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AHMEDABAD: India’s government has fired
Sanjiv Bhatt, a senior police officer who
accused Narendra Modi of being complicit in
deadly anti-Muslim riots in the prime minis-
ter’s home state of Gujarat in 2002. Bhatt
said yesterday he had received a letter termi-
nating his employment of 27 years after
being found guilty of indiscipline.

He was suspended from duty in 2011
after filing a petition in the Supreme Court
implicating Modi, then chief minister of
Gujarat, and his government in the 2002 vio-
lence. In his affidavit, Bhatt said Modi had
ordered police to allow rioters to vent their

anger against the state’s Muslim community
after the deaths of nearly 60 Hindu pilgrims
in a train fire that was blamed at the time on
Muslims.

Modi, who took power last year after a
landslide election victory, has always denied
any responsibility for the riots which left
more than 1,000 people dead, most of them
Muslims.  A Supreme Court investigation
cleared the prime minister of any wrongdo-
ing, but suspicions persist that he failed to
do enough to stop the violence. Bhatt said
he had received the termination order, dat-
ed August 13, on Wednesday.

It states that he failed to respond to
charges of indiscipline levied against him in
2012 and subsequently upheld by an official
inquiry conducted in his absence. The
charges relate mostly to his absence from
work in the wake of the suit, although he is
also accused of coercing a fellow officer to
lie about his presence at the meeting
attended by Modi.

“The government of the day has decided
to remove me from service after conducting
a sham, ex parte inquiry on completely fabri-
cated charges of ‘unauthorised absence
from duty’,” Bhatt posted on his Facebook

page. “If the government of the day does not
require my services... so be it. I pray to God
that he may continue to kindle and stoke the
passion and fire that has possessed me all
these years.”

Modi was effectively blacklisted by a
number of foreign powers in the aftermath
of the riots, which happened shortly after he
took over as the state’s chief minister.

The European Union and then the
United States only ended their boycott of
the right-wing Hindu nationalist when it
became clear he could be elected leader of
the world’s largest democracy. — AFP 

India sacks officer who took on Modi

SRINAGAR: Indian authorities detained
and later released two key Kashmiri sepa-
ratist leaders yesterday ahead of talks
between Indian and Pakistani security
advisers, while a third remained under
house arrest. The detentions came days
before the leaders were expected to travel
to New Delhi at the invitation of Pakistan’s
ambassador to meet with Sartaj Aziz,
national security adviser to Pakistan’s
prime minister.

Aziz is to arrive in New Delhi on
Sunday to meet his Indian counterpart,
Ajit Doval. The two officials are expected
to discuss terrorism in the region. The
talks signal the resumption of dialogue
between the two countries a year after
India canceled talks between the foreign
secretaries of the two countries, and after
Pakistan consulted Kashmiri separatists.
They are a follow-up to talks in July
between Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Pakistan’s Nawaz Sharif, who
agreed on the sidelines of a summit in
Russia to arrange a meeting between
their security advisers.

Yesterday, police put separatist leader
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq under house arrest
and whisked Mohammed Yasin Malik to a

police station in Indian Kashmir’s main
city of Srinagar. Both were released after
about two hours.

‘Confused’ government 
“We were directed to detain them and

we did that. Later we were ordered to
release them and we did that too,” said a
police officer, speaking on condition of
anonymity because he was not author-
ized to speak to reporters. However,
police did not remove barricades from
outside the home of separatist leader
Syed Ali Geelani.

Farooq expressed surprise over the
separatist leaders’ detention and rapid
release and said the Indian government
was “confused” ahead of the talks. He
said the aim of their visit to New Delhi
was “supporting the India and Pakistan
dialogue.” Kashmir’s former top elected
official and opposition leader Omar
Abdullah criticized both India and
Pakistan in a tweet, saying the two coun-
tries were “competing to give reasons to
call off talks.”

“I’ve never seen an Indo-Pak dialogue
where both sides are so keen to sabotage
it,” he said. The hostility between Pakistan

and India dates back seven decades, but
strains have grown since Modi, a Hindu
nationalist, took office a year ago.
Skirmishes between Indian and Pakistani
troops in the disputed region of Kashmir
have also increased in recent months.

The fighting has followed a familiar
pattern, with each side blaming the oth-
er, and has killed at least nine civilians
and injured scores on both sides of the
territory, which is divided between India
and Pakistan but claimed by both. They
have fought two of their three wars over
Kashmir. Noor Mohammed Baba, who
teaches political science at the Central
University of Kashmir, said it was too
early to say if the separatist leaders
would actually be allowed to meet the
Pakistani official. There’s been no word
from Indian officials.

Baba said the chances that the talks
would fail were high. “Both sides want
to have talks only on their own respec-
tive agendas,” he said. “Militancy is
again on the rise and the borders have
become hot. There is a dire need for
the two countries to adjust their posi-
tions to avert death and destruction in
the region.” — AP 

Indian authorities detain, then 
release 2 Kashmiri separatists
‘Supporting the India and Pakistan dialogue’

SRINAGAR: Kashmiri separatist leader Mohammed Yasin Malik walks inside his office after he was released by Indian
authorities. — AP 

Man from Ahmadi sect 
shot dead in Pakistan 
LAHORE: Gunmen on motorcycles shot dead a 37-year-old
pharmacy owner from the Ahmadi sect in central Pakistan,
police said yesterday, the latest attack on one of the country’s
most persecuted minorities. The incident took place Wednesday
in the town of Taunsa in Punjab province, some 320 kilometers
southwest of Lahore.

Police said four gunmen on two motorcycles rode up to the
drug store owned by the victim, Ikram Ullah, and sprayed him
with bullets before fleeing. “Ikram Ullah was killed on the spot
while assailants fled on their motorcycles,” Saleem Niazi, a senior
local police officer told AFP. Police are searching for the attack-
ers, he said, adding that the murder seemed religiously motivat-
ed. Saleem Ud Din, a community leader, condemned the killing.

“Continuous, seditious propaganda against Ahmadis all over
the country is a primary reason of these kinds of incidents,” Din
said in a statement. Ahmadis were declared non-Muslims by the
Pakistani government in 1974 because of their belief in a
prophet after Muhammad. They are frequent victims of discrimi-
nation and violent assaults, but it is rare for suspects to be con-
victed for attacks against them. Eleven members of the sect
were murdered for their faith in 2014 and authorities failed to
apprehend any of the killers, a report said April, highlighting
growing intolerance toward the sect. — AFP 

New president’s followers 
to join unity government
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe was poised
to form a new broad-based unity government yesterday with the backing
of followers of President Maithripala Sirisena after winning parliamentary
elections. Wickremesinghe’s United National Party (UNP) fell seven seats
short of an absolute majority in the 225-member legislature in Monday’s
election when he saw off a challenge by the island’s former president
Mahinda Rajapakse.

Rajapakse had been standing as a candidate of the United People’s
Freedom Alliance (UPFA) which is officially led by Sirisena, even though
the two men are now arch rivals. While Rajapakse and a rump of his hard-
core supporters are expected to remain on the opposition benches,
another faction loyal to Sirisena is going to link up with the UNP, according
to one of its leaders. “We will support the formation of a national govern-
ment, at least for a period of two years,” Duminda Dissanayake told
reporters after meeting  Sirisena in Colombo.  Officials said
Wickremesinghe was expected to be sworn in by the president at his sea-
front office today morning and his new cabinet could include some of the
defectors. The break-up of the UPFA had been widely expected given the
splits between the factions loyal to Sirisena and Rajapakse who surprising-
ly lost a January presidential election after nearly a decade in power.
Sirisena had been an ally of Rajapakse, serving as health minister before
splitting from his mentor and running against him for the presidency.

After winning the contest in January, Sirisena then turned to
Wickremesinghe’s UNP to lead a minority government. But after its pro-
gram was consistently blocked in parliament where Rajapakse’s followers
remained in the ascendant, Sirisena decided to call elections a year ahead
of schedule to break the logjam. How many of the 95 UPFA members
who won seats will join the government is not yet known. Rajapakse has
indicated that he does not want to be the formal opposition leader but
will instead be a backbencher. Sirisena wants to reverse many of the con-
stitutional changes brought in by Rajapakse which gave huge powers to
the president. Wickremesinghe’s government is likely to introduce legis-
lation to establish independent commissions to run the police, public
service and judiciary. Parliament is due to open on September 1. — AFP 


