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LONDON/KUWAIT: The Kuwait Investment
Authority (KIA) is part of a consortium that plans
to bid for the purchase of the London City
Airport, which has been valued at £2 billion,
reported the Telegraph. KIA-owned investment
firm Wren House Infrastructure Management;
Canadian giant Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan;
and investment firm Hermes have teamed-up to
make an offer for the airport. The report cites
unnamed sources within the infrastructure sec-
tor. 

The Kuwaiti-led consortium faces competi-
tion from a group led by the infrastructure arm

of Australian financial group Macquarie, also
planning to bid for the airport. Suitors are scram-
bling to position themselves for a bidding war
after private equity house Global Infrastructure
Partners revealed earlier this month that it had
put the airport up for sale. 

London-based Wren House was set up in
2013 to facilitate direct infrastructure invest-
ment by Kuwait’s sovereign wealth fund. Kuwait
was part of a consortium that unsuccessfully
attempted a £5bn takeover of water utility
Severn Trent two years ago. 

London City is close to Canary Wharf and is a

popular airport for workers in the financial serv-
ices sector. It expects to carry about 4.1 million
passengers this year, up from 3.7 million in 2013
and 2.8 million in 2010. The airport is targeting 6
million passengers a year by 2023. 

Despite the strong growth, a sale of London
City is likely to be complicated by uncertainty
over its £200 million planned expansion. Boris
Johnson, the London mayor, blocked a proposal
to grow the airport earlier this year, a month
after Newham council approved the plans. The
airport is now appealing the mayor’s decision,
reported the Telegraph.  

KIA bids for London airport

KUWAIT: Dr Abdullah Al-Maatouq, Amiri
Diwan Advisor and a UN Envoy, has
marked the August 19th World
Humanitarian Day with an appeal to
warring parties in the globe’s hot spots
to respect UN resolutions
that call for providing safe
access for relief workers.

Dr Maatouq, the UN
Secretary-General’s Envoy
for Humanitarian Affairs,
recalled in a statement
those who had sacrificed
their souls in humanitari-
an service in dangerous
countries, namely the UN
personnel who died in a
bombing attack on the
UN buildings in Baghdad
on August 19, 2003. Up to 22 humanitar-
ian workers, along with Sergio Vieira de
Mello, the chief of the international mis-
sion, perished in the ferocious attack. He
saluted souls of those who have been
killed in armed conflicts-namely old
people and children.

The international day is an occasion

to shed light on activists working in the
humanitarian realms worldwide, he said,
noting that they risk their lives while try-
ing to secure shelter, food and clothing
for those stranded in conflicts and wars.

The State of Kuwait,
under leadership of the
“Humanitarian Leader,”
His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, shares
the bereaved who have
lost their loved ones their
sentiments of distress
and sorrow, Dr Maatouq
said.

Kuwait,  namely His
Highness the Amir, has
addressed a message of

peace to the world, stipulating “enough
killing, enough wars, enough blood
spill ing,” he stated noting that His
Highness has repeatedly made such an
appeal in the past particularly at con-
ventions, noting in this respect Kuwait’s
hosting of three donation conferences
to aid the war-afflicted Syrians. — KUNA

Enough blood

spilling: Kuwait

Dr Abdullah Al-Maatouq

KUWAIT: The Human Resources Sector at
VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most
developed telecom operator, announced the
conclusion of the 2015 Summer Internship
organized by the company for students from
Kuwait’s various private and public universi-
ties, to give them the opportunity to gain
hands-on learning experience in the telecom
industry. 

The Summer Internship geared towards
university students is one of the human
development programs launched by VIVA as
part of its commitment to developing nation-
al talent, the true wealth that will contribute
to building a strong and prosperous society.

Anas Yousef Al-Ateeqi, Chief Human
Resources Officer stated: “VIVA had devoted
all its resources and capabilities to hone the
skills of youth and encourage them to enter
the workplace through on-the-job training.
This provided them with the necessary tools
to confront work challenges that they might
encounter in their future careers, and help
train and prepare a new generation of
recruits ready to embrace their roles in the
workplace.” VIVA’s summer internship pro-
gram was over a six-week period, dedicated
to Kuwaiti students who are between the
ages of 18-21 years. Participants spent four

hours daily during the summer acquiring
practical knowledge at VIVA’s various depart-
ments and branches.

VIVA’s summer internship program comes
as part of the company’s corporate social
responsibility and its continued support of
the education sector. VIVA is committed to
helping students gain the skills and knowl-
edge they need to be successful in their
future careers.

VIVA concludes its 2015

Summer Internship Program

Anas Al-Ateeqi

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Deputy Director General for Sports
Affairs at the Public Authority for Youth and
Sports (PAYS) Ahmad Khazal said Kuwait
Football  Association (KFA) must officially
announce that 23rd Gulf Cup tournament will
be held on its scheduled date and inform PAYS
officially about it. Khazal added that as PAYS is
getting ready for this event, and out of coopera-
tion, it is necessary for KFA to officially confirm
the date.

Bedoon students 
MP Talal Al-Jalal lauded the decision of

Education Minister Dr Bader Al-Essa to admit all
outstanding bedoon (stateless) students in
Kuwait University Colleges. MP Jalal said this is a
correct move towards reducing the suffering of
the bedoon children by opening the doors of
work and hope for them.

Licenses
The Cassation Court ruled that Kuwait

Municipality has the right not to renew licenses
of shops and restaurants in the Qurain markets
which mean these will be closed for violating
the law. Lawyer Fareeh Al-Kouh said the munici-
pality approval is now necessary to renew any

license to be legal. Kouh, who represents sever-
al investors, said he will sue the company that
signed contracts with them for compensation.

‘Danger’ area 
The Civil Service Commission (CSC) asked the

Public Authority for Industry (PAI) to consider
Shuaiba Industrial area as a dangerous area and
pay workers their danger allowance, said Eng
Faisal Al-Sharji, Chairman of Industry Public
Authority (IPA) Trade Union. Commenting on
the fire that took place Monday at Shuaiba
Refinery, Eng Sharji  said, “ We thank Allah
Almighty for sparing all workers at Shuaiba
Industrial area and thank the employees of
Shuaiba Emergency Center for their efforts and
courage in ensuring the safety of workers in the
area.” 

Verdict set
The Criminal Court will announce its verdict on

Twitter activist Abdelrahman Al-Ajmi on August
25. Ajmi is accused of insulting Saudi Arabia.

Hajj registration
People who wish to perform hajj this year

should register with the licensed campaigns no
later than August 20 for expats and bedoons,
while the period for citizens is open until

September 10, said Khalaf Al-Athains, head of
Kuwait Hajj mission, Assistant Awqaf Ministry
Undersecretary for Coordination, Technical
Support, Foreign Relations and Hajj. 

KFA should set 23rd Gulf Cup date: PAYS

KUWAIT: Deputy Director General for Sports
Affairs at the Public Authority for Youth and
Sports (PAYS) Ahmad Khazal speaks during
yesterday’s press conference. — KUNA

Trade surplus with Japan narrows for 2nd month
TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan nar-
rowed 57.7 percent from a year earlier to JPY 37.5
billion ($301 million) in July, shrinking for the sec-
ond month, as exports decreased by half, the
Finance Ministry said yesterday.

But Kuwait maintained black ink with Japan
for the 90th consecutive month, the ministry said
in a preliminary report. Kuwaiti overall exports to
Japan plunged 45.0 percent year-on-year to JPY
57.4 billion ($462 million) for the second straight
monthly fall, while imports from Japan gained
25.6 percent to JPY 20.0 billion ($161 million), up
for the second month.

Middle East’s trade surplus with Japan also
shrank 40.5 percent to JPY 665.1 billion ($5.4 bil-

lion) last month, with Japan-bound exports from
the region tumbling 31.9 percent from a year ear-
lier. Crude oil, refined products, liquefied natural
gas (LNG) and other natural resources, which
accounted for 96.0 percent of the region’s total
exports to Japan, slid 33.0 percent. The region’s
overall imports from Japan expanded 5.4 percent,
buoyed by robust shipments of automobile,
machinery, and steel.

The world’s third-biggest economy logged a
global deficit of JPY 268.1 billion ($2.2 billion) in
July, but narrowed nearly 70 percent on the year,
as import bills declined due to lower prices for
crude oil and LNG. It marked the fourth straight
month of shortfall.

Overall exports grew 7.6 percent, thanks to
increased shipments of vehicles, vessels and semi-
conductors. Imports fell 3.2 percent, reflecting the
plunge in crude oil and liquefied natural gas prices.
Exports to China, Japan’s biggest trading partner,
grew 4.2 percent, while imports from the country
grew 13.5 percent. Japan’s currency weakened
against the US dollar by 20.9 percent the year
before, according to the ministry. The yen’s depre-
ciation supports exports by making Japanese
products more competitive overseas and increases
the value of repatriated overseas earning, but it
also pushes up import prices. The trade data are
measured on a customs-cleared basis before
adjustment for seasonal factors. —KUNA


