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The Beatles’ first recording contract was signed in
Hamburg, Germany, where the band honed its craft
performing in the city’s boisterous nightclub district.

The 1961 recording session produced the single “My Bonnie.”
It was released on the Polydor label in Germany only and
never hit the top charts. But the tune led directly to the
Beatles’ discovery back home, a contract with EMI the follow-
ing year and their first hit, “Love Me Do.” Heritage Auctions
will auction the six-page contract in New York on Sept. 19 for
an estimated $150,000. It’s the centerpiece of a Beatles col-
lection spanning the band’s entire career. It’s being sold by
the estate of Uwe Blaschke, a German graphic designer and
noted Beatles historian who died in 2010.

“Not many people know that the Beatles started their
careers in Germany,” said Beatles expert Ulf Kruger. “The
Beatles had their longest stint in a club in Hamburg at the
Top Ten Club. They played there three months in a row, every
night. The style they invented in Liverpool, they cultivated in
Hamburg.” “Without this contract all of the pieces wouldn’t
have fallen into place,” added Dean Harmeyer, Heritage’s con-
signment director for music memorabilia, who said the band
was “a ramshackle, amateur band” when they first went to
Germany. “They were probably a C class in the pantheon of
Liverpool bands.”

A recording contract
But their stints in Hamburg between 1960 and 1962

changed that. “It really is where they honed their musical
skills to become the Beatles,” he said. “They set about learn-
ing new material, they worked on their instrumental abilities.”
But it was “crazy luck” that got them to Hamburg, he said.
Their booking agent fortuitously ran into a club owner look-
ing for rock ‘n’ roll bands to perform in his Hamburg night-
club. The Beatles were not the agent’s first choice and wound
up going only after other bands declined. When the Beatles -
John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and original
drummer Pete Best - were later hired to be the backup band
for British singer/guitarist Tony Sheridan at the Top Ten Club,
German record producer Bert Kaempfert signed them and
Sheridan to record a rock ‘n’ roll version of “My Bonnie Lies
Over the Ocean.”

“My Bonnie” netted the Beatles about $80. It was credited
to “Tony Sheridan and the Beat Boys” because Kaempfert felt
the name “Beatles” would not cut it with Germans. “The
Beatles didn’t care what they were signing as long as it was
for a recording contract,” said Kruger. The only copies that
made it out of Germany initially were the ones sent to the
Beatles back home in Liverpool, England. After a local club
disc jockey got his hands on one and started playing it, music
fans began asking for it. That got the attention of Liverpool

record shop owner Brian Epstein, who decided to hear them
perform at the Cavern Club.

“He immediately sees their potential. He tells them ‘I want
to manage you and I’ll make you successful’” - and he did,
going on to secure them a record contract with EMI,
Harmeyer said. “Every great collector wants their collection to
be illuminative of the subject, and Blaschke’s collection does
this so well largely because it also covers the German period,”
he said. “It covers everything else. He’s got stuff from ‘Sgt.
Pepper’ and ‘Abbey Road’ and the later things ... but he’s got
this great trove of things that are specific to Hamburg. That’s
really where the story started ... it’s where they really become
the Beatles.”

Other highlights and their pre-sale estimates include:

• A 1962 autographed copy of “Love Me Do,” the first single
recorded with Ringo. $10,000.

• A 1960 postcard Ringo sent to his grandmother from
Hamburg. $4,000.

• A Swiss restaurant menu card signed by the Beatles while
they were filming “HELP” in 1965. $12,000.

• A set of four psychedelic posters by Richard Avedon
commissioned by the German magazine Stern in 1966.
Estimate: $5,000.

The auction comes on the 55th anniversary of the
Beatles’ first trip to Hamburg and 50 years after the Fab
Four’s record-breaking performance at Shea Stadium in
Queens, New York. — AP

Photo shows a 1960 postcard Ringo sent to his grandmother from Hamburg, Germany, where the band honed its craft performing in the
city’s boisterous nightclub district.

Photo shows a signed copy of their first hit, ‘Love Me Do’.

Beatles’ first recording contract

to be auctioned next month

Photo provided by Heritage Auctions from an upcoming
Beatles collection sale shows a set of four psychedelic
posters by Richard Avedon commissioned by the German
magazine Stern in 1966, which will be auctioned in New
York on Sept 19. — AP photos

Photo shows a Swiss restaurant menu card signed by the
Beatles while they were filming ‘HELP’ in 1965.

Photo shows a 1960’s era dress illustrated with por-
traits of the Fab Four.

Actor Emile Hirsch began serving 15 days in a Utah jail after
pleading guilty to misdemeanor assault for putting a
female studio executive in a chokehold and body slam-

ming her at a nightclub during the Sundance Film Festival The
“Into the Wild” star told a judge Monday that he was sorry and was
learning to take responsibility for his actions, saying he has no
excuse for what happened Jan. 25 at Tao Nightclub in Park City.
But the victim said Hirsch’s punishment should have been
tougher.

Hirsch was intoxicated and taking medications when he
dragged the woman across a table, according to police and prose-
cutors. “I know it was completely wrong and reckless and irre-
sponsible,” said Hirsch, 30, who wore jeans, a sport coat and tie to
court. “I have no excuses for not remembering. I put those chemi-
cals inside me.”

Hirsch’s deal with prosecutors also calls for a $4,750 fine and 50
hours of community service. In exchange, a more serious felony
assault charge was dropped and the misdemeanor will be dis-
missed if he completes his sentence.

Daniele Bernfeld, an executive for the Paramount Pictures sub-
sidiary Insurge Pictures, said in a statement read in court that the
violent and unprovoked attack has caused long-lasting effects
beyond physical injuries.

“It took two people to pull him off me, and if not for their inter-
vention, the attack would have continued,” she said. “I thought I
was going to die.” She said authorities treated her with respect
and dignity, but she’s disappointed that prosecutors agreed to a

deal that meets the bare minimum. “If a violent attack in front of a
roomful of witnesses can be labeled a misdemeanor and dis-
missed, what of women who are assaulted while alone in hallways
or bathrooms, or behind the closed doors of their own homes?”
Bernfeld said in a statement sent by Los Angeles attorney Don
Etra.

Terrifying experience
Defending the deal, Summit County Attorney Robert Hilder

noted that Hirsch has accepted responsibility, shown remorse and
went to rehab in Utah immediately after the incident. The prose-
cutor said he will ensure Hirsch, of Encino, California, serves the
full 15 days in jail and that his community service is meaningful.
Hilder said of Bernfeld’s complaints: “That was a terrifying experi-
ence. I don’t think we could have given enough jail to satisfy her.”

Hilder, a former state judge, said he thinks the jail time will
affect Hirsch. “I don’t how many of you good gentleman have
spent 15 days in jail, but 15 minutes is too much for me. I think he
will learn from that,” the prosecutor said. What motivated Hirsch to
attack Bernfeld that night remains unclear. The actor said in court
that he still doesn’t remember what happened but took responsi-
bility for drinking an enormous amount of alcohol and putting
himself in that position. He also was taking medications, Hilder
said, but didn’t reveal what kind.

State Judge Kara Pettit agreed that there were no excuses for
the attack but credited Hirsch for going to rehab, staying sober
and offering what she considered a sincere apology. She noted he
had no previous history of violent or criminal behavior. She said
he would serve one year in jail if he doesn’t complete all the stipu-
lations of the deal. The prosecutor acknowledged that he’s trou-
bled he does not know what motivated Hirsch in the “shocking”
attack. Hirsch was at Sundance for the premiere of the drama “Ten
Thousand Saints.” He is best known for his starring role in “Into the
Wild” and has also appeared in “The Girl Next Door,” “Milk,” and
Universal’s Navy SEAL drama “Lone Survivor,” Peter Berg’s account
of a disastrous 2005 military operation in Afghanistan. As part of
the deal, Hirsch was ordered not to drink alcohol or use drugs. He
told the judge he will continue going to Alcoholics Anonymous
meetings. Hirsch, who has a young son, said he’s grown up after
going to rehab, learning the importance of “not just saying I’m sor-
ry, but letting my actions line up with my words.”— AP

Final arguments made
over Howard divorce

settlement

Ajudge said Monday he will take a week to determine
whether to set aside Terrence Howard’s divorce judg-
ment that entitles his ex-wife to a spousal support and a

share of his earnings from the hit television series “Empire.”
Attorneys for Howard and his ex-wife, Michelle Ghent, made
closing arguments Monday after four days of testimony in the
case that featured embarrassing details about the actor’s sex
life and forced him to address accusations of domestic violence.

Howard contends Ghent repeatedly threatened to sell or
leak personal details, including phone sex calls and a video of
him dancing naked in the bathroom, if he didn’t give her a
favorable divorce settlement. The pair was married in January
2010, and she filed for divorce a year later. A settlement wasn’t
signed until September 2012, and it took several more months
for a judge to approve their divorce.

On Monday, Ghent’s lawyers played audio of a recording in
which Howard was heard professing his love for his ex-wife,
despite having only recently married another woman. He also
threatened to violate a restraining order in the audio.
Howard’s lawyers last week played a recording of Ghent berat-
ing the Oscar-nominated actor in September 2011 and repeat-
edly threatening to sell embarrassing information about the
actor if he didn’t send her money immediately. Howard paid
her $40,000 later that day, which Ghent’s lawyers say was to
cover housing expenses but the actor described as “blood
money.”—AP

Venice mayor hits back

at Elton broadside on

same-sex schoolbooks

The mayor of Venice hit back yesterday after coming
under fire from Elton John over the city’s withdrawal of
books depicting same-sex families from the city’s nurs-

eries and primary schools. Branded a bigot by John, Luigi
Brugnaro took to Twitter to defend his policy, insist he was no
homophobe and direct some sharp jibes of his own at the
British rock star. “Absolute respect for the homosexual choices
of whoever and for different living arrangements with the
associated rights and freedoms. Kids have nothing to do with
that,” the centre-right city leader wrote on the social media
site.

He went on to accuse John, who reportedly has a property
in Venice, of never offering a penny to help the city in its per-
petual battle with the sea. “You insult me to support your
arguments but I think all you represent is the arrogance of the
rich who can do what they like,” he added in another tweet.
John, who has two sons with husband David Furnish, had
used his Instagram page to launch an attack on Brugnaro that
was highlighted by the Italian media yesterday with most
commentators suggesting the mayor’s comments could dam-
age the international image of his tourism-dependent city.

“Beautiful Venice is indeed sinking, but not as fast as the
boorishly bigoted Brugnaro,” John, 68, wrote. Brugnaro, who
has also been attacked by Italian writers and publishers over
his move, also re-tweeted numerous messages of support,
including some with an overtly homophobic tone, such as:
“Listen, @eltonjohndotcom: we’re protecting our children
from people like you.” —AFP

Emile Hirsch pleads guilty 
to assault on studio exec

Actor Emile Hirsch is taken in to custody after appearing
in court Monday in Park City, Utah. — AP

Elton John

Actor Terrence Howard walks into a Los Angeles court for a
hearing. — AP


