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MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Adnan Januzaj (right) is tackled by Brugge’s Oscar Duarte and Brugge’s Dion Cools (left) during the Champions League play-off round, first leg soccer match. — AP

MANCHESTER: Manchester United manager Louis van
Gaal wanted to “kiss” Memphis Depay after he scored two
goals and made another in his side’s 3-1 Champions
League play-off win over Club Brugge. United went behind
to an eighth-minute Michael Carrick own goal in Tuesday’s
first leg at Old Trafford, but Depay scored two superb goals
before teeing up substitute Marouane Fellaini for an injury-
time header that put Van Gaal’s team firmly in control of
the tie.

A 2-1 win would have given the Belgian side real hope
of turning the tie around in Bruges next Wednesday and
after seeing Depay set Fellaini up for the crucial third goal,
Van Gaal declared: “I want to kiss him tonight.”

The line, however, was part of an answer in which Van
Gaal explained his reluctance to single out individual play-
ers for praise and the United manager said that Depay’s
true value to the squad could be seen in the example he
set for his younger team-mates.

The goals were Depay’s first since his £25 million ($39.1
million, 35.2 million euros) switch from PSV Eindhoven, but
Van Gaal was heartened that when interviewed after the
game, the 21-year-old winger had rued spurning a chance
to complete his hat-trick by lifting a shot over the bar.

“He’s never satisfied. I like that,” said Van Gaal, a
Champions League-winner with Ajax in 1995, who is bid-
ding to lead United into the group phase after their first
season out of the competition in 19 years. “You have to
know what you are doing and also what you can do and
then your desire to improve is higher.  And that ’s
Memphis.”

Van Gaal gave Depay his stripes at international level
during his tenure as coach of the Dutch national team and
he said that the forward was now a very different player.

“The Memphis of Holland was green,” Van Gaal said. “He
was like (Andreas) Pereira and Adnan (Januzaj). Pereira’s 18
years old (actually 19), but can also play in Manchester

United. But you have to look for consistency in that age.
“It’s not only Adnan who has to look for that, but also

Pereira and (Paddy) McNair and (Jesse) Lingard and all the
players we have in this selection, and that you cannot
know as a manager. You have to show it. “And then they
shall be compared with the other players in my selection.
It’s not so simple to be in the line-up.”

Carrick shinned a free-kick from Victor Vazquez into his
own net, but five minutes later he provided the pass that
led to Depay’s first, the Dutchman flicking the ball over an
opponent’s head and drilling home. Depay put United
ahead two minutes before the interval, sweeping a glori-
ous shot inside the right-hand post from the left-hand cor-
ner of the penalty box, before teeing up Fellaini’s close-
range header in stoppage time.

Carrick made way for Bastian Schweinsteiger at half-
time and Van Gaal explained that the move was partly tac-
tical and partly driven by his desire to help the Germany

international build up playing time following his transfer
from Bayern Munich.

Beaten coach Michel Preud’homme conceded that
Fellaini’s late goal was “very bad for the confidence” and
struck a fatalistic tone when asked about Club Brugge’s
chances in the return leg.

“The message is we learnt a lot last season with all our
European games,” said the former Belgium goalkeeper,
who took Club Brugge to the Europa League quarter-finals
in 2014-15.

“Today we went a step higher. Let us learn. Maybe next
season it’ll happen much more that we face such teams.
“We’re always learning-we have a lot of young players-and
we’ll try to be better in the second leg.” Club Brugge cen-
tre-back Brandon Mechele will miss the return leg after
being shown a second yellow card for a late foul on Javier
Hernandez, while captain Timmy Simons is a doubt after
limping off injured. — AFP

United beat Bruges in playoffs

CINCINNATI: Roger Federer returned
from a month-long layoff with a 6-4 6-4
second round victory over Roberto
Bautista Agut on Tuesday at the Western
and Southern Open in Cincinnati.

Federer had not competed since los-
ing in the Wimbledon final to Novak
Djokovic and he quickly shook off the
rust, needing just an hour and nine min-
utes to beat Agut.

“It’s the first round of the hard court
season for the next six plus months or
so,” Federer told the ATP Tour website
after his first match at the tournament
having received a bye into the second
round. “I have things in mind to work on
for the hard-court season.  Number one,
you have to be fit and tough, because
you can stop on a dime and move the
other direction, which on other surfaces
is not so easy to do.”  Earlier, controver-
sial Australian Nick Kyrgios, who hit the
headlines last week when he taunted
opponent Stan Wawrinka in Montreal,
was crushed 6-2 6-1 by Richard Gasquet
in their  f irst  round match.  Kyrgios
appeared distracted for much of a one-
sided contest and summoned the train-
er for treatment on his back before he
was swept aside in just under an hour.

Gasquet, the 12th seed, converted
four of his six break points before seal-
ing victory with his fourth ace of the
match and will next face 19-year-old
Australian Thanasi Kokkinakis, who was
an integral part of Kyrgios’ taunts last
week.

Kyrgios, 20, drew the ire of the tennis
world in Montreal after he insulted
Wawrinka during a match at the Rogers
Cup, saying that Kokkinakis had slept
with the Swiss player’s girlfriend.

Though Kyrgios later apologised via
Twitter for his comments,  he was
slapped with two separate fines by the
ATP who also raised the possibility he
could be suspended. Federer had also
been critical of Kyrgios’ behavior. “He
definitely crossed the line by a long
shot,” Federer told the Cincinnati
Enquirer. “We’re not used to that kind of
talk in tennis. It’s normal that the tour
comes down hard on him and explains
to him that it’s not the way forward.” 

In other matches on Tuesday, Sam
Querrey beat fellow American John
Isner 6-3 7-6(3) in a first round match-up
of big servers and Croatian Borna Coric
scraped past Alexander Zverev of
Germany 7-5 3-6 7-6(5). — Reuters

Federer eases through 
as Kyrgios crashes out

CINCINNATI: Maria Sharapova and Venus
Williams were big-name withdrawals from the
Western and Southern Open in Cincinnati on
Tuesday as they attempt to fully recover from
injury and illness ahead of the US Open.

Russian second seed Sharapova, who has
yet to play since a semi-final defeat at
Wimbledon last month, cited a leg injury for
her exit. “It’s a tough decision to make but I
think it’s the right decision to be ready for the
U.S. Open,” Sharapova told reporters.

“It’s not ideal preparation for New York,
but that’s the circumstance and I obviously
want to give myself the best chance to be
healthy there. That’s the wisest move right
now.”

Williams was forced to pull out due to a
viral illness, something that had bothered her
in Monday’s victory over Zarina Diyas, deny-
ing fans an attractive second round encounter
between the American and former number
one Ana Ivanovic.

“(It would) have been a tough match for
both of us,” Serbia’s Ivanovic tweeted. “I hope
she can get well fast.” The US Open begins on
Aug. 31.

On the court, Swiss prospect Belinda
Bencic continued her brilliant run of form
with a 7-5 6-3 first-round victory over

Germany’s Angelique Kerber.
Bencic, who shocked world number one

Serena Williams in the semi-finals of last
week’s Rogers Cup before going on to clinch
the title, fended off attempted comebacks by
the 11th-seeded Kerber in both sets before
sealing victory in 90 minutes.

Though Kerber clawed back from 5-1
down in the opening set and 3-1 in the sec-
ond, she ultimately paid the price for a whop-
ping 48 unforced errors and seven double
faults.

“The first set was a very difficult situation,”
said the 18-year-old Bencic, who converted
six of her seven break point opportunities
during the match.

“I had 5-1 and I was playing great but
then she played better and better and started
going for her shots more until it was five-all
again. “But then I was able to focus again and
won my service game, and then I closed it
out.” Bencic, who is ranked 12th in the world,
said she had gained a massive jolt of confi-
dence last week after a dream run to her sec-
ond WTA title that also featured wins over
Eugenie Bouchard, Caroline Wozniacki,
Ivanovic and Simona Halep in the final.

Bencic will  next face Italy ’s Flavia
Pennetta, who beat Dominika Cibulkova of

Slovakia 7-5 6-2 in the opening round. In oth-
er matches, 10th-seeded Spaniard Carla
Suarez Navarro was ousted 6-1 6-2 by
American Sloane Stephens, while former
world number one Victoria Azarenka of
Belarus trounced American Lauren Davis by
the same scoreline. — Reuters

Withdrawals hit Cincinnati 
event as Bencic rolls on

CINCINNATI: Belinda Bencic of Switzerland,
reacts after scoring a point against
Angelique Kerber, of Germany at the Western
& Southern Open tennis tournament. — AP


