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KUWAIT: The Criminal Court ordered the
amendment of the description for charges
against 11 defendants in the Imam Al-Sadeq
Mosque bombing case, and adjourned the
closing arguments until the August 8 and
September 1 sessions. The sixth session of the
trial was resumed yesterday, chaired by Judge
Mohammad Al-Duaij. 

The court accused defendants from 1 to 11
of deliberate murder, joining the Islamic State
(IS), attempted murder of the people injured
in the attack, harming Kuwait and national
unity. The court also amended the charges of
defendants from 12 to 28 because they knew
about the crime and helped the first defen-
dant to escape.

Testimony
The hearing started by listening to the civil

defense lawyers, and hearing the testimony of
witnesses mentioned by the lawyer of the
seventh defendant Jarrah Al-Nimer. The civil
defense lawyer told the judge that several
accused women in the case have formed a
group on a social media app called ‘Al-Balabel.’
He pointed to their conversation before the
terrorist attack took place, in which they said
that “something dangerous will take place in
the country.”

Meanwhile,  civil  defense lawyer
Abdelmohsen Al-Qattan said that all the
crime constituents are available against the
defendants, adding that it is clear from the
prosecution investigation’s minutes and state-
ments of state security officers, as well as the

defendant’s confession in front of the court
that he deliberately committed the crime, and
that he first monitored the mosque and
selected it, he was the one who received the
explosives belt, kept it in his car, then received
the person who blew himself up and hosted
him in his house. The defendant further
helped the suicide bomber wear the explo-
sive belt, bought the necessary batteries for
the device, then gave him a ride on the same
day of the explosion to the mosque, knowing
about his intention to blow up the mosque
and the worshippers inside. Qattan said the
evidence evaluation as far as each defendant
is concerned is that of the court alone, and
that the court is free to form its conviction
according to its evaluation.

In the meantime, Civil defense lawyer Ali

Al-Ali said the defendants gave no regard to
Islam’s teachings in violating laws and cus-
toms, as they joined a satanic ideology and
organization, so they attacked innocents
while praying at one of Allah’s worship places.
Ali said the youngest martyr is Mohammad
Al-Jafar, who had his dreams with his family,
but terrorism kil led him along with his
dreams. This satanic IS ideology, want to sell
women in markets, and violate them under
the ‘Jihad Al-Nikah.’ He said they killed the
innocent, and did not have mercy on people;
being elderly, youth or children. They also
caused extensive injury to more than 200 per-
sons, he added.

Extreme sentences
The Public Prosecution had demanded

extreme sentences against the defendants in
the last session, where the prosecution’s rep-
resentative had presented thorough details
on case number 40/2015. In addition, the rep-
resentative had provided visual evidence on
the role of the 29 defendants in the blast,
including hiding vital evidence and helping
the first defendant Abdulrahman Sabah Aidan
to escape.

The court had held its first session on the
case on August 4th, to look into the cases pre-
sented against seven Kuwaiti defendants, five
Saudis, three Pakistanis, 13 illegal residents
and one fugitive with unidentified nationality.
The Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque in Kuwait City was
attacked by a suicide bomber on June 26th
during Friday prayer in Ramadan. The attack
killed 26 people and injured 227.

Court amends charges against 11 defendants in mosque blast case
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KUWAIT: Customs General Department officers confiscat-
ed nearly 1,350 bottles of liquor that were smuggled in a
refrigerated apple container coming from the United Arab
Emirates. The container had arrived at the Shuwaikh Port
yesterday. An investigation was opened to identify and
arrest the shipment’s importers.

Marijuana busted
Customs officers at Kuwait International Airport foiled

an Asian man’s attempt to smuggle nearly three kilograms
of marijuana. A female inspector had suspicions about a
passenger who arrived from his country, so his luggage
was searched and the drugs were found in frozen meat, a
light bulb and dates. The man was sent to Drugs Control
General Department (DCGD) for further action.

Officer’s death due to overdose
Following up on a case concerning the death of a police

officer inside his car, the public prosecution decided that
his death was due to drug use after receiving the coroner’s
report. Bayan police recently received a call about a person
in police uniform in his car in Mishref co-op society’s park-
ing lot, and found that the dead man, who is of Gulf
nationality, had material thought to contain drugs with
him. The coroner recovered the body.

Suicide attempt
A Kuwaiti woman was taken to Mubarak Hospital for

treatment of fractures she sustained after falling from the
second floor of a cafe in Salmiya. The woman will be ques-
tioned in an attempted suicide case filed against her fol-
lowing investigations.

Stalked
A police patrol arrested a citizen in his thirties and took

him to Riggae police station for encouraging vice acts. A
citizen told police that his wife called him and said some-

one was following her and was trying to give her his num-
ber. Police was waiting for him at her house and arrested
him.

Traffic violations 
Patrols of security monitoring cameras issued 90 traffic

violations for expired insurance and impounded five want-
ed cars. Four abandoned cars were removed.

1,350 liquor bottles

busted at Shuwaikh port

KUWAIT: Several palm trees were
cut down in Jamal Abdul-Nasser
Park in Rawdah where a large space
is to being prepared to build a
building. Residents in the area have
noticed that the trees were
chopped down using axes instead
of being transported, while they all
were in good condition before they
were cut down. The exact reason
why the trees were cut, whether the
space where they used to be is actu-
ally going to be used for a construc-
tion project and to whom this proj-
ect belongs could not immediately
be known. Residents in the area
demand intervention from local
agricultural authorities to stop con-
struction building in the Jamal
Abdul-Nasser Park or any other park
in Kuwait.

Trees cut down in Rawdah park
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KUWAIT: Smoking inside shopping
malls, shops, ministries and even hos-
pitals was common in Kuwait, as in
many other countries. But with the
discovery of tobacco’s harm to smok-
ers and to others as well, govern-
ments started to issue regulations to
limit this by banning smoking in most
public places. Today it is not axiomatic
that you cannot smoke on board a
plane, which was allowed until the
1990s. And the smoking prohibition in
some places, which have become
common since maybe 20 years in
many countries, was not applied in
Kuwait, until just recently. 

During the past few years, people
avoid smoking in the shopping malls
especially those who are travelling as
they got used to not smoking in pub-
lic places. Rarely do we see a guy,
especially a teenager smoking in the
mall, even if there are no visible ‘No
Smoking’ sign. Thus, it is known that
smoking is prohibited.

Smoking room
Apart from the cafes, the Avenues

Mall for instance set a smoking room
inside the mall to give the smokers a

chance to smoke without bothering
the non-smokers. Some smokers are
using it, while there are few who just
ignore it and simply smoke next to it. 

Serious sanctions
It may sound weird, but many peo-

ple still smoke inside some ministries’
offices or other public authorities’
buildings. Most places already placed
visible signs banning smoking, but
some people just ignore it. 

As a positive step, the Director of
the Labor Department of Mubarak Al-
Kabeer issued a regulation banning
smoking at the whole department
and set a smoking room there to elim-
inate smoking in its premises. If such
act was spread in other departments
and places, this would encourage
more smokers to avoid bothering oth-
ers with their smoking.

In the medical sector, the smokers’
attitude moved towards refraining
from smoking. The private medical
clinic used to let patients smoke in the
waiting rooms, but now such freedom
is no longer available. I t wasn’t
strange to see people smoking inside
hospitals in Kuwait, but now, such act
is not seen. The Ministry of Health pre-
viously set serious sanction against

smokers in hospitals, which helped
since smokers avoided smoking in
these places.

Price as a deterrent
Increasing the price of tobacco was

an international pressing act to
decrease the number of smokers,
especially among the young ones, so
it would be more difficult for them to
buy cigarettes. People can also notice
that supermarkets selling cigarettes
are respecting the prohibition of sell-
ing it to youngsters in Kuwait, which
was not widely applied few years ago,
although this is very common in
Europe or the States due to the high
penalty set for the violating sellers. 

In the present time, almost all the
airports in the world banned smoking
in its places, and applied the idea of
smoking rooms, although there are
some that don’t provide this option.
The Kuwait International Airport as
well applied the smoking ban many
years ago, yet the ban was not
respected by many smokers, including
officers working at the airport. But
after giving tickets to the violators
and publishing it in the press, people
became careful not to break the rules
and now use the smoking room. 

‘Smoking rooms’ and the

smoking attitudes in Kuwait

4.1 magnitude quake in Kuwait

Soldier accidentally shoots self
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A 4.1 magnitude earthquake

was registered yesterday at the north-
ern parts of Kuwait. The tremor took
place at 2:26 pm local time on a depth

of 4.0 km, said scientist Farah Al-Jerri,
who is in charge of follow up at the
Kuwait National Seismic Network of
the Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR). Some people around
Kuwait have felt the tremor.

Accidental shooting
A bedoon (stateless) soldier died

after he accidentally shot himself at
Al-Shaheed Brigade, according to pre-
liminary investigations. Further inves-
tigations are ongoing in the case.

Care workers to strike
Workers at the juveniles’ care

homes in the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor intend to carry out a strike
as the nature of their work clash with
the fingerprint system of employees’
admission. The workers also protest
that allowances they had requested
were not approved, said sources.

Truck ban
Kuwait Ports Authority issued a

decision to ban trucks from parking in
Shuwaikh port’s grounds.

The green spot on Kuwait’s map showing the location where the tremor
was detected. 


