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STOCKHOLM: She calls him by his first
name, sends him letters every week, promis-
es to wait for him. It could be any love story
but Victoria’s heart belongs to a mass mur-
derer: Anders Behring Breivik. Responsible
for Norway’s worst peacetime killing since
World War II, Breivik, like many other notori-
ous killers, has his share of admirers, a phe-

nomenon that can be accompanied by sexu-
al attraction and in which case even has a
term: Hybristophilia. “I really wouldn’t want
to live a life without him,” says “Victoria”, who
does not want her real name published.  

A young Swedish woman in her 20s, she
comes off as distant and standoffish, ignor-
ing her fresh cup of coffee in a Stockholm

hotel lobby, but her voice cracks when she
talks about her “dearest Anders”. From a small
town in Sweden, she is doing everything she
can to obtain an easing of Breivik’s prison
conditions: He has spent the past four years
in isolation at a high-security penitentiary. He
is currently serving a 21-year sentence, which
can be extended if he is still considered a
danger to society.

Breivik killed 77 people on July 22, 2011,
when he set off a bomb near the govern-
ment offices in Oslo and then opened fire on
a Labour youth summer camp on the island
of Utoya. For Victoria, Breivik’s isolation
amounts to “torture”. “I care even more about
him now that he is in such a vulnerable situa-
tion,” she says. Unemployed because of
health issues, she writes to him to help boost
his morale-so far more than 150 letters-or
sends him small gifts, including a dark blue
tie he occasionally wore during his trial. In
return she has received two letters from him-
which she showed to AFP the others having
been blocked by prison officials tasked with
censoring his mail.

Marriage proposals   
It’s not easy to define her relationship

with Breivik, a man she has never met since
all of her requests to visit him have been
denied. She describes him as both her “old
friend” and a protective “brother figure”, but
admits that she finds him attractive and
“there were romantic interests, at first, at

least from my part.” She says their first con-
tact dates back to 2007 when they met
through an online game. He cut off ties with
her two years later, most likely to concentrate
on planning his attacks. But in early 2012,
Victoria reconnected with the man who by
then had become the most hated person in
Norway. And she is not alone.

The weekly Morgenbladet reported last
year that Breivik receives “at least”  800 letters
a year, many of them from female admirers.
During his 2012 trial, it emerged that a 16-
year-old girl had asked him to marry her.
Hybristophilia is a term used by criminolo-
gists-but not scientists-to describe a sexual
attraction to violent killers in prison, who
often receive racy love letters or sexy under-
garments from their fans. Also known as the
“Bonnie and Clyde syndrome”, it has existed
throughout time and across borders. Josef
Fritzl of Austria, who held his daughter cap-
tive and raped her repeatedly for 25 years,
and American killer Charles Manson also have
their own fan clubs.

Often abused women
According to Sheila Isenberg, an

American author who interviewed 30
women for her book “Women Who Love Men
Who Kill”, these admirers often have a history
of sexual abuse. “It’s a chance for a woman to
be in control (the man is behind bars for life
and has no control over anything), when pre-
viously she had been abused by her father

(or) other men,” she explained to AFP. “Also, it
is romance with a capital R: exciting, thrilling,
(a) never-ending roller coaster. Nothing hum-
drum or ordinary about these relationships.” 

There is, however, no scientific evidence to
support the widespread belief that these
women feel they are on a mission to help the
killer get on the right track in life, said
Amanda Vicary, an assistant professor of psy-
chology at Wesleyan University in the United
States. “Some women tend to be drawn to
famous men-it’s possible that the reason for
some women’s attraction to men who have
done horrible things is not so much what
they’ve done, but the fame they have
received from their acts,” she said.

Victoria, meanwhile, says she is not a
fame-seeker. Her involvement with Breivik
has already cost her relationship with her sis-
ter, who, upon learning of her ties to him, told
her: “You’re dead to me.” And she has dis-
tanced herself from her friends. She admits to
“more or less” sharing Breivik’s Islamophobic
ideology, but says she is opposed to violence.
So how can she love a man who coldly
gunned down dozens of terrified teenagers,
some of whom begged him to spare their
lives? “I guess I had to separate Anders from
Breivik really. I think of Anders as my old
friend and Breivik as the person who did all
those things.” The years go by, and yet, she
refuses to give up on him. “I miss him more
and more every day. I guess my feelings have
gotten a bit stronger.” —AFP

Crazy for Norway’s mass murderer

CRIMEA: Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, visits a presidential acade-
my for cadets in Sevastopol, Crimea, yesterday. President Vladimir Putin has
warned of foreign-funded acts of sabotage in Russia-annexed Crimea. —AP

KANO: The number of villagers mas-
sacred by Boko Haram jihadists in a
remote village in northeastern
Nigeria rose to 160 yesterday,
according to locals, amid official
denials over the attack. Residents of
Kukuwa-Gari in Yobe State
described how more than 150 of
their relatives and neighbors
drowned in a river fleeing militants
who opened fire on the village on
Thursday last week, while another
eight were shot dead.

A local official put the death toll
at a much lower 50 while the
Director of Defense Information,
Colonel Rabe Abubakar, was quoted
by the private Channels TV news sta-
tion as saying reports of the incident
were “untrue”. The station did not
clarify whether Abubakar was deny-
ing the death toll or that the inci-
dent took place at all and attempts
by AFP to contact the military were
unsuccessful. The villagers’ count of
the dead in Kukuwa-Gari would con-

stitute the largest loss of life in any
single Boko Haram attack since
President Muhammadu Buhari
swept to power on May 29, vowing
to crush the insurgency.

Telecommunications in Kukuwa-
Gari are almost non-existent, but vil-
lagers who fled to nearby settle-
ments said those who returned had
buried 160 bodies, while many
feared going back while there was
no official acknowledgement of the
attack. Alhaji Kankana Sarkin-Baka,
leader of a local group of hunters
co-opted to fight the insurgency
alongside vigilante groups, said 17
fighters had come on motorcycles,
including a local Boko Haram emir,
or commander. “They had superior
firepower because they were using
modern guns while we were using
hunting guns. We were outpowered
but they were outnumbered,” he
said. He said six of the fighters posi-
tioned themselves by the river,
blocking the only escape route, and

opened fire on fleeing residents,
forcing to them to jump into the
water.

‘No troops deployed’
“This led to the huge death toll

we recorded. So far we have buried
160 people. And out of this number
only eight bodies had gunshot
wounds, which means all the others
drowned,” he said. Sarkin-Baka said
the hunters killed 14 of the attack-
ers, including the Amir and his
deputy, while three escaped with
gunshot wounds. The villagers, who
have secured reinforcements of 100
hunters from the state capital
Damaturu, say the gunmen were
“born and bred” in the area and
joined Boko Haram several years
ago. “Up to this moment no troops
have deployed. Our major opera-
tional challenge is good weapons to
effectively counter possible any pos-
sible further attack by Boko Haram.
All we have are hunting guns,”

Sarkin-Baka said. Kukuwa-Gari resi-
dent Modu Balumi, who had fled to
neighboring Gombe State, told AFP
his sister-in-law and two of her chil-
dren were among several villagers
still missing. 

“Honestly, I am not happy with
the way the military tried to deny
that our village was attacked. Many
of us who are yet to return have
changed our minds about going
back by this stance of the military,”
he said. Boko Haram has waged a
violent campaign for a separate
Islamic homeland in the northeast
which has seen more than 15,000
deaths since 2009. “The fact that
reports of the Kukawa-Gari mas-
sacre are only being reported five
days after the fact... suggests that
there was unlikely any discernible
security presence in the region at
the time the militant incursion took
place,” Ryan Cummings, chief securi-
ty analyst at South African consul-
tancy Red 24 said. —AFP
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Over 150 residents drown while fleeing militant attack

MOSCOW: A Russian court yesterday sentenced
an Estonian policeman to 15 years in jail on espi-
onage charges in a move slammed by the
European Union, as tensions spike over the
Ukraine crisis. A court in the western Pskov region,
which borders Estonia, sentenced Eston Kohver on
charges of spying, weapon possession and illegally
crossing the border, his court-appointed lawyer,
Yevgeny Aksyonov said. Prosecutors claimed
Kohver was detained on Russian territory last
September as he carried out an undercover opera-
tion. 

Tallinn, however, accuses Moscow’s FSB securi-
ty service of kidnapping the law enforcement offi-
cer at gunpoint from Estonian territory as he was
investigating cross-border crime. “The abduction
of Eston Kohver from the territory of the Republic
of Estonia by the FSB on 5 September and his
unlawful detainment in Russia thereafter consti-
tute a blatant breach of international law,” Estonian
Foreign Minister Marina Kaljurand said in a state-
ment. “Today’s judgment does not change our
position. We call on Russia to immediately release
Eston Kohver.”

Tensions between Russia and the ex-Soviet
Baltic states have soared over Russia’s seizure of
Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula and alleged backing of
pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine. Many in
Estonia believe the timing of Kohver’s arrest was
deliberate, coming just two days after US President
Barack Obama visited Tallinn to trumpet Baltic
security following Russia’s role in the Ukraine crisis.
The Estonian foreign minister slammed Kohver’s
trial, saying there had been “no fair administration
of justice in the proceedings”.  “Our consul was not
allowed to be present at the hearings and Eston
Kohver was deprived of adequate legal aid,”
Kaljurand said. 

EU slams ‘abduction’   
EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini

also urged Russia to free Kohver, denouncing his
“abduction” as a violation of international law.
“The EU continues to call on the Russian
Federation to act according to its international
obligations, release Mr Kohver immediately and
guarantee his safe return to Estonia,” Mogherini
said in a statement. Baltic states Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania emerged from nearly five decades
of Soviet occupation in the early 1990s and joined
NATO and the European Union in 2004 in a bid to
shore up their security amid tense relations with
Moscow. 

Leaders in Eastern Europe have grown increas-
ingly jittery of Russia’s expansionism in Ukraine,
with some hawkish voices in the West suggesting
Moscow could try to intervene in the Baltics. The
spike in tensions has also seen a rise in spying
claims by Moscow and its neighbors, in a series of
Cold War-style tit-for-tat incidents. Russia’s federal
security service said in May that it was holding a
Lithuanian spy caught “red-handed” in Moscow
during an exchange of secret documents. 

The announcement came just days after
Lithuanian prosecutors said they had detained a
Russian citizen suspected of spying. The European
Union and United States have slapped tough eco-
nomic sanctions on Moscow over the crisis in
Ukraine, while Russia has responded by banning
Western agricultural produce. Independent
Russian political analyst Masha Lipman told AFP
that the lengthy sentence for Kohver was a sign of
how bad relations between Moscow and Europe
have become.  “The relationship with Europe has
already hit its lowest level in the post-Soviet peri-
od,” Lipman said. “This move exacerbates the con-
frontation between Russia and the EU.” —AFP
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GENEVA: A record 107,500 migrants crossed the
European Union’s borders last month, according to
new figures Tuesday, showing they are arriving in
dramatically increasing numbers and creating a
humanitarian crisis for the 28-nation bloc. EU bor-
der agency Frontex reported that its latest figures
far outstripped the previous monthly record in
June of 70,000. During the first seven months of
the year, there were nearly 340,000 migrants, up
from 123,500 during the same period last year,
Frontex said. “This is an emergency situation for
Europe that requires all EU member states to step
in to support the national authorities who are tak-
ing on a massive number of migrants at its bor-
ders,” Frontex director Fabrice Leggeri said in a
statement.

Germany alone expects as many as 750,000
refugees to seek asylum there this year, according
to media reports. The UN refugee agency said in
the last week alone, 20,843 migrants-virtually all of
them fleeing war and persecution in Syria,
Afghanistan and Iraq-arrived in Greece, which has
seen around 160,000 migrants land on its shores
since January, according to the UN refugee agency.
“The pace of arrivals has been steadily increasing in
recent weeks,” UNHCR spokesman William Spindler
told reporters in Geneva. But the wave of migrants

has impacted Europe from its southern islands to
the northern countries.

Asylum seekers in Germany
Germany, as Europe’s economic powerhouse,

has become the refugees’ top destination, with
one in three who arrived in the EU last year seeking
asylum there. According to a report in the
Handelsblatt newspaper, Berlin expects up to
three-quarters of a million to apply for asylum in
2015. UN refugee chief Antonio Guterres called
Tuesday for more solidarity among European
countries in taking in asylum seekers, insisting it
was “unsustainable” for Germany, along with
Sweden, to take in the majority of refugees.

France and Britain meanwhile were preparing
to sign a deal this week to try to alleviate the
migrant crisis in the northern French port of Calais,
where thousands of people desperate to get to
Britain through the Channel tunnel have gathered.
And there is no sign the flood of migrants into
Europe will subside. Some 250,000 migrants have
already crossed the Mediterranean this year to Italy
and Greece, and the International Organization for
Migration said Tuesday it expected that number to
pass 300,000 by the end of the year.

The ones who make it to shore are the lucky

ones, with 2,440 people having died trying so far
this year, according to the UNHCR. That number
includes the 49 migrants asphyxiated in the hold of
a ship carrying 362 people that sank at the week-
end. Italy said Tuesday eight suspected people
smugglers had been arrested. They are accused of
condemning the victims to their deaths by forcing
them to stay in the ship’s fume-filled hold. Another
five Syrian refugees reportedly died Tuesday and
24 were rescued when a boat overturned after
leaving Turkey’s Bodrum peninsula for the Greek
island of Kos.

Crisis on Greek isles
The surge in migrant numbers is most visible in

debt-strapped Greece, which has largely failed to
provide any support to the tens of thousands of
migrants wallowing in squalid conditions. “For
months, UNHCR has been warning of a mounting
refugee crisis on the Greek islands,” Spindler said,
insisting the “reception infrastructure, services and
registration procedures both on the islands and
on the mainland need to be strengthened urgent-
ly.” Until recently, most migrants making the per-
ilous journey across the Mediterranean to Europe
travelled to Italy, but dangers and logistical diffi-
culties have shifted the flood increasingly towards
Greece.

When the migrants arrive on the Greek islands
there is little if anything for them and most have
been forced to sleep outdoors. The island of Kos,
which last week witnessed chaotic scenes of over-
whelmed police armed with truncheons beating
back some of the thousands of people who had
gathered there, has come to symbolize Europe’s
faltering response to the refugee crisis. Greece has
taken some steps to address the problem, includ-
ing sending a large ferry to Kos to serve as a regis-
tration and housing facility for refugees. “The situ-
ation is still very complicated,” UNHCR emergency
coordinator Roberto Mignone said on the island.

He said the authorities’ ability to process the
refugees remained low, with some 1,750 people
currently on the ferry and another 2,500 still on the
island. An unprecedented spike in refugee arrivals
has pushed the resort island of Lesbos to “breaking
point”, with some 2,000 people landing there every
day, the International Rescue Committee warned
on Tuesday. The debt-ravaged country has said the
huge influx is too much for it to handle alone and
has pleaded for more EU help. The EU has
approved 2.4 billion euros ($2.6 billion) of funding
to help member states cope with the flood of
migrants, but UNHCR has urged more help from
the bloc for Greece, pointing out that “the vast
majority” of the migrants there will travel on
towards northern Europe. —AFP
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STOCKHOLM: Victoria (pseudonym), in her mid-20s, shows a letter sent to her
and signed by Anders Breivik on July 31, 2015 in Stockholm. Victoria claims
Anders Behring Breivik is her best friend. Since the far-right extremist killed 77
people in Norway on July 22, 2011, she’s spent up to 40 hours a week fighting
against what she sees as his unfair treatment in prison, and they’ve exchanged
private letters. —AFP

KOS: Migrants rest on an embankment of the port while waiting to be registered at
the southeastern island of Kos, Greece yesterday. More than 130,000 migrants have
reached Greece so far in 2015, straining the country’s resources. —AP 

ATHENS: Alexis Tsipras has presided over a
near-death experience for the Greek financial
system and performed a U-turn on resisting
austerity. And yet the prime minister bestrides
his nation’s politics, with no serious challenger
in sight. With his ministers openly discussing
the possibility of a snap election, Tsipras seems
nearly ready to exploit his enduring popularity
in Greece and further consolidate his position
after seven turbulent months in office. Tsipras’s
one tangible achievement has been to seal a
new bailout deal for Greece, but on terms so
onerous that part of his radical left Syriza party
is threatening to walk out.

Nevertheless, Greeks like a fighter and
Syriza voters still admire how he fought the
euro zone and IMF for a better deal, even
though he lost. Above all, they regard the
handsome and charismatic 41-year-old as an
untainted leader of a country with a sorry his-
tory of corruption that was close to bankrupt-
cy for years. “Tsipras is the most popular politi-
cian right now. He is young and fresh, and he’s
never been involved in scandals,” said Ilias
Tiganis, a 50-year-old kiosk owner in central
Athens.  “People don’t forget that the previous
governments and opposition parties brought
the country to this situation.”

Any hesitation in calling an election could

be risky for Tsipras, who won power in January
with much experience of protest politics and
none of running a country. Two momentous
decisions under his leadership - both taken as
disaster beckoned - are likely to start hurting
his leftist supporters in the next few months,
as if they haven’t suffered enough during five
years of economic crisis. At the end of June his
government closed the banks for three weeks,
imposing capital controls as Greece headed to
the brink of bankruptcy while he tried to
extract concessions from the creditors who
refused to offer them.

While this narrowly saved the financial sys-
tem from collapse, businesses are struggling
with the strict curbs on cash withdrawals and
payments abroad that remain.
Unemployment is still at 25 percent, and the
capital controls - which are likely to remain
until the banks are recapitalized later this year
- could cost yet more jobs. Then Tsipras caved
in to the creditors - ditching his election
promises to reverse austerity policies imposed
under Greece’s first two bailouts - to avoid a
banking collapse and euro exit. Instead he
accepted more spending and pension cuts,
tax increases and economic reforms which
will soon start hurting Greeks, all to secure 86
billion euros in bailout loans. —Reuters

Tsipras dominates politics 

despite crises and U-turn


