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JAYAPURA: Ambulance workers wait to transport the bodies of the victims of the crashed Trigana Air Service flight at Sentani airport in Jayapura, Papua province, Indonesia yesterday.  The
Indonesian passenger plane that went missing two days ago was destroyed when it slammed into a mountain, killing all 54 people on board, the country’s top rescue official said. — AP 
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The government has been considering whether to
impose a broad corporate tax across the economy. Though
the UAE is one of the financially strongest countries in the
GCC, it has been the most aggressive in reforming its
finances to save money. This month it cut state gasoline
subsidies, allowing prices paid by consumers to rise, and in
January Abu Dhabi reduced electricity and water subsidies.

The International Monetary Fund has been advising the
UAE to impose taxes gradually to limit any disruption to
the economy and gain experience operating a tax collec-
tion regime. In a report this month, the IMF suggested that
the UAE consider imposing VAT at a 5 percent rate, a 10
percent corporate income tax, and a 15 percent excise tax
on automobiles. It estimated these steps would ultimately
generate revenue equal to 7.4 percent of non-hydrocarbon
gross domestic product. — Reuters

UAE’s VAT plan delayed over disagreement...

JAYAPURA: A plane that crashed in eastern Indonesia
was yesterday found “completely destroyed” with the
bodies of all 54 passengers and crew strewn amid the
wreckage in a fire-blackened jungle clearing, officials
said. Rescuers finally reached the debris of the Trigana
Air plane, which went down Sunday in Papua province
during a short flight in bad weather, after abandoning

search efforts a day earlier due to mountainous terrain,
thick fog and rain.

The black box flight data recorders, which could pro-
vide clues about the cause of the crash, were retrieved.
Money-some of it burnt-was also found among the
wreckage of the plane, which had been transporting 6.5
billion rupiah ($470,000) in cash.  “The plane has crashed,

it is completely destroyed,” Bambang Soelistyo, head of
the country’s search and rescue agency, said of the ATR
42-300 plane after teams reached the site in the morn-
ing. “Everything was in pieces and part of the plane is
burnt.” It is just the latest air accident in Indonesia, which
has a poor aviation safety record and has suffered major
disasters in recent months, including the crash of an
AirAsia plane in December with the loss of 162 lives.
Photos of the site showed a fire-blackened clearing in
thick jungle strewn with debris. The twin-turboprop
plane was carrying 54 people - 49 passengers and five
crew-and officials said all the bodies had been found. 

The team of about 100 rescuers, including soldiers
and police, who reached the crash site found some bod-
ies were not intact while others were badly burnt.  All
those on board were believed to be Indonesians.
Authorities were planning to airlift the bodies from the
site by helicopter but efforts were suspended on
Tuesday afternoon due to thick fog, Soelistyo told
reporters in Jayapura, Papua’s capital.  A fresh attempt
would be made today.  

‘Unpredictable weather’   
The money on the plane, which was being carried in

four bags by postal officials, was government social
assistance funds to be distributed to poor families in the
remote community of Oksibil where the plane had been
heading. Soelistyo did not say how much cash had been
found, but he told reporters:  “I have instructed the

team there to secure all the items, including the money,
to be handed over to the authorities as evidence.”

The plane had set off from Jayapura on what was
supposed to be a 45-minute flight to Oksibil. But it lost
contact with air traffic control about 10 minutes before
reaching its destination, soon after the crew requested
permission to start descending in heavy cloud and rain
to land. Captain Beni Sumaryanto, Trigana Air’s service
director of operations, said “unpredictable weather and
mountainous terrain” had likely caused the accident,
adding that the plane was in good condition and the
pilot experienced. Small aircraft are commonly used for
transport in remote and mountainous Papua and bad
weather has caused several accidents in recent years.

Last week a Cessna propeller plane crashed in
Papua’s Yahukimo district, killing one person and seri-
ously injuring the five others on board. Officials suspect
that crash was also caused by bad weather.  Trigana Air,
a small domestic Indonesian airline, has experienced a
string of serious incidents and is banned from flying in
European Union airspace. Last year’s AirAsia crash was
one of two major air accidents that Indonesia has suf-
fered in the past year alone. In June an Indonesian mili-
tary plane crashed into a residential neighborhood in
the city of Medan, exploding in a fireball and killing 142
people. The aviation sector in Indonesia is expanding
fast but airlines are struggling to find enough well-
trained personnel to keep up with the rapid growth in
the archipelago of more than 17,000 islands. — AFP 

Crashed plane found ‘completely destroyed’; 54 perish

FORWARD OPERATING BASE CONNEL-
LY: From his watchtower in insurgency-
wracked eastern Afghanistan, US army
Specialist Josh Whitten doesn’t have
much to say about his Afghan col-
leagues. “They don’t come up here any-
more, because they used to mess
around with our stuff.” Welcome to
Forward Operating Base Connelly, where
US troops are providing training and tac-
tical advice to the 201st Afghan army
corps as they take on the Taleban on the
battlefield. For seven months after the
formal end of the NATO combat opera-
tion in Afghanistan, US forces have guid-
ed their counterparts from the sidelines
with a mixture of pride, bewilderment-
and suspicion.

The latter is clearly evident in the lay-
out of this temporary base in Nangarhar
province, where a snaking barbed-wire
fence separates the armies of the two
nations.  For “Operation Iron Triangle”
which concluded on Saturday, US forces
kept very much to themselves-with a
squad of guard dogs and a 7.62 Caliber
machine-gun at the entry point reinforc-
ing a simple message to Afghan forces:
do not enter. Whitten chews his tobacco
and spits. “Sometimes they shoot in the
air, we don’t really know what for,” he

says, in a sign of the mistrust that per-
meates US forces after years of “insider
attacks”, including the killing of General
Harold Greene by a radicalised Afghan
soldier a year ago.

Twice a day, a dozen military advisers
would go with heavily armed escorts to
the Afghan side to provide their views
on how best to “clean up” three districts
near the Pakistani border of all traces of
Taleban resistance. The 2,000 Afghan
soldiers, police and intelligence agents
involved in Iron Triangle were tasked
with cornering the Taleban in the
Hisarak district, west of the base. The
Taleban, facing a period of uncertainty
following the controversial appointment
of their new chief Mullah Akhtar
Mansour, have recently stepped up their
bombing campaign in the capital Kabul.

In eastern Afghanistan their guerilla
war shows no sign of letting up, and mil-
itants are now taking refuge across the
border in Pakistan, claimed General
Mohammad Zaman Waziri, commander
of the Afghan regional forces. 

“The enemy comes from Pakistan,” he
said, echoing the words of President
Ashraf Ghani who last week accused his
neighbor of sending “messages of war”
to Afghanistan. Pakistan, which was one

of three countries to recognize the
Taleban’s 1996-2001 government, is
often accused of supporting the mili-
tants’ insurgency for its own strategic
purposes, a charge it denies.

‘This is how we do it’
Since the end of December, 13,000

foreign troops deployed in the country
have been mainly limited to training
local forces. 

“A lot of it is just sharing ‘This is how
we do it.’ I don’t care if they do it our way,
we just give them recommendations,”
explained Major Edward Bankston, head
of the US advisers at the base.
Lieutenant Ellyn Grosz, who assists
Afghan Major Rassoul, head of air sup-
port, at the Iron Triangle headquarters,
has a more positive view of the training,
saying it transformed coordination
between air and ground forces. 

“It’s a huge success, before that they
would do a gun run (aerial bombard-
ment), land, and ask ‘so how did I do?,”
she said enthusiastically. Still, the grey-
bearded Major Rassoul, who earned his
wings at the helm of a helicopter fight-
ing Soviet forces in the 1980s, says he is
under no illusions about the task ahead.
“In the Eighties, we had new gear. —AFP

After NATO drawdown, US forces 

guide Afghans from the shadows




