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By Aakash Bakaya 

Over the last few weeks, the death
penalty debate in the justice system
has been brought back in the spot-

light both in Kuwait and India. Yakub
Memon, an associate and brother of one of
the prime suspects in the 1993 Bombay
bombing was hanged for aiding and financ-
ing the coordinated attacks that took more
than 350 lives and injured scores more.
When his date for execution was brought
back to the forefront, there was a surprising
change in the attitude of the people. Maybe
for the first time in independent India’s
young history - the vocal majority was
against executing a known felon. 

I’ve stood against the death penalty for
awhile now but standing on this side of the
fence is much harder in the Gulf and sub-
continent. Capital punishment has a long,
storied history in varying cultures but most
stem from ancient religious practices. The
method of execution has evolved over time
from beheadings, being fed to lions to the
guillotine and modern day firing squads or
lethal injections. Till today, it is seen as the
ultimate form of punishment to the harsh-
est of crimes but over the last 70 years, legal
systems the world over have made strides
to abolish execution and find alternative
methods to administer justice. 

Terrorists, especially those from religious
factions, relish the thoughts of death believ-
ing that their evil deeds on earth will be
rewarded with a heavenly after-life. An ordi-
nary person’s notion of the after-life is the
exact opposite for religious extremists. I

bring this up solely because this was the
main sentiment supporting the death
penalty for Yakub Menon a couple of weeks
ago. They claimed - ‘capital punishment
should be abolished, but not for terrorists’.
Ironically, the more we learn about terrorist
organizations and their motivations; it
becomes obvious that capital punishment
should be waved off especially for them. In
an interview in one of Iraq’s many battle-
grounds, a reporter had asked a Kurdish
peshmerga fighter what makes their will to
fight of IS so strong, she simply replied ‘We
are fighting to live, they are fighting to die.’

The emotions that surround death sen-
tences are understandable and few can
deny that. When families are slaughtered in
a blink of an eye, retribution is unanimously
called for. Answering scores of death with
the lives of the few perpetrators behind it

seems logical, however visceral and animal-
istic it may seem. However, many countries
have gone against this and rightfully so.
There’s a reason Mahatma Gandhi’s famous
quote ‘An eye for an eye makes the whole
world blind’ resonates so well in modern
society. You can see this change around the
globe as well. Today, more than 106 coun-
tries around the world have abolished capi-
tal punishment and many others are look-
ing to do the same. 

Every heinous crime deserves a fitting
punishment and I argue that life imprison-
ment is a worse sentence than a simple
death. Rotting in jail in isolation is proven to
take an enormous psychological toll on
even the hardest of criminals and life-sen-
tences amplify this effect.  Repentance,
regret and a lifetime of living with your irre-
versible mistakes; it might not seem like a

fitting punishment for murderers but docu-
mented evidence proves otherwise. 

In places like India, where poverty is still
so common most ask why so many still get
to live in squalor while rapists and terrorists
get to have a roof over their heads and reg-
ular meals. How is it fair that we have to
spend our tax-paying money on them? The
key response to this is that millions are
already being spent in convicting these
criminals for a death sentence. These trials
go on for years (In Menon’s case, 22 years)
due to multiple rebuttals and postpone-
ments. This is what many advocates have
been saying for years - in hindsight, it’s both
easier and less expensive to throw convicts
in jail for life that tying a rope around their
neck.

The Gulf too needs to look at capital pun-
ishment and see what changes can be
made for the better of the legal system as a
whole. Five of the top 15 countries with the
most executions are all from the Middle East
and these range from terrorist activities to
adultery. With the trial for the Al-Sadiq
Mosque blast underway, it is quite possible
that the men who are eventually convicted
may be sentenced to death. It’s sad to think
that any other sentencing would be met
with almost universal criticism. For all the
money and modernity the GCC claims to
have, it still seems like we are still limping
behind affording people fundamental
human rights. 

This editorial reflects only the author’s per-
sonal views not those of the Kuwait Times. 
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