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KUWAIT: A new season with cooler and
milder weather will prevail across the
Arabian Peninsula, as Canopus, the sec-
ond brightest star in the night sky, is
predicted to be spotted on August 24,
said Head of the Astronomy and Space
Sciences Department at Kuwait Science
Club Bader Al-Amirah yesterday. 

Known across the Arabian Gulf as
“Suhail Star,” the people of the region
await this change of season with great
anticipation, as the rise of the star
means improvement in weather, cooling
in water, lengthening of shadow and
shorter days of scorching heat, he said. 

The star can be seen in the Southern
half of the Arabian Peninsula, as for
northern half, it will not be seen until late
August, he added. Suhail derived from
the Arabic name for several bright stars.
The Chinese know Canopus as “the Star
of the Old Man” which is the symbol of
longevity and happiness in the Far East. 

No change in humidity 
Meanwhile, no changes in temperature

and humidity will occur over the upcom-
ing days, a Meteorologist said yesterday.
Mohammad Karam, Director of the
Meteorological Department, told KUNA a
state of stability prevailed in the last period
with an obvious increase of humidity on
coastal areas and islands. High humidity
will continue in the upcoming days.

Today, the weather is expected to
remain hot and humid on coastal areas
during the day, with northwesterly wind,
changing to slight and moderate on
exposed areas west of the country, ranging
between 12-40km/h. At night, the weather
will be hot and relatively humid with
volatile wind, changing to slight to moder-
ate northwesterly and ranging between 8-
28km/h.  Minimum temperature are 30-32
C. Sea conditions are slight to moderate
waves will be 1-3ft.

Tomorrow, the weather will be
extremely hot during the day, with moder-
ate north westerly wind, ranging between
10-35 km/h. maximum temperatures are
between 47-49 degrees centigrade.  At
night, the weather is hot and relatively
humid on coastal area, with volatile wind
changing to slight to moderate north-
westerly and ranging between 6-28 km/h.
Sea conditions are slight to moderate: 1-
4ft. — KUNA

Suhail star to signal
start of new season

Bader Al-Amirah

Kuwaiti lawmakers 
join pan-Asia meet 

KUALA LAMPUR: A delegation of Kuwaiti lawmakers, taking
part in the meetings of the Association of Asian Parliaments in
Jakarta, Indonesia proposed speeding up intra-investments
among nations of the continent of Asia, a Kuwaiti official said
yesterday.

Head of the delegation MP Awdah Al-Ruwaiei told KUNA
by phone that the meetings dealt with an array of draft resolu-
tions, among them the need for pushing forward economic
growth, which he said would be taken up extensively at the
next meetings of the Association which will take place in
Cambodia.

The meetings were conducted primarily by the executive
committee for economic affairs at the Association, which
agreed to a draft proposal by Kuwaiti lawmaker Khalil Abul
regarding encouraging investments in countries of Asia espe-
cially through investment portfolios and sovereign wealth
funds.

The lawmaker, in a similar phone call with KUNA, said the
committee discussed draft proposals on fighting poverty, eco-
nomic growth, sustainable development, environment, cli-
mate change, energy, and global warming, among other
things. The Kuwaiti delegation to the meetings of the
Association is made up of three lawmakers, Al-Ruwaiei, Abul,
and Madhi Al-Hajri. —KUNA

JAKARTA: A delegation of Kuwaiti lawmakers in the meetings of the Association of Asian Parliaments in
Jakarta. —KUNA

CAIRO: Envoy of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amiri Diwan
Advisor Yousef Al-Ibrahim, arrived yesterday in
Egypt, met Egyptian President Abdelfatah Al-Sisi,
conveying the Amir’s condolences over the demise
of the president’s mother.

Kuwaiti oil barrel 
drops by 11 cents
KUWAIT: The price of Kuwaiti oil barrel dropped 11 cents,
reaching USD 45.64 on Wednesday, compared to USD
45.75 on Tuesday, as announced by Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) yesterday. Oil prices had dropped by
one third since last June, while being unstable with a
slight rise from its lowest recorded rates in six years and a
half. Oil prices were affected by the huge rise in the US
crude oil reserves, with fears of market glut, which leads to
a drop in prices. Meanwhile, Brent forward contracts had
lost 45 cents upon settlement (about one percent), reach-
ing USD 48.7 per barrel. 

Dollar stays firm
In other news, the US dollar firmed vis-a-vis the Kuwaiti

dinar, trading at KD 0.302 but the Euro rose to KD 0.336
yesterday compared to Wednesday’s rates, the Central
Bank of Kuwait (CBK) said. The sterling pound also stead-
ied, trading at KD 0.474, however the Swiss franc climbed
to KD 0.313. The Japanese Yen meanwhile remained
unchanged, at KD 0.002. The US dollar lost 0.6 percent of
its value against the other major currencies in
Wednesday’s trades, following four days of profits. The US
Federal Reserve Bank had lowered forecast interest rate
hike for next month.

Creativity contest 
begins in October 

KUWAIT: The Creativity contest aiming at refining students’ talents
and developing their skills will kick off in October, the Ministry of
Education announced yesterday. Assistant Undersecretary for educa-
tional development and the activities department at the Ministry
Faisal Maqseed said that this contest will be organized in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of State for Youth Affairs and
“PricewaterhouseCoopers;” a multinational professional services net-
work. After a meeting held with a delegation from the Ministry,
Maqseed stressed the importance of enhancing the spirit of coopera-
tion among students and developing their skills in order to enrich
their life experiences. Maqseed added that the contest comes as part
of Kuwait’s support for young people and their interests through
organizing a number of competitions and activities.

Meanwhile, director of labor market at the ministry Hessa Al-
Ayyar said the ministry will nurture these talents by holding competi-
tions that focus on societal and environmental issues. She added the
competition will end in May and there will be prizes for the winners.
On his part, Assistant Director of risk management department at
PricewaterhouseCooper Abdullah Al-Turki said that 12 high schools
students of both genders will participate in the contest which will
include workshops of 5-3 persons per team. The creativity contest
will begin in October and ends in May. Prizes will be handed over to
the winners. —KUNA

Al-Sisi grateful to 
Kuwait’s support 

CAIRO: The Egyptian people will never forget Kuwait’s support
of Egypt and the choices its people make, Egyptian President
Abdelfatah Al-Sisi said yesterday. He made this statement in the
course of his meeting with the Kuwaiti Amiri Diwan advisor Dr
Yousif Hamad Al-Ibrahim, the personal representative of His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, who is in Egypt to extend HH the Amir’s condolences
to President Al-Sisi over the recent passing of his mother,
according to a press statement issued by President Al-Sisi’s
spokesperson Alaa Yousif.

In the meeting, Dr Al-Ibrahim praised the new Suez Canal
project, noting its completion in a record time of a single year
and deeming it a further boost to the country’s growing econo-
my. He said Kuwait was looking forward to investing in projects
in the canal region, which would create job opportunities for
Egyptian youth. Welcoming outside investments in his country,
President Al-Sisi vowed that no hindrance to these investments
will be tolerated and considered any Arab investments in Egypt
as a further push toward joint Arab work in the economic field.

President Al-Sisi spoke of the proposal of forming a joint
Arab defense force, underscoring its defensive nature and that,
in the event of its emergence as a reality, it would not be direct-
ed as an aggressive force against anyone, but that it would
ensure the territorial integrity, security, and stability of Arab
countries.  On the topic of fighting terrorism, Dr Al-Ibrahim
extoled the steps recently taken by Egypt to combat the ubiqui-
ty of this regional and international scourge. —KUNA 


