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MONTREAL: Tournament winner Andy Murray (right) of Britain chats with his opponent Novak Djokovic of Serbia during ceremonies following the men’s final at the Rogers Cup tennis tournament. — AP

MONTREAL: Andy Murray recorded his first win over
Novak Djokovic in more than two years on Sunday,
beating the world number one 6-4 4-6 6-3 in the final of
the Rogers Cup.

Murray snapped an eight-match losing streak to
Djokovic with his first win over the Serb since the 2013
Wimbledon final, then dedicated the victory to his
coach Amelie Mauresmo, who gave birth to a baby boy
earlier in the day.

“I’m not sure she will have stayed up to watch this
one but, Amelie, this one’s for you,” Murray said. The
Scotsman climbed a spot to number two in the world
rankings after capturing his fourth title of the year in a
major boost to his confidence ahead of the U.S. Open,

starting in New York at the end of the month. Djokovic
suffered just his fourth loss this year and his first in a
Masters Series finals since falling to Roger Federer in
Cincinnati in 2012.

“Andy is deservedly a winner today on the court,”
Djokovic said. “I thought what made the difference was
his serve and my serve. I didn’t serve well the first set
and a half.

“But not taking anything away from him, from his
victory. He deserved it. He stepped in, played some
great shots. Most of all the moments when he needed
to, he served very, very well.”

Murray got the decisive break in the second game of
the final set but had to survive an 18-minute service

game to consolidate his lead in the fifth game before
claiming his third title on the Canadian hardcourts, and
first since 2010.

“We’ve played many matches like that, especially in
grand slams,” Murray said. “If this was the U.S. Open,
we’d have to play another couple of sets like that, which
isn’t easy. “He’s obviously one of the best returners in
the world and he obviously has a lot of confidence to
stand and fight right to the end, so you have to play
right to the end of the match and weather the storms
when they come, and I managed to that today.”

Born just a week apart, Murray and Djokovic have
known each other since they were children, attending
the same training camps and competing against each

other in junior events.
Fierce rivals on the court, the pair embraced at the

net after a three-hour battle of attrition that left both
men exhausted as courtside temperatures reached 40C.

“Everybody wants me and Novak to dislike each oth-
er and people always try to stir things up between us,”
Murray said. “It’s impossible to be extremely close when
we’re playing in these sorts of matches because it’s so
mentally challenging and physically demanding and
you need to try to still have that competitive edge as
well. “But it’s not easy, not only because we get on but
because he’s bloody good, he’s number one in the
world and he hasn’t lost in a Masters Series this year. To
win against him is extremely tough.” — Reuters

Murray ends drought against Djokovic

BERNE: Rank outsiders Skenderbeu and
distant Astana will line-up alongside tradi-
tional powers such as Manchester United,
Valencia and Bayer Leverkusen as the
Champions League playoffs get under
way with first legs this week.

With millions of euros’ revenue, plus
the prestige of a place in the group stage
at stake, the playoffs often serve up more
drama and tension than the group stage
itself. The outcome can also have a signifi-
cant impact on the rest of the season for
clubs who miss out on the group stage
windfall.

Italy’s Napoli never really recovered last
season from their defeat to Athletic Bilbao
one year ago. They eventually limped in
fifth in Serie A, well short of expectations
and outside the Champions League
places, and coach Rafael Benitez left the
club at the end of the season, although
subsequently landed on his feet when he
was appointed by Real Madrid.

For teams such as former European
champions Manchester United, who
raked in 32 million euros ($35.54 million)
from their last group stage appearance in
2013/14, getting through the playoffs is
considered little more than an obligation.

Even so, with United still getting into
their stride, their tie against Belgians Club
Bruges is anything than a formality.
“Bruges are a good side, they reached the
quarter-finals of the Europa League and
finished second in the Belgian League last
season,” said Louis Van Gaal when the
draw was made.

Van Gaal’s side, absent from the group
stage last term for the first time in 19 sea-

sons, are facing the uncertainties of the
playoff round for the first time since 2005,
when they overcame Hungary’s Debrecen
6-0 on aggregate.

United, who host the first leg on
Tuesday, have never been knocked out in
the Champions League qualifying rounds
and have won four of their side meetings
against Belgian opponents.

Valencia, who have spent more than
100 million euros on transfers in the close
season, host last season’s quarter-finalists
Monaco on Wednesday as they attempt to
return to the group stage after a two-sea-
son absence.

In the other top tie, Italy’s Lazio, who
have not played in the group stage since
2007-08, host Bundesliga outfit Bayer
Leverkusen on Tuesday.

Sporting host CSKA Moscow on
Tuesday in a repeat of the 2005 UEFA Cup
final which the Russians won while Rapid
Vienna, who stunned Ajax Amsterdam in
the previous round, host group stage reg-
ulars Shakhtar Donetsk on Wednesday.

Skenderbeu, aiming to become the
first Albanian side to reach the group
stage, host more experienced Dinamo
Zagreb, Croatian champions for the last 10
years on Wednesday.

Their hopes of a historic win lie large-
ly on the shoulders of striker Hamdi
Salihi who has scored five goals in four
qualifiers this season. Kazakhstan could
also be represented for the first time if
Astana can overcame Cypriot champions
APOEL, who must make a 7,000 kilome-
tre round trip to Central Asia for the first
leg today. — Reuters

Millions to play 
for in CL playoffsTORONTO: Swiss teenager Belinda Bencic capped a brilliant run to the

Rogers Cup title on Sunday when a distressed second seed Simona
Halep retired from the final after losing the first three games of the third
set. Bencic needed nearly two hours and 30 minutes on a sweltering cen-
tre court to see off a determined Halep 7-6(5) 6-7(4) 3-0 and claim the
biggest title of her young career, putting down a marker as a player to
watch at the upcoming U.S.  Open.

The 18-year-old’s Rogers Cup debut was a memorable one as Bencic’s
drive to the title included a stunning semi-final upset of world number
one Williams and two former number ones in fourth seed Caroline
Wozniacki and fifth seed Ana Ivanovic.

“I’m really sorry it had to end like this, I am really sorry for Simona, I
hope she will be fine for the next tournament,” said Bencic, the first Swiss
woman to reach the final of the Rogers Cup since her mentor Martina
Hingis in 2006.

“For me it has been an incredible week, I cannot believe it. A win is a
win and I had to fight really hard today.” It was Bencic’s second title in
two months, following her breakthrough win at the Aegon International
on grass in England in June. She arrived in Toronto ranked 20th in the
world. Halep produced a gutsy effort but the Romanian appeared in
trouble right from the start as she struggled with the heat and a sore left
thigh that required treatment throughout the match, including a med-
ical time out when medical staff checked her blood pressure.

“In the first set I felt a little bit muscle and then it was going to the
knee and in the second set I felt bad, like stomach cramps and dizzy and
stuff like that,” explained Halep. “I was thinking that I need a miracle to
finish the match.

“I tried just to finish the match, but at 3-0 I said it is no sense to contin-
ue, and I stopped.” Down 5-3 in the second and with Bencic serving for
the match, the 23-year-old Halep dug deep into her reserves and forced
the set to a tiebreak which she won to thundering applause from the
sun-baked crowd. But the effort to force a third set proved too much.

Trailing 3-0, Halep went to her chair during the changeover and then
quickly rose and walked over to Bencic and shook hands, telling her she
could not continue.

“I don’t know why I continued to play, maybe for the fans,” said Halep.
“They were like screaming all the time to push me to still play.

“I have no idea why I still played the second set but I did great, and I’m
happy that I could find the power to win the second set.” — Reuters

Bencic claims Rogers 
Cup as Halep retires

TORONTO: Belinda Bencic, of Switzerland, kisses the winner’s tro-
phy after defeating Simona Halep of Romania in the women’s final
at the Rogers Cup tennis tournament.  — AP


