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Odd behaviors

Welcome back my honorable readers. I wish all a
joyful and successful academic year to come. In
this article, I would like to pinpoint many odd

behaviors that are seen in the Kuwaiti society and are
hardly seen in other societies. Such behaviors can make
you so angry and frustrated because they are happening
in a country that wants to be among the developed
nations. 

To be in such a position, people must look into the
ways to compete with other developed countries in the
fields of infrastructure, education, security, human
resources development and most importantly, self-
respect. I would like to mention a few points that are con-
sidered odd and strange to the Kuwaiti society that
emerged after the liberation of Kuwait from the Iraqi inva-
sion.

1 - Broken roads everywhere. I advise everyone not to
buy a new car; rather own a used and cheap one so as not
to ‘break down,’ as a result of such ‘wonderful’ roads.

2 - Anyone can be killed for a little stare at the coffee
shop or mall.

3 - Many youngsters roam the streets and malls fortified
with knives and bats, without being screened at the
entrance of shopping centers.

4 - Crossing pedestrians are not respected anywhere
you go around Kuwait.

5 - Illegal vegetables markets are erected in Mahboula
and Khaitan every Friday in defiance of the law.  

6 - In the hospitals, when there is a sign on the doctor’s
door stating ‘No Entry,’ many defy it and do the opposite
and when they are told by the doctor to wait in line, they
beat the physician.

7 - Many are told not to use their mobile phones while
driving, but they insist on doing so and cause major acci-
dents.

8 - Many sponsors are told to respect the contract
signed with the domestic workers’ offices. They pretend to
accept it at first and then many become vicious and turn
into monsters when they arrive home and take it on the
domestic worker.

9 - In many schools, many teachers misbehave at their
schools and the students use all the bad words they
learned at school with other kids at home.

10 - At the roundabouts, when the sign says STOP, all
drives ahead anyway.

11 - Many restaurant workers never wear gloves and
they keep touching all parts of their bodies without wash-
ing their hands and then serve you your meal while sweat-
ing.

After all that, what can be done to brighten the image
of Kuwait and what can be done to overcome these
wrongdoings?

Until the next article insha Allah.
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KUWAIT: An artwork for Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa made using computer motherboards and other hardware materials. It is located at the Yarmouk Park, nine kilometers south of Kuwait City. — Photo by
Joseph Shagra

Kuwaitis honored at
Oregon State University

Authority fights
red palm weevil

CORVALLIS: Several Kuwaiti students studying at Oregon State
University made the Scholastic Honor Roll for the spring term.
The Kuwaiti students on the Honor Roll included Rawan A
Alshaiji, Junior, Industrial Engineering; Yaqoub Y Albrikan,
Freshman, Pre-Chemical Engineering; Ebrahim A Alahmad,
Senior, Electronics and Computer Engineering; Abdullah M
Almutawa, Sophomore, Pre-Chemical Engineering; Abdulaziz J
Akbar, Senior, Mechanical Engineering and Yaqoub S Al-Sanei,
Senior, Chemical Engineering. To be on the Honor Roll, stu-
dents must carry at least 12 graded hours of course work. 

Space Station
visible in Kuwait

KUWAIT: The International Space Station (ISS)
will pass by Kuwait sky and will be seen clearly
starting from today until  August 25th,
Astronomer and historian Adel Al-Saadoun said
yesterday. The ISS travels will be at an average
speed of 27,700 kilometers per hour at an alti-
tude of about of 400 kilometers, Saadoun said.
The ISS serves as both an orbiting laboratory and
a port for international spacecraft. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs
and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) reiterated its full supports
to farmers in fighting the spread of the red palm weevil.
PAAAFR workers tour farms everyday and follow up
with cases where infestation of the insect has been
reported to give assistance to farmers, Chairperson
Nabila Al-Khalil said in a statement. Weevil larvae can
excavate holes in the trunk of a palm trees up to a
meter long, thereby weakening and eventually killing
the host plant. — KUNA

In Brief

DUBAI: Qatar has delayed introducing a new system
designed to make sure firms pay salaries fully and on time,
a Doha newspaper reported yesterday, as the country faces
scrutiny over the rights of migrant workers building stadi-
ums for the 2022 World Cup.

Since being controversially chosen to host the tourna-
ment, the desert nation has been criticized over workers’
safety, late and incomplete wages and the so-called ‘kafala’
system under which companies may stop employees from
leaving the country.

In February, Qatar’s emir approved amending labour
laws to make companies pay salaried workers by electronic
bank transfer.  Firms were given six months before the
Wage Protection System came into force but the govern-
ment has now delayed its launch until Nov. 2 because
some were not yet ready, the Peninsula Qatar newspaper

reported. Government officials did not respond to Reuters’
requests for comment.

Casual workers
Amnesty International has warned the new system will not

cover hundreds of thousands of casual workers or those
employed by small firms. “The protection system has the
potential to be a positive because one of the common com-
plaints among workers is not being paid adequately and/or on
time,” said Mustafa Qadri, Gulf Migrant Rights Researcher at the
human rights group. “An electronic record of how much and
when employees are paid should make companies more
accountable, but it’s only a small step and there’s no clarity on
what action will be taken against companies that flout the
new rules.” Construction firms complain the government and
other clients can take so long to pay that it strains cash flows.

The kafala system makes it all too easy for employers to delay
wage payments, Amnesty said.

Qatar said in May 2014 it would introduce reforms includ-
ing the abolition of kafala, but Amnesty says the proposed
changes fall far short of ending the practice, and companies
would still be able to stop employees joining another Qatari
firm for five years. “Overall, the proposed changes are wel-
come, but they are of limited scope, have yet to materialize
and it’s questionable whether they will come actually into
force,” added Qadri. “There’s a fear the introduction of the wage
protection system is being used to deflect attention away from
the fact that no other reforms have been implemented.”
Amnesty says 441 migrant workers from India and Nepal died
in Qatar in 2014, according to figures it obtained from the two
countries’ governments. The figure covers all migrant deaths,
not just those directly related to labour conditions. — Reuters

Qatar delays reform to protect
salaried workers: newspaper

Qatar under scrutiny as it builds World Cup 2022 sites

Dubai’s Emirates 
Airline to resume 

flights to Baghdad
DUBAI: Dubai’s Emirates Airline said yesterday it
will resume passenger flights to the Iraqi capital
in September, months after they were suspended
over safety concerns. Emirates will operate four
weekly flights from Dubai to Baghdad, served by
an A330-200 aircraft starting from September 17,
the carrier said in a statement published by the
UAE’s official WAM news agency.

“After conducting an exhaustive safety and
security review, we have decided to restart servic-
es between Dubai and Baghdad,” said Sheikh
Majid Al-Mualla, a company vice president. In
January, Emirates was among several carriers to
suspend flights to Baghdad after a bullet hit the
fuselage of a flydubai airliner, its sister no-frills
firm, on its descent in the capital. A young girl
was lightly wounded in the incident. Many have
since resumed the flights, including Turkish
Airlines and Lebanon’s Middle East Airlines.

Airlines flying over Iraq had feared that
jihadists from the Islamic State group might
acquire weapons able to hit cruising airliners.
Iraqi security forces are battling to regain ground
from IS in Anbar province, west of Baghdad.
Baghdad International Airport is located near the
border with Anbar. 

Emirates operates four weekly services to Iraq’s
northern city of Arbil and a twice-daily service to
Basra in the south. 

“We want to continue to support the develop-
ment of economic opportunities in Baghdad by
increasing access to international markets and
inward investment,” Mualla said. — AFP

CAIRO: The Arab League Council called
during an extraordinary meeting at the
level of permanent delegates for expedit-
ing the forming of an Arab strategy to
provide military support for Libya so as to
combat the Islamic State (IS).

The strategy, at these difficult circum-
stances, is badly needed for Libya so as to
counter IS, the council said in a final com-
munique following the meeting held to
discuss the dangerous developments
Libya is witnessing. The communique
urged the Arab countries to necessarily
implement the UN Security Council reso-
lution 2,214, mainly the items calling on
the UN member states to support Libya
in its war against terrorism in order to
maintain security and stability there. The
council expressed relief for the continua-
tion of holding rounds of Libya’s national
dialogue in Geneva in line with the UN-
brokered initiative, urging all Libyan par-
ties to be resilient, put the country’s
interest ahead of anything else and form
quickly a government of national unity,
the communique noted.

The council also called on the interna-
tional community to support the Libyan
government so as to face violations and
massacres committed by IS against civil-
ians in Sirte city, it said.

The council reaffirmed the necessity
of respecting the unity and sovereignty
of Libya, maintaining its territorial integri-
ty, continuing national dialogue, discard-
ing violence and supporting the current

political process in Morocco’s Skhirat city,
it pointed out.

Military support
Earlier today, Arab League Secretary

General Nabil Al-Araby stressed the Arab
military support for Libya’s army, up on its
request, and internationally recognized
government to counter terrorist groups,
mainly IS. The request submitted Tuesday
by Libya’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Al-
Dairy on providing support for the coun-
try†goes in harmony with the resolutions
of the Arab summits and Arab Foreign
Ministers’ meetings, Araby said in a speech
during the meeting at the level of perma-
nent delegates to Arab League.

“We back the request calling for an
immediate intervention to save Libya and
protect its territories from the terrorist
organizations,” Araby said, expressing his
regret that Arab support for the country is
insufficient and under expectations.

On Syria, the Arab League chief strong-
ly condemned the random airstrikes that
target civilians across the country, refer-
ring to the recent airstrikes carried out by
the regime troops against residents in
Duma city that killed scores of people. He
called for stopping these airstrikes imme-
diately, expressing his hope that the cur-
rent international and Arab efforts and
contacts would lead to a political solution
to the Syrian crisis in accordance with the
Geneva I document.

Separately, the Arab League stressed

Tuesday the necessity of activating the
economic boycotting of Israeli goods in
support of the steadfastness of Palestinian
people in the face of the Israeli violations
in Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque.

The boycott is a political message that
shows the rejection of violations of the
international law, the United National
Charter and the international resolutions,
Assistant Secretary-General of the Arab
League for Palestine and Occupied Arab
Territories Affairs Mohammad Subeih said.

Subieih made the statement during
the 89th meeting of the communication
officers of the regional offices for boy-
cotting Israel.

The meeting is held amid difficult cir-
cumstances at the Arab and international
levels, he said, adding that this requires
concerted efforts to boost the steadfast-
ness of Palestinians in the face of the viola-
tions of the Israeli occupation forces.

Boycotting the Israeli goods is grow-
ing across the globe, he added, stressing
that the need to buy Arab goods as a
base to build economy of the Arab
nation. He called for promoting commu-
nications among the Arab countries per-
taining to boycotting Israel until it stops
the exercises of extremism, expressing
his appreciation to the European boycott
of the Israeli goods. Representatives from
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, UAE, Iraq,
Lebanon, Sudan, Morocco, Palestine,
Oman, Yemen and others are participat-
ing in the meeting. — KUNA

Arab League calls for strategy
to help Libya counter terrorism


