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IOWA: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton waves to fairgoers while campaigning at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines. — AFP 

STOCKTON: A new report says the 600
shots police fired at the chaotic end to a
California bank robbery that left a
hostage dead were excessive and unnec-
essary, with some officers only firing
their weapons because other officers
were shooting. The report released
Monday by the nonprofit Police
Foundation also found some Stockton
police officers opened fire with their col-
leagues standing right in front of them.
The report said a lack of planning was
partly to blame for the unnecessary
shooting. “In reviewing dispatch tapes
and in response to interviews, the review
team determined there was no planned
response for when the suspect vehicle
stopped,” the report concluded. “This
lack of planning, along with the number
of officers involved, created a level of
chaos that was difficult to manage and
overcome.”

The July 2014 shootout left two of the
suspects and a hostage, Misty Holt-
Singh, dead. Police have said Holt-Singh,
41, was struck by 10 of the bullets offi-
cers fired as she was used as a human
shield by the sole surviving suspect,
Jaime Ramos. Ramos has been charged
with three counts of murder in addition
to robbery, kidnapping, carjacking and
gang counts. He has pleaded not guilty.
Stockton police had requested the
review by the Police Foundation. Police
Chief Eric Jones said in a statement the
department intends to learn everything
it can from the report and use it to
improve. “There are elements of this

report that are tough for us to read,” he
said. “But it’s important that we be as
brave in reviewing this incident as our
officers were in responding to it.”

Joe Marchelewski, a spokesman for
the law firm representing Holt-Singh’s
family, said the firm had no immediate
comment on the report. It has scheduled
a news conference with Holt-Singh’s hus-
band, Paul, on Tuesday for a discussion
of the Police Foundation report and the
Singh family filing a lawsuit. The family’s
attorney, Gregory Bentley, has said
police should not have fired on the rob-
bers as long as Holt-Singh was exposed
to danger. Police Foundation President
Jim Bueermann praised Stockton police
as heroes in a foreword to Monday’s
report, saying no police agency in the
country had ever dealt with a similar sit-
uation.

The three suspects, armed with hand-
guns and an AK-47, robbed a Bank of the
West branch on July 16 and took three
women hostage before fleeing in a bank
employee’s SUV. Holt-Singh, one of those
hostages, had gone to the bank with her
12-year-old daughter, who sent a text
message to her father, according to the
report. “Leave work. Bank got robbed.
They took mom,” the message read. The
suspects then led police on an hour-long
pursuit and gun battle during which
they fired about 100 shots from the AK-
47 and shot up more than a dozen police
vehicles. Officers texted loved ones dur-
ing the pursuit, some fearing they might
not survive, according to the report.—AP 

Clinton server’s probe could find ‘more than just emails’
Machine in protective custody amid concerns

WASHINGTON: Now that federal investigators
have Hillary Rodham Clinton’s homebrew email
server, they could examine files on her machine
that would be more revelatory than the emails
themselves. Clinton last week handed over to the
FBI her private server, which she used to send,
receive and store emails during her four years
while secretary of state. The bureau is holding the
machine in protective custody after the intelli-
gence community’s inspector general raised con-
cerns that classified information had traversed the
system. 

Questions about her use of the server have
shadowed her campaign for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination. Clinton again this weekend
repeated a carefully constructed defense of her
actions, in that she did not send or receive emails
marked classified at the time. But her emails show
some messages she wrote were censored by the
State Department for national security reasons
before they were publicly released. 

The government blacked out those messages
under a provision of the Freedom of Information
Act intended to protect material that had been
deemed and properly classified for purposes of
national defense or foreign policy. What hasn’t
been released: data that could show how secure
her system was, whether someone tried to break
in, and who else had accounts on her system. A
lawyer for Platte River Networks, a Colorado-based

technology services company that began manag-
ing the Clinton server in 2013, said the server was
provided to the FBI last week. Indeed, many physi-
cal details of the server remain unknown, such as
whether its data was backed up. In March, The
Associated Press discovered that her server traced
back to an Internet connection at her home in
Chappaqua, New York. A computer server isn’t a
marvel of modern technology. Just like a home
desktop, the computer’s data is stored on a hard
drive. It’s unclear whether the drive that Clinton
used was thoroughly erased before the device was
turned over to federal agents.

Precise term ‘wiped’
If it had been, it’s also uncertain whether the FBI

could recover the data. Clinton’s lawyer has used a
precise term, “wiped,” to describe the deleted
emails, but it was not immediately clear whether
the server had been wiped. Such a process over-
writes deleted content to make it harder or impos-
sible to recover. An FBI spokesman declined to
comment. Investigators who examine her server
might find all sorts of information - how it was con-
figured, whether it received necessary security
updates to fix vulnerabilities in software, or
whether anyone tried to access it without permis-
sion. Running a server is akin to her messages
being stored inside an office file cabinet. But while
a file cabinet only yields the documents stored

inside, a server can also offer information about
the use of that data over time: Who had access to
the filing cabinet? Did anyone try to pick the lock?
Did the owner attempt to alter the files in any way?
And who was given keys to the building in the first
place? Since her server was first installed in 2009, it
most likely used a traditional hard disk-based
device rather than a newer solid state unit that
only has become commonly used in the last two or
three years, said computer scientist Darren Hayes.
Solid state drives, until recently, were much more
expensive than their counterparts for storing lots
of data.

Difficult to manipulate
Forensics experts would then have an easier

time retrieving erased data because such older,
disk-based servers are not as efficient in deleting
material, said Hayes, assistant professor and direc-
tor of cybersecurity at Pace University’s School of
Computer Science and Information Systems in
New York. “A hard disk drive is very difficult to
manipulate,” he said. “Once you get your hands on
a hard drive, there’s a lot you can recover.” Even
after files are marked for deletion on a disk, Hayes
said, their contents remain on the drive and can be
retrieved. Even if the full file is gone, fragments can
be pulled off the drive. Sometimes a complete
email file even can be found inside other files
marked for deletion.— AP 

Officers ‘fired too much’ 
during California robbery

WASHINGTON: Chelan County Public Utility District workers stand next to a burned structure along State Route
Alt 97 highway, outside of Chelan, Wash. Big wildfires threatened the Lake Chelan resort region of central
Washington after driving away tourists, destroying a warehouse filled with nearly 2 million pounds of apples and
forcing thousands of residents to flee. —AP 

SPOKANE: Big wildfires threatened
the Lake Chelan resort region of cen-
tral Washington on Monday after driv-
ing away tourists, destroying a ware-
house filled with nearly 2 million
pounds of apples and forcing thou-
sands of residents to flee. The several
large fires burning near the town of
Chelan have scorched more than 155
square miles and destroyed an esti-
mated 75 homes and businesses
Friday and Saturday, officials said.
Scores of homes remain threatened,
and mandatory evacuation orders
remained in effect for more than 2,900
people in the Chelan area.

The Chelan fires were just some of
the many destructive blazes burning
throughout the Northwest. In north-
ern Idaho, more than 40 homes were
lost near the town of Kamiah, and in
Oregon a lightning-sparked blaze on
the Malheur National Forest has grown
to more than 60 square miles and has
destroyed at least 26 homes. So many
fires are burning across the West that
the National Interagency Fire Center
announced Monday that 200 active-
duty military troops were being called
in to help. They will be sent to a fire on
Aug 23.

Structure protection
A wildfire on California’s Central

Coast saw new life Monday as winds
pushed it across containment lines,
forcing several hundred people from

their homes, state fire officials said.
The wildfire burning north of San Luis
Obispo was one of the few blazes in
the state that was growing amid a
cooling trend expected to continue.
The blazes near Chelan, about 180
miles east of Seattle, are burning
through grass, brush and timber, fire
spokeswoman Janet Pearce said. The
uncontained fires were being battled
by more than 900 firefighters, she said.

“Today our focus is on structure
protection,” she said Monday.  Air
tankers established lines to keep the
flames from reaching downtown
Chelan, fire officials said. The flames
come in the midst of the summer
tourist season in the scenic town locat-
ed along Lake Chelan in the Cascade
Range. But lots of tourists left Chelan
after the fires broke out on Friday, said
Mike Steele, director of the Lake
Chelan Chamber of Commerce. It’s too
early to determine the economic
impact, but Steele said it would be sig-
nificant. “We’re working hard to get
our feet back on the ground,” Steele
said, noting that many of the people
who would serve tourists have either
had to leave or lost homes.  “We’ll be
welcoming visitors back here very
shortly,” Steele said. “That’s our goal.”
The fires also threaten apple orchards
and packing warehouses in the heart
of the state’s apple belt during what
has been a summer of drought in the
Northwest. Chelan Fruit lost one of its

major fruit-packing warehouses in
Chelan to wildfire on Friday. The ware-
house contained 1.8 million pounds of
apples and employed about 800 peo-
ple, said Mac Riggan, director of mar-
keting for the company.

The employees are being sent to
Chelan Fruit’s other facilities in the
region, Riggan said. “Our other plant in
Chelan is fully operational,” he said.
Washington is by far the nation’s
largest apple producer, and the indus-
try produced more than 140 million
cartons of apples last year, of which
perhaps 6 million remain in warehous-
es, Riggan said. “It’s not a major loss to
the industry,” Riggan said. “It is to us.”
Washington farmers grossed about $2
billion from the apple crop last year,
and late-season apples tend to sell at a
discount as buyers are waiting for new
fruit, he said.  

Air quality
The air was clouded with smoke in

Spokane, about 150 miles east of the
Chelan fire, on Monday. Air quality was
expected to remain in the “unhealthy
for sensitive groups” range for at least
the next couple of days because of the
Chelan fire and other fires, according
to the Spokane Regional Health
District, which serves the metropolitan
area of nearly 500,000 people.  “Smoke
from wildfires is especially harmful for
those with health conditions like asth-
ma. —AP

Huge wildfire threatens
Washington resort town 

WASHINGTON: A man known for dressing up
in a Batman superhero costume to cheer up
sick children in hospital was struck and killed
on a US highway after his “Batmobile” broke
down, reports said. Lenny Robinson, 51, had
got out of his Lamborghini, customized to
resemble the Caped Crusader’s “Batmobile”,
on an unlit stretch of highway in Maryland
Sunday night to check the engine when it
was struck by another vehicle, slamming the
car into him. He died at the scene, The
Washington Post said. Robinson, who lived in
Maryland and was a father of three boys,
worked in the cleaning business before buy-
ing an elaborate Batman costume and car,

The Post reported. He spent his free time
striding into hospitals across the state, north-
west of Washington, visiting sick children,
handing out gifts and signing autographs as
“Batman”.

Robinson spent hundreds of thousands of
dollars on his superhero-themed car and it
took him 45 minutes to put on the outfit and
makeup, The Post reported. He became an
Internet sensation in 2012 after police
footage of him being pulled over in full cos-
tume for his Batman license plates went viral.
Asked why children so loved his character, he
said, “Batman is the only superhero that does-
n’t have superpowers.—AFP 

US ‘Batman’ killed


