
39
Beatles’ first recording contract 

to be auctioned next month

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2015

Indonesian men climb greased poles to retrieve prizes such as bicycles and rice cookers as part of the Independence Day festivities at Ancol Beach in Jakarta, Indonesia, Monday. Indonesia marked the 70th anniversary of its declara-
tion of independence from Dutch colonial rule on Monday. — AP

In the wake of two violent attacks on movie theaters, near-
ly half of ticket buyers say they are willing to pay more to
improve security at multiplexes. However, their appetite

for shouldering the extra costs that come with installing
metal detectors and armed security guards lessens as the
pricetag grows higher. While 48% are fine with paying $1 or
more for the additional measures, only 23% said they would
pay $2 or more, according to a new survey by consumer
research firm C4.

“Moviegoers are telling us that they’re starting to see the
value of security,” said Ben Spergel, executive vice president
of consumer insights at C4. “Hopefully they’re beginning to
value it the same amount that they value Imax or 3D, where
they recognize that you have to pay more for a better experi-
ence. You may also have to pay more for a safer experience.”

The report comes after a gunman killed two patrons and
himself during a July 23 showing of “Trainwreck” in Lafayette,
La, and follows an August 5 attack during a Nashville, Tenn,
showing of “Mad Max: Fury Road” that left a hatchet and pel-
let gun-wielding assailant dead. These killings come nearly
three years after a gunman in Aurora, Colo, murdered 12 peo-
ple at a screening of “The Dark Knight Rises.”

Safety precautions
C4 did a similar poll on theater safety following the

“Trainwreck” shooting, but this is the first time it has checked
in with moviegoers since the Nashville incident. To get its
results, the company surveyed 500 moviegoers from August
6-7. The study has a margin of error of 5%-6%. Following the
latest attack, respondents have demonstrated a greater will-

ingness to pay more for added security. Only 13% of respon-
dents said they would pay $3 extra for more security after
the first attack, but that climbed to 19% after the second vio-
lent incident in as many weeks.

The two attacks have sparked debate about the need for
greater safety precautions in the country’s theaters, but
there are other factors to weigh before metal detectors
become commonplace. Experts tell Variety that bag checks,
scanners and armed guards could cost hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars and present logistical challenges. Last week-
end, security concerns surrounding “Straight Outta
Compton” prompted Universal Pictures to say that it would
foot the bill for extra measures at theaters that felt they were
at risk. The film centers on N.W.A, a band that helped popu-
larize gansta rap.

Going forward, however, that cost will likely be shoul-
dered by ticket buyers, Spergel notes. “The issue is that
even an extra dollar wouldn’t cover what you need to do,”
he said. “People realize that they’re paying for security
when they’re at an airport or a concert, but they don’t think
about it when they’re paying for a $500 plane ticket. When
they’re adding 30% to a $10 movie ticket, that can be a lot
to take.” Despite the spate of violence, moviegoers still plan
to go to theaters. Nine percent of those surveyed said the
attacks would impact the number of movies they plan to
see at the cinema. — Reuters

Nearly half of moviegoers will pay extra for theater security 

Face taut, muscles bulging, his rigid body suspended hori-
zontally in the air on a pole, Bakr Al-Makadmeh’s “street
workout” showcases the urban bodybuilding making rip-

ples in Gaza.  With passersby looking on as they enjoy the rela-
tive cool of late afternoon on the Gaza beach, the 23-year-old
Palestinian carries out a series of exercises with ease as he calls
the names in English, alternating between the “human flag,”
“back and front lever” and “muscle up”.

“These moves, you can’t learn them in just one day, it took
me six months to get them right,” he says before dismounting
from the bar he improvised with his group. The rusty metal pole
is held up by two other wobbly poles supported by sandbags
branded “UNRWA”-the United Nations agency responsible for
Palestinian refugees. Makadmeh works 12 hours a day at a
motorcycle spare parts shop, “but every other day we get
together in the evening for two hours of street workout,” he tells
AFP. 

For nearly a year he has been training with other young
Gazans in the sport inspired by a Swedish fitness trend, which he
discovered through YouTube videos. Summer or winter, their
team-”Bar Palestine”-can be found on the enclave’s
Mediterranean waterfront. “Most people who pass by are happy
to see us, they appreciate it and young people want to know

how to join us,” says Eyad Ayad, a 21-year-old student. But not
just anyone can master the rigours of street workout, its
Palestinian practitioners warn.  

“It started off with 20, now we are just four,” Makadmeh says
of his group.  Suleiman Taleb, a 21-year-old teaching student, is
one of the group who has persevered.  He soars over the bar,
swinging around it and performing pull-ups before dismounting
with a back flip.  He says his athletic background, which includes
parkour-the urban sport combining running, acrobatics and
gymnastics-helped make his body “ready for the effort”. 

Living ‘like anyone else’ 
“We are the first street workout team in Palestine,” he says.  “In

Gaza, despite the blockade, despite the wars and everything
we’ve been through, you can live like anyone else and innovate,”
he says. Taleb then joins Ayad and Mahmud Nasmane, already
suspended on the bar, and with short straps suspended from
their necks the three form a human pyramid in the air. Back on
the ground, all open their hands to display blisters, some raw,
their palms calloused. They practice their sport with the means
available-their bar is wobbly and instead of magnesium carbon-
ate gym chalk to dry the sweat from their hands and strengthen
their grip, they use sand stuck to their feet. Street workout was

born outdoors, away from gyms and stadiums. But in Gaza, even
the streets are ill-equiped to accommodate the sport. 

“We contacted the municipality, the authorities in charge of
youth and sports, but nobody answered us,” Taleb says.  “And
when we set up our own equipment-paid out of our own pock-
et-in a park, we found it dismantled and discarded a few days
later,” adds Nasmane, a 21-year-old student.  The four friends,
three of whom live in the Shati refugee camp, struggle to under-
stand this lack of support in a territory where 70 percent of the
population is under 30 and two of every three youths is unem-
ployed. “There is so much talent here-artists, athletes, singers-
but so few have been able to follow through and make it on the
outside,” Taleb says, his eyes downcast. 

Their dream is to take part in international competitions
where they could finally meet the athletes they see performing
street workouts on the Internet.  But in Gaza, such dreams all
hit the same wall-its sealed borders closed off by Egypt and
Israel, which has kept the Palestinian territory blockaded for
nine years. — AFP

Members of Palestinian sports group Bar Palestine performing on the beach in Gaza City.— AFP photos

On Gaza beach, ‘street workout’ flexes its muscles


