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KUWAIT: Every year the UK-based
Economist Intelligence Unit publishes
a list of the Most Livable Cities in the
World. Kuwait, sadly, has long ranked
low on the list. But in 2015, Kuwait
began to show a marked improve-
ment, moving up 2.5 points to rank at
number 83 out of 140 cities across the
globe. While not a stellar listing, it at
least shows a positive trend. 

This is remarkable and noteworthy
given the otherwise negative trend of
rising global instability. “Over the past
six months 38 cities of the 140 sur-
veyed have experienced changes in
scores. This rises to 53 cities, or 37% of
the total number surveyed, when look-
ing at changes over the past year. Of
these changes the majority have been
negative, 38 in the past 12 months,
reflecting a deterioration in stability in
many cities around the world,” notes
the EIU’s 2015 report. 

The EIU ranks cities based on an
index of factors that affect living condi-
tions including stability, healthcare,
culture and environment, education
and infrastructure. Within these cate-
gories, cities are indexed on issues like

prevalence of petty or violent crime,
threats of terror, military conflict or civil
unrest; availability of healthcare (both
public and private); weather, corrup-
tion, censorship, sports, social and reli-
gious restrictions, food and services,
availability and quality of education,
road network, public transport, avail-
ability of housing, quality of water and
telecommunications. 

Given that Kuwait faces challenges
in pretty much every category, it is no
surprise that the country continues to
rank far down on the list. 

Top five most livable cities:
1. Melbourne, Australia 
2. Vienna, Austria
3. Vancouver, British Columbia
4. Toronto, Canada
5. Adelaide, Australia
5. Calgary, Alberta

Least five livable:
136. Tripoli, Libya
137. Lagos, Nigeria
138. Port Moresby, Papua New
Guinea 
139. Dhaka, Bangladesh
140. Damascus, Syria

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator, announced
that The VIVA Coded Academy (the first academy
dedicated to teaching software programming to
the entire GCC) in collaboration with StartupQ8,
a community for startups in Kuwait, hosted two
speakers from the startup world to talk about
some of the lessons and experiences they’ve
gons through, and talk about the startup they’re
currently working on. The two speakers were Ali
Abulhasan, co-founder of GoTap, a new payment
ecosystem for Kuwait, and Saleh Almusallam, co-
founder of Prodesign IT (the developers of
FanScan - an Instagram based app that has over
3 million downloads. 

Abdulrazzaq Bader Al-Essa, Director of
Corporate Communications at VIVA, said: “We are
honored to have hosted these two young
Kuwaitis, as their discussion gave the attendees
different perspectives on how they might run
their startup businesses in the future, as well as
strike the right balance between business and

technology.”  “The discussions and hosts at The
VIVA Coded Academy are aimed to create a
strong technology community, and showcase
the ventures created by young Kuwaiti entrepre-
neurs as it is part of VIVA’s mission to continu-
ously support such initiatives,” added Essa. 

Two topics
The two topics of discussion were mirrored

around how a technical founder deals with the
business side of a startup, and how a business
founder manages a technical project and a
development team where both speakers offered
valuable insights on their respective approach.

For Ali Abulhasan, he admitted having initial
trouble bridging the gap between himself and
his technical team. One of the ways he mitigated
that was by educating himself on some of the
fundamentals of software as related to his field
(payments) in which he already had previous
experience. As for Saleh Almusallam, he is a
technical founder, and has had experience

launching a few applications and websites. In his
talk, he discussed the importance of learning on
how to stay “lean”. He warned that the biggest
pitfall for a technical founder was not in disre-
garding the business side, but rather the need to
perfect a product before launching. 

After the talk, students got a chance to have
informal group discussions with the speakers, in
which they debated the right approach for a
startup founder. VIVA’s sponsorship of this pro-
gram stems from its belief in investing in the intel-
lectual capabilities of young men and women in
Kuwait. Supporting such initiatives is part of
VIVA’s relentless efforts to empower youth in
Kuwait with the tools they require to build their
dreams. More information on the course and on
‘The VIVA Coded Academy’ can be found on
www.joincoded.com and @JoinCoded on
Instagram. Any information can be found by visit-
ing any of VIVA’s 69 branches, authorized distribu-
tors, the company’s website at www.viva.com.kw
or contact its 24 hour call center at 102.
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Kuwait rising on EIU
Livability index

A table showing Kuwait’s ranking among the top ten cities with the most
improved livability scores over five years. — The Economists Intelligence Unit
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