
MANCHESTER: Manchester United captain
Wayne Rooney has admitted that his per-
formances to date this season have not been
up to scratch, but he is confident the goals
will start flowing soon. With Robin van Persie
and Radamel Falcao having left Old Trafford
during the close season and Javier
Hernandez out of favor, Rooney has started
the season as the lone striker in manager
Louis van Gaal’s 4-2-3-1 system. He is yet to
score in three games, leading to questions
about his suitability for the role, but while he
accepts that criticism of his performances is
just, he is targeting tomorrow’s game at
home to Newcastle United as an opportunity
to make amends.

“I’ve had one bad game this season and
everyone’s all over it,” Rooney told reporters
after United’s 3-1 win over Club Brugge in
the home leg of their Champions League
play-off tie on Tuesday. “I know, I’ve had that
throughout my career, but hopefully at the
weekend I can get off the mark. “I’m an hon-
est guy. I know when I don’t play well and
against Aston Villa (where United won 1-0 on
Friday) I was below my standards. I know
that. “I thought I had a good game tonight
(Tuesday), could have had a goal or two, but
that’s football.” He added: “It’s early on in the
season. Three games in, it’s time for me to
keep going. I’ve experienced this before and
the goals will come. I know that.”

‘Special tournament’
Rooney, who turns 30 in October, has not

started a season as United’s main striker
since 2011, but he rejected the suggestion
that it may take time for him to re-adjust. “My
mind’s clear. I know how to play the role,” he
said. “It’s just a case of getting the chances
and taking them, which I’m hopefully going
to do soon.” Rooney’s new team-mate
Memphis Depay stole the show against Club
Brugge, opening his account for the club
with two stylish first-half strikes before set-
ting up substitute Marouane Fellaini for a
stoppage-time header that put United firmly

in control of the tie. But Rooney gave a fleet-
ing glimpse of his ability in the second half,
cushioning a cross from Luke Shaw into
Depay’s path with an exquisite, volleyed
back-heel, only for the Dutchman to blaze his
shot over the bar.

Rooney has played in three Champions

League finals, winning one, in 2008, and scor-
ing in defeat against Barcelona in 2011, and
after a season out of the tournament, he was
delighted to hear the competition’s theme
music once again. “It’s what you want to play
in,” said the England captain, who scored 14
goals for United last season. “It’s a great feel-

ing, stood there before the game when the
music comes on and that’s when you know
how special a tournament it is. “Still, there’s
an important game for us next week to go
and finish the job off, but today (Tuesday)
was a good result for us in terms of starting
well.” —AFP 

I’ve not been good enough, admits Rooney
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Leicester aiming for top 
spot, Chelsea need a lift
LONDON: When Leicester City lost at home to Chelsea in late April it
briefly stalled their dash for Premier League survival and left their
opponents one victory away from claiming the title. Chelsea went on
to claim the crown and Leicester, with a stunning sequence of results,
stayed up. But not even Leicester’s most optimistic followers could
have envisaged then that, a few months later with Claudio Ranieri
now at the helm, they would be hosting Tottenham Hotspur with a
chance to top the table with a maximum nine points. Likewise,
Chelsea’s fans could hardly have expected their club to be mired in an
early-season trough that, with a certain sequence of results this week-
end, could leave Jose Mourinho’s side bottom of the table.

That is the unlikely scenario in store, however. Wins against
Sunderland and West Ham United mean Leicester have collected 28
points from the last 33 available-the best tally of any side in the top
flight. With confidence surging, goals flowing and a stuttering
Tottenham visiting on Saturday, Leicester have every reason to expect
their form to continue for another week at least. Algerian Riyad
Mahrez leads the league scoring charts with three goals while the
likes of James Vardy and midfielder Marc Albrighton have excelled.
This week’s signing of Switzerland captain Gokhan Inler from Italian
club Napoli has added to the feel-good factor sweeping the east
Midlands. Not that Ranieri is letting the players get ahead of them-
selves. “I put the ice on their heads to keep them cool so we maintain
a low profile,” the Italian said. “That is important for us.” Champions
Chelsea are still looking for their first victory, having conceded five
goals in their opening two games- including a chastening 3-0 defeat
at Manchester City last week when skipper John Terry was substituted
at halftime. —Reuters

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s English striker Wayne Rooney (right) is challenged by Club
Brugge’s Belgian defender Dion Cools (left) during the UEFA Champions League play off football
match between Manchester United and Club Brugge at Old Trafford in Manchester on August 18,
2015. —AFP

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain come calling on bottom-club
Montpellier today intent on retaining their perfect start to the
new Ligue 1 season.  Laurent Blanc’s reigning French champi-
ons haven’t put a foot wrong in their pursuit of a fourth
straight league trophy so far. Their championship run began
in 2013 when they succeeded the team they face today as
title-holders. A rare season-opening success over Lille fol-
lowed by last weekend’s 2-0 defeat of Corsican newcomers
Gazelac Ajaccio has left PSG in familiar surroundings, on top
of the pile, in company with Reims and Caen.

The big question mark for PSG fans, and Montpellier, is
whether Zlatan Ibrahimovic will take to the pitch. The
Swedish striker has missed out on the opening skirmishes
with a right knee sprain.  He took part in training on
Wednesday but is by no means certain to be judged fit
enough to line up. Similar doubts hang over the participation
of Argentina winger Angel di Maria. The 63 million-euro
(£44.3m; $68.9m) signing from Manchester United was intro-
duced to the Paris fans before kick-off at the Parc des Princes
last weekend, but was not fit enough to make his debut.

Di Maria continues his race for full fitness after coming
away from Argentina’s defeat to hosts Chile in the Copa

America final with a thigh injury. PSG have nothing to fear
from recent history with Montpellier’s last home win over the
capital club back in 2003. While the glory days of of 2012 may
seem a long way off Montpellier, under charismatic coach
Rolland Courbis, took a respectable seventh place last term.
They owe their position at the foot of the table on two
defeats, to Rennes and Angers. The strain of their poor start
appears to be taking its toll with Montpellier president Louis
Nicollin questioning coach Courbis’s pre-season preparations.

“I adore Courbis but his notion of not playing any friendly
games concerns me as I’d predicted (a bad start). Now I don’t
know when it’s going to stop.  I’m scared.” Courbis respond-
ed: “I read what he (Nicollin) had to say, I found what he said
hard, but it’s logical he’s not happy. “If we’re going to trouble
PSG we have to all remain solid.” Monaco, who are up against
it to make the Chamnpions League group phase after a first
leg 3-1 play-off loss to Valencia in midweek, are in action
tomorrow at Toulouse.  In other games Lyon, who ran
Monaco closest last term, host Rennes, Reims are on the road
at Nantes while Caen make the long trip south to Nice.
Marseille, under new Spanish coach Michel, are in action
against Troyes on Sunday.—AFP

Perfect PSG wait on 
Zlatan and di Maria 


