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Suicide bomber kills 16 in northeast Syria

DOUMA: Smoke arises from a Syrian government airstrike, in Douma, a suburb of Damascus, Syria yesterday. — AP 

BEIRUT: A suicide bomber killed at
least 16 people yesterday in an attack
on Kurdish security forces in north-
eastern Syria claimed by the Islamic
State jihadist group, a monitor said.
The Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said the blast in the city of
Qamishli killed 10 members of the
Kurdish forces, called the Asayish, and
six civilians. “A suicide bomber in a
vehicle targeted the Asayish’s local
headquarters in Qamishli,” said Rami
Abdel Rahman, head of the British-
based Observatory.

IS claimed the attack in an online
statement, saying a suicide bomber
had used a “water tanker rigged with
explosives to infiltrate an Asayish
command base”. Syrian Kurdish militia
have been some of the most success-
ful forces fighting IS in northern parts
of the country. The jihadist group has
targeted Qamishli and other Kurdish
bastions with suicide operations in
the past. Abdel Rahman described

yesterday’s explosion as “massive” and
said at least 14 civilians had been
wounded. The charred wreckage of
several vehicles was seen at the site of
the blast in the industrial district of
Qamishli, a majority-Kurdish city in
Syria’s northeastern province of
Hasakeh.

Syria’s state news agency SANA
said 15 people were killed but did not
specify whether they included civil-
ians. It said 50 people were wounded.
Arin Shekhmos, a local journalist in
Qamishli,  said the blast could be
heard throughout the city. “I wasn’t
close, but I could hear it from where I
was,” Shekhmos told AFP by tele-
phone shortly after visiting the blast
site. “There is a lot of destruction-the
buildings on at least two streets have
been completely destroyed,” he said.
Qamishli, under the shared control of
Kurdish authorities and the Syrian
regime, has been targeted by several
bomb attacks this year. In late July,

bombs struck the Kurdish People’s
Protection Units ( YPG) and the
Asayish, wounding at least three peo-
ple.

Syria’s conflict, which began in
March 2011, evolved from peaceful
demonstrations to a multi-front war
involving Kurds, rebels, jihadists and
the regime. Both pro-regime and
opposition forces have been criticized
by human rights groups for indiscrimi-
nate attacks that have killed civilians.
Yesterday, aerial bombardment by the
government of a rebel stronghold
east of Damascus left at least 10 peo-
ple dead, the Observatory said. The
attacks on Harasta, in the Eastern
Ghouta region, killed members of the
town’s council,  civil defense, and
police force, it said. As the largest
rebel bastion near the Syrian capital,
Eastern Ghouta is often targeted by
government forces. On Sunday, nearly
100 people were killed in regime air
strikes on the town of Douma.— AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: The men wearing black ski masks look
almost relaxed as they stroll around the Sao Paulo bar,
gently arranging patrons against a wall-then shooting
them. But even more terrifying than the security camera
footage is that the main suspects in the massacre are
police themselves. The victims in the bar, a modest drink-
ing hole with a pool table and plastic chairs, were among
18 gunned down execution-style in several locations
within the space of a few hours Thursday in Brazil’s
biggest city. And they were only part of a much bigger
toll from the chaotic underbelly of a country that would
prefer to be known for its industrial might, the Amazon
jungle, carnivals and hosting next year’s Rio Olympics.

On Monday, almost 550 kilometers from Sao Paulo in
Uberlandia, five people, one of them a woman, were shot
dead in a fusillade of what were reportedly .380 caliber
bullets. And more than a thousand kilometers away this
July, 37 people were shot dead over a single weekend in
Manaus, the capital of the Amazon region and one of the
cities that hosted the 2014 football World Cup. In each
case-and many others that received less media attention-
the police are widely considered the likely culprits.

Their alleged motive?
Revenge - In Sao Paulo, a security guard and a police

officer had just been killed. In Uberlandia, a prison guard
had been killed on his way home the day before the mas-
sacre. In Manaus, a sergeant from the national paramili-
tary police had been murdered as he came out of a bank.

Failed by the state
“These cases are fairly frequent,” said Rafael Alcadipani

da Silveira, an expert on the police and a member of the
Brazilian Forum on Public Security. Alcadipani explained
that police often mete out their own justice in Brazil
because they feel let down by the state, especially in the
cases of killings of unprotected off-duty officers.

“What happens is that if you see your friend is killed
and nothing is done, you take things into your own
hands and avenge your friend,” he said. Crime statistics in
Brazil  are often incomplete and unreliable and
Alcadipani says an official estimate of 500 police officers
killed annually is not even half the true number. Seventy
five percent of those killings involve off-duty officers,
according to the latest Brazilian Public Security Yearbook.
Alcadipani said around 80 percent of police have had a
close colleague who was murdered, while 52 percent say
they have trouble providing for their families, given that
civil police officers earn only around ($865) a month.

Will of the people 
Large portions of Brazilian society seem happy to put

up with state lawlessness if it’s directed at criminal sus-
pects. Even vigilante justice by ordinary citizens gets a
sympathetic hearing on social media forums and in com-
mentaries on news sites. Photographs of mob lynchings-
including one in which a young man was tied to a post
and beaten to death in the far northeastern town of Sao
Luis de Maranho-regularly appear in newspapers without
arousing protest. 

“If they killed bandits, you could say that was a good
thing. Brazil is in an undeclared war,” ran a typical com-
ment on Band News after the site published the security
camera footage of the Sao Paulo bar killings. Despite
strong suspicion of police involvement in the three
recent massacres, few expect convictions anytime soon.
Even in Manaus, the senior local police officers remain in
their posts and little progress has been made, despite a
month-long investigation.

In Sao Paulo, officials have acted quickly to launch a
probe and on Tuesday announced that at least 10 people
had been involved in the executions, with security offi-
cers the main suspects. However, analysts say that suc-
cessful prosecutions are rare. Camila Dias, an expert on
violence at the University of Sao Paulo, said that “death
squads” operate almost with impunity. “Almost all the
massacres that take place in Sao Paulo have military
police involvement. The dynamic of the executions, the
use of masks, the timing, the large numbers of victims-all
this is a model that gets repeated,” she said. “Sadly, many
times we see police participation, but it can’t always be
proved in court.”—AFP 
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