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SANAA: Displaced Yemeni children, who fled Saada province due to fighting between Shiite Huthi rebels and forces loyal to Yemen’s exiled President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, play
at a school turned into a shelter in the capital Sanaa on Wednesday. — AFP

ADEN: A bomb exploded next to the governor’s
office in Aden and killed four people yesterday
witnesses said, as Islamic State militants claimed
responsibility for a deadly raid on a Yemeni mili-
tary post near the Saudi border.

No one claimed responsibility for the blast in
Aden, the temporary seat of Yemen’s administra-
tion while the Houthi group holds the capital,
Sanaa. An official said the governor was present
but unhurt. Hundreds of kilometres away in the
Empty Quarter desert, a local official said
unknown gunmen attacked a government mili-
tary post in the Thamud district near Saudi
Arabia, killing four soldiers.

In a statement posted online, Islamic State
said it carried out the assault on the “apostate
army,” in the group’s first known attack against
the government since it emerged this year.

The attacks underscore the fragility of
Yemen’s government despite hundreds of air
strikes from Gulf Arab states. That campaign has
won the government control over most of the
country and reversed the gains of the Houthis, an
Iran-allied militia, after five months of civil war.

Plagued by chronic instability even before the
latest civil war, Yemen is also home to the world’s
deadliest branch of Al-Qaeda and a new offshoot
of Islamic State, which surfaced with a series of

suicide bombings on Shiite mosques on March 20
which killed 137 people.

On Thursday, Arab air strikes hit targets
throughout northern Yemen, local officials said,
as the front lines approach Houthi strongholds
there.

The attacks hit five provinces controlled by
the Houthis and the military airport in Sanaa amid
rapid advances by Arab-backed Yemeni troops.
The Saudi-led alliance began its air strikes in late
March as the Shiite Houthis entered Aden. The
civil war has killed over 4,300 people and left
diplomats and air groups appealing for a cease-
fire to spare civilians and alleviate a mounting
humanitarian disaster.

“SENSELESS BLOODSHED”
One air raid on a school in Amran province

north of Sanaa on Tuesday killed 13 teachers and
four children, in an attack the United Nations
called “senseless bloodshed.”

“No nation, no society, can afford to lose its
children to conflict - whether from direct attacks,
from malnutrition, from disease, from lack of edu-
cation, or from the traumas of the horrors they
witness,” UN agency UNICEF said in a statement.
It noted around eight children have been killed or
wounded in the war every day. Sunni Arab coun-

tries and Yemen’s Saudi-based government see
the Houthis as a proxy of Shiite Iran, bent on
extending the Islamic Republic’s influence in the
Arab world.

The Houthis and Iran deny this, saying their
spread is a revolution against officials and Arab
countries aligned with Sunni militants like al
Qaeda and subservient to the West.

Southern Yemeni militias and loyalist army
units have scored major gains against the
Houthis in the last month and may soon advance
toward their stronghold around Sanaa.

But as a political accord remains elusive, suf-
fering and hunger continue to spread, especially
after the coalition bombing of northern Yemen’s
Red Sea port of Hodaida this week.

Ertharin Cousin, the head of the UN’s World
Food Program, warned after a three-day visit to
the country that the violence and near-blockade
by Arab forces may push already widespread
hunger out of control. “Ten of the 22 gover-
norates in Yemen in July were already at emer-
gency levels. That’s one step away from famine.” 

Aid crisis
United Nations aid chief Stephen O’Brien said

on Wednesday that air strikes by Saudi-led coali-
tion airplanes on Yemen’s Red Sea port of

Hodeida were unacceptable and could worsen
the country’s humanitarian crisis. Hodeida, con-
trolled by Iranian-allied Houthi forces, has
become a focal point of efforts to resupply the
impoverished Arab state, battered by five months
of war that has killed over 4,300 people.

“These attacks are in clear contravention of
international humanitarian law and are unaccept-
able,” O’Brien said of the Tuesday attacks on the
port during a briefing to the 15-member UN
Security Council. “I am extremely concerned that
the damage to the port of Hodeida could have a
severe impact on the entire country, and would
deepen humanitarian needs, making more peo-
ple food insecure, leaving them without access to
water or medicines, which could also mean the
spread of disease,” he said. The United Nations
has raised Yemen to its highest level humanitari-
an crisis, placing it alongside emergencies in
South Sudan, Syria and Iraq. It has said more than
21 million people in Yemen need help, some 80
percent of the population.

O’Brien told the UN Security Council that
Saudi Arabia had not yet made good on an
April pledge of $274 million for the world
body’s aid appeal for Yemen, which he said
needs at least $1.6 billion and is only 18 percent
funded. — Agencies
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