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FRANCORCHAMPS: Four weeks on from
a poignant and incident-packed
Hungarian Grand Prix, the Formula One
circus is back this weekend with defend-
ing champion Lewis Hamilton aiming to
increase his lead in this year’s title race at
the classic Belgian Grand Prix. The 30-
year-old Briton, who has a 21 points
advantage over his Mercedes team-mate
German Nico Rosberg in the drivers’
championship after 10 of this year’s 19
races, wants not only to stay on top, but
to erase all memories of last year’s events
with a confidence-boosting win.

After the sadness of losing Frenchman
Jules Bianchi, who died shortly before last
month’s Hungarian race won by resur-
gent German Sebastian Vettel for Ferrari,
Hamilton and the rest have taken a break
and returned recharged for the action
that lies ahead. Last year, Hamilton and
Rosberg collided in a controversial and
spectacular incident that overshadowed

the race and led to disciplinary action by
the team, a sequence of events that team
chief Austrian Toto Wolff is keen not to
see repeated. “Any mistake we make is a
gift to our rivals and we cannot afford to
do that,” he said.

“With 10 races down and nine to go,
we enter the second half of the season
with a stronger points total than at this
stage last year and yet our margin to the
competition is actually smaller. “In F1,
there is never a moment you can take
your foot off the gas and Hungary proved
once again that any slip is an opportunity
our rivals can grab with both hands. “We
have all enjoyed a chance to recharge
over the summer, but we have also kept
our minds focused on what lies ahead. I
think we know what is needed and we
have to remain relentless.”

Hamilton finished sixth last time out in
Hungary after a scruffy race littered with
mistakes and has been in Barbados and

New York during his holidays. “It’s been
good to relax, train and recharge the bat-
teries,” he said. “There’s always that flame
in the back of your mind that just wants to
get back out there and get on it - especial-
ly after a race like Hungary. “For me, Spa is
a great track to kick off the second part of
the season. “It’s one of the really great,
old-school circuits with so much history. 

It’s mostly medium to high speed cor-
ners, so you’re pretty much pedal-to-the-
metal the whole way round, which is a lot
of fun.” Rosberg, who finished eighth
after a late collision, said: “Hungary was
such a big disappointment and I’ve been
itching to get back to racing ever since.
When you’re in such a close battle for the
championship, any opportunity to gain
points is crucial and it’s up to me to take
those chances - but also to make them for
myself. “That’s definitely the target for the
second half of the year for me. It’s all still
to play for.” Mercedes have won eight of

the 10 races to date, but have some con-
cerns about the introduction of rule-
changes that reduce the ‘driver aids’ in
use at the start of the race and hand
greater responsibility to the man in the
cockpit.

Williams technical chief Pat Symonds,
however, said he believed the changes
won’t make much difference at all when
the lights go out again on Sunday. Given
that Mercedes were beaten comprehen-
sively at the start at the last two races, it is
Wolff who will have most to worry about
this time. He may need to take special
note of the form of Finn Kimi Raikkonen
who is not only a Spa specialist, but also a
driver boosted by being told on
Wednesday that he will stay with Ferrari
next year. “What can I say?” he said. “For
me, to be able to stay another year... it
means that the dream goes on. The
Scuderia is my family, as I always said, it’s
here I want to end my career.” —AFP

Rested Hamilton looks to avoid repeat of Belgian mishap

MILWAUKEE:  Ryan Braun became the
Brewers’ career home run leader with his
252nd homer and Khris Davis added two more
home runs to help Milwaukee avoid a sweep
with an 8-7 victory over the Miami Marlins on
Wednesday. Braun hit a 2-1 pitch from former
Brewers starter Chris Narveson to lead off the
sixth. Braun broke the tie with Hall of Famer
Robin Yount with a blast off the railing of the
second deck in right. Davis teed off on the first
pitch from Marlins starter Tom Koehler (8-11)
in the second for a two run homer and then
did it again in the third to tie the game at 5-5
with a three-run homer. It was his fourth mul-
ti-homer game this season and fifth of his
career. Martin Maldonado put Milwaukee 7-6
ahead with a two-run single off Koehler. One
batter later, Narveson relieved with the bases
loaded, one out and stranded the three run-
ners. Wily Peralta (4-7) picked up the win.

YANKEES 4, TWINS 3
Rookie Greg Bird hit a pair of soaring two-

run drives for his first major league homers,
supporting an overpowering effort by Nathan
Eovaldi and leading the Yankees to a victory
over the Twins for a three-game sweep.
Eovaldi (13-2) did not allow a baserunner until
Chris Hermann singled with one out in the
sixth.  Topping 100 mph on the scoreboard
radar a handful of times, Eovaldi was touched
for three runs in the inning when he lost com-
mand of his secondary pitches. In seven elec-
tric innings, Eovaldi gave up four hits and
struck out eight. He walked three in improving
to 8-0 in his last 11 starts since June 20. Dellin
Betances pitched a perfect ninth for his eighth
save - first since July 1 - for the AL East leaders,
winners of six of seven. Called up from Triple-
A on Thursday, Bird has been in the lineup
since replacing Mark Teixeira on the field
Monday night after the switch-hitter fouled a
ball off his right shin. He connected twice off
Ervin Santana (2-4), who fell to 0-8 in his last
11 starts against New York.

ATHLETICS 5, DODGERS 2
Jesse Chavez struck out six over eight

innings to win for just the second time in six
starts as the Athletics beat the National
League West-leading Dodgers for a two-game
sweep. Billy Burns hit a tying double for
Oakland in the sixth then scored the go-ahead
run on Danny Valencia’s double-play
grounder two batters later. After the low-bud-

get A’s won 5-4 in 10 innings Tuesday night,
they beat baseball’s biggest spender again to
win consecutive games following a seven-
game skid on a recent road trip through
Toronto and Baltimore. Back home in the East
Bay, Jimmy Rollins hit a two-run homer in the
third, but that wasn’t enough as Los Angeles
dropped back-to-back contests for the first
time since Aug 9-10. Chavez (7-12) threw a
career-high 116 pitches. Alex Wood (8-8) was
tagged for three runs on five hits, struck out
one and walked three over 5 2-3 innings.

RANGERS 7, MARINERS 2
Derek Holland won in his return from the

disabled list and Texas hit back-to-back-to-
back home runs in the seventh inning as the
Rangers beat the Mariners. Holland (1-1) scat-
tered eight hits, struck out six and walked
none over 6 1-3 innings. He was activated
from the DL on Wednesday following a shoul-
der injury suffered in his season debut on April
10. Mitch Moreland and Elvis Andrus each had
three RBIs and hit homers that sandwiched
Mike Napoli’s 446-foot blast to center off Joe
Beimel. Holland threw shutout ball until Mark
Trumbo hit his 15th homer of the season - his
sixth since joining Seattle - in the fifth. The
Mariners loaded the bases on three straight
singles in the sixth but scored just one run.
Seattle left-hander Mike Montgomery (4-6)
allowed three runs and five base runners in
the first, but shut out Texas over the next five
innings.

PADRES 3, BRAVES 2
Yangervis Solarte drove in two runs, and

Tyson Ross pitch six solid innings as the
Padres beat the Braves to complete a three-
game sweep. Solarte, who had three hits,
homered in the sixth and added a run-scoring
double in the seventh. In the seventh, Melvin
Upton Jr singled off Matt Marksberry (0-2),
stole second and advanced to third on Clint
Barmes’ groundout. Austin Hedges followed
with a double to left-center field, scoring
Upton for a 2-1 lead. Ross pitched six innings,
allowing a run on six hits. He walked three and
struck out five. Shawn Kelley (2-2) got the win
after striking out the side in the seventh. Craig
Kimbrel pitched the ninth for his 35th save in
37 chances. Atlanta’s Julio Teheran allowed a
run and struck out seven over six innings. It
was only the Padres’ second three-game
sweep of the season.—AP

Milwaukee avoid sweep with 8-7 victory

DENVER: Washington Nationals relief pitcher Jonathan Papelbon works against
the Colorado Rockies in the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug 19,
2015, in Denver. Washington won 4-1. —AP 


