
The Palace of Ahmad Bey is situated in the heart of
the ancient Al-Kasabah district in the Algerian
city of Constantine, the 2015 Arab Culture Capital.

It narrates times of the Ottomans’ rule. Rashid Amghar,
a researcher at Constantine University, said in remarks
to Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that the palace was
built in 1825 and served as headquarters of the
Ottoman rule of Algeria. The Ottomans however did
not enjoy using the palace for a long time because it
was occupied by the French colonialists. Currently,
authorities have allotted $500 million to renovate the

rock-topped palace. It contains two floors. There are
121 chambers and 500 doors and gates at the ground
floor. Wooden windows are adorned and colored in
green, red and white.

The mother of the late Ottoman ruler, Ahmad Bey, its
builder, is remembered with a huge chamber named
after her. Now, it is a Mecca for many tourists who enjoy
touring the ornamented palace as well as the sites in
the ancient city, also known as the city of bridges. Bey is
a title used during the Turkish Empire times-like other
titles such as efendi, pasha and hanem. —KUNA
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Ahmad Majdi Shihab and Dorsaf Al-
Hashimi Jabsi were married in a ceremo-
ny that was attended by family mem-

bers and friends. We wish the newly weds all
the best.

Greetings

The Dubai Court has imposed a fine
of AED 50,000 on a distributor of
UKTV Abroad packages, an unli-

censed and unauthorized IPTV (Internet
Protocol Television) service in the UAE, in
a significant ruling that will support the
fight against digital piracy.

Following a copyright infringement
complaint filed by OSN against the mer-
chant, the Dubai Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) conducted a raid on
the provider and presented evidence

before the court. The court ordered that
all the digital set-top boxes/decoders
confiscated from the vendor be
destroyed. The dealer, a British national,
can appeal the ruling within 10 days.

Lately, there has been increased pro-
liferation of illegal IPTV services in the
country through platforms such as UKTV
Abroad, IP888 TV, Prime TV and Expat TV.
OSN and the authorities have stepped up
measures to make the public aware and
clamp down on illegal operators.

David Butorac, Chief Executive Officer
of OSN, said: “This is a major victory in
our fight against the new and evolving
forms of television piracy. It reiterates
that distributing and accessing illegal
IPTV services is a crime punishable by
law. The court ruling will serve as a deter-
rent for other such providers and also
help strengthen awareness among the
public about IPTV piracy. 

“The UAE’s TV industry is rich and var-
ied with several providers offering legal

access to high quality Western content.
Illegal IPTV services affect providers who
are investing significantly in bringing
such content and causing loss to the
economy.”

The fight against illegal IPTV services
has been further fortified with govern-
mental agencies adopting sophisticated
equipment to locate law-breaking ven-
dors effortlessly. The authorities have
urged the public to be cautious in using
such illegal services as accessing content

is also prohibited by UAE law. 
OSN has been leading efforts to curb

TV piracy through its ‘Do the Right Thing’
campaign. Raids have been carried out in
all seven emirates predominantly to curb
the illegal distribution of Dish TV servic-
es. Several unauthorized operators have
been fined, shops closed and equipment
confiscated. For more information,
please visit:
www.dotherightthingme.com

Dubai Court slaps fine on UKTV Abroad services’ distributor

FOCC (Friends of CRY Club) is proud to
announce the calendar for the upcoming
events for the year 2015-16. CRYchess: Nov

13, 2015; CRYwalk (Abassiya) Nov 27, 2015;
CRYwalk (Mahboula) Dec 18, 2015; CRYwalk
(Salmiya) Jan 22, 2016; CRYcket Apr 08, 2016. All
the events take place on Friday. Notices and press
releases will be issued approximately one month
in advance. But don’t wait! Get yourselves in gear,
right away. For more information and inquiries
contact the following numbers -  99364073,
99578073, 66810338, 97990162, 66204295.

FOCC Calendar

2015-16

As part of TSC’s ongoing commitment to the Kuwait
community, TSC Sharq branch recently hosted a
group of summer students from Safiee Home

Science Centre. Upon their visit, school students of various
ages were given a personal tour of the TSC Sharq store by
the Sharq Management team where they learned about

the multiple food products and their country of origin.
Accompanied by their teachers, students were

informed of the variety of healthy items available at the
TSC store that range from fruits and vegetables, to spices
and oils, to honey, and other categories of nutritious food
and fresh produce including a section of organic products.

Commenting on the educational initiative, Marketing
manager Lisa Al-Ghareeb said, “We wanted to give stu-
dents the opportunity to learn more about the prod-
ucts they consume and from where their food is
sourced. It’s a good chance for the youth to be aware of
the healthy options offered at TSC to promote healthier

nutrition and a healthier lifestyle in a fun and informa-
tive way.”

TSC is committed to supporting educational oppor-
tunities across its countries of operation and encour-
ages school students of various ages to visit throughout
the year to learn about TSC operations.

The Sultan Center hosts summer students at TSC Sharq Store

Algeria renovates palace built during Ottoman rule

The Palace of Ahmed Bey in Constantine, Algeria. Reception hall at the Palace of Ahmad Bey.

A traditional costume worn by the late Ottoman
ruler Ahmad Bey.

The corridors of the Palace of Ahmad Bey in Constantine, Algeria.


