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Local Spotlight

Al-Rawda area has woken up one morning
to an environmental crime that angered
many of its residents and environmental

activists. Many of the palm trees inside Jamal
Abdul Nasser Public Park were chopped by ax
for the establishment of new buildings! This
matter has provoked the people to wonder over
the role of the Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) and its
silence about the flagrant violations of the right
of public parks, specifically, the palm trees.

We are in the middle of a desert, so the fact
that we even have a tree must be a matter to be
thankful for instead of cutting it with an ax! 

Yet, two days ago, this lovely park witnessed
an unforgivable crime against the environment,
reflecting a lack of awareness and understand-
ing in dealing with the environment, which pos-
es many inquiries, including, why do we cut
palm trees in Kuwait?!

The palm tree is like any other tree that could
easily be taken out and   transferred to other
places by experts, without the need to cut it
with an ax from the root while the heart was still
alive and humid. That is why I see this as a crime
and I’m sure this tree has been hurt while dying.
Worse, there was no banner at the place about
the nature of the project for which the trees
were cut or a banner identifying the responsible
official party! 

According to news published in the newspa-
pers, one of the guards had said the aim of the

project is to establish a building for learning
Quran! Seriously, we already have a large num-
ber of Quran houses in the whole of Kuwait and
many open and empty spaces, but they wanted
that lovely park and violated its privacy and
tranquility! I’m so angry!

After the denouncement and objection over
the cut palms, the workers have stopped their
activity until the rest of the trees are transferred.
These palms are dead now. It is strange that
there is a small abandoned building in the park
and it would have been better to renovate it
without having to build a new space. 

This news coincided with the decision of the
Ministry of Social Affairs approving the official
declaration of Palm Friends Society where it was
stated that it targets to raise the level of envi-
ronmental awareness of members of the com-
munity, and report of the inventory constraints
facing the palm trees in Kuwait! Well, this new
society should be involved to save any similar
act in the future. The news was all over the
paper, so it was not a secret! I’m thankful to the
guard because he told everyone about the mas-
sacre. I hope he still keeps his job. 

I know the subject of protection of the envi-
ronment seems boring, but I believe that palm
trees are like humans and it is not acceptable to
torture it, and the building for learning Quran
can be placed anywhere and it doesn’t have to
be at the expense of cutting a living creature
like the palm.

Massacre in Al-Rawda!
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Just kiddin’, seriously

All I can think about the approaching academic year
is the traffic. I really hope that this year the govern-
ment will find a way somehow to organize the traf-

fic, especially in school drop off and pick up zones. The
problem in this country is that most people simply don’t
respect the law. I’m not only talking about traffic viola-
tions, I’m talking about almost everything. According to
sources last week, the General Traffic Department con-
ducted a series of security campaigns in the six gover-
norates that lead to the issuance of 46,933 traffic cita-
tions, impoundment of 2,519 vehicles, arrest of 37
motorists for committing serious violations and referral of
23 expatriates for deportation as they were found to be
driving without a driving license.  What does this prove? It
proves that people in Kuwait, both locals and expats, sim-
ply don’t respect the law.

I have a few questions to expats and locals who are
breaking the laws: 
1) Why on earth will expats drive a car without a driving

license? Will anyone from any nationality drive with-
out a driving license in her or his own country? 

2) Why would anyone not put on a seatbelt while driving? 
3) Why would anyone speak on their cell phones when

they can use an earphone or Bluetooth and save their
own and other people’s lives?

4) Why would anyone put their children in their laps
while driving instead of putting them in a safety car
seat or let them pop their heads out of the sun roof
while driving fast or teach them how to stir the
wheels when they can’t even tie their shoes?

5) Why would anyone park in a disabled parking spot? Or
park under a big red sign that says ‘NO PARKING?’ 

6) Why would anyone park their car on the black and yel-
low-marked pavement?

There is only one answer for the above questions: dis-
respect of the law. How can any one respect the law if
‘wasta’ rules? Arabs have grown up on the idea that with
‘wasta’ they can do and get away with almost anything.

Even teenagers have learned this ‘golden rule’ from their
parents. 

The law should be implemented on everyone, equally,
and should not differentiate between expats and locals.
Laws must not be only a propaganda and advertisement
that will be forgotten after a few months. A law must be
taken seriously by all within the society. For all expats
that are being deported for breaking the law, I do under-
stand how it is to be deported after settling and making a
living with your family from a country such as Kuwait. But
please try as much as you can to respect the laws and not
break it. And for locals, try to be a good example for your
children and for others and respect the law. 

I think that expats fear the law but do not respect it,
while locals disrespect the law and do not fear it. As
Martin Luther King, Jr said, ‘Law and order exist for the
purpose of establishing justice and when they fail in this
purpose, they become the dangerously structured dams
that block the flow of social progress.’

Kuwait’s traffic and the problem of disrespect


