
LONDON: Fast bowler Mark Wood, who took the final wicket in the fourth
test to seal England’s Ashes triumph, is expecting to be dropped  for the
fifth and final match against Australia at The Oval that starts tomorrow.

James Anderson missed the last game in Nottingham due to a side injury
but is fit to return. “Jimmy’s got 400 wickets and he’s England’s lead bowler,”
Wood told reporters on Tuesday. “He had a bowl yesterday and he seemed
fine and if he’s fit and ready to go it looks like he would get the nod.

“It’s out of my hands but I’m going to prepare how I’ve
prepared for every other game.” Wood, who made his
debut in the first test against New Zealand at Lord’s in
May, has taken nine wickets in the Ashes series
despite missing the third game in Birmingham due
to an ongoing ankle injury. “Long-term I think the
ankle problem that I’ve got may need some work
done to it,” Wood said. 

“Everyone saw that (in the second test) at Lord’s I
struggled a bit so I might have to have that operation
done.” Wood returned figures of three for 69 in Australia’s
second innings in Nottingham, finishing the match by bowl-
ing Nathan Lyon to give England an unassailable 3-1 lead in
the series. — Reuters
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LAGOS: Wolverhampton Wanderers goalkeeper Carl Ikeme was called up by
Nigeria for the first time on Tuesday in an 18-man list of foreign-based players
selected for next month’s African Nations Cup qualifier in Tanzania.

English-born Ikeme, 29, is joined by fellow newcomers Russian-based
Izunna Ernest Uzochukwu and strikers Emem Eduok and Sylvester Igboun as
new coach Sunday Oliseh showed his hand ahead of his debut match. Players
from Nigerian clubs must still be added to the squad for the match in Dar-es-
Salaam on Sept. 5. Oliseh, who has taken over from Stephen Keshi, left out the
Chelsea pair of John Obi Mikel and Victor Moses to underline a promise that he
would select only players who were showing form at club level and getting
regular game time.

Squad
G oalkeepers: Vincent  Enyeama (L i l le) ,  Car l  I keme ( Wolverhampton

Wanderers) Defenders: Leon Balogun (Mainz), Kingsley Madu (AS Trencin),
Godfrey Oboabona (Caykur Rizespor), Kenneth Omeruo (Kasimpasa), William
Troost Ekong (Haugesund).

Midfielders: Lukman Haruna (Anzhi Makhachkala), Rabiu Ibrahim (AS
Trencin), Obiora Nwankwo (Academica Coimbra), Joel Obi ( Torino), Izunna
Ernest Uzochukwu (Amkar Perm)

Strikers: Emem Eduok (Esperance), Emmanuel Emenike (Al Ain), Sylvester
Igboun (Ufa), Ahmed Musa (CSKA Moscow), Moses Simon (Ghent), Anthony
Ujah (Werder Bremen).— Reuters

Ikeme gets Nigeria call
MADRID: Croatia midfielder Mateo Kovacic has agreed to join
Real Madrid from Inter Milan subject to a medical. The Spanish
club said on their website (www.realmadrid.com) on Tuesday that
the 21-year-old had agreed to sign a six-year contract.

No financial details were disclosed but Spanish media reports
estimated the transfer fee was around 30 million euros ($33.13
million).

Kovacic is viewed as ideal backup for Croatia team mate Luka
Modric and Germany midfielder Toni Kroos at Real. He

will compete for a place with the likes of Isco, Asier
Illarramendi, Casemiro and Lucas Silva although his
arrival could prompt the exit of at least one of
those players.

Born in Austria, Kovacic came through the
Dynamo Zagreb youth academy before join-
ing Inter in January 2013. He made his debut
for Croatia in a World Cup qualifier against
Serbia in March 2013 and has won 21 caps
including three at last year’s finals in Brazil.

— Reuters

Kovacic in big money move Wood resigned to axe

ST. LOUIS: Rookie Stephen Piscotty tripled and
scored the go-ahead run on Mark Reynolds’
groundout in the eighth inning, and the St. Louis
Cardinals beat the San Francisco Giants 2-1 on
Monday night.

The run came a little too late for Michael Wacha,
who allowed one run in seven innings with six
strikeouts but missed a chance to become the
majors’ first 15-game winner.

Yadier Molina hit his third homer leading off the
fourth for St. Louis.  The Giants tied it on Brandon
Crawford’s two-out RBI triple in the sixth. The
Cardinals have won nine of 12, ended the Giants’
four-game winning streak, and lead Pittsburgh by
six games in the NL Central. Kevin Siegrist (4-0)
worked a perfect eighth against the top of the
Giants order and Trevor Rosenthal earned his 37th
save in 39 chances when pinch-hitter Buster Posey
flied out to the wall in center.

ORIOLES 4, ATHLETICS 2
Steve Clevenger hit a three-run homer, Chris

Tillman won his seventh straight decision and the
Orioles completed a four-game sweep of the
Athletics. Clevenger, who was called up Friday from
Triple-A Norfolk, got his first homer since June 29,
2012. He also had a career-high four hits in
Baltimore’s 18-2 victory Sunday.

Tillman (9-7) allowed two runs on three hits
with three walks and three strikeouts over seven
innings. He has not lost since May 31.Oakland went
winless on its seven-game East Coast road trip.

Darren O’Day had a perfect eighth and Zach
Britton pitched the ninth for his 29th save. Oakland
left-hander Sonny Gray (12-5), who was scratched
from his previous start with back spasms, allowed
four runs (one earned) on seven hits with two
walks and five strikeouts over 5 2/3 innings.

INDIANS 8, RED SOX 2
Danny Salazar pitched seven strong innings to

cool off Boston’s hot bats, and Lonnie Chisenhall
had a solo homer and three RBIs to carry the
Indians past the Red Sox.

Carlos Santana also hit a solo shot, and
Chisenhall’s two-run double highlighted a five-run
fourth that lifted Cleveland to its sixth win in nine
games. Salazar (11-6) allowed one run on four hits,
striking out five and walking one. He’s given up two-
or-fewer runs in six of his last seven starts. Travis
Shaw drove in both Boston runs with a solo homer
and an RBI single for the Red Sox, who scored 45
runs on 60 hits in their previous three games against
Seattle. The Indians broke a scoreless tie with their
five-run inning against Matt Barnes (3-3).

RANGERS 4, MARINERS 3
Fernando Rodney walked Adrian Beltre with

one out in the ninth inning to force in winning run
and give Texas a win over the Mariners.

The Rangers have won eight consecutive home

games and are three games over .500 for the first
time since June 23. Shawn Tolleson (5-2) worked a
scoreless ninth inning for Texas.  Rodney (5-5) only
retired one of the batters he faced. He gave up two
bunt hits and hit a batter before the walk.

Cole Hamels came away with his second no-
decision to go with one loss in his three Texas starts
since being acquired from the Philadelphia Phillies
on July 31. He missed his previous turn in the rota-
tion last week with a groin injury.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, PIRATES 1
Jeremy Hellickson won on the road for the

first time in 2 1/2 months and Jake Lamb home-
red to lead the Diamondbacks to a victory over
the Pirates.

Hellickson (9-8) allowed one run and three
hits in 5 1-3 innings while striking out four and
walking one. He had gone 0-4 with an 8.67 ERA in
his previous six road starts since winning May 30
at Milwaukee. Lamb connected for his fifth home
run in the fourth inning, a solo shot off Gerrit
Cole (14-7) that put the Diamondbacks ahead 4-0
and helped snapped the National League wild
card-leading Pirates’ four-game winning streak.
David Peralta had two hits for the Diamondbacks,
including an RBI double in a two-run first inning.
He is hitting .469 (30 for 64) with 21 RBIs in his
last 19 games.

MARLINS 6, BREWERS 2
Rookie left-hander Justin Nicolino pitched 6 2-3

solid innings and Derek Dietrich homered as the
Marlins beat the Brewers.

Nicolino (2-1) scattered six hits and allowed just
two runs in his fourth major league start. He retired
the first two batters of the seventh inning before
allowing a two-out double and was replaced after
throwing 95 pitches.

Milwaukee starter Matt Garza (6-13) pitched
two perfect innings to start the game but ran into
trouble the rest of the way, lasting only five innings.
He allowed five runs on eight hits while striking out
two. He set a career record for losses in a season -
he was 8-12 with Tampa Bay in 2009.

Dee Gordon had two hits, two RBIs, scored a run
and stole a base for Miami, which has won five of
seven games. Ryan Braun had two singles and a
walk for Milwaukee, which had its three-game win-
ning streak snapped.

YANKEES 8 , TWINS 7
Chase Headley hit a bases-loaded grounder in

the 10th inning that Minnesota’s five-man infield
bobbled and the New York Yankees, after losing
starting pitcher Bryan Mitchell to a line drive to the
face, beat the Twins. Brian McCann homered, drove
in five runs and sliced a double off left fielder Eddie
Rosario’s glove in the 10th that set up the winning
misplay. The catcher also threw out three runners
trying to steal. Andrew Miller (1-2) got the victory

as the AL East-leading Yankees started off a season-
high 10-game homestand with their third win in
four games.

The Twins, contending for a wild card, lost to
begin a 10-game trip that will later take them to
Baltimore and Tampa Bay.

RAYS 9, ASTROS 2
Tim Beckham hit a three-run homer in the first

inning and the Rays cruised to a victory over the
Astros. The Rays were up 1-0 when Beckham con-
nected on his first home run since May 22 to give
them a big early lead. Asdrubal Cabrera added
three RBIs for the Rays, who got back on track after
being swept by the Rangers in a three-game series
this weekend. Erasmo Ramirez (10-4) yielded six
hits and two runs in 5 2-3 innings for his second
straight win. Houston starter Scott Kazmir (6-8) tied
season highs by allowing nine hits and six runs in 5
1-3 innings, falling to 0-3 this month after going 2-
0 with a 0.26 ERA in July. He’s won just one of his
five starts since a trade from Oakland.

PADRES 5, BRAVES 3
Rookie Colin Rea won his second straight start

and Will Venable hit a two-run single to help the
Padres beat the Braves. Rea became the seventh
starter in Padres history to begin his big league
career 2-0. Odrisamer Despaigne did it last season.

Rea allowed two runs and five hits in 5 2-3
innings while striking out four and walking one. His
only big mistake was allowing a home run to for-
mer Padres outfielder Cameron Maybin leading off
the fourth, his 10th. Craig Kimbrel, obtained from
the Braves the day before the season started,
pitched a shaky ninth for his 34th save. He allowed
one run on two hits and a walk.

Rea got all the backing he needed when the
Padres scored three runs on four hits off William
Perez (4-4) in the second inning.

ANGELS 2, WHITE SOX 1
CJ Cron hit a tiebreaking home run in the sev-

enth inning and Albert Pujols also homered, lead-
ing the Angels to a victory over the White Sox.

The victory was only the second in eight games
for the defending AL West champion Angels, who
returned home from Sunday night’s 10-inning loss
at Kansas City out of a playoff spot for the first time
since July 2. They still trail Houston by 3 1-2 games
in the division race, and Toronto by a half-game for
the second wild card spot.

Cron drove an 0-1 pitch into the right field seats
for his ninth homer with one out against rookie
Carlos Rodon (5-5), who allowed just four hits over
eight innings and struck out five in the longest of
his 17 big league starts.

Fernando Salas (3-1) pitched one inning for the
victory. Joe Smith got  three outs in the eighth and
Huston Street set down the White Sox 1-2-3 in the
ninth for his for his 28th save in 32 attempts. — AP

MLB results/standings

Toronto 3, NY Yankees 1; Pittsburgh 8, NY Mets 1; Baltimore 18, Oakland 2; Atlanta 2, Arizona 1
(10 innings); Seattle 10, Boston 8 (12 innings); Chicago White Sox 3, Chicago Cubs 1; Houston
6, Detroit 5; Milwaukee 6, Philadelphia 1; Minnesota 4, Cleveland 1; Miami 6, St. Louis 4; Texas
5, Tampa Bay 3; San Francisco 5, Washington 0; LA Dodgers 2, Cincinnati 1; Colorado 5, San
Diego 0; Kansas City 4, LA Angels 3 (10 innings).

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 64 52 .552 - 

Toronto 65 54 .546 0.5
Baltimore 60 56 .517 4 
Tampa Bay 58 59 .496 6.5
Boston 52 65 .444 12.5  

Central Division
Kansas City 71 46 .607 - 
Minnesota 59 58 .504 12
Detroit 56 61 .479 15
Chicago White Sox 55 60 .478 15
Cleveland 54 62 .466 16.5  

Western Division
Houston 64 54 .542 - 
LA Angels 60 57 .513 3.5
Texas 59 57 .509 4 
Seattle 55 63 .466 9 
Oakland 51 68 .429 13.5  

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 63 55 .534 - 
Washington 58 59 .496 4.5
Atlanta 53 64 .453 9.5
Miami 47 70 .402 15.5  
Philadelphia 46 72 .390 17

Central Division
St. Louis 75 42 .641 - 
Pittsburgh 69 46 .600 5 
Chicago Cubs 67 49 .578 7.5
Cincinnati 51 65 .440 23.5  
Milwaukee 51 68 .429 25

Western Division
LA Dodgers 67 51 .568 - 
San Francisco 64 53 .547 2.5
Arizona 57 59 .491 9 
San Diego 56 62 .475 11
Colorado 48 68 .414 18

BALTIMORE: Oakland Athletics’ Ike Davis (17) delivers a pitch against the Baltimore Orioles
during the eighth inning of a baseball game. — AP

ST. LOUIS: Cardinals 
shortstop Jhonny Peralta is
unable to reach a single up

the middle by San Francisco
Giants’ Chris Heston as

Giants’ Kelby Tomlinson
advances safely to second in

third inning action. — AP

Cardinals edge Giants, Orioles win


