
BERLIN: Bayern Munich said they have no interest in selling Thomas Mueller,
despite a reported offer from Manchester United to sign the versatile attacking
midfielder. “It is not Thomas who has caused this furore but his performances,”
Bayern sports director Matthias Sammer was quoted as telling Sport Bild maga-
zine yesterday.

“For everything that has followed there is nothing we can do. (Bayern CEO
Karl-Heinz) Rummenigge was right when he said that he is a player who does
not have a price tag.”

Sport Bild said United had submitted an improved offer for the
player last week, whose contract at Bayern runs to 2019. United
have already signed Bayern’s talismanic midfielder Bastian
Schweinsteiger and the German champions are desperate to
hold on to Mueller, designated to succeed Schweinsteiger as the
team’s leader.

A youth product of Bayern, the 25-year-old Mueller, who
won the World Cup with Germany last year, clinched the
Champions League with Bayern a year earlier and is
chasing a record fourth straight Bundesliga title this
season. He was promoted as a regular starter to the first
team under current United coach Louis van Gaal when
he was at Bayern between 2009-2011. — Reuters
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BERLIN: Adidas has agreed a partnership with the Chinese education
ministry to promote soccer in schools as part of a campaign to support
the sport at the grassroots as it goes head to head with Nike in the bas-
ketball-obsessed nation.

The German sportswear maker said it had signed a three-year deal to
develop a soccer programme for 20,000 primary and middle schools, train
50,000 teachers and also support a national summer camp for more than
400 students. While Adidas’s sports-inspired fashion is popular in China, it
is at a disadvantage to its larger rival in the country as soccer-the sport in
which it has its roots-is far less popular there than basketball, which Nike
dominates. “The development of grassroots football is a key vehicle for
Adidas in empowering rising athletes, nurturing a next generation of
football players and inspiring a new generation of football fans in China,”
said Adidas China head Colin Currie.

The popularity of soccer as a spectator sport in China is on the rise,
particularly the European leagues seen on television. However, China has
only qualified for the World Cup finals once-back in 2002 — and is keen to
raise the standard of play among youngsters.

Adidas launched a youth soccer tournament in four cities in China in
January and it has supported a school grassroots programme since 2009,
while also backing 40 amateur football leagues and training 500 Chinese
professional coaches a year. —Reuters

Adidas strikes school deal
LONDON: Pakistani cricketers Mohammad Asif and Salman Butt will be
free to return to competitive action on Sept. 2 after serving bans for
involvement in match-fixing, the International Cricket Council (ICC) said
yesterday.

The pair, suspended in 2011 for their part in attempting to fix the
2010 Lord’s test against England, have fulfilled the conditions laid down

by the ICC’s independent Anti-Corruption Tribunal.
Fast bowler Mohammad Amir will also be eligible to

return to international cricket at the same time. He
started playing domestic cricket again in Pakistan ear-
lier this year.

The three players were found guilty in 2011 of vari-
ous offences of corrupt behaviour and their punish-

ments were backdated to start in September 2010.
Amir, 23, was banned for five years, 32-year-old Asif for

seven with the final two years suspended on speci-
fied conditions and 30-year-old Butt, who

was Pakistan captain, for 10 years with
the last five suspended. They all served
jail sentences in Britain. — Reuters

Asif, Butt cleared to return No price tag on Mueller

BALTIMORE:  Jacob deGrom took a four-hitter
into the eighth inning, Curtis Granderson hit
two solo homers and the New York Mets beat
the Baltimore Orioles 5-3 Tuesday night to snap
a three-game losing streak. Granderson con-
nected off Kevin Gausman (2-5) on the game’s
second pitch and homered again in the fifth,
then deGrom made the lead stand for the first
place Mets.

Baltimore had won four straight. New York
has won nine in a row against the Orioles dating
back to June 2010. The 6-foot-4 deGrom (12-6)
gave up one run, five hits and a walk in 7 2/3
innings. The right-hander struck out six and low-
ered his ERA to 1.98, second-best in the National
League behind the Dodgers’ Zack Greinke.

YANKEES 8, TWINS 4
Alex Rodriguez hit a slump-busting grand

slam in the seventh inning, and the Yankees ral-
lied from a three-run deficit against a depleted
bullpen to beat the Twins.

A-Rod extended his major league record for
grand slams, hitting the 25th of his career into
the Yankees bullpen off J.R. Graham (0-1) to put
New York up 5-4. Rodriguez connected on a 95
mph fastball, snapping an 0-for-18 slump and
earning a curtain call from the crowd of 38,007.
Rookie Miguel Sano homered for the second
consecutive game, a two-run shot off CC
Sabathia, and Shane Robinson had an RBI single
against Nick Rumbelow (1-0) in the seventh to
give Minnesota a 4-1 lead.

BLUE JAYS 8, PHILLIES 5
Josh Donaldson hit two homers, and Edwin

Encarnacion also went deep as the Blue Jays
beat the Phillies. The AL wild card-leading Blue
Jays have won 13 of 15. They entered one game
behind the AL East-leading New York Yankees.

The Phillies, who have the worst record in the
majors, have lost four straight and five of six
after winning 16 of 21 following the All-Star
break. Donaldson hit a drive off Aaron Nola into
the second deck in left field in the first. His
three-run shot in the sixth off Jeanmar Gomez
(1-3) gave the Blue Jays a 7-5 lead. Liam
Hendricks (4-0) pitched out of a jam in the fifth.

RED SOX 9, INDIANS 1
Travis Shaw went 4 for 4, Mookie Betts drove

in three runs with a bases-loaded double and
the Red Sox beat the Indians, announcing a
major front-office shake-up late in the game.

Dave Dombrowski was hired to take over
baseball operations for general manager Ben
Cherington. Boston is in danger of finishing last
in the AL East for the third time in four seasons.

Brock Holt had three hits and two RBIs for the
Red Sox, who have won five of six and continued
a recent offensive surge with 16 hits.

Boston’s Eduardo Rodriguez (7-5) pitched
eight solid innings. Trevor Bauer (9-10) was
pulled early for the second straight start.

ROYALS 3, REDS 1
Ben Zobrist tied the game with a homer in

the ninth inning, Jarrod Dyson scored the tie-
breaking run from first base on pitcher Ryan
Mattheus’ throwing error and the Royals went
on to a 13-inning victory over the Reds. Dyson
led off the 13th with a single and scored when
Mattheus (1-4) threw a sacrifice bunt by Kris
Medlen (1-0) down the right field line.

Greg Holland finished for his 27th save.
Zobrist stunned the crowd of 28,719 by leading
off the ninth against Aroldis Chapman with his
10th homer of the season. Chapman had con-
verted 56 consecutive save opportunities at
home since blowing one against Houston on
Sept.  7, 2012.

MARINERS 3, RANGERS 2
Hisashi Iwakuma followed his no-hitter by

limiting Texas to two runs and five hits over sev-
en innings as the Mariners beat the Rangers.

All of Seattle’s scoring came in the first inning
on three extra-base hits, including Seth Smith’s
10th home run of the season.

Iwakuma (5-2) gave up a hit to Texas’ second
batter, a single by Shin-Soo Choo. He retired 12
straight at one point and struck out six while
walking one. The right-hander no-hit Baltimore
3-0 in Seattle last Wednesday. The Rangers’ win-
ning streak ended at five games. Rangers rookie
right-hander Chi Chi Gonzalez (2-5) set a career
high with seven strikeouts.

MARLINS 9, BREWERS 6
Ichiro Suzuki had his first four-hit game in

over two years, and Cole Gillespie drove in a sea-
son-high three runs to lead the Marlins past the
Brewers. Suzuki was 4 for 5 with two runs scored
for his first four-hit game since July 28, 2013.
Adeiny Hechavarria extended his career-high
hitting streak to 12 games and relief pitcher
Kendry Flores (1-1) faced one batter in the
fourth in his first major league victory. With the
bases loaded, A.J. Ramos got the final out in the
ninth for his 20th save. Milwaukee rookie starter
Tyler Cravy (0-5) lasted only 2 2-3 innings after
giving up seven runs - four earned - to go with
seven hits and three walks.

ASTROS 3, RAYS 2
Marwin Gonzalez had three hits and his

10th-inning leadoff homer lifted the Astros to a
victory over the Rays. The game was tied at 2-all
when Gonzalez connected off All-Star closer
Brad Boxberger (4-9), sending a full-count fast-
ball into the seats in right field to give Houston
the win.

Luke Gregerson (6-2) pitched two scoreless
innings for the win. The Rays led 2-1 in the
eighth before an RBI double by Carlos Correa
tied it up. Curt Casali homered for the Rays, who
lost for the fourth time in five games.

GIANTS 2, CARDINALS 0
Ryan Vogelsong pitched six innings of two-

hit ball and ace Madison Bumgarner keyed a
seventh-inning rally with his first career pinch
hit, helping the San Francisco Giants beat the St.
Louis Cardinals 2-0 on Tuesday night. Brandon
Crawford doubled leading off the fifth for the
Giants’ first hit when left fielder Brandon Moss
couldn’t quite hold onto his drive down the line
near both walls.

The Giants have won six of eight and handed
the Cardinals, who got a strong bounce-back
outing from Lance Lynn (9-8), just their 19th
home loss compared with 45 wins. Vogelsong
(9-8) struck out five and walked one while
throwing 101 pitches.

PIRATES 9, DIAMONDBACKS 8
Pedro Florimon tripled home Francisco

Cervelli with two outs in the bottom of the 15th
for the Pirates. Cervelli singled off Keith Hessler
(0-1) for his fourth hit of the game and Florimon
hit a high flyball to right field that clanged off
the wall.

Joe Blanton (5-2) pitched three innings of
scoreless relief for the Pirates. Starling Marte and
Jung Ho Kang homered for Pittsburgh, which
won despite blowing a late five-run lead.

Paul Goldschmidt drove in two runs and tied
the game off Pittsburgh closer Mark Melancon
in the ninth. Aaron Hill  had three hits for
Arizona, which left 11 runners on base.
Melancon’s club-record consecutive save streak
ended at 35.

TIGERS 10, CUBS 8
Ian Kinsler had five hits, including a home

run, and Detroit used a three-run eighth inning
to rally for the victory. Nick Castellanos had a
two-run single and J.D. Martinez added a sacri-
fice fly in the tie-breaking eighth. Martinez and
Anthony Gose also homered for the Tigers in a
game that was delayed for 2 hours and 17 min-
utes after a strong thunderstorm hit with one
out in the bottom of the third.

Anthony Rizzo singled in Dexter Fowler to tie
it 6-all in the seventh as the Cubs rallied from
four runs down. But they lost their second
straight following a nine-game winning streak.
Chicago’s eight-game home winning streak also
ended.

Rookie Kyle Schwarber launched a three-run
blast - his ninth homer in 35 games - and Chris
Coghlan hit a two-run shot for the Cubs.

Al Alburquerque (3-0), the fourth of six

Detroit relievers, got one out and the win. Pedro
Strop (1-6), the fifth of six Chicago relievers,
gave up the three runs in the eighth and took
the loss.

NATIONALS 15, ROCKIES 6
Yunel Escobar homered and drove in four

runs to help Washington end a six-game losing
streak. Michael A. Taylor hit a go-ahead RBI sin-
gle in the seventh and the Nationals capitalized

on a lack of control by Rockies pitchers in a four-
run eighth to turn a close game into a rout.

Bryce Harper walked a career-high four times,
scoring each time to help Jordan Zimmermann
(9-8) come away with the victory despite allow-
ing six runs in six innings.

Jose Reyes had four hits, including his first
home run as a member of the Rockies. Kyle
Parker and Carlos Gonzalez also homered for the
Rockies. Gonzalez was lifted in the sixth inning

because of inflammation in his right knee and
was listed as day to day. Parker homered off
Zimmermann to lead off the sixth but
Washington  went back in front in its next at-bat
on Taylor’s RBI single off reliever Justin Miller (1-
2) who had put a runner in scoring position by
issuing two walks. In all, Rockies pitchers walked
10 Nationals, including two more in the ninth,
when they added four more runs.

ANGELS 5, WHITE SOX 3
Los Angeles’ Kole Calhoun and Albert Pujols

homered in the first inning against John Danks.
Garrett Richards (12-9) was charged with three
runs - two earned - and eight hits in seven-plus
innings with four strikeouts and no walks.
Richards threw 25 of his 95 pitches in the sixth
inning, when the White Sox closed to 4-2 with a
two-out RBI double by Jose Abreu. But the
Angels got a run-scoring infield hit in the sev-
enth from Shane Victorino. Richards left in the
eighth after giving up two singles. Adam Eaton
drove in a run with a fielder’s choice grounder
against Joe Smith, but Huston Street pitched a
perfect ninth for his 29th save in 33 chances.
Danks (6-10) was charged with five runs - four
earned - and five hits in seven innings.

ATHLETICS 5, DODGERS 4
Billy Butler hit an RBI double in the 10th

inning and Oakland outlasted Clayton Kershaw
and the Dodgers. Mark Canha opened the 10th
with a double off Yimi Garcia, his fourth hit of
the game. Butler then lined the next pitch to
right, and the throw from Scott Van Slyke sailed
well wide of home plate, allowing Canha to
score easily and end the A’s season-high seven-
game losing streak. Kershaw gave up one run
over seven innings. He walked two, struck out
seven and left with a 4-1 lead. Canha had a two-
run double when Oakland scored three runs in
the eighth off reliever Pedro Baez. Marcus
Semien added a tying RBI single. A.J. Ellis hit a
three-run home run for Los Angeles, which had
its three game winning streak snapped.

PADRES 9, BRAVES 0
Melvin Upton Jr. hit two two-run home runs

against his former team and Yangervis Solarte
hit a three-run shot to back James Shields and
give the Padres the win.

Upton, acquired from the Braves in a seven-
player trade the day before the season opened,
homered in the sixth inning off David Aardsma
and in the eighth off Andrew McKirahan to help
Shields with a much-needed laugher.

Upton, who has five homers this season, was
a late addition to the starting lineup after Will
Venable was traded to Texas a few hours before
the game. Shields (9-5) won for just the second
time in 14 starts. It took him eight starts to get
his eighth win and then six starts to get his
ninth. He held Atlanta to five hits and struck out
seven in six innings.

The loss went to rookie Matt Wisler (5-3), who
had been the Padres’ top pitching prospect
before being sent to Atlanta in the big trade on
April 5. He allowed two runs and six hits in five
innings. The Braves have lost 17 of 25. — AP

MLB results/standings

NY Mets 5, Baltimore 3; NY Yankees 8, Minnesota 4; Toronto 8, Philadelphia 5; Pittsburgh 9,
Arizona 8 (15 innings); Boston 9, Cleveland 1; Kansas City 3, Cincinnati 1 (13 innings); Detroit
10, Chicago Cubs 8; Seattle 3, Texas 2; Houston 3, Tampa Bay 2 (10 innings); Miami 9,
Milwaukee 6; San Francisco 2, St. Louis 0; Washington 15, Colorado 6; Oakland 5, La Dodgers 4
(10 innings); LA Angels 5, Chicago White Sox 3; San Diego 9, Atlanta 0.

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 66 52 .559 -       
Toronto 66 54 .550 1       
Baltimore 61 57 .517 5       
Tampa Bay 59 60 .496 7.5   
Boston 53 66 .445 13.5  

Central Division
Kansas City 72 46 .610 -       
Minnesota 59 60 .496 13.5  
Detroit 57 61 .483 15      
Chicago White Sox 55 62 .470 16.5  
Cleveland 55 63 .466 17      

Western Division
Houston 65 55 .542 -       
LA Angels 62 57 .521 2.5   
Texas 60 58 .508 4       
Seattle 56 64 .467 9       
Oakland 52 69 .430 13.5  

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 64 55 .538 -       
Washington 59 59 .500 4.5   
Atlanta 53 66 .445 11      
Miami 49 70 .412 15      
Philadelphia 46 73 .387 18      

Central Division

St. Louis 76 43 .639 -       
Pittsburgh 70 47 .598 5       
Chicago Cubs 67 50 .573 8       
Cincinnati 51 66 .436 24      
Milwaukee 51 70 .421 26      

Western Division

LA Dodgers 67 52 .563 -       
San Francisco 65 54 .546 2       
Arizona 58 60 .492 8.5   
San Diego 58 62 .483 9.5   
Colorado 48 69 .410 18

Mets down Orioles, Yankees win

BALTIMORE: New York Mets’ Daniel Murphy doubles in front of Baltimore Orioles catcher Matt Wieters and home plate umpire Lance Barrett in the third inning of a baseball game. — AP

NEW YORK: Yankees’ Jacoby Ellsbury (22) slides to second base for a double as
Minnesota†Twins second baseman Brian Dozier attempts to tag him out during the third
inning of a baseball game. — AP


