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BEIRUT: The UN Security Council has backed a new push
for peace talks in Syria, in a step unanimously adopted by
Damascus ally Russia and the world body’s 14 other mem-
ber states. Monday’s vote was the first time in two years-
since a deal to eliminate Syria’s chemical weapons-that
the international community agreed a political statement
on the country’s brutal conflict which broke out in mid-
2011. Many initiatives have tried at the international level
to seek peace in Syria, all of which have failed. No planned
ceasefire has led warring factions to lay down their arms:

Arab initiatives 
November 2, 2011: The Arab League announces an

accord with Syria on a plan under which violence would
stop, prisoners be freed, the army pull out of towns and
cities and Arab observers and the press would be allowed
freedom of movement. None of the clauses are respected
and the League within weeks suspends Syria’s member-
ship and adopts unprecedented sanctions against a
member state. The United States and the European Union

had already imposed sanctions on Syria in April, which
have since been strengthened.

January 22, 2012: A new initiative by Arab foreign
ministers calls for the transfer of power from President
Bashar Al-Assad to his deputy. On January 24, the regime
shuts the door on any Arab solution and says it is deter-
mined to stamp out the popular revolt.

Friends of Syria 
February 24, 2012: First meeting of the “Friends of

Syria” group, a diplomatic initiative by countries backing
Syria’s opposition, boycotted by Moscow and Beijing. The
group, which includes the United States, France and
Britain, organizes several meetings in different cities.

Annan plan 
April 12, 2012: A ceasefire, proposed under a plan

drawn up by UN-Arab League peace envoy Kofi Annan,
comes into force but is shattered within hours. On April
14 and 21, two Security Council resolutions authorize the

deployment of 30, then 300 observers. But on June 16
the head of the UN observers announces the suspension
of the mission because of an intensification of violence.

Geneva I 
June 30, 2012: In Geneva, the Syria Action Group

involving the United States, China, Russia, France and
Britain, along with Turkey and the Arab countries, agree
on the principles of a Syrian transition, before differences
emerge on their interpretation. Washington believes the
accord clears the way to a post-Assad era, while Moscow
and Beijing say it is up to Syrians to decide on their
future. The accord is never applied.

US-Russian deal 
September 14, 2013: The United States and Russia

reach an accord in Geneva on dismantling Syria’s chemi-
cal weapons arsenal, ending the prospect of US air strikes
brandished after a chemical attack blamed on the
regime. The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical

Weapons (OPCW) says that chlorine gas has since been
“systematically” used in the conflict.

Geneva II
January 22-31, 2014: Negotiations launched in

Switzerland under the framework of a “Geneva II” conference
between the opposition and the regime. The talks are initiat-
ed under pressure from the United States, ally of the opposi-
tion, and Russia, which backs the regime. The talks wind up
without concrete results. On February 15, UN mediator
Lakhdar Brahimi, who has replaced Annan, winds up the
deadlocked negotiations in Geneva. On May 13, Brahimi
resigns after more than 20 months of fruitless efforts.

4th Russian-Chinese veto 
On May 22, 2014, Russia and China veto a draft French UN

resolution under which the organisation would go to the
International Criminal Court in The Hague over crimes com-
mitted by the regime and rebels. It is the fourth time that
these two countries have blocked Western resolutions since
the beginning of the conflict. — AFP 

Diplomatic efforts to halt Syrian war

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s former Prime Minister Nuri Al-
Maliki yesterday denounced as worthless a par-
liamentary report which blamed him and others
for the fall of Mosul to Islamic State last year and
which called for them to be referred to the judi-
ciary. “There is no value to the results that came
out of the parliamentary investigation commit-
tee”, Maliki said on Facebook in his first public
comments since the report was released on
Sunday and referred to the public prosecutor on
Monday.

Maliki, who has been in Iran since Friday
according to his website, said political differ-
ences in the panel compromised its objectivity.
By seeking to provide accountability for the loss
of majority Sunni Mosul, the report could help
restore confidence in the Shiite-led government,
especially among Sunni Muslims marginalized
by Maliki’s divisive politics. It coincided with a
campaign by Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi to
reduce Iraq’s patronage system, another move
which could help rebuild a security apparatus
riven with graft and mismanagement, but also
risks further splits.

Abadi sacked a third of his cabinet on
Sunday. Yesterday he ordered the positions of
advisers hired as contractors in ministries to be
eliminated and limited the number of advisers
for himself, the president, and the parliamentary
speaker to five each. 

The reforms follow weeks of street protests in
Baghdad and southern cities demanding better
government services and a call by leading Shiite
Muslim cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani to
“strike with an iron fist” against corruption. They
are the biggest move yet by Abadi to strengthen
his hand, even as nearly a third of Iraq’s territory
has fallen to Islamic State and the central gov-
ernment faces a financial crisis from the collaps-
ing price of its oil exports.

Maliki blames Turkey, Kurds
The parliamentary report alleged that Maliki had

an inaccurate picture of the threat to Mosul because
he chose commanders who engaged in corruption
and failed to hold them accountable. Maliki, who
had previously accused unnamed countries, com-
manders and rival politicians of plotting the city’s
fall, yesterday blamed Turkish and Iraqi Kurdish lead-
ers. “What happened in Mosul was a conspiracy
planned in Ankara, then the conspiracy moved to
Erbil,” he said in a second Facebook post, referring to
the capitals of neighboring Turkey and the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG), a semi-autonomous
region in northern Iraq whose forces have taken a
leading role in battling Islamic State.

The report criticized the Turkish consul in
Nineveh, of which Mosul is the capital, for alleged
links to Islamic State, and Kurdish peshmerga
fighters accused of confiscating weapons and
ammunition abandoned by the military. The con-
sul was seized after Mosul’s fall but released three

months later following negotiations. Turkish offi-
cials from Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu down
have repeatedly and categorically denied sup-
porting radical Islamist groups including Islamic
State. KRG Spokesman Safeen Dizayee said Erbil
respected the panel’s findings and accused Maliki
of trying to shift blame away from himself. The
Kurds have said Barzani warned Baghdad that
Mosul was in danger shortly before its fall but
Maliki refused their assistance.

The army’s collapse in Mosul left the Baghdad
government dependent on Shiite militias, many
funded and assisted by neighboring Iran, to defend
the capital from the radical Islamist insurgents and
recapture lost ground. The militias’ participation in
Baghdad’s ongoing efforts to retake western Anbar
province - Iraq’s Sunni heartland - from Islamic State
could further inflame sectarian tensions there. It was
not clear whether or when Maliki would return from
Iran, which supported him for much of his eight divi-
sive years as premier, but backed Abadi last summer
after the fall of Mosul, Iraq’s second city, exposed the
weakness of the system left by the 2003-2011 US
occupation.

Maliki’s vice president position was cancelled
last week in the first wave of Abadi’s reforms. On
Sunday, Abadi sacked a third of his cabinet, reduc-
ing the number of ministers to 22 by eliminating
positions or combining some ministries with oth-
ers. Following the first meeting of the downsized
cabinet, Abadi said the cuts were aimed at reduc-
ing flab but were not targeted at a specific bloc or
person. “It does not mean the people whose posi-
tions were cancelled are accused of corruption”, a
statement from his office said. Along with eliminat-
ing Iraq’s three vice president positions, Abadi has
cut politicians’ security details and other perks,
encouraged corruption investigations and given
himself the power to fire provincial governors and
regional officials. — Reuters
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Turkey denies supporting radical Islamist groups

Former Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri Al-Maliki

SANAA: Warplanes from a Saudi-led coalition hit the
Houthi-controlled Red Sea port of Hodeida yester-
day, destroying cranes and warehouses in the main
entry point for aid supplies to Yemen’s  north. Rival
factions also battled further south overnight in
Yemen’s third city, Taiz, Arab television stations
reported, as local militias opposed to the Houthis
attempted to consolidate recent advances on it. The
human rights group Amnesty International mean-
while said the Saudi-led air campaign had left a
“bloody trail of civilian death” which could amount to
war crimes. An Amnesty report said it had investigat-
ed eight coalition air strikes in Yemen that killed 141
civilians, including children.

Evidence revealed a pattern of strikes against
populated areas, in most of which no military target
could be located nearby, it said. Coalition officials
could not immediately be reached for comment on
the Amnesty report but has previously denied tar-
geting civilians. Amnesty also said it had investigated
30 attacks in Aden and Taiz by the Houthis that killed
68 civilians and also may amount to war crimes. The

Iranian-allied Houthis seized Yemen’s capital Sanaa
last September in what they called a revolution
against a corrupt government, then took over much
of the country.

The Saudi-backed President Abd-Rabbu Mansour
Hadi fled to the southern port of Aden, then
escaped to Riyadh in March. Gulf Arab countries led
by Saudi Arabia intervened in the conflict to push
back what they see as spreading Iranian influence in
their backyard. Loyalist forces, backed by Gulf Arab
planes, weapons and training, have been on the
offensive since breaking out of Aden last month,
claiming a string of gains against the Houthis. The
war has killed more than 4,300 people, many of
them civilians, and spread disease and hunger in
one of the Arab world’s poorest states. Hodeida,
lying about 150 km due west of Sanaa, has become
a focal point of Yemen’s humanitarian crisis, which
the International Committee of the Red Cross said
last week was critical. 

Officials said the latest raids destroyed the port’s
four cranes and also hit warehouses, bringing work to a

halt. There was no information on what was in the
warehouses. Aid groups have previously complained
that a coalition naval blockade has stopped relief sup-
plies entering Yemen. The coalition, in which the United
Arab Emirates also plays a big military role, has accused
the Houthis of commandeering aid shipments for war
use. Anti-Houthi groups have pushed the northern mili-
tia out of some southern provinces since late July, but
while that has allowed aid to reach Aden in the south,
the humanitarian crisis elsewhere remains critical.

Besides advancing from the south, coalition-
backed forces are also fighting the Houthis and Saleh’s
troops on a second front around Marib, northeast of
Sanaa. As well as retaining a foothold in Taiz, the
Houthis and allied army units loyal to former president
Ali Abdullah Saleh control the northern highlands and
Red Sea coastal plain as far south as Ibb, where coali-
tion-backed forces advanced last week. Ibb is about 50
km (30 miles) north of Taiz and 200 km southeast of
Hodeida. Saudi Arabia fears a victory for the Houthis
would be used by its main regional foe Iran to encircle
Gulf states and undermine their security. — Reuters

Saudi-led warplanes wreak 

havoc on aid port Hodeida

SANAA: Yemeni people stand in a line to buy a canister of gas as they wait for hours at a street in Sanaa yesterday. The Saudi-imposed blockade
has created severe shortages of gas, petrol and other goods, causing prices to skyrocket. — AP 

RIZE: Photo shows a partrigde standing on Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
head as he releases birds during the opening of a mosque in the Black Sea Province
of Rize. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan appeared a shadow of his former self
after his party suffered major losses in June
elections - embattled and no longer in control
of his political fate. His once-dominant move-
ment was forced into the humiliating position
of seeking a coalition with opposition parties
intent on reining him in. Two months on, the
shrewd politician seems to be back in the sad-
dle. The coalition-building he reportedly
opposed has collapsed, and Turkey is now
edging closer toward the repeat elections that
he has been angling for.

Erdogan appears to be betting that a new
ballot could revive the fortunes of the Islamic-
rooted party, which he founded and led for
more than a decade. That would put him back
on course to reshape Turkey’s democracy, giv-
ing the largely ceremonial presidency sweep-
ing powers that would allow it wield control
over government affairs. Last week, he claimed
that since he was elected by popular vote
instead of by Parliament, Turkey now had a “de
facto” new system with a more powerful presi-
dent, and a new constitution was needed to
reflect the change. 

PKK and IS
Erdogan has already been overstepping the

bounds of his symbolic role, and is believed to
be calling the shots on most matters of state,
including Turkey’s fight against terror. But new
elections at a time of escalating violence
between Turkey’s security forces and Kurdish
rebels - and amid Turkey’s deeper involvement
in the US-led campaign against Islamic State
extremists - could backfire. In recent weeks,
dozens have been killed in renewed clashes
between Turkey’s military and the rebels of the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK. 

Turkish jets have conducted air raids on IS tar-
gets in Syria and Kurdish rebel positions in north-
ern Iraq, while US jets last week launched their
first airstrikes against IS targets in Syria from the
key Turkish base at Incirlik, close to the border
with Syria. The truth is Erdogan is already calling
the shots, including on military affairs, behind
the scenes.  “Erdogan is back in the driver’s seat,”

said Svante Cornell, Director of the Central Asia-
Caucasus Institute. “But the car’s wheels are
falling - and the car is breaking down.”

The ruling Justice and Development Party,
or AKP, came first in the June 7 elections, but
fell short of a majority for the first time since it
came to power in 2002. A coalition govern-
ment would have limited Erdogan’s ability to
steer the government from behind the scenes.
After weeks of stalling, Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu, a former foreign minister and
Erdogan adviser, embarked on talks with
Turkey’s pro-secular party leader, Kemal
Kilicdarogu, to seek a common ground for pos-
sible with coalition. The power-sharing talks
failed on Thursday, days after Kilicdaroglu
accused Erdogan of obstructing the coalition
efforts - a view shared by many.  

Aug 23 deadline
Erdogan denied he stood in the way of the

coalition efforts. Davutoglu held a failed last-
ditch coalition meeting with the leader of
Turkey’s nationalist party just days before the
Aug 23 deadline for the formation of a govern-
ment runs out - leaving Turkey with little
option but to hold new elections, probably in
November. 

Erdogan is apparently betting that this time
around the party could reverse its losses, with
many voters who deserted the party returning
to avoid the prospect of another uncertain
coalition.  Opponents have accused Erdogan
of launching the military operations against
the PKK in a bid to win nationalists’ support
and discredit a pro-Kurdish party, whose gains
in the June elections deprived the AKP of its
majority. 

Last week, Erdogan cited the violence -
which has wrecked a nearly three-year old
peace process - in stressing the need for a
strong government.  The government rejects
any political motivation behind the military
strikes, insisting that the operations were
launched in response to a series of PKK attacks
on police and the military.  “The gamble is that
the people will go back to the safe embrace of
the AKP,” said Cornell. —AP
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ADDIS ABABA: South Sudan President
Salva Kiir has won a 15-day reprieve from
international sanctions despite refusing to
sign a peace deal, but ending the famine-
threatened country’s civil war could still
be far off, experts warn. Diplomats had
said failure to sign a peace deal by
Monday could trigger “serious conse-
quences” including possible targeted
sanctions and an arms embargo, but Kiir
still faces a tough challenge to convince
hardliners at home of the need to strike an
agreement.

Luka Biong Deng, a former govern-
ment minister now running a peace
centre at Juba university, has warned of
the need to “allay the fears of those who
may see themselves as losers in the
peace deal.” 

While rebel chief Riek Machar signed a
deal late Monday, Kiir only initialed parts
of the document, diplomats said, with

mediators saying he would return at the
beginning of September to “finalize” a
deal. Yesterday, as Kiir returned to Juba,
Information Minister Michael Makuei
slammed the deal as a “sellout”, and said
the government would discuss the deal
with the people. 

“We strongly believe that this docu-
ment cannot save the people of South
Sudan,” Makuei said. Key issues of dis-
agreement are understood to include
details of a power-sharing proposal
between the government and rebels,
which could see Machar return as vice-
president. Issues of demilitarization of
major cities-especially the capital Juba as
well as the presence of Ugandan troops
who are backing Kiir, are also sticking
points. “For some, it is not clear yet if the
cost of not signing is higher than the cost
of signing,” an analyst close to the talks
said. —AFP

‘No peace’ but S Sudan’s Kiir

dodges sanctions for now


