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CINCINNATI: World number one Novak
Djokovic cruised through his opening
match at the Western & Southern Open
in Cincinnati on Wednesday, while Stan
Wawrinka had to dig deep to beat
Borna Coric and conceded his thoughts
had been far from tennis over the past
few days. Andy Murray, who beat
Djokovic in the Rogers Cup final on
Sunday and moved up to second in the
world rankings, had a tough second
round outing against Mardy Fish but
came through 6-4 7-6(1), while Rafa
Nadal also advanced after beating
Jeremy Chardy.

French Open champion Wawrinka
said he had yet to receive an apology
from Nick Kyrgios for the Australian’s
incendiary comment during their
match last week. Kyrgios, 20, drew the
ire of the tennis world in Montreal after
he insulted Wawrinka at the Rogers
Cup, saying that another Australian

player, Thanasi Kokkinakis, had slept
with Wawrinka’s girlfriend. Though
Kyrgios later apologised via Twitter for
his comments, he was slapped with
two separate fines by the ATP who also
raised the possibility the Australian
could be suspended.

Wawrinka did not hear the com-
ment at the time, only learning later
that it had been audible on television.
He admitted after his victory on
Wednesday that the past week had
been difficult. “For the past few days for
sure my head was not really into the
tennis,” Wawrinka told Sky Sports tele-
vision after his 3-6 7-6(3) 6-3 win over
Croatian teen Coric. “What happened
people don’t see exactly what the con-
sequences are for everybody so I’m try-
ing to put away. “Today I’m happy with
the way I fight. I was playing really bad
tennis but most important is the win.”
Wawrinka was then asked if he was

happy with the way that Kyrgios, who
lost his opening match in Cincinnati,
had apologized for the incident. “He
didn’t apologize so no, but I prefer not
to talk about him, thank you,” said
Wawrinka.

Slippery fish
Top seed Djokovic cruised through

his opener against Benoit Paire, beating
the Frenchman 7-5 6-2 to set up a third-
round clash with Belgian 13th seed
David Goffin. Murray, who ended an
eight-match, 25-month drought
against the Serb on Sunday in
Montreal, was given a thorough test by
the 33-year-old Fish, who has said he
will retire after the Aug  31-Sept 13 US
Open. After taking the first set 6-4,
Murray let frustration creep into his
game and he smashed his racquet after
being broken in the 11th game of the
second set, which gave the American

the chance to serve out to even the
match.

Murray broke right back, however,
then dominated the tiebreak to close
the match out after midnight. “I forgot
how tricky Mardy was to play against,”
Murray said after improving his career
record to 5-4 against Fish. “He takes the
ball incredibly early and the ball comes
off his racquet so quick sometimes. I
found it very tough ... I didn’t feel that
confident striking the ball, which is
quite different to last week,” Eighth
seed Nadal, swept aside by Kei Nishikori
in the Rogers Cup quarters, beat
Frenchman Chardy 6-3 6-4. The
Spaniard showed some positive signs
of returning to form but still had to
stave off nine break points. “I am work-
ing very hard to find my best game
again,” said Nadal, who has been ham-
pered by a string of injuries over the
past couple of years. —Reuters 

Djokovic, Murray, Nadal advance
Wawrinka still distracted by Kyrgios remarks

NEW YORK: Serena Williams put herself back on the winning
track in the American’s final warm-up event before the US
Open with a 7-5 6-3 win over Bulgarian Tsvetana Pironkova
in her opening match at the Western & Southern Open on
Wednesday. The defending champion enjoyed a successful
return to Cincinnati but Carolina Wozniacki, who Williams
beat in the final at Flushing Meadows last year, continued
her poor build-up for New York with a straight sets loss to
Victoria Azarenka.

Williams prevailed in 90 minutes and showed none of the
uncharacteristic struggles that dogged her during last week’s
semi-final loss to Swiss teenager Belinda Bencic in Toronto.
The world number one, who will aim for a rare sweep of the
four grand slam events at the Aug 31-Sept 13 US Open, broke
Pironkova’s serve once in each set and then sealed victory in
style with her 15th ace of the second round match.

“There wasn’t anything really tactical in particular for me
today, I always just try to play my game and be consistent
and stay focused,” Williams, who improved to 44-2 in 2015,
said in a courtside interview. The American will meet Karin
Knapp in the third round after the Italian advanced with a 6-
4 6-1 win over Russia’s Daria Gavrilova. Williams is skipping
next week’s Connecticut Open in order to prepare for the US
Open, where she will look to earn her fifth consecutive grand
slam singles title and fourth of 2015. “There’s definitely a lot
of pressure... I would like to win the Open, probably more
than anyone else,” she said. “Whether I do or not, I’m going
to try win it this year or next year and just keep going for
that. So, it’s not the end of the world.”

Kvitova, Bouchard beaten
In the evening session, Azarenka continued her domi-

nance of Wozniacki when she eased past the fifth seed 6-0 6-
4. Though ranked well below her opponent due to an
extended injury layoff, it was the fifth consecutive straight
sets victory for the world number 21 from Belarus over the
Dane. Wozniacki had her chances in the second set but frit-
tered away 10 of 11 break points, while Azarenka converted
two of her four chances.

The Dane, who has fallen at the first hurdle against three
different opponents the past three weeks, has been granted
a wild card entry into next week’s Connecticut Open in an
effort to find some form before heading to the US Open.
Fourth seed Petra Kvitova also bowed out, the Czech beaten
7-5 4-6 6-2 by Caroline Garcia,  of France, leaving the
women’s event with just two of the top five seeds still stand-
ing. Garcia will meet 14th seed Elina Svitolina in the next
round after the Ukrainian edged out the slumping Eugenie

Bouchard 7-6 (6) 7-5 as the Canadian’s woeful season contin-
ued. In earlier action, Romanian third seed Simona Halep
beat Frenchwoman Kristina Mladenovic 7-5 5-7 6-4 while
Czech seventh seed Lucie Safarova advanced with a 6-4 7-5
win over American wild card Coco Vandeweghe. —Reuters

Serena returns to form as 

Wozniacki slumps again

TV deal an extra 

incentive for 

La Liga’s lesser lights
MADRID: When La Liga kicks off today, some of Spain’s more mod-
est clubs will have even greater incentive to fight for their top-flight
status thanks to a new framework for the collective and more lucra-
tive sale of television rights. Unlike in other major European leagues,
La Liga teams had been negotiating individual deals with broadcast-
ers, a system that allowed heavyweights Real Madrid and Barcelona
to hoover up roughly half the available TV cash between them.

The remaining teams have long been earning far less than rivals
in countries like England, France, Italy and Germany but that is start-
ing to change thanks to a government decree passed earlier this year
after years of wrangling. Although the law is not due to take effect
until the 2016-17 season, Spain’s professional league (LaLiga) has
already organized the joint sale of rights for 2015-16 that will yield at
least 1 billion euros ($1.1 billion), up from around 750 million. Spanish
clubs will still be enviously eyeing the English Premier League’s TV
deal, worth more than 5 billion pounds ($7.8 billion) for the 2016-17
season, but many can begin to place themselves on a firmer financial
footing and pay off some of their debts to the tax man.

Real and Barca will continue to earn roughly the same, at least for
the time being, and significantly more than their major rivals in
Europe, but the effect on lesser clubs will be dramatic, according to
Placido Rodriguez, a professor of economics at Oviedo University.
“For the small La Liga teams the government decree is a blessing
from on high,” Rodriguez, a former chairman of Sporting Gijon said.
“The gap between Real and Barca and the rest of the clubs will
shrink,” he added. “But we will still remain far behind the Premier
League and the Bundesliga, where the difference between those
earning the most from TV and those earning least is two to one or
smaller.”

Uneasy truce
Spanish telecommunications giant Telefonica agreed last

month to pay 600 million euros for the rights to show La Liga
games in Spain in 2015-16. The league also struck a deal with
Barcelona-based Mediapro which guarantees at least 400 million
euros for the international rights. A joint study by the Center for
Sport Business Management at the University of Navarra and con-
sulting firm Grant Thornton published last month suggested clubs
like Las Palmas, Gijon and Real Betis, who were all promoted to La
Liga last season, as well as Rayo Vallecano, Eibar and Malaga will
earn far more. Las Palmas and Gijon will reap as much as 20 million
euros, increases of 574 percent and 569 percent respectively, while
Seville-based Betis will boost their TV income by 136 percent to as
much as 25 million euros. Real and Barca (140-160 million euros)
will still earn about three times as much as next-ranked Atletico
Madrid and Valencia (45-55 million), with Sevilla and Athletic Bilbao
(35-40 million) close behind. —Reuters

CINCINNATI: Serena Williams serves to Tsvetana
Pironkova of Bulgaria during the Western &
Southern Open at the Linder Family Tennis Center
on August 19, 2015 in Cincinnati, Ohio. —AFP


