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Pharrell Williams, One Direction and Florence + The
Machine are going to appear at the Apple Music Festival
next month. Apple announced yesterday that the musi-

cians will be among the headlining performers at the 10-night
festival at London’s Roundhouse that begins Sept 19. Festival
performances will be broadcast live and on-demand on Apple
Music, and additional material will be available on the app’s
Beats 1 radio.

Niall Horan of One Direction said the group is excited to

return to London “to perform for our fans in the Roundhouse
and around the world on Apple Music!” Previously known as
the iTunes Festival, the eight-year-old concert event was
renamed the Apple Music Festival to support the launch earli-
er this summer of the new Apple Music app.

Past performers have included Adele, Lady Gaga, Justin
Timberlake and Elton John. — AP

One Direction members, from left, Harry Styles, Liam Payne, Niall Horan and Louis Tomlinson perform on ABC’s ‘Good
Morning America’ at Rumsey Playfield/SummerStage in New York. — AP

Singer-songwriter Florence Welch of the band Florence +
the Machine performs in concert at Merriweather Post
Pavilion in Columbia, Md.

Singer Pharrell Williams performs on the Pyramid Stage at
Glastonbury music festival at Worthy Farm, Glastonbury,
England. 

Pharrell, One Direction among 
headliners at Apple Music fest

Jennifer Lopez and Pitbull will headline
the iHeartRadio Fiesta Latina concert in
Miami this November, which will be

streamed live online. Other performers
joining Lopez and Pitbull at the
AmericanAirlines Arena in Miami include
Don Omar, Wisin, Prince Royce, Marco
Antonio Solis, Camila, Becky G, Fonseca and
Voz de Mando. 

The Nov 7 event will be streamed live on
Yahoo Live. iHeartMedia Spanish-language

stations will also broadcast the event and
Telemundo will have a special re-broadcast
on Nov 15. Tickets go on sale to the general
public on Saturday. The concert will come a
few months after the iHeartRadio Music
Festival in Las Vegas in September that will
feature Kanye West, Sam Smith, Janet
Jackson, the Who, Lil Wayne, Coldplay, the
Weekend and Blake Shelton. — AP

APakistani militant leader with a $10 million bounty on his
head over his alleged involvement in the 2008 Mumbai
terror attacks now has a new target: a Bollywood film that

imagines him being assassinated. In a twist worthy of a movie
itself, a lawyer for Hafiz Mohammed Saeed wants to ban the
upcoming film “Phantom” from being shown, arguing it is Indian
propaganda meant to hurt the image of Pakistan abroad. But
beyond the choreographed mayhem of the film’s imagined, per-
fectly coiffed Indian spies, the movie’s premise lays bare the
anger still felt over the Mumbai attacks that killed 166 people,
including six Americans, as well as tensions between the two
nuclear-armed rival countries.

“I am surprised and amused that a wanted terrorist has gone
and filed a petition,” film director Kabir Khan recently said, accord-
ing to the Press Trust of India news agency. “He is the one who is
spreading hate agenda and he is opposing the film, without even
knowing what the film is about.” Spy revenge films are nothing
new, like “Zero Dark Thirty” focusing on the US special forces raid
in Pakistan that killed Al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden or
“Munich,” the Stephen Spielberg film on Israel’s retaliatory assassi-

nations of Palestinians over the 1972 Olympic Games attack by
Black September.

Intelligence agencies
In “Phantom,” based on the novel “Mumbai Avengers” by S

Hussain Zaidi, Indian spies target those behind the Mumbai
siege, a three-day rampage that saw gunmen attack two luxury
hotels, a Jewish center and a busy train station in India’s financial
capital. But unlike the novel, which used pseudonyms for those
accused of plotting the attack, “Phantom” apparently names
Saeed, as well as American David Coleman Headley, who was
sentenced to 35 years in a US prison for his role in planning the
siege. Authorities in the United States and India blamed the mili-
tant group Lashkar-e-Taiba, long believed to be used as a proxy
by Pakistani intelligence agencies against India in the disputed
Kashmir region, for carrying out the Mumbai assault.

Saeed, who founded Lashkar-e-Taiba, now runs the charity
Jamaat-ud-Dawa, which India says is a front group for Lashkar.
Saeed denies having any links with the militancy now. The fact
Saeed is named in “Phantom” puts him at risk, lawyer AK Dogar

told The Associated Press. The movie’s “trailer shows that this film
is against Hafiz Saeed and has posed a serious threat to his life,”
Dogar said. He wants “Phantom,” due to be released Aug 28, to be
banned from showing in Pakistan. He’ll argue his case before a
Lahore court on Thursday.

Saeed remains free in Pakistan to address crowds and lead
anti-India protests. Pakistani authorities once briefly detained
Saeed, who has a $10 million US bounty on his head. Seven other
suspects remain on trial, though the attack’s alleged mastermind,
Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi, has been free on bail since April. A sus-
pected Pakistani spy service contact for the group, known as
“Major Iqbal,” also has yet to be identified or captured. That con-
tinues to anger many in India, including “Phantom” star Saif Ali
Khan. “America struck Osama right in his home,” Khan growls at
one point in the film’s trailer. “Why can’t we do the same?” — AP

“Straight Outta Compton,” a biopic about
the pioneering rap group N.W.A., wowed
Hollywood by taking first place in the

North American box office in its debut weekend.
Racing past its rivals and past even the most opti-
mistic of expectations, the film took in an impres-
sive $60.2 million, box office tracker Exhibitor
Relations reported Monday. Yet the movie, which
opened in the United States on August 14, comes
off as strikingly contemporary as the nation grap-
ples with a slew of recent deaths of African
Americans in custody of law enforcement. It was
named after the 1988 debut studio album from the
group that gave birth to the gangsta rap genre and
launched the careers of Ice Cube and Dr Dre.

“F*** Tha Police,” N.W.A.’s heads-held-high cry of
defiance against the Los Angeles Police
Department, so alarmed authorities that it generat-
ed a warning letter from the FBI, and the song
remains a controversial anthem in many protests.
Directed by Gary Gray, best known for his music
videos, “Straight Outta Compton” traces the roots
of the then teenagers’ rage against mostly white
police in their gang-ridden home of Compton and
other parts of the Los Angeles area. “What a wel-
come surprise and the last blockbuster blast of the
season,” Exhibitor Relations box office analyst Jeff
Bock told AFP.

“$60 million for an R-rated biopic featuring an
ensemble of unknown African Americans-as far as I
know, that’s never happened before, so it’s quite
rare.” Until the film opened in theaters, Universal
Pictures had expected just $20 million in weekend
ticket sales. The studio got a major coup in more
than doubling its reported budget of $29 million.

Largely African American public 
Relatively unknown actors-O’Shea Jackson Jr

(Ice Cube’s son, who plays his father), Corey
Hawkins and Jason Mitchell-interpret the roles of
the 

founding members of N.W.A., which stands for
Niggaz Wit Attitudes. Bock says biopics rarely gen-
erate such success. “But a couple of factors went
into this opening: one, there hasn’t been any studio
films that cater to the African-American crowd this
summer and two, this was a seminal story in music
history that was long overdue,” he added. “Any time
you have a group of underdogs taking down the
establishment... is always a good place to start for
film success.

“This had it all, and said it very poignantly.”
N.W.A.’s story is also that over different fates, from
American success stories like Ice Cube, a recog-
nized producer and musician to Suge Knight, fac-
ing life in prison for a fatal hit-and-run. The film

comes out a year after the death of unarmed
teenager Michael Brown, killed in Ferguson last
year by a white policeman. Los Angeles is also
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Watts
riots against police violence.   

The feature sailed ahead of the number two
film, “Mission: Impossible-Rogue Nation,” which
took in $17.2 million, despite playing in nearly
1,000 more theaters than “Compton.” The Tom
Cruise action-thriller, the fifth installment in the
blockbuster franchise, has earned a total of $138.3
million in three weeks in theaters. The other major
debut of the week-”The Man from U.N.C.L.E.,” a
reboot of the hit 1960s spy series-earned $13.4 mil-
lion for third place. Following in fourth was one of
the major flops of the summer-the comic book
action film reboot “Fantastic Four,” which took in
just $8.2 million in its second week.—AFP

‘Straight Outta Compton,’
unexpected box office star

Jennifer Lopez, left, and Pitbull present the award for best pop solo performance at the
55th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles.— AP

Jennifer Lopez and Pitbull
to lead iHeartRadio concert

Wanted Pakistani militant seeks to ban Bollywood action film

Indian Bollywood actress Katrina Kaif hugs director Kabir Khan during the trailer launch of their upcoming movie
‘Phantom,’ in Mumbai, India. — AP photos

An Indian soldier takes cover as the Taj Mahal hotel burns during gun battle between Indian military and militants
inside the hotel in Mumbai, India.

Hafiz Mohammed Saeed, chief of Jamaat-ud-Dawwa
and founder of Lashkar-e -Taiba talks with the
Associated Press in Islamabad, Pakistan.

This photo provided by Universal Pictures shows, Aldis Hodge, from left, as MC Ren, Neil Brown, Jr
as DJ Yella, Jason Mitchell as Eazy-E, O’Shea Jackson, Jr as Ice Cube and Corey Hawkins as Dr Dre, in
the film, ‘Straight Outta Compton.’ — AP


