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PORT-AU-PRINCE: Climate change,
cholera and the return of thousands of
emigrants from the neighboring
Dominican Republican are fueling a
humanitarian crisis in Haiti ,  the UN
warned Tuesday. The impoverished
Caribbean nation is facing a deluge of
problems, pushing an already vulnerable
population closer to the edge, said Enzo
di Taranto, who heads Haiti’s UN Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA). Among these pressures is
a new cholera outbreak. Cases are up 300
percent in the first months of 2015 com-
pared to the same period last year, di
Taranto said in an interview with AFP.

Haiti-the poorest country in the
Americas-is already suffering from chron-
ic instability and struggling to recover
from a devastating 2010 earthquake that
killed more than 250,000 people and
crippled the nation’s infrastructure. A
cholera outbreak after the quake was
blamed on UN peacekeepers’ poor
hygiene. According to UN data, nearly
20,000 people have been affected and
170 killed by the disease since the begin-
ning of the year. More than 8,800
Haitians have died of cholera since it
appeared in October 2010 and, even
today, cases recorded in Haiti surpass the
total number of people with the disease
elsewhere in the world.

Out of an estimated population of 10
million, around three million Haitians still
are drinking dirty water, OCHA said.
Beyond the increase in cholera, the
humanitarian situation in the country is
worsening because of a “convergence of
several factors,” di Taranto said.  “The
devaluation of the gourde (Haitian cur-
rency), which means an increase in the
price of baseline products like medicine,
food and water; the drought which has
hit many regions in the country; and also
the repatriation of Haitians from the
Dominican Republic,” are all contributing,
he said. 

Families with nothing 
In June, the neighboring Dominican

Republic introduced a tough new immi-
gration policy,  prompting 60,000
Haitians to leave the country.  Many end-
ed up back in Haiti, straining an already
vulnerable system. The uncontrolled
flow is exerting a “demographic pressure
on the already very weak health system
in Haiti and on the supply of food and
water,” di Taranto said.  He said the prob-
lems are especially bad in the southeast-
ern community of Anse-a-Pitres. Many
families who returned from the
Dominican Republic are living hand-to-
mouth in shanties. The effects of climate
change are also encroaching. The sum-
mer drought previously confined to
country’s north has crept into the south.

“In the Cayes region and the Macaya
natural park, water sources are dry,” di
Taranto said. “I t ’s a problem that ’s
spreading.”Haiti, which has lost 98 per-
cent of its forest cover, has seen worsen-
ing agricultural conditions and topsoil
erosion. Because of this, the warm air
current from “El Nino” is affecting Haiti
more than other countries in the region. 

“ We need to launch public rural
development programs which let us
confront these climatological dynamics
that we can’t control,” di Taranto said.To
address the immediate humanitarian
emergency, OCHA estimates it will need
around $25 million in the next four to six
months. But five years after the devastat-
ing earthquake that killed more than
250,000 people, international aid for
Haiti is diminishing. It’s a situation that
directly threatens help for more than
60,000 victims of the quake who are still
living in camps. To access a broader pool
of potential donors, the United Nations
is planning an online crowdfunding
campaign and also using celebrities to
draw attention to the cause. The last
such visit was from the singer Beyonce in
May. —AFP

Cholera, climate change fuel 
Haiti’s humanitarian crisis
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SEOUL: Kim Sung-jin, 14, broadcasts himself eating delivery Chinese food in his room at home in Bucheon. —AP photos

SEOUL: Every evening, 14-year-old Kim Sung-jin
orders fried chicken, delivery pizza or Chinese
food to eat in a small room in his family’s home
south of Seoul. He gorges on food as he chats
before a live camera with hundreds, sometimes
thousands, of teenagers watching. That’s the
show, and it makes Kim money: 2 million won
($1,700) in his most successful episode. Better
known to his viewers by the nickname Patoo, he
is one of the youngest broadcasters on Afreeca
TV, an app for live-broadcasting video online
launched in 2006. Kim, who has a delicate
physique and chopstick-like slight limbs, has
been broadcasting himself eating almost every
evening since he was 11. Sometimes he invites
friends to eat with him. To add fun, he once
wore a blonde wig and dressed as a woman.

While the Internet has been making stars for
years - from bloggers to gamers who play for
millions of YouTube viewers - outsiders may find
it puzzling, if not outright bizarre, for young
people to spend hours watching someone eat-
ing. But in South Korea, Afreeca TV has become
a big player in the Internet subculture and a cru-
cial part of social life for teens. Shows like Kim’s
are known as “Meok Bang,” a mash-up Korean
word of broadcast and eating. They are the
most popular and often most profitable among
some 5,000 live shows that are aired live at any
given moment on Afreeca TV.

Unexpected joy
Kim started the show essentially to find

someone to eat with. His parents worked in
another city so he was living with his grand-
parents, and they ate dinner so early he got
hungry at night. He says the show made his
dining more regular, although most of his
meals on Afreeca TV begin after 10 pm. The
show also brought him unexpected joy: He
said that even though he’s just an ordinary
teenager,  “people say hello to me on the
street.” “I do what I want. That’s the perk of a
personal broadcast.”

Many connect the popularity of Meok Bang
to the increasing number of South Koreans

who live alone, and to the strong social aspects
of food in this society. “Even if it is online, when
someone talks while eating, the same words
feel much more intimate,” said Ahn Joon-soo,
an executive at Afreeca TV. He noted South
Koreans’ common habit of bidding farewell to
friends by saying, “Let’s eat together next time,”
even when they don’t literally mean it. There
are plenty of other quirky offerings on Afreeca
TV. Late at night there is “Sool Bang” - broadcast
drinking - in which melancholic South Koreans
drink liquor alone discussing their tough lives. 

Then there is “Study Bang,” or broadcast
studying:  A screen shows the hand of an
unidentified person writing notes on a thick
book under the light of a desk lamp. About 60
percent of the 8 million unique monthly visi-
tors to Afreeca TV are teens or in their 20s. That
means nearly 40 percent of the 12.5 million
South Koreans aged 10 to 30 watch a show on
Afreeca TV at least once a month. “Young gen-
erations believe that TV is naturally something
like Afreeca TV where they can interact with
broadcasters,” said Ahn, the company execu-
tive. He believes TV in the long run will be
completely replaced by such apps.

Cho Young-min, a 12-year-old who has
watched an online game show on Afreeca TV
since he was a third-grader, aspires to have his
own show on Afreeca TV, not on the TV in the
living room. Ahn Won-jun, a 17-year-old high
school student, said he prefers to eat dinner in
his room to watch Kim’s Meok Bang, rather
than dining with his parents. Kim is not a par-
ticularly polite virtual dinner guest. He burps
loudly before his audiences and sometimes
walks off abruptly, announcing with some
specificity that he needs to use the bathroom.
He usually leaves his fans with a mission, dur-
ing his absence, promising a prize to the per-
son who last clicks the “like” button when he is
back.

Hardcore Afreeca TV viewers are drawn to
hosts like Kim because they can interact with
them, unlike more distant TV stars. Fans say
they feel their blood rush and heart flutter

when a host reacts to their comments, singling
them out in the stream of hundreds of live chat
messages. “I was so moved,” said Lee Yeon-joo, a
15-year-old recalling the moment when a 26-
year-old man read her message in the middle
of his live show. “You cannot really approach
celebrities.” Afreeca TV users can get broadcast-
ers’ attention by giving them “star balloons,”
which cost them about 10 cents apiece. The
show hosts keep most of that money, though
Afreeca TV takes a cut of up to 40 percent.

‘My Little Television’
Most broadcasters, including Kim, are reluc-

tant to reveal how much money they make.
Afreeca TV said out of some 300,000 broadcast-
ers who air their show at least once a month,
top 500 make more than what one would nor-
mally make by working full time, but the com-
pany declined to be more specific. In 2013, a
South Korea television network TV Chosun cited
a lawmaker’s office that the top Afreeca TV host
earned 298 million won ($250,000) a year. Live-
streaming videos are going mainstream, both in
South Korea and overseas. In Asia, services such
as YYTV in China have been in use by tens of
millions of users for years, and also have devel-
oped ways to let broadcasters generate income.
Meerkat and Periscope from Twitter, two live-
streaming apps in the US, were launched in
March.

Facebook is launching its own live-streaming
service called Live, although it will be only avail-
able for famous people. South Korean search
giant Naver rushed to launch a real-time video
service where K-pop stars can live-stream their
behind-the -scenes l ives.  One of the most
talked-about TV shows on a South Korean TV
network this year was “My Little Television,”
which adopted similar features to Afreeca TV,
such as the format of one person broadcasting a
show live while responding to comments from
viewers. Afreeca TV’s model may not translate
across borders, however. The company’s efforts
to make inroads in Japan, Taiwan and the US
have met with little response. —AP

A meal and a webcam form 
unlikely recipe for S Korean fame

NEW DELHI: Bulging sacks of letters gather-
ing dust at India’s health ministry are the
latest obstacle to a push for tougher laws to
curb smoking, as more than 100,000 unread
messages from members of the public over-
whelm officials and stall legislation. With
tobacco linked to up to 900,000 deaths a
year in India, the government wants to raise
the minimum smoking age to 21 from 18,
and ban the sale of single cigarettes, which
make up 70 percent of overall sales.

Before taking its proposals to parliament,
the government in January asked for public
suggestions. The result was unprecedented:
45,000 e-mails and more than 100,000 let-
ters delivered by mail, in white and brown
sacks stacked up in the health ministry,
beside the desks of officials working on
computers. Analyzing and collating public
responses is crucial for the legislative
process to move forward. The sheer volume
has left officials stumped, with some fearing
that it could take as much as five months to
sift through the letters. Some health offi-
cials suspect the letter-writing campaign
was orchestrated by the tobacco industry to
hold up the process.

“It appears to be an organized cam-
paign as a lot of letters were photocopied
and sent in same-colored envelopes from
one town or village,” said a health ministry

official, who sought anonymity as he is
not authorized to speak to the media.
While there is no evidence to back up
such suspicions, there are signs of an
organized letter-writing campaign. At
least one pack of letters seen by Reuters
consisted of dozens of the same printed
objections signed by different people.
Several  protest  e -mails  came from
employees of India’s largest cigarette
maker, ITC Ltd.

A company spokesman said ITC did not
ask employees to send letters. Sameer
Shaikh, a sales executive with ITC, said he
and his wife wrote in, fearing job cuts.
“People will lose jobs because of these
laws,” said Shaikh’s wife, Shiren. The gov-
ernment says it is keen to cut tobacco con-
sumption, but health activists say a strong
tobacco lobby is pressuring it to go slow.

Industry body the Tobacco Institute of
India declined to comment. “New tobacco
laws are the need of the hour and need
effective enforcement,” said Monika Arora
of the Framework Convention Alliance for
Tobacco Control. The government has
vowed to read all the public suggestions.
“Given the number, it is likely to take
some time,” said CK Mishra, an additional
secretary at the health ministry, but he
did not estimate how long. —Reuters

Sacks of unread letters 
hold up India’s fight 

against tobacco


