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CALAIS: French riot police stand on the side of the road to prevent migrants from
approaching lorries on the road leading to the ferry port in Calais, northern France, yes-
terday. — AFP photos

CALAIS: French Interior minister Bernard Cazeneuve (right) and Britain Home Secretary
Theresa May give a press conference yesterday in Calais, after signing a deal aimed at
alleviating the migrant crisis in Calais. 

CALAIS, France: Britain and France yesterday
announced tougher security tools to guard the
Channel Tunnel, a new joint police command to
target human traffickers and 10 million euros
($11.2 million) in new British government money to
help asylum seekers and send others back home.

The measures are aimed at overcoming diplo-
matic and economic tensions around the French
port of Calais, a flashpoint in a European summer
marked by unusually large waves of migrants.

British Home Secretary Theresa May and French
Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve visited the
tunnel Thursday announced plans for a “substan-
tial” increase of security guards, higher fences, sur-
veillance cameras, floodlighting and infrared detec-
tion technology.

Since the start of June, at least 10 migrants have

died trying to sneak through the Channel Tunnel to
Britain. Countless others have slipped through
undetected on trucks. Britain and France have
accused each other of not doing enough to man-
age the migrants.

An estimated 3,000 migrants are camped in
Calais with more arriving daily, drawing intense
political attention in Britain. Elsewhere in Europe
this year, Germany has seen 360,000 migrants
arrive and 160,000 migrants have reached Greek
shores. May insisted on the importance of distin-
guishing between refugees fleeing war and repres-
sion and migrants coming illegally to seek better
economic prospects. “It’s a problem that starts else-
where in the world with migrants trying to come
abroad with organized criminal gangs,” she said
yesterday. Britain will increase monitoring of other

North Sea ports as the crackdown on Calais pushes
migrants to other potential departure points, she
said. The two countries announced a new joint
police command center to coordinate intelligence
to disrupt migrant-trafficking gangs. The overall
cost of the measures was not disclosed. But a joint
statement said Britain would provide an additional
5 million euros a year for the next two years for
identifying and protecting the most vulnerable
migrants, particularly women and children - and on
sending economic migrants home.

Sense of life
British border guards will meet with migrants to

provide “a more dissuasive and realistic sense of
life for illegal migrants in the UK,” the declaration
said. Cazeneuve said French authorities have dis-

mantled 19 trafficking networks this year. There are
now about 400 surveillance cameras, 200 French
guards and 500 other French security forces sur-
rounding the area near the tunnel entrance, British
officials said. Britain has financed four-meter-high
(13-feet) border fences that Eurotunnel spokesman
Romain Dufour says have reduced migrant storm-
ing considerably. The number of attempted tunnel
crossings has dropped to about 150 a night since
emergency security measures were put in place,
down from a height of about 2,000 in late July,
Eurotunnel says.

France will also strengthen support for aid
groups and local officials helping the most vulnera-
ble migrants, Cazeneuve’s office said. The minister
emphasized the “human dramas” driving people to
make the treacherous journey. — AP

Britain, France boost security to stop migrants from tunnel

Britain to reopen 

embassy in Tehran

this weekend

LONDON: Britain will reopen its embassy in
Iran this weekend nearly four years after
protesters ransacked the elegant ambassa-
dorial residence and burned the British flag,
a British diplomatic source said yesterday.

“The Foreign Secretary (Philip
Hammond) will travel to Iran to reopen
our embassy there,” the source told
Reuters on condition of anonymity as the
trip has not been formally announced.
After a nuclear deal was reached between
Iran and six major world powers including
Britain, Hammond said he hoped to re-
open the embassy in Tehran. Hammond
will travel to Iran this weekend for the for-
mal opening of the embassy on Sunday.
He will take a small group of business
leaders with him on the trip, according to
the diplomatic source. Until a new ambas-
sador is announced, the embassy will be
led by Ajay Sharma, until now the non-res-
ident charge d’affaires.

Iranian protesters stormed two British
diplomatic compounds in Tehran in
November 2011, smashing windows,
torching a car and burning the British flag
in protest against sanctions imposed by
London. Britain, which said the storming
of the embassy could not have taken
place without the consent of the Iranian
authorities, responded by shutting Iran’s
embassy in London and expelling its
diplomats. — Reuters

ISTANBUL: Turkish authorities yesterday
launched dawn raids in Istanbul and the
southern city of Mersin to arrest suspect-
ed members of an ultra-left group, a day
after two of its militants attacked the
Dolmabahce Palace in Istanbul,  state
media said.

Police detained over 40 suspected mili-
tants from the Marxist Revolutionary
People’s Liberation Party Front (DHKP-C) in
Istanbul’s Sariyer district on the shores of
Bosphorus and several districts of Mersin,
Anatolia news agency reported. The majori-
ty of the detentions took place in Mersin,
where the suspected militants from other
parts of Turkey had been staying in tents on
a beach in the port city, it added.  Police on
Wednesday detained two militants over the

armed attack on guards outside the
Dolmabahce Palace, one of Turkey’s main
tourist attractions which also houses offices
of the prime minister. No fatalities were
reported.  The DHKP-C yesterday claimed
responsibility for the attack on their website.

“We will break the hands raised against
the peoples’ fighters who ensured justice by
attacking the Dolmabahce Palace,” it said.
The DHKP-C has claimed a string of attacks
in Turkey in recent months, including a simi-
lar attack on the Dolmabahce Palace on
January 1 where two grenades were hurled
at the guards, which failed to explode.

The DHKP-C, known until the mid-1990s
as Devrimci Sol (Revolutionary Left), is a
deeply secretive group which goes quiet for
periods before re-emerging to stage attacks.

Mainly active in Istanbul, it seeks a
Marxist revolution in Turkey but also
espouses a fiercely anti-Western and anti-
NATO agenda.

The group had claimed a 2013 suicide
attack at the US embassy in Ankara that left
a security guard dead. Turkey has been on
heightened alert since Ankara launched a
two-pronged offensive to bomb Islamic
State (IS) militants in Syria and Kurdish
rebels in northern Iraq and southeastern
Turkey following a series of deadly attacks.
According to the government, more than
2,500 people have so far been detained in
raids targeting suspected members of the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), IS and DHKP-
C, the overwhelming majority of them from
the PKK. — AFP

Turkey detains 40 leftists 

after Istanbul shooting

BRATISLAVA: Seven people died yesterday
morning when two planes carrying dozens
of parachutists collided in mid-air in west-
ern Slovakia, the interior ministry said.

The crash involved two L-410 Turbolet
sport airplanes with 38 people on board,
most of them parachutists preparing for an
air show, according to Zuzana Farkasova

from the interior ministry’s firefighters divi-
sion. The seven dead included four pilots
and three parachutists, according to local
media. Five parachutists walked away with
minor injuries after the planes crashed near
the village of Cerveny Kamen near the
Czech border, according to health ministry
spokesman Peter Bubla. 

However, most of the survivors were
able  to  parachute out  of  the a i rcraft
immediately after  the crash,  a  pol ice
source told AFP. The accident took place
when one of  the  planes  suddenly
descended onto the other, according to
local media, with a propeller ripped off as
they collided. —AFP

Seven die in Slovak mid-air plane collision


