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KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanem warned against the dangers of the
current security situation in Kuwait, especially
after the discovery of a terrorist cell and a large
arsenal of weapons.

Kuwaitis are capable of defeating these ter-
rorist attempts aiming to destroy their country,
as they share a strong sense of unity and
nationalism, Ghanem said yesterday in a press
statement. Kuwait will take extreme measures
against all those involved in the incident in or
out of the country, be it individuals, groups, or
other countries, the Speaker stressed.

Meanwhile, Ghanem noted that the gov-
ernment will provide full details and thorough
information on the terrorist group including
their links and supporters, once the investiga-
tions were complete. He called on all cate-
gories of society to unite against these plots
targeting Kuwait’s security and stability and
avoid religious extremism, adding that terror-

ism has no religion, country, or identity.
Ghanem warned against any speech that

would incite sectarian strife and discord within
Kuwaiti society. The National Assembly
Speaker said that setting an umbrella term for
terrorism and including specific sects or eth-
nicities under certain categories was a wrong-
ful act, adding that terrorism is not represent-
ed by any certain portion of society.

Painting a certain sect with a wide brush
and blaming individual groups of wreaking
havoc  are  ac ts  incompat ib le  with  the
Kuwait i  const itut ion’s  ar t ic le  33 which
states  that  “penal t y  i s  personal ,” sa id
Ghanem. He thanked the MPs for their vital,
announced and unannounced, efforts in
keeping with notions of national unity,
adding that the National Assembly wil l
work with all state bodies specifically the
security forces to defend Kuwait from any
harm. — KUNA

Kuwaitis united against terrorist plots
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s prominent contri-
butions to the humanitarian field had
an international impact and recogni-
tion, as the UN celebrates the World
Humanitarian Day today. Kuwait had
been providing humanitarian aid all
over the world ahead of its independ-
ence. However, the contributions and
efforts had strongly developed since
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah came
into position in 2006.

His Highness, who was awarded
the title of ‘Humanitarian Leader’ by
the UN, had taken the responsibility
to aid people in natural disaster-struck
countries such as Somalia, Turkey,
Japan and the Philippines. Meanwhile,
Kuwait also played a huge role in eas-
ing the suffering of those living in
conflict-struck countries in the Arab
World, including Syria, Yemen, Iraq
and Palestine. The country also held
three donors conferences for Syria,
which resulted in pledges of $300 mil-
lion in the first conference in 2013,
$500 million in 2014 and $500 million
in 2015. Kuwaiti charity organizations
including the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) and the International
Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO)
had been continuously delivering aid
to Syrian refugees in Jordan and
Lebanon. 

Palestinian cause
As for the Palestinian cause, Kuwait

had also been delivering humanitari-
an aid to provide citizens with their
basic needs amidst Israeli siege and
war. Moreover, His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

had donated $34 million for the
United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNR-
WA) in January 2009 to develop its
role. Kuwait had also donated $200
million for the Palestinian govern-
ment for the next five years in March
2009, as part of the plan to recon-
struct Gaza after the Israeli war.

In 2012, the country had signed an
agreement with the World Bank to
contribute $50 million to the
Palestinian program for reform and
reconstruction affiliated with the
bank. In addition, Kuwait had organ-
ized many humanitarian aid cam-
paigns to aid people in Yemen, as the
war had waged in the country.

As for natural disasters aid, Kuwait
had donated $10 million for
Bangladesh which was struck by a tor-
nado in November 2007. Meanwhile,
it had also aided Japan with five mil-
lion oil barrel (worth about $500 mil-
lion) upon the destructive tsunami
earthquake that struck the country in
March 2011. In July 2012, Kuwait had
delivered humanitarian aid worth $10
million to Somalia to aid people suf-
fering from famine and drought.

In 2012, the country had donated
$250,000 for victims of Turkey’s earth-
quake. Moreover, it had provided $10
million to the Philippines, suffering
the aftermath of a devastating torna-
do in 2014, while also contributing $5
million to the World Health
Organization (WHO) to fight the Ebola
virus in the same year.

Social assistances
As the celebration for the World

Humanitarian Day begins today,
Kuwait continues its efforts globally
and locally to help the needy under
the guidelines set by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. Providing help for to about
50,000 people in Kuwait, the Ministry
of Social Affairs and Labor had
launched a new service to provide
social assistances. The ministry
launched an automated system for
social assistance aimed at shortening
the period for paperwork to two days
which in turn would help the needy
and social affairs benefactors to
receive aid as soon as possible.

Minister of Social Affairs and Labor
Hind Al-Subaih said meanwhile that
Kuwait is one of the most countries
interested in sponsoring humanitari-
an aid, locally and internationally.
Subaih, who is also Minister of State
for Planning and Development, added
that Kuwait’s engagement in various
philanthropic activities across the
globe earned it the UN honoring of

‘Humanitarian Center ’ and His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as
‘Humanitarian Leader.’ The minister
pointed out that Kuwait always strives
to organize and support humanitarian
aid to be delivered in a timely manner
to those who needs it, especially eld-
erly, orphans and individuals of spe-
cial needs. 

Rebuilding societies
Humanitarian aid is considered a

cross-continents cry for rebuilding
underprivileged societies and for
relieving aftermaths of natural and
man-made disasters, IICO Chairman
Dr Abdullah Al-Maatouq stressed
yesterday. The World Humanitarian
Day is celebrated to recognize aid
workers who have lost their lives in
the course of their  duty,  said
Maatouq, who is  also Kuwait ’s
Humanitarian Envoy to the UN.

It is also an opportunity to spread
awareness on how aid workers put

their lives under the fire to bring
back life to crises-torn nations and to
provide better futures for them. An
estimated 110 million people around
the world are in need of humanitari-
an help, he said, adding the Arab
world alone has witnessed an unset-
tling increase of refugees due to war
in Syria, Palestine and Yemen.

As natural and man-made disas-
ters are on the rise every year,
Maatouq pointed out that there is a
need to recruit more philanthropic
volunteers and workers safeguarded
by their rights to be protected while
carrying out their duties towards the
disaster-stricken people. He added
that Kuwait has left a huge imprint for
the world to see in regards to helping
others. This dedication to philan-
thropic activities earned His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah a UN honor of naming
him as a ‘Humanitarian Leader’ and
Kuwait as a ‘Humanitarian Center.’

Kuwaiti help has reached many
parts of the world. On the Arab coun-
tries front, the Gulf nation showed
support to the Syrians by holding a
UN-sponsored donors’ conference to
raise funds to help the Syrian
refugees due to war in their home-
land, and allocating $200 million to
rebuild Iraq and $100 million for
Yemen. On the international arena,
Kuwait has extended a helping hand
to Pakistan, Turkey, the Philippines,
Indonesia,  Mauritania,  Somalia,
Benin, Niger, and Mali.

KRCS
In celebration of the World

Humanitarian Day, the KRCS contin-
ues to provide aid and assistance to
people in the region and the world
under the guidelines of the Kuwaiti
leadership. In recent years the KRCS
focused its efforts on those affected
by the Syrian crisis that erupted in
2011. In this regard, Chairman of the
KRCS Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said that the
assembly has stepped up its efforts
and humanitarian relief to the Syrian
refugees in neighboring countries
such as Jordan and Lebanon since
the start of the crisis. The humanitari-
an aids delivered to the Syrian
refugees by the KRCS came upon
direction of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Sayer said.

The KRCS has worked in the
implementation of many relief activi-
ties to help refugees in Jordan and
Lebanon at a cost of $20 million,
Sayer said.  He stressed that this
humanitarian duty required every-
one to provide all aspects of support
and assistance to the Syrians and to
stand by them in this crisis they are
going through. He also stressed the
full readiness of the Assembly to
meet the different needs of Syrian
refugees. The World Humanitarian
Day is a celebration to honor person-
nel and groups who are working to
better the status of humans world-
wide. It marks the day on which the
then Special Representative of the
Secretary-General to Iraq, Sergio
Vieira de Mello and 21 of his col-
leagues were killed in the bombing
of the UN Headquarters in Baghdad
in 2003. —KUNA

Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) delivers relief aid to Syrian refugees.

Kuwait humanitarian efforts of strong international impact
Social assistances service launched
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NEW YORK: A number of officials at the UN
praised Kuwait’s contributions to the inter-
national organization, naming Kuwait as a
valuable strategic partner especially within
the humanitarian domain. The State of
Kuwait is a key strategic partner for the
United Nations on humanitarian issues and
it is a world class humanitarian center,
Stephane Dujarric, the spokesman of the
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, told
KUNA.

Dujarric said that Kuwait is considered
among the leading contributors to the UN
funds, programs, and agencies. Following
the global humanitarian efforts exerted by
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at the humanitari-
an level, the UN celebrated this effort by
naming His Highness as a “global humani-
tarian leader who generously demonstrates
outstanding leadership and extraordinary
compassion for his fellow human beings
enduring difficult circumstances,” Dujarric
said.

Over the last four years, with the terrible
humanitarian tragedies across the Middle
East, said Ban’s spokesman, affirming that
Kuwait has shown exemplary humanitarian
leadership in supporting these operations.
“At a time when so many of our appeals are
under-funded, it is good to know we can
count on Kuwait’s generosity,” he said.

Therefore, the Secretary General thanks
His Highness the Amir for his continued
humanitarian support and urges more
States in the world to come forward with
assistance. “With so many grave emergen-
cies happening simultaneously, such soli-
darity and generosity is needed more than
ever,” he concluded.

Leadership role
On the same issue, the Assistant

Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and
Director of its Regional Bureau for Arab
States, Sima Bahous said that Kuwait, has
taken a prominent leadership role in the
global humanitarian effort and this has
been acknowledged by the UN through the
honoring of His Highness the Amir as a
humanitarian leader.

Bahous noted that ‘Inspiring the World’s
Humanity,’ is this year’s theme commemo-
rating the World Humanitarian Day, cele-
brated today. She added that a humanitari-
an center, Kuwait is an inspiration to the
world community.

In a similar statement, President of the
General Assembly Sam Kutesa welcomed
the positive engagement of Kuwait with the
UN and in particular with the General
Assembly, noting that Kuwait has made an
important contribution in the elaboration
of the sustainable development agenda,

which will be adopted by Heads of State
and Government this September in New
York. President Kutesa commended Kuwait
for its leadership in a number of areas that
are high on the United Nations’ agenda,
including in the humanitarian field. “These
efforts have been instrumental in mobiliz-
ing critical resources for humanitarian assis-
tance to those in need,” he said.

Sovereign directives
Also providing his insight, Kuwait

Permanent Representative to the UN,
Ambassador Mansour Ayyad Al-Otaibi said
that that his country played a major role in
humanitarian field worldwide, due to sover-
eign directives.

The “internationally prestigious” status
Kuwait has from initiatives launched by His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al -Sabah in several
regional and international conferences, he
added. He added that Kuwait had con-
tributed this year a sum of $800 million in
total for Syria, Iraq and Yemen to improve
the humanitarian conditions. “Kuwait con-
tinues to provide assistance and support to
countries in need as a consistent approach
in its foreign policy,” Ambassador Otaibi
stressed.

Kuwait had taken appropriate stances,
and hosted three International
Humanitarian Pledging Conferences for
Syria, a country plagued by a crisis entering
its fifth year, said Otaibi, adding that “such
conferences underscored the humanitarian
role of the Kuwaiti foreign policy.”

Bilateral pledges
In recent months, Kuwait has announced

bilateral pledges for vital humanitarian
assistance and support for resilience and
development in Iraq ($200 million), Yemen
($100 million) as well as a program for
reconstruction of the Gaza Strip ($200 mil-
lion), to be administered through the
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development. Kuwait’s commitment to
supporting the victims of humanitarian dis-
asters is not limited to the countries of its
own region but was extended other areas in
Central African Republic, the Philippines,
the Pacific Ocean countries and others.

Among the generous and compassion-
ate support extended includes the three
donor pledging conferences for Syria host-
ed by Kuwait over the past three years that
have raised around $7.5 billion to enable
the United Nations and its partners to pro-
vide essential relief to the victims of the
conflict and support the resilience of the
Syrian people and those in neighboring
countries. Kuwait has donated $1.3 billion,
in addition to the considerable energies
required to host the events. —KUNA

Kuwait strategic partner
to the UN: officials

Kuwait condemns occupation
of UAE embassy in Yemen

KUWAIT: Kuwait condemned yester-
day the Houthi group’s occupation of
the UAE embassy in Yemen. A state-
ment by the foreign ministry said
that the act was of violation for to all
international laws and norms con-
nected with diplomacy. It is a clear
violation to the 1961 Vienna
Convention on diplomatic relations,
said the statement which called on
the Houthis to withdraw from the
embassy.

Occupation
The United Arab Emirates had

condemned the “occupation” of its
embassy in Sanaa by Yemen’s Iran-
backed Huthi rebels, the foreign min-

istry said in a statement demanding
their immediate exit from the com-
pound. The embassy takeover comes
as Yemeni loyalists backed by the
UAE and Saudi Arabia continue
advances against rebels in several
southern provinces as well as in third
city Taez, seen as a gateway to the
rebel-held capital.

“This act is further evidence that
the group that committed this attack
does not show any regard or respect
for international conventions and
diplomatic norms, as it practices the
law of the jungle,” said a statement
published late Monday by the official
WAM news agency. It “condemned in
the strongest possible terms” the

rebel storming of the embassy, which
it said took place on Sunday. The for-
eign ministry “stressed that the occu-
pation of the embassy and the evic-
tion of its staff will not deter the
UAE’s support for the restoration of
stability to sisterly Yemen.”

The six-nation Gulf Cooperation
Council, of which the UAE is a mem-
ber, also released a statement con-
demning the “cowardly act.” The
Huthi rebels, allied with troops loyal
to former president Ali Abdullah
Saleh, seized the Yemeni capital in
September last year. They consolidat-
ed their grip on power in February,
prompting an exodus of foreign
diplomats from the capital.

Violation
The State of Qatar also expressed

its condemnation to the occupation
of the UAE embassy in Yemen by the
Houthi group. According to the Qatar
News Agency (QNA), a statement by
the Foreign Ministry said that the
occupation of the embassy is consid-
ered a violation of all international
laws focusing on protecting diplo-
matic missions. The ministry called in
the statement for the Houthi group
to evacuate the building and relin-
quish control over it.

Meanwhile, Arab League
Secretary General Dr Nabil Al-Araby
condemned the Houthi militias’ occu-
pation of the UAE embassy in Yemen,

deeming the act as a violation of
international diplomacy. In a state-
ment, Araby said that the Houthis’
action was overstepping internation-
al laws and norms. He affirmed that
the act was a violation to the Vienna
treaty on the security and safety of
diplomatic missions. He called on the
Houthis to withdraw from the UAE
diplomatic mission’s grounds,
stressed that the group would be
held responsible to any harm that
might be inflicted on the members of
the embassy’s staff.

Fighting
The UAE shut its embassy in Sanaa

and announced it would open anoth-
er in southern city Aden, which was
later the scene of intense fighting
between local government support-
ers and the rebels before loyalists
retook the city in mid-July. I t is
unclear how many employees were
at the Sanaa embassy and if it had
been operational when it was
stormed. 

Saudi-owned newspaper Al-Hayat
has reported that 1,500 troops, most of
them from the UAE, had entered Aden
in support of loyalists. Official Emirati
media says that six UAE soldiers have
so far been killed in incidents linked to
the Yemen fighting. The UAE is also
part of a Saudi-led coalition that
launched an air war against the rebels
on March 26. — Agencies

TAEZ: A picture shows buildings heavily damaged by fighting between
government loyalists and rebels in Yemen’s third city Taez on August
17, 2015. — AFP


