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Juve primed for more success in crucial season Page 19

SPAIN: Bilbao teammates celebrate with the trophy after the second leg Spanish Super Cup soccer match between Barcelona and Athletic Bilbao at the Camp Nou stadium.  — AP

MADRID: Athletic Bilbao claimed their first trophy in 31
years as they drew 1-1 with 10-man Barcelona to win
the Spanish Super Cup 5-1 on aggregate on Monday.

Lionel Messi had given the European champions-
who trailed 4-0 from the first leg-a glimmer of hope
with the opener two minutes before half-time.

However, any realistic hope Barca had of pulling off a
monumental comeback disappeared when Gerard
Pique was shown a straight red card for dissent 10 min-
utes into the second-half.

And Aritz Aduriz exploited the space left by the
Spanish international defender’s dismissal to follow up
his hat-trick in the first leg with the crucial away goal
midway through the second-half.

“For us to win a title is the best thing that can hap-
pen to us,” Aduriz told Spanish TV station Telecinco.
“Apart from the birth of my daughter this is the happi-
est day of my life.”

Defeat ends Barcelona’s hopes of matching the club
record set by Pep Guardiola’s side in 2009 of winning six
trophies in a calendar year. They won’t have long to wait
for a chance at revenge, though, as the two sides square
off once more in their opening game of the La Liga sea-
son on Sunday in Bilbao.

“It is a tie of two games and in the first they were

clear victors,” said Barca captain Andres Iniesta. “Today
we tried everything. Possibly we needed another goal in
the first-half so that they would have more doubts. “I
think very few teams have won six titles. Very few have
won three or four, we will go for the fifth and until
December we have an interesting first part of the sea-
son ahead of us.”

Barcelona boss Luis Enrique had made six changes to
the side that was thrashed at the new San Mames on
Friday with a host of first-team regulars coming back
into the side.

The hosts started on the front foot as Luis Suarez saw
a shot deflected just over before Pique’s effort came
back off the crossbar.

Yet, Athletic’s mass ranks of defence were comfort-
ably keeping Enrique’s men at bay and the visitors even
had a great chance to put the tie to bed when Javier
Eraso skipped past Javier Mascherano before firing into
the side-netting rather than squaring for Aduriz to
apply a simple finish.

Barca finally found a way through thanks to a bril-
liant move as Suarez headed down for Messi who con-
trolled the ball on his chest before sweeping home.

Claudio Bravo kept Barcelona’s hopes alive early in
the second period with saves from Markel Susaeta and

Aduriz, but the Chilean’s good work was undone when
Pique was sent-off for something he said to the referee’s
assistant after he failed to flag Aduriz offside.

To their credit Barca didn’t give up as Pedro
Rodriguez, Ivan Rakitic and Suarez all fired off target
with fine chances to reduce the deficit to two goals.

However, Athletic struck the final blow when Aduriz
was given acres of space to latch onto Eraso’s flick-on
and he slotted into an empty net at the second attempt
after Bravo had saved his first effort. Both sides ended
the game with 10 men as Athletic substitute Kike Sola
also saw a straight red for a late challenge on Javier
Mascherano.

Meanwhile, Athletic Bilbao’s Spanish Super Cup vic-
tory over Barcelona prompted immense joy in the
Basque city but the players cannot afford to soak it up
for too long with Thursday’s Europa League playoff
looming.

Bilbao, who lost 3-1 to Barca in May’s King’s Cup final,
secured a 1-1 draw at the Nou Camp in Monday’s Super
Cup second leg to seal a 5-1 aggregate success that
gave them their first trophy since they won Spain’s tra-
ditional season opener in 1984.

Bilbao president Josu Urrutia promised a big party
but said the fact the team were travelling to play a

Europa League playoff first leg at Slovakian side Zilina
on Thursday meant celebrations would need to be
reined in for now.

Bilbao have twice reached the final of Europe’s sec-
ond-tier club competition, losing to Juventus in 1977
and Atletico Madrid in 2012.

Coach Ernesto Valverde, a former Bilbao player who
also had stints in charge at Espanyol, Villarreal, Valencia
and Olympiakos Piraeus, admitted his side had suffered
at times during Monday’s game, especially after going
1-0 down to a Lionel Messi strike shortly before half-
time.

He praised his players for their fighting spirit and sin-
gled out striker Aritz Aduriz, who scored the equaliser
16 minutes from time after netting a hat-trick in a 4-0
win in the first leg at the San Mames.

“The most important thing about my team is their
solidarity and their refusal to throw in the towel,”
Valverde said. “That’s one of the demands we have at
Athletic. Sometimes we do it better or worse but we are
clear that we never give in and always take things for-
ward.” Barca captain Andres Iniesta said that despite
Monday’s reverse the team were excited about starting
their bid for a sixth La Liga title in eight years at Bilbao
on Sunday.—Agencies

Bilbao end 31-year trophy wait

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool manager Brendan
Rodgers backed new signing Christian
Benteke to transform his side’s play after the
former Aston Villa striker’s goal secured a 1-0
victory over promoted Bournemouth.
Benteke struck in the 26th minute at Anfield
on Monday, prodding home a cross from
Jordan Henderson in front of the Kop, and the
goal stood despite Philippe Coutinho appear-
ing to have been offside. Liverpool have
adopted a more direct approach now that
Benteke is in the team and Rodgers is hopeful
that the £32.5 million ($50.8 million, 45.8 mil-
lion euros) Belgium international’s musculari-
ty and awareness will help solve the chronic
goal-scoring problems that plagued his team
last season. “I thought he was a real handful
tonight (Monday),” said Rodgers. “I think
you’ve seen all the facets of his game. His
hold-up play is outstanding and he’s got a
wonderful touch for a big guy.

“He can help the ball on into areas, he can
take the ball in, control the game, switch the
game. His touch is good. You see him linking
and combining.

“There was one moment when the ball
came into the box, which was one of the rea-
sons we looked to bring him in. “Because of
his strength and power, he tried to make con-
tact with it,  and we had a chance with
Coutinho to then shoot. In my time here,
that’s never really happened.

“ The ball ’s come in and maybe been
cleared out, but because of his physicality and
his contact, he keeps the ball alive in a dan-
gerous area of the field.

“And that will really help. Once the players
get used to seeing that and working with
that, that will offer us more opportunities to
score goals. So it gives us a different dimen-
sion to our game.”

Victory built on Liverpool’s 1-0 win at Stoke
City and left them level on points with
Manchester City, Leicester City and
Manchester United at the top of the early-sea-
son standings.

But it came at the cost of an injury to new
captain Henderson, who departed early in the
second half with a foot problem.

As well as Benteke’s goal, Bournemouth
were also aggrieved that captain Tommy
Elphick had seen an early header ruled out for

a foul after he was adjudged to have clam-
bered over Dejan Lovren.

Arriving at his post-match press confer-
ence, Bournemouth manager Eddie Howe
was asked for his thoughts on the goal and
shot back: “Which one?”

He added: “It’s hugely frustrating really,
especially after the goal being disallowed, so
that’s basically a two-goal swing against us.”

Howe was particularly disappointed that
Benteke’s goal had been allowed to stand
despite Coutinho’s attempt to make contact
with Henderson’s in-swinging cross from the
left.

New guidelines by rule-making body the
International Football Association Board
explicitly state that in such instances, the play-
er who attempts to play the ball should be
flagged offside and Howe’s exasperation was
plain.

“The problem for us as managers was that
we felt it (the offside rule) was a little bit grey,”
he said. “We were assured that it wouldn’t be
and that the rule would be adhered to cor-
rectly. The problem tonight is that if that’s not
offside, that’s the clearest example that you’ll
see of the new rule.

“It ’s a yard and a bit offside and he
(Coutinho) has clearly impacted on the goal-
keeper. I don’t think it’s a tough one. “I’d like
some feedback on both decisions.”

Benteke secures Liverpool victory
Liverpool 1 

Bournemouth 0

ANFIELD: Liverpool’ s Christian Benteke (right) celebrates with team-mate Dejan
Lovren after he scores the first goal for his side during their English Premier
League soccer match against Bournemouth. — AP

Howe nonetheless took heart from
the courage shown by his players and
said that the performance would give his
side “confidence that we can succeed at
this level”.

Liverpool never recovered from losing
three of their first five games last season,

but despite his team’s steady start,
Rodgers was unwilling to look too far
ahead. “Last season it was October
before we got back-to-back wins,” he
said. “To get that in the first two games is
pleasing, but we still have a lot of work to
do.” — AFP


