed alive despite seven dou-
ble-faults and five breaks of his serve.”It was a
solid first set, but whatever happened in the next
45 minutes I don’t want to remember it. “Luckily
for me I managed to bounce back, dig myself
out of this hole I was in,” added Djokovic, who
admitted he had struggled to adjust to the con-
ditions.

Sixth seed Tomas Berdych crushed Spain’s
Tommy Robredo 6-0, 6-1. Frenchman Richard

Gasquet knocked out US open winner Marin
Cilic, the seventh seed, on the cusp of a Grand
Slam title defense, leaving the Croatian hurting
after a 7-5, 6-3 loss.

Former champion Rafael Nadal, seeded
eighth, lost to Spanish compatriot Feliciano
Lopez 5-7, 6-4, 7-6 (7/3) in another night-time
marathon. Women’s holder Serena Williams dis-
patched Karin Knapp 6-0, 6-2, while sixth seed
Ana Ivanovic overhauled Sloane Stephens 2-6, 6-
4, 6-1. “Everyone enjoys easier matches. I think
testing is also really important, but at the end of
the day if you could have only easy matches for
the whole tournament I don’t think anyone
would object to that,” Williams said after her
stroll in 54 minutes.

Williams won’t get her wish in the next round
as she plays former world No.  1 Ivanovic who is
having a strong season. It will be a re-run of their
final from 12 months ago. — AFP

Djokovic routs Wawrinka for semi spot
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