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BRAZIL: Athletes compete during the International Road Cycling Challenge test event, ahead of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at Copacabana Beach. — AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Mexico sailing coach
Agustin Bellocchio offered a tip to sailors and
windsurfers at this week’s Olympic test event in
Rio de Janeiro’s polluted Guanabara Bay: Don’t
swallow the water.

“Shut your mouth when you’re in the bay,
and don’t take in any water,” said Bellocchio, an
Argentine working for Mexico. “Everyone
knows this bay is badly contaminated.”

Much of the focus at the recent test events
for sailing and rowing has been on having lim-
ited contact with the water. Amid reports of
high pollution in Rio’s waters, athletes are get-
ting advice from team doctors and their feder-
ations about precautions to avoid becoming ill.
How hard is that? To get an idea, picture
golfers not touching grass with their hands. Or
figure skaters fearful of taking ill from a fall on
the ice.

“It’s not normally such a consideration at
any other events, but clearly it’s a considera-

tion here,” said Peter Conde, the performance
director for the Australian sailing team. Conde
said Australia has installed hand sanitizers on
the coach boats, the dinghies that coaches
ride. “We need to clean our hands after we’ve
handled ropes, or touched the water or any-
thing of that nature,” Conde said. Asked if this
was standard practice, Conde replied:
“Definitely not.”

Polish windsurfer Malgorzata Bialecka said
she took a spill into the bay the other day and
said “the water doesn’t smell good.” “I had to
swim in this water and it wasn’t nice,” she said.
“And I was a little bit afraid after that.” Rio’s pol-
lution has been in the spotlight since an inde-
pendent five-month analysis by The Associated
Press published July 30 showed dangerously
high levels of viruses from human sewage at all
Rio Olympic water venues.

Under growing pressure, Rio state officials
are employing stop-gap measures to retrieve

floating rubbish from the bay, track detritus
from helicopters, and step up bacteria-only
monitoring. The IOC has declined to endorse
testing for viruses, which can cause stomach
and respiratory ailments that could knock an
athlete out of competition.

Local organizers and the International
Olympic Committee have rejected moving
rowing and sailing to cleaner venues. Rowers
in a test event a week ago in Rodrigo de Freitas
Lagoon sterilized their oars with bleach, sealed
water bottles in plastic zip-top bags, and car-
ried antiseptic mouthwash.

“I don’t think in this lake they’ll be throwing
the coxswain into the water,” quipped Swiss
rower Katharina Strahl. Dr. Nebojsa Nikolic, the
top medical official of the International Sailing
Federation, met over the weekend with team
doctors to remind about basic hygiene, shots
for hepatitis A and typhoid and other preven-
tative measures. “Frankly, sailors are thinking

about how to win the medals, not how to not
get infected,” Nikolic said.

Sailors in Rio are encouraged to shower or
hose off after leaving the water, a common
practice in sailing events. Dr. Nikolic recounted
seeing some grab water bottles with wet
hands soaked in polluted bay water. “Sailors
come back and they are thinking about hydra-
tion,” he said. “They start on the boat, and they
don’t think to clean themselves. So if someone
immediately drinks from the bottle with soiled
hands, you have the risk of transporting dis-
ease.” A bout of diarrhea could sideline an ath-
lete for several days, jeopardizing any chance
at an Olympic medal. The Americans seem
among the hardest hit with illnesses, although
it’s difficult to connect falling ill directly to the
polluted water.

“Our team had a few isolated incidents of a
fast-moving bug which impacted a few of our
athletes,” said Josh Adams, managing director

of U.S. Olympic Sailing.
Adams said 15 American athletes were in

Rio, but declined to give a specific number
who fell ill. At least a dozen American athletes,
in a squad of 40, fell ill at the rowing test. An
American team physician speculated it was the
water, but test-event officials attributed it to
“travel diarrhea.”

“We’re well aware of the concerns over the
water,” Adams said. Many teams have trained
for years in Rio, hoping to build immunity.
Several have done water-quality tests. And
over the weekend, dozens of sailors watched
as a brown substance poured into the bay,
just a few meters (feet) away from a boat
launching ramp. Olympic gold-medalist
Nathan Outteridge told The Australian news-
paper of sailing through sewage flowing into
the bay to reach the race course. “You just
don’t want to have to be dealing with stuff
like that,” he said. — AP

CINCINNATI: Controversial Nick Kyrgios was
dumped out of the ATP and WTA Cincinnati
Masters yesterday, a 6-2, 6-1 first-round victim
of French 12th seed Richard Gasquet.

Kyrgios, building a reputation as the bad
boy of the game, was unremarkable in his
loss, which lasted for only 56 minutes on the
cement of the American Midwest.

The 37th-ranked Australian is now short of
match play after this week with the US Open
starting in less than a fortnight. Kyrgios ended
with four aces and seven double-faults, with
the experienced Gasquet breaking four times.
The French player now owns a 4-1 lead in
their series and set up a second-round clash
with Australian teenaged qualifier Thanasi
Kokkinakis. Kyrgios was beaten by Gasquet in
thier last meeting, the Estoril final on clay last
May, a loss which denied Kyrgios a chance at

his first ATP title. The Australian was involved
in a verbal dust-up last week in Montreal over
crude remarks he made in a match over the
personal life of Roland Garros champion Stan
Wawrinka of Switzerland.

Meanwhile, the ever-positive Rafael Nadal
is confident he can end a disappointing sea-
son on a high note as he prepares for an
assault on the US Open.

The 14-times Grand Slam winner is com-
peting this week at the ATP and W TA
Cincinnati Masters, which he won in 2013, the
last time that he played the tournament.

After an injury absence which decimated
his 2014 season, the 29-year-old has been
fighting all year to make improvements to a
ranking which dropped to tenth after he
failed to win a tenth Roland Garros title in
June. “The last part of the season is important.

I want to finish feeling better than when I
started,” said the eighth seed. “This is an
important week for me.”

Nadal arrived in the Midwest after losing a
Montreal quarter-final to Japan’s Kei
Nishikori,who withdrew from the American
tournament with a hip muscle problem which
should be right for the US Open starting in a
fortnight.

“I played OK in Montreal, but every week is
a different test - a different story. I’m working
more than ever to change the dynamic,” said
Nadal. With a two-hour rain interruption slow-
ing a full day’s schedule Ivo Karlovic still found
time to produce the first upset of the week as
the Croatian hammered 35 aces in a 6-4, 6-7
(1/7), 6-3 defeat of French 10th seed Gilles
Simon.

Belgian 13th seed David Goffin beat Lu
Yen-Hsun 5-7, 6-3, 6-4. Former top 10
American Mardy Fish began winding up his
Cincinnati career with a defeat of Serb Viktor
Troicki 6-2, 6-2. Fish, who has suffered from a
heart-scare problem and full-fledged anxiety
attacks, will end his time on court at the US
Open after dealing with his worries since
2012. “I was a little surprised at my level, I had-
n’t practised a ton or (practised) particularly
well for a little while.  I was struggling with my
serve,” said the winner, 2010 finalist against
six-time champion Roger Federer.

Fish moved into a second-round challenge
with third seed and world number two Andy
Murray, who comes to Cincinnati after his
Montreal title at the weekend over Novak
Djokovic.

Australian Bernard Tomic reached the sec-
ond round over Sergiy Stakhovsky 6-4, 6-3
while fellow Aussie Thanasi Kokkinakis elimi-
nated Fabio Fognini 4-6, 6-2, 6-3. 

France’s Gael Monfils meanwhile stoked
controversy after slumping out 6-4, 7-5 to
Poland’s Jerzy Janowicz, with former US
women’s singles star Tracy Austin accusing
the 14th seed of not trying his best. “To not
give 100 percent and be so blatant about it, I
think it’s disrespectful,” said Austin, commen-
tating on the game for the US-based Tennis
Channel.

“It looked like exhibition tennis.” In the
women’s draw, veteran Venus Williams and
young compatriot Coco Vandeweghe both
notched wins over Kazakh opposition.

The 35-year-old Williams came back after
the rain interruption to finish off Zarina Diyas
7-6 (8/6), 6-4, while Vandeweghe beat Yulia
Putintseva 6-3, 6-2. Wimbledon finalist
Garbine Muguruza, the Spanish eighth seed,
lost to Yaroslava Shvedova 6-4, 7-6 (7/0) while
Roland Garros semi-finalist and 12th seed
Timea Bacsinszky of Switzerland went out 6-4,
6-3 to Madison Keys. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: Plaintiffs who say the May 2
Las Vegas fight between Manny Pacquiao
and Floyd Mayweather Jr. was a fraud and
they deserve their pay-per-view money
back will argue their cases in front of a fed-
eral judge in California.

Judge R. Gary Klausner, the same judge
hearing arguments in cases filed against
the Sony movie studio related to a comput-
er hacker attack last year, will decide if the
Pacquiao cases are granted class-action sta-
tus before any trial proceeds.

A panel of judges that decides whether
to consolidate similar claims brought in
different jurisdictions into a single court-
room ruled Friday that lawsuits filed in
several states will be heard in the Central
District of California where Pacquiao was
said to injure his shoulder while training
for the fight.

The U.S. Judicial Panel on Multidistrict
Litigation said in its decision that determin-
ing the severity and timing of the boxer’s
rotator-cuff injury could require “significant
factual, and possibly expert, discovery.” The
panel said questions about the facts of the
case, including for example who knew

about the injury, are sufficiently complex to
warrant consolidating the large number of
related cases.

At least 32 lawsuits had been filed as of
mid-May in California, Nevada, Florida,
Illinois, Maryland, New Jersey, New York
and Texas. Several more appear to have
been filed since.

Pacquiao and his promoter Top Rank Inc.
are named in all of the lawsuits, and most
include Mayweather, his promoters and
cable companies HBO and Showtime. In
court filings, attorneys representing
Pacquiao and Top Rank have said the
claims are without merit.

An attorney for the defendants declined
to comment Monday. So did representa-
tives for HBO and Showtime. Attempts to
reach Mayweather’s promoter by phone
and email were unsuccessful.

The lawsuits argue the injury wasn’t
revealed until after the fight, too late for 4.4
million viewers who had already paid up to
$100 each to watch it. HBO and Showtime
have said they earned more than $400 mil-
lion from the fight. Each of the fighters
earned more than $100 million. —AP

Sailors try to limit contact with polluted Rio venue

LAS VEGAS: In this May 2, 2015, file photo, boxer Floyd Mayweather Jr., celebrates his
unanimous decision victory over Manny Pacquiao, from the Philippines, after their
welterweight title fight. — AP

Mayweather-Pacquiao 
lawsuits sent to court

Bad-boy Kyrgios falters 
after Gasquet spanking

CINCINNATI: Nick Kyrgios of Australia returns a shot to Richard Gasquet of France during their
first round match on Day 4 of the Western & Southern Open. — AFP


