
ISTANBUL: A group of Is lamic exper ts
urged the world’s 1.6 billion Muslims yes-
terday to do more to fight global warming,
in a new example of religious efforts to gal-
vanize action before a UN climate summit
in Paris in December. In June, the world’s
most impor tant Christian leader,  Pope
Francis, urged world leaders to hear “the
cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” in
an encyclical on the environment for the
world’s 1.2 billion Roman Catholics. Unlike
Roman Catholicism, Islam is a highly decen-
tralized religion with no single recognized
authority.  But Muslim exper ts from 20
nations agreed an 8-page declaration at
talks in Istanbul where it was adopted by
60 participants including the Grand Muftis
of Uganda and Lebanon, a statement said.

“Excessive pollution from fossil fuels

threatens to destroy the gifts bestowed on
us by God, whom we know as Allah - gifts
such as a functioning climate, healthy air to
breathe, regular seasons, and living oceans,”
they wrote. They said inaction on reining in
manmade greenhouse gas emissions, from
factories, power plants and cars, would
mean “dire consequences to planet earth”.

The declaration called on rich govern-
ments -  and oi l -producing states  that
include some OPEC nations where Islam is
the state religion - to lead the way in “phas-
ing out their greenhouse gas emissions as
early as possible and no later than the mid-
dle of the century.” It is unclear what weight
the Is lamic declarat ion wi l l  have for
Muslims in the run-up to the climate sum-
mit in Paris from Nov 30-Dec 11.

Din Syamsuddin, chairman of a Muslim

organization in Indonesia which has some
30 million members, welcomed yesterday’s
declaration. “Let’s work together for a bet-
ter world for our children, and our chil-
dren’s children,” he said. Cardinal Peter
Turkson, a key collaborator on the papal
encyclical,  praised the declaration and
promised closer cooperation with Muslims
“to care for our common home and thus to
glorify the God who created us.”

Christiana Figueres, the head of the UN
Climate Change Secretariat, said religion
was a guide for action. “Islam’s teachings,
which emphasize the duty of humans as
stewards of the Earth and the teacher ’s
role as  an appointed guide to correc t
behavior, provide guidance to take the
right action on climate change,” she said in
a statement. — Reuters
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EDGARTOWN, MASS: The White House
announced a new strategy on Monday to tackle
the explosion in heroin use in a collection of
eastern states, focusing on treating addicts
rather than punishing them and targeting high-
level suppliers for arrest. The move is a response
to a sharp rise in the use of heroin and opiate-
based painkillers, which the US Centers for
Disease Control has described as an epidemic.

Heroin use has more than doubled among
people aged 18-25 in the United States in the
past decade, according to CDC figures, while
overdose death rates have nearly quadrupled.
An estimated 45 percent of US heroin users are
also addicted to prescription painkillers.
Announcing the ‘Heroin Response Strategy’ on
Monday, Michael Botticelli, Director of National
Drug Control Policy, said the new plan will
address the heroin and painkiller epidemics as

both “a public health and a public safety issue.”
Under the plan, $2.5 million of $13.4 million

in new funding to combat drug trafficking will
target regions the White House said are facing a
severe heroin threat: Appalachia, New England,
New York, New Jersey, Philadelphia,
Washington, DC and Baltimore. The Obama
administration will work with local law enforce-
ment to increase access to treatment for addicts
and try to trace the sources of heroin trafficking.

The policy is in line with new criminal justice
strategies that seek to treat more drug offenders
as addicts within the public health system
rather than as criminals who must serve long
sentences in jail.  Republican Senator Rob
Portman of Ohio and Democrat Senator
Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island have
pushed for such policies for more than a year in
Congress. —Reuters
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KUALA LUMPUR: A giant panda leant by
China to Malaysia has given birth to a cub
in captivity, Prime Minister Najib Razak said
yesterday, following a diplomatically tough
year between the two countries. “Glad to
hear  that  L iang Liang,  a  panda at  the
National Zoo, has given birth to a child at
1:45 this afternoon,” he wrote on his Twitter
and Facebook accounts. The two countries
agreed in 2012 that China would send a
pair of giant pandas for a 10-year stay as

part of Beijing’s “panda diplomacy”.
They were due to arrive last April but

were delayed by a month after the disap-
pearance of Flight MH370, which vanished
on March 8 with 239 people on board
including 153 Chinese on board. Beijing,
and especially Chinese relatives of those on
board,  have been highly  cr i t ical  of
Malaysia’s handling of the disaster. The pan-
das had also caused controversy in Malaysia
over a decision to house them in a special

$7.7 million facility at the national zoo.
Environmentalists had argued the mon-

ey would have been better spent on con-
servation efforts for threatened Malaysian
wildlife. Mat Naim Ramli, the director of the
Giant Panda Conser vation Centre,  said
authorities were unable to determine the
sex of the new cub.  “We can see legs and
some parts of the body but Liang Liang is
still protecting it,” he was quoted as saying
by The Star newspaper. — AFP

Giant panda gives birth in Malaysia

We all like the reassurance of knowing
we are healthy and may have a med-
ical check-up from time to time to

confirm that we are, or perhaps to detect if
there are any potential problems early on. In-
depth knowledge of your body gives you the
opportunity to take control of your health.
Advanced diagnostic technology has made it
possible to manage your lifetime risks like never
before. With the summer holidays fast
approaching after Eid, why not take the oppor-
tunity of having a bespokepersonal medical
check-up. XVIII The Centre for Advanced
Screening is conveniently located in the heart of
London’s premier medical district and offers an
in-depth and highly personalized service which
includes screening for the six biggest killer dis-
eases which are often prevalent in modern
times: Bowel, Breast, Prostate, Lung and Pelvic
Cancers and Cardiovascular disease.

Traditional screening services such as blood
pressure, cholesterol and blood glucose tests
are good general indicators of basic health,
however, they are not able to diagnose major
life-threatening cancers or cardiovascular dis-
eases on their own. ‘We believed there was a
need for a more thorough, considered and per-
sonalised type of screening,’ says Professor
Roger Kirby, Consultant Urologist, founder of
The Prostate Centre and Chair of XVIII’s Clinical
Board. Hegoes on to explain that XVIII ‘Is not
about doing unnecessary tests but having emi-
nent doctors with years of experience assess
your individual risk factors and arrange state-of-
the-art investigations, on the same day in the
same place as far as possible. No-one else is cur-
rently doing this.’ 

XVIII offers a high-end, bespoke, thorough
approach to screening. The programme com-
bines the latest state-of-the-art imaging tech-
nology such as 3D mammography, CT colonog-
raphy and 3 Tesla MRI, with the medical knowl-

edge and expertise of the XVIII Board Members,
15 of London’s eminentconsultant specialists.

The sophisticated imaging technology avail-
able enables us to detect any abnormalities
without the need for biopsies. ‘A 3 Tesla MRI, for
example, can pick-up raised levels of protein -
PSA in the prostate - which is the screening test
normally used for prostate cancer,’ explains
Professor Kirby. XVIII is comprised of fifteen emi-
nent clinicians, who believe passionately that
early detection can save lives. They have come
together to establish the very best, evidence-
based approach to advanced screening while
minimising the problems of over-diagnosis. This
is what sets XVIII apart from other screening
centres, giving the highest level of quality assur-
ance. The XVIII Advanced Screening Programme
will provide you with a complete picture of your
health and will explain the significance of any
findings and their implications for your future
health. Your XVIII screening report can be used
as a basis for discussion about you future health
and any preventative action that can be taken. 

What you don’t know,
you can’t change

Prof Roger Kirby

KUALA LUMPUR:  Female giant panda Feng-Yi, renamed ‘Liang-Liang’ on loan from China, rests inside the giant panda complex enclosure at the
National Zoo. — AFP 


