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Miley Cyrus is putting the “finishing touches” to her new music. The 22-
year-old star has teased she has almost completed work on her eagerly-
anticipated fifth studio album, almost two years after she released

‘Bangerz’, which spawned singles ‘Wrecking Ball’ and ‘We Can’t Stop’. In a selfie
posted on Instagram along with her producer and ex-boyfriend Mike Will Made
It, she wrote: “Finishinnnggggg toucheZzzzz @mikewillmadeit (sic).” The contro-
versial musician made the post just hours after the producer premiered the
video for his new single ‘Drinks on Us’ - taken from his ‘Random’ mixtape - in
which Miley is seen heading into a club and smoking a suspicious looking ciga-
rette with him. Meanwhile, Miley’s recent cover story with the September issue
of Marie Claire magazine suggested she is planning on giving away her new
record for free, with the singer adding she only makes music because she enjoys

it. She said: “I make [music] because I like it.”And then I put it out to the public
because there are some people out there who like it, too.”And her manager
Adam Leber added: “Miley’s not driven by dollars. She makes her own path. Once
upon a time, that’s what most artists did. Now, people like Miley are few and far
between.” Back in June, Mike Will Made It updated fans on the progress of the
record, saying they had completed “eight or ten songs”. He said at the time:
“We’ve got like eight or ten songs recorded, so we’re just gonna pick the best
songs to go on the album.”It should be interesting though. Her whole sound is
switching up, you know what I’m saying? It’s crazy.”
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Will.i.am is working on new music.
The 40-year-old musician jetted
out to Los Angeles over the week-

end to hit the studio and is intending to
work with the “hottest” stars in music for
his next record. A source revealed: “Will is
keen to get writing new tracks. He wants to
collaborate with the hottest writers and
artists on the scene.” The hip hop star
released his fourth solo studio album
‘#willpower’ two years ago - which includ-
ed singles ‘Scream & Shout’ featuring
Britney Spears and ‘#thatPOWER’ featuring
Justin Bieber - but more recently has been
working with his Black Eyed Peas band-

mates, apart from singer Fergie, with
whom he started his career. The band have
already premiered songs ‘Awesome’ and
‘Yesterday’ so far this year to celebrate the
group’s 20th anniversary but Will is now
looking to work on his own career as well,
before he starts work on the next series of
BBC singing competition ‘The Voice’, on
which he is a coach. The source told the
Daily Mirror newspaper: “While he enjoys
mentoring on ‘The Voice’, nothing com-
pares to the feeling of performing in his
own right.”He’s buzzing with ideas.”

Evans to star

in Webb’s 

drama ‘Gifted’

Chris Evans and Marc Webb are both taking a step
back from the superhero universe. Evans is set to star
in Webb’s upcoming drama “Gifted” for Fox

Searchlight. Tom Flynn penned the film, which follows a
man who sues for custody of his gifted niece. “Gifted”-
Webb’s first film since “The Amazing Spider-Man 2”-is
expected to start shooting this fall. Webb is also setting up
“The Only Living Boy in New York,” starring Miles Teller,
with Jeff Bridges and Rosamund Pike in talks to join.
Although Evans has made a name for himself as Captain
America in the Marvel universe, the actor has been drawn
to more dramatic roles lately. He recently starred and made
his directorial debut in the Sundance drama “Before We Go”
opposite Alice Eve. Evans also appeared in the critically
raved sci-fi action pic “Snowpiercer.” He can be seen next
reprising his role of Steve Rogers in “Captain America: Civil
War.” Evans is repped by CAA and 3 Arts Entertainment. The
news was first reported by Deadline Hollywood.

Gibson’s ‘Hacksaw

Ridge’ sold to

YooZoo for China

YooZoo Pictures has acquired Chinese distribution
rights for Mel Gibson’s World War II drama “Hacksaw
Ridge,” starring Andrew Garfield, from IM Global. The

deal marks the first high-profile acquisition for YooZoo,
which will also have a presentation credit in international
territories. YooZoo Pictures is part of online and mobile
entertainment company Youzu Interactive under chairman
and CEO Lin Qi. “Hacksaw Ridge” also stars Sam
Worthington and Vince Vaughn. The movie is based on the
life of Desmond T Doss, a medic and the first conscientious
objector-someone who claims the right to refuse military
service-to win the Congressional Medal of Honor after sav-
ing dozens of soldiers during the Battle of Okinawa. The
film will shoot in Australia beginning in September. Gibson
is directing from a script by Robert Schenkkan and “We
Were Soldiers” screenwriter Randall Wallace. Cross Creek is
the principal financier. The film is produced by Bill
Mechanic’s Pandemonium Films and David Permut’s
Permut Productions. Brian Oliver will produce, Terry
Benedict and Steve Longi are co-producers, and Gregory
Crosby is an associate producer. IM Global is handling
international rights for the film, which will be distributed
by Lionsgate in the US.

Charli XCX is planning to write for Rita Ora’s new
album. The 23-year-old star enlisted her pal’s help for
a verse on her single ‘Doing It’ and she is now plan-

ning on repaying the favor by helping Rita, 25, with her
second studio album, which is expected to be released lat-
er this year. Asked if they’re going to be working together
again, Charli explained: “Yeah we’ve spoken about a couple
of songs. Maybe not me featuring but writing together and
that kinda thing. That’s really exciting and I think she’s
going to make a really great record. She’s definitely taking
time to really put herself into it and make it the best she
can.” Meanwhile, the ‘Boom Clap’ hitmaker is currently hard
at work on her own third studio album while on tour
around the US and has promised fans it will be “really
weird” and out next year. She said: “The next stuff will have
to be really weird! It ’s going to be totally different.

“Hopefully it will be released next year, I’m working on it
now but really at the beginning stages of vagueness.” And
although she loves entertaining crowds, she does some-
times feel guilty while on the road because it means her
diet consists mainly of unhealthy Italian treats. She told
Ticketmaster: “Home is all over the place now. It’s every-
where and nowhere really. The worst thing about touring is
probably when you eat pizza every single day. Well that’s
not actually that bad, I love it but technically it’s bad.”
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Linney joins Hanks

in Eastwood’s ‘Sully’

Laura Linney is in talks to play Tom Hanks’ wife in
Warner Bros’ “Sully,” directed by Clint Eastwood. Based
on the book by Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger and

Jeffrey Zaslow, the story takes a closer look at Sullenberger,
who became a national hero after his plane began to mal-
function shortly after takeoff and he was forced to take
drastic measures in order to save the passengers. Producer
Frank Marshall acquired the rights to the book in 2010 and
had been developing ever since. Aaron Eckhart is also on
board to play the co-pilot in the pic. Allyn Stewart will also
produce with Marshall. Linney can currently be seen in “Mr
Holmes” opposite Ian McKellan and recently wrapped pro-
duction on “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 2.” She is repped
by ICM Partners. Deadline Hollywood first reported the
news.

Cate Blanchett and Rooney
Mara quietly fall in love in the
first trailer for their upcoming

lesbian romance “Carol.” The film,
directed by Todd Haynes, received
rave reviews and generated Oscar
buzz following its premiere at the
Cannes Film Festival in May. It also
earned Mara a best actress award at
the fest. The 1950s-set drama fol-
lows Carol (Blanchett), a Manhattan
socialite trapped in a loveless mar-
riage of convenience with Kyle
Chandler, whose life is forever
changed when she meets a depart-
ment store clerk (Mara). The relativi-
ty dialogue-free teaser, set to the
song “My Foolish Heart,” shows the
blossoming romance. Phyllis Nagy
adapted the film based on Patricia
Highsmith’s novel “The Price of Salt.”
The drama will screen at the BFI
London Film Festival’s American
Express Gala on October 14. The
Weinstein Co will release “Carol” in
the US on November 20, while
Studiocanal will debut it a week lat-
er in the UK.

Shakira has joined Disney’s ‘Zootropolis’. The
38-year-old ‘She Wolf’ singer has revealed she
will voice a gazelle in the upcoming Disney

movie - which is set to be released in March 2016 -
and will also sing a song titled ‘Try Everything’ in
the much-anticipated film. Announcing the news
to her 34 million followers on Twitter, she wrote: “I
am thrilled to announce that I will be playing
Gazelle in @DisneyAnimation’s #Zootopia “I’ll be
singing a brand new song for the movie called “Try
Everything”! Shak”. The movie - which will be
known as ‘Zootopia’ outside of the UK - will reimag-
ine a world in which humans have never existed,
with other stars confirmed for the animated film
including Jason Bateman who will play a friendly
fox and ‘Once Upon A Time’ actress Ginnifer
Goodwin who will take the role of Lieutenant Judy
Hopps. The film is a collaboration between
‘Tangled’ director Byron Howard, ‘Wreck-It Ralph’
and ‘The Simpsons’ director Rich Moore and ‘All of
Us’ scribe Jared Bush, with ‘Toy Story’ creator John
Lasseter on board as the executive producer.
Meanwhile, Disney are already planning other
forthcoming animations and announced a brand
new movie named ‘Gigantic’, based on the tale of
Jack and the Beanstalk, at their D23 conference
over the weekend.-Bang Showbiz
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