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COLOMBO: Kumar Sangakkara gets a chance to bow
out in style by leading Sri Lanka to a series-clinching
victory in the second Test against India starting in
Colombo tomorrow.

The prolific left-hander, the highest run-getter
among those still playing at the highest level, will bid
adieu to international cricket after the match, ending a
glorious 15-year career.

With Sri Lanka leading the three-match series after
conjuring a brilliant come-from-behind win in the first
Test in Galle by 63 runs, the stage is set at the P. Sara
Oval for a Sangakkara special.

The 37-year-old will be desperate to end an unusu-
ally barren streak at the venue where he has fallen for
zero in each of his last three Tests, including a first-ball
duck against Pakistan in June.

Sangakkara scored five and 40 against the Indians
in Galle, where Sri Lanka snatched a remarkable victo-
ry after seemingly heading for a crushing loss. The

hosts had been reduced to 95-5 in their second
innings before lunch on the third day, still 98 runs
away from avoiding an innings defeat, when Dinesh
Chandimal led the recovery with a brilliant 162 off 169
balls. Chandimal shared valuable partnerships with
Lahiru Thirimanne (44) and Jehan Mubarak (49) to lift
the hosts to 367 before veteran left-arm spinner
Rangana Herath took over.

Herath grabbed seven wickets as Virat Kohli’s men,
chasing a modest victory target of 176, were skittled
for 112 soon after lunch on the fourth day.

Sri Lanka captain Angelo Mathews said nothing
less than a series win would be a fitting tribute to
Sangakkara. “We will definitely go for the kill,” he said.
“Sangakkara deserves the best possible farewell and
only a win can do that. There is so much to play for in
this Test.”

Indian team director Ravi Shastri said it hurt to lose
at Galle after dominating the Test till the third after-

noon, but promised to set things right in the next two
matches.

“Matches like Galle hurt you more than some oth-
ers, because you have dominated the Test and still lost
it,” the former all-rounder said.

“You learn from this kind of result quicker than any
other kind of result. Hopefully you will see it in the
next few days.” The Indians, victims of several con-
tentious umpiring decisions in Galle, paid dearly for
the defiant refusal by their powerful cricket board to
adopt the Decision Review System (DRS) for bilateral
matches. Both Chandimal and Thirimanne were fortu-
nate to get into double figures, having survived three
appeals for catches close to the wicket in a 10-minute
period before lunch on the third day. Replays showed
all three catches-two against Chandimal and one
against Thirimanne-were clean, but the absence of
DRS meant India could not ask for reviews from the
television umpire. Indian captain Virat Kohli was reluc-

tant to speak about those decisions, but said the need
for DRS will be discussed after the series.

“It is not an issue I want to debate on,” he said.
“When the series is over, we will sit down and figure
out how important is it or how much we want to use
it.” The tourists were dealt a major blow when in-form
opener Shikhar Dhawan, who hit a century at Galle,
was ruled out of the two remaining Tests with a hair-
line fracture in his right hand.

The injury to Dhawan left India in a spot of bother
as the other opening batsman, Lokesh Rahul, was dis-
missed for seven and five in Galle.

First-choice opener Murali Vijay missed the Galle
Test with a hamstring injury but is expected to recover
in time for the second match. Top-order batsman
Cheteshwar Pujara is waiting in the wings, while India
had already summoned all-rounder Stuart Binny to
join the squad as the 16th member before Dhawan’s
non-availability was confirmed. — AFP

Sri Lanka aim to give Sangakkara victorious send-off

CENTURION: When it was announced that
South Africa and New Zealand would play a one-
day international series during the South African
winter, the obvious marketing angle was that it
would provide a rematch of the dramatic World
Cup semi-final between the two teams.

New Zealand won the World Cup showdown
with a six off the penultimate ball of the match
in Auckland in March. The series which starts at
SuperSport Park today is, however, far from a
replay. Both sides are missing key players.

New Zealand, in particular, have been hit
hard by injuries as well as a player management
policy which sees regular captain Brendon
McCullum and fast bowler Tim Southee being
rested.

Despite injuries ruling out Trent Boult, Corey
Anderson, Ross Taylor and Mitchell Santner, the
Black Caps showed in sharing a Twenty20 series,
which ended on Sunday, that they are capable of
mounting a strong challenge. After losing the
first Twenty20 international in Durban by six
wickets, New Zealand bounced back by winning
the second game by 32 runs in Centurion on
Sunday.

Stand-in captain Kane Williamson praised the
way the side had turned around their fortunes
but warned they would need to improve even
further going into a 50-overs series.

On the evidence of the T20 games, New
Zealand will need bigger contributions from
their middle order batsmen after Williamson and
Martin Guptill gave them good starts which
were not fully capitalised on. Williamson is likely
to return to his regular number three spot after
opening in the short-form games.

South African captain AB de Villiers, mean-
while, bemoaned his side’s inability to adapt to
an untypical Centurion pitch, which in winter
conditions was dry and slower than usual.

South Africa’s bowling will be strengthened
by the return of fast bowlers Dale Steyn and
Vernon Philander and leg-spinner Imran Tahir,
who both missed the T20 games.

But they will be without fast bowler Morne

Morkel, who will join batsman JP Duminy on
paternity leave. New Zealand are currently third
on the International Cricket Council one-day
rankings list, one point ahead of fourth-placed
South Africa.

Cricket South Africa chief executive Haroon
Lorgat, meanwhile, said the experiment of play-
ing matches in August had been successful so

far, with near-capacity crowds attending the T20
matches.

The groundsmen in Durban and Centurion
were able to prepare good batting surfaces. At
high altitude Centurion, the normally bleached
winter grass was sprayed with a green dye which
could not disguise the dryness of the outfield,
making sliding by fielders difficult. — AFP
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GREENSBORO: Tiger Woods will play the
Wyndham Championship for the first time. In
an email to The Associated Press on Monday,
agent Mark Steinberg confirmed that Woods
will play in Greensboro this week. That ends a
few days of uncertainty around Sedgefield
County Club, the site of the final tournament
of golf’s regular season.

Woods created a stir by entering the field
just ahead of the deadline last Friday. But after
closing out a 73 and missing the cut at the
PGA Championship in Sheboygan, Wisconsin,
he hedged a bit.  He said he would “go
through it with my team” to “see if that’s the
right move or not.”

On Monday morning, Wyndham tourna-
ment director Mark Brazil sent out a brief
tweet: “Bam! Tiger is coming!” The first round
begins tomorrow.

The Wyndham annually is the last chance
for the PGA Tour’s bubble players to play their
way into the FedEx Cup playoffs. They begin
next week at The Barclays in New Jersey.

Woods - who’s at No. 187 on the points list -
comes to Greensboro rather far from the bub-
ble. Only the top 125 players reach the play-
offs. He would get into The Barclays with a vic-
tory and could possibly advance by finishing
alone in second.

Last year, only one player outside the top
125 - Sang-Moon Bae - earned enough points
here to move into the playoffs, jumping from
No. 126 to No. 120 after his tie for 14th.
Nobody did it in 2013.

Now the question is how long Woods will
stick around at Sedgefield. In 10 events this
year, Woods missed the cut in four of them
and withdrew from another. He missed the
cut in the last three majors.

He had three rounds in the 80s. His best fin-
ish was a tie for 17th at the Masters, a remark-
able effort coming off a two-month break to
fix a short game that turned shockingly bad in
Phoenix and San Diego. His best week was The
Greenbrier Classic. While he tied for 32nd, he
finished six shots out of the lead. In the other
four events where he made the cut, he was no
closer than 10 shots. At Whistling Straits last
week, he said his game building, and that he
found a key to his putting Saturday morning
“but the damage had already been done.” Now
for the first time, he’ll test that putter on the
Donald Ross-designed turtleback greens at
Sedgefield. —AP

LONDON: Australia’s Steve Smith claps his hands during the nets session at The
Oval cricket ground. The fifth and final Test of the current Ashes series begins
tomorrow.  — AP

LONDON: Australian opening batsman
Chris Rogers confirmed yesterday that he
will retire from test cricket at the end of the
current Ashes series in England.

Rogers had already indicated that the
series would be his last and the 37-year-old
told reporters in London he had no reason
to change his mind.

“I think it is time, I have had an amazing
couple of years playing for Australia and
enjoyed it and been part of some pretty
special things but everything comes to an
end and I have been pretty lucky,” he told
reporters at Australia’s hotel in London.

“You are never 100 per cent sure but I
felt like this was the last one, there’s been a
few things, particularly the head issues
lately, I am quite happy to call it a day.

“People tell me you know when you
know and I felt like this is the right time.”
Rogers is the oldest member of the current
Australian team but has been one of the
few to shine in the Ashes, scoring 437 runs
at an average of 62.42.

He made 173 in the first innings of the

second test at Lord’s, but retired hurt in the
second innings, complaining of dizziness
after being hit in the head earlier in the
match.

After struggling for years to cement a
place in the team, the left-hander has been
in the best form of his career, in which he
has excelled at first-class cricket but man-
aged only 24 test appearances since his
debut in 2008.

“It’s pretty special, someone said to me
not many people go out when they’re scor-
ing runs or taking wickets, it’s generally not
how it happens, so that’s something to be
proud of as well,” he said.

“It would’ve been perfect to have won
this series but it’s not to be, England have
been deserving winners and we’ve been
outplayed. “I think I can be proud I’ve
played quite well and stood up, and made
a little bit of a difference.”

Australian captain Michael Clarke is also
retiring after the fifth and test, which starts
at The Oval on Thursday with England hold-
ing an unbeatable 3-1 lead. — Reuters
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Tiger Woods tips his hat to the crowd in this file photo.

LONDON: England coach Stuart
Lancaster has made 14 changes to his
team for the World Cup warm-up match
against France in Paris on Saturday.

Winger Jonny May was the only player
to keep his place in the starting lineup
from the side that beat the French 19-14
at Twickenham on Saturday.

Chris Robshaw was recalled to captain
the side in the back-row alongside Billy
Vunipola and James Haskell. “Having
reviewed last Saturday there were a lot of
things we were pleased with considering
it was the first game,” Lancaster told the
RFU website on Tuesday.

“ There is now an opportunity for
those not involved or who didn’t get
much opportunity from the bench to put
a marker down and build on that per-
formance. “France will be even stronger
at home and this will be a big test but

these guys have been working hard for
the opportunity and are desperate to go
out and perform.”

Lock Joe Launchbury returns to the
team for the first time in a year after
recovering from injury while uncapped
hooker Jamie George was named on the
replacements’ bench.

England team - 15-Mike Brown, 14-
Jack Nowell, 13-Jonathan Joseph, 12-
Luther Burrell, 11-Jonny May, 10-George
Ford, 9-Ben Youngs; 8-Billy Vunipola, 7-
Chris Robshaw (captain), 6-James Haskell,
5-Courtney Lawes, 4-Joe Launchbury, 3-
Dan Cole, 2-Tom Youngs, 1-Joe Marler

Replacements: 16-Jamie George, 17-
Mako Vunipola, 18-David Wilson, 19-Dave
Attwood, 20-Nick Easter, 21-Danny Care,
22-Danny Cipriani, 23-Billy Twelvetrees
(Reporting by Ed Osmond; Editing by
Ken Ferris). — Reuters
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