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KOHLER: Jason Day’s breakthrough victory at the
PGA Championship served notice that a changing
of the guard is now complete with an exciting
posse of young guns set to dominate the majors for
the next decade. Newly crowned world number one
Jordan Spieth and Rory McIlroy are already estab-
lished as the game’s leading duo but Australian Day,
27, American Rickie Fowler, 26, and rising Japanese
talent Hideki Matsuyama, 23, are in hot pursuit.

Six of the last seven major championships have
been won by twenty-somethings, proof positive
that the ‘Big Five’ era of Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson,
Ernie Els, Vijay Singh and Retief Goosen is over.

“The game now is certainly very healthy, exciting
and strong,” American Paul Azinger, who won the
1993 PGA Championship at Inverness and has since
been become an acclaimed golf analyst on televi-
sion, told Reuters. “We are beginning to blend into a

post-Tiger era. This year in all four majors, it seems
like the same cast of three or four characters are
right at the top. “Dustin Johnson, Jason Day, Jordan
Spieth have all been in contention, and now Rory
McIlroy is back after his injury absence (a ruptured
ligament in his left ankle).”

Northern Irishman McIlroy, now aged 26, won
the last two majors of 2014 and the remarkable
Spieth, who celebrated his 22nd birthday last
month, clinched the first two majors this year
before tying for fourth at the British Open and fin-
ishing second behind Day at the PGA
Championship on Sunday.

“Jordan Spieth continues to amaze,” said Azinger.
“I don’t know if anybody would have even thought
we would ever see anybody like him with that
maturity at such a young age.

“He’s my favorite golfer to watch and I also love

watching Jason Day. He is a mega talent, and he
certainly proved that this week at Whistling Straits.”

Day, after several close calls at the majors over
the past five years, finally crossed the finish line tri-
umphantly on Sunday with a major record low of
20-under 268.

His emotion-charged win lifted him to a career-
high third in the world rankings and he looks for-
ward to challenging players such as Spieth and
McIlroy on a regular basis in golf ’s blue riband
events. “I know exactly what I have done to get
myself in a position where I’m holding the (PGA
Championship) trophy right now,” said Day.

“As long as I keep working on those things and
get the process right, I know that there’s going to
be plenty of these to hold as long as I really am feel-
ing motivated and I want it more than anyone else.

“As long as I am healthy, I feel like I’m going to be

there a long time. I still want to accomplish that
number one goal of mine, which is to be the best
player in the world.”

Day is excited about facing multiple rivals. “Golf
is in a very healthy stage now,” he said. “Three to five
years ago, it was kind of struggling a little bit with
the identity of who was really going to be that num-
ber one player in the world, who was going to be
the next best thing.

“Rory came out and was really dominating, but
there was no one really kind of challenging him for
that role. For young guys like myself, Jordan, Rickie
Fowler and Hideki Matsuyama, we’re starting to
play better golf and starting to challenge.

“That’s what I’m looking forward to in the future
is the sheer competition of being able to fight
against these guys each week. It’s going to be a lot
of fun over the next five to 10 years.” — Reuters

Day win confirms change of the guard

PARIS: Reigning champions Paris Saint-Germain
eased to a 2-0 win against Corsican minnows
Gazelec Ajaccio to maintain their perfect start to
the Ligue 1 season on Sunday after Marseille
slumped to another defeat. A stunning Blaise
Matuidi strike and a Thiago Silva header, both in
the first half, put PSG out of sight against newly-
promoted Gazelec at the Parc des Princes and
left Laurent Blanc’s side with six points from a
possible six at the start of the new campaign.

“It was a good evening. The match could have
been a bit more spectacular if we had taken a
couple more chances but their ‘keeper made
several very good saves,” acknowledged Blanc.

Argentina winger Angel di Maria, the 63 mil-
lion-euro (£44.3m; $68.9m) signing from
Manchester United, was introduced to the Paris
fans before kick-off, although he was not yet fit
enough to make his debut. And with Zlatan
Ibrahimovic again sidelined, PSG were not at full
strength, as 18-year-old forward Jean-Kevin
Augustin was handed a first start in the top
flight. But this was always likely to be a trying
night for Gazelec, a club whose overall budget
for their debut season at the top level barely
equates to Ibrahimovic’s annual salary at the
Parc des Princes.

It always seemed a question of when, not if,
Paris would open the scoring and they duly did
so in the 11th minute thanks to Matuidi, the
France midfielder taking the ball into the box
and then sending a fizzing left-foot drive high
into the net at the near post.

PSG added their second goal midway
through the first half, captain Silva putting the
disappointment of being dropped from the
Brazil squad last week behind him as he headed
home a Thiago Motta corner.

At that point it looked like turning into a rout,
but Edinson Cavani failed to convert several
openings in the second half and Serge Aurier
headed a great chance wide.

David Luiz was denied by a brilliant Clement
Maury save as the hosts settled for a win that
leaves them, ominously, already in top spot on
goal difference. Gazelec are still looking for their
first top-flight goal, but their coach Thierry
Laurey said: “We knew it would be complicated,
but we kept fighting after losing the goals.

Luckily for us there are not 19 teams like PSG in
this league.” Earlier, Marseille slumped to a sec-
ond defeat in as many games, a first-half strike
by Hamari Traore giving Reims all three points in
a 1-0 win in Champagne country.

Marseille, still reeling from the shock resigna-
tion of coach Marcelo Bielsa following their
opening 1-0 defeat to Caen, never really looked
like scoring and find themselves in the relega-
tion zone in the fledgling standings. Bielsa’s for-
mer assistant Franck Passi took charge of the
away side in Reims but he insisted the
Argentine’s departure could not be used as an
excuse for a disappointing display.

“We have to stop talking about trauma! We’ve
put last weekend (Bielsa’s resignation) behind
us,” said Passi. “We mustn’t hide behind that
excuse. But it’s clear that it will not be easy and it
will take time to find a solution.” In contrast to

OM, it has been a great start to the season for
Reims, who had already beaten Bordeaux on the
opening weekend.

Sunday’s other match saw Lorient scramble a
1-1 draw at home to Bastia thanks to a stop-
page-time Benjamin Moukandjo penalty, which
cancelled out Floyd Ayite’s early opener.

Mathieu Valbuena made his Lyon debut in a
1-0 win at Guingamp on Saturday as Claudio
Beauvue netted the only goal of the game
against his old club.

Rennes and Caen were the weekend’s other
winners, while Monaco warmed up for their
Champions League play-off first leg away to
Valencia by drawing 0-0 at home to Lille on
Friday. It was a difficult night for the principality
club, who lost influential midfielder Joao
Moutinho to an ankle injury that will keep him
out for up to six weeks. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Chelsea’s one-sided 3-0 loss
away to Manchester City on Sunday left the
defending champions five points below their
opponents in 16th place in the nascent Premier
League standings.

The season may be only two games old, but
Chelsea already appear to be in difficulty, hav-
ing failed to record a win in their opening two
league games for the first time since 1998.

Here, AFP Sports lists five issues that will be
troubling Chelsea’s fans ahead of this weekend’s
trip to West Bromwich Albion, where they lost 3-
0 on their last visit:

1. Mourinho’s mood
Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho wrote the

book on diversionary tactics, but the spikiness
with which he has attacked the new season sug-
gests that all is not well behind the scenes at
Stamford Bridge. It is only mid-August and he
has already launched barbs at Everton manager
Roberto Martinez, his old Arsenal adversary
Arsene Wenger and City manager Manuel
Pellegrini,  made a cruel j ibe about Rafael
Benitez and demoted two of his medics, Eva
Carneiro and Jon Fearn, after they angered him
by running on to treat Eden Hazard during the
2-2 draw with Swansea City. He may have
signed a new contract on the eve of the season,
but Chelsea fans who remembered how
Mourinho’s first spell at the club unravelled acri-
moniously in 2007 will hope that his mood
improves quickly.

2. Defensive frailties
Chelsea boasted the league’s stingiest

defence in the first two seasons following
Mourinho’s return from Real Madrid, but the
sight of Sergio Aguero repeatedly strolling
through their back line at the Etihad Stadium
showed the extent to which it has become an
area of concern. “I’ve never seen them so disor-
ganised,” said Sky Sports pundit Gary Neville.
Mourinho said that John Terry’s unceremonious
half-time withdrawal had merely been a means
by which to add more pace-in the form of Kurt
Zouma-to his floundering back four, but it may
also have been intended as a message to
Chelsea’s directors to step up their pursuit of
Everton’s John Stones.

3. Ivanovic struggles
No player has symbolised Chelsea’s problems

more in their opening two league games than
right-back Branislav Ivanovic. A Stamford Bridge
stalwart for the last six seasons, the Serbian was
left chasing shadows by Swansea’s Jefferson
Montero and was at fault for City’s second and

third goals,  being out-jumped by Vincent
Kompany at a corner and then presenting the
ball straight to Fernandinho. The arrival of
Ghana left-back Abdul Rahman Baba from
Augsburg may offer a chance to take the 31-
year-old out of the spotlight, as it would give
Mourinho the possibility of switching Cesar
Azpilicueta to his preferred position of right-
back.

4. Hazard warning
It says much that Hazard’s most notable con-

tribution to Chelsea’s campaign so far has been
the injury he sustained in the latter stages of
the game against Swansea that launched the
Carneiro/Fearn polemic. Last season’s multiple
Player of the Year, the Belgian winger has
looked off the pace in the campaign to date,
sleep-walking through pre-season and failing to
make an impression against either Swansea or
City. He squandered Chelsea’s best chance of an

equaliser at the Etihad, shooting too close to
Joe Hart.

5. Recruitment hiccups
Chelsea’s close-season transfer dealings in

2014 were masterful, with Cesc Fabregas, Diego
Costa, Filipe Luis and Didier Drogba all arriving
before the end of July, giving Mourinho time to
shape his new-look team. This year, Chelsea
have not materially strengthened, having mere-
ly replaced the outgoing Petr Cech, Luis and
Drogba with Asmir Begovic,  Rahman and
Radamel Falcao. A new centre-back is a priority,
but Chelsea also look light in attack, where the
champions are unhealthily reliant on Costa and
his troublesome hamstrings.  Falcao and Loic
Remy do not pose anything like the same goal
threat and Juan Cuadrado, a £23.3 million ($36.4
mill ion, 32.9 mill ion euros) signing from
Fiorentina in January, has been a major disap-
pointment. — AFP

PARIS: A fairy-tale start to English
Premier League football for Ghana play-
maker Andre Ayew continued at the
weekend with the second goal for
Swansea in a 2-0 victory over Newcastle. 

Ayew, a son of Ghana legend Abedi
Pele, also scored for the Swans in an
opening-round draw at defending cham-
pions Chelsea last weekend.

Algeria winger Riyad Mahrez claimed
his third league goal in two outings with
the winner as Leicester City triumphed 2-
1 at West Ham United.

ENGLAND
ANDRE AYEW (Swansea City)

Ayew’s smooth adaptation to life in
England continued as he scored his sec-
ond goal in two games in Swansea’s 2-0
win over Newcastle United. The former
Marseille midfielder claimed Swansea’s
second goal in the 52nd minute at the
Liberty Stadium, heading in a cross from
Jefferson Montero.

MAME BIRAM DIOUF (Stoke City)
Senegal striker Diouf completed a late

Stoke fightback with an 83rd-minute
header to earn his side a 2-2 draw at
Tottenham Hotspur. Having twice been
thwarted by Spurs goalkeeper Hugo
Lloris,  Diouf prevailed at the third
attempt with a glancing header from
substitute Stephen Ireland’s left-wing
cross.

RIYAD MAHREZ (Leicester City)
Mahrez preserved his place at the top

of the Premier League scoring chart by
claiming his third goal of the campaign
in his side’s 2-1 victory at West Ham
United. 

The Algerian scored what proved to
be the winning goal in the 38th minute,
meeting Marc Albrighton’s cut-back with
an unerring left-foot finish.

YAYA TOURE (Manchester City)
Ivory Coast international Toure fol-

lowed up a goal-scoring performance in
City’s 3-0 win at West Bromwich Albion
with a dominant midfield display as his
 side overpowered champions Chelsea to
win 3-0. He set up Sergio Aguero’s 31st-
minute opener with a wall pass and
forced visiting goalkeeper Asmir Begovic
to save a curling shot in the second half.

FRANCE
HAMARI TRAORE (Reims)

The Malian right-back was making his
home debut as a Reims player after signing
from Lierse in Belgium in the summer and
he marked it with the goal that secured a
memorable 1-0 win against Marseille.

ALAIXYS ROMAO (Marseille)
Togo international midfielder Romao

was sent off for two second-half yellow
cards in Marseille’s defeat at Reims as OM
slumped to a second defeat in as many
games this season.

HENRI SAIVET (Bordeaux)
Senegal forward Saivet captained Bordeaux

at Saint-Etienne in the absence of several key
players due to injury and it was he who res-
cued a point for his side with a stoppage-time
free-kick going in to secure a 1-1 draw.

FLOYD AYITE (Bastia)
France-born Togo forward Ayite made

it two goals from as many games this
season with the opener for Bastia in their
1-1 draw at Lorient.

BENJAMIN MOUKANDJO (Lorient)
A summer signing from Reims, Cameroon

international Moukandjo netted his first goal
for new club Lorient, a stoppage-time penal-
ty saving a 1-1 draw against Bastia.

GERMANY
PIERRE-EMERICK AUBAMEYANG

(Borussia Dortmund) The Gabon striker
opened his goal account for the new sea-
son with a superb header as Dortmund
routed Borussia Moenchengladbach 4-0
in their first league game under new
coach Thomas Tuchel. The 26-year-old
headed home Marcel Schmelzer’s superb
cross after 21 minutes.

ERIC CHOUPO-MOTING (Schalke 04)
The Cameroon forward netted

Schalke’s second in a 3-0 win at Werder
Bremen. Right winger Choupo-Moting
converted a pass from his international
team-mate Joel Matip on 68 minutes.

SALOMON KALOU (Hertha Berlin) 
The Ivory Coast veteran converted a

second-half penalty to seal Hertha’s 1-0
win at Augsburg. Both sides ended with 10
men after two-caution red cards. — AFP

PSG ease to victory as 
Marseille lose again

FRANCE: Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian defender David Luiz (left) vies with Ajaccio’s French
defender Roderic Filippi as he tries to head the ball during the French L1 football match. — AFP

Five early-season worries for Chelsea

LONDON: Manuel Pellegrini said his
Manchester City players were “hungry and
angry” after being eclipsed last season by
Chelsea and the evidence was everywhere
on Sunday as they crushed the Premier
League champions 3-0 at a rocking Etihad
Stadium.

“What happened last season was maybe
a good experience. Now they have that
desire to win every game and the only way
to do it is to play consistently for 90 min-
utes,” the Chilean told reporters after his
side stormed to the top of the table.

Sergio Aguero looked lean and mean as
he found space that did not seem to exist to
fire City ahead before halftime and after
Chelsea’s attempts at a fightback had been
repelled, captain Vincent Kompany and
Fernandinho scored late on to emphasise
City’s superiority.

Fernandinho even managed to provoke
Chelsea striker Diego Costa to near boiling
point with a flying elbow just before half-
time, leaving the Spaniard bloodied.

City collected four yellow cards in all, two
more than Chelsea, as they put down a
clear statement of intent. They are now the
bookmakers favourites at 11-8 to reclaim
the title they won in 2011-12 and 2013-14.

In truth, City could have had the points in
the bag before halftime-such was their
domination. “It is very satisfying because it’s
not easy to beat the champions. Chelsea are
the best team-they won the title last sea-
son-and in the first 45 minutes, we really
deserved at least three goals,” Pellegrini told
a news conference.

“We played very well without conceding
chances for Chelsea to score and it was only
a great per formance from (their
keeper)Asmir Begovic that meant we could-
n’t score more goals.

“Yes, the second half was more equal-
Chelsea played better-but I only remember
one chance which Joe Hart saved.

“We played better and 3-0 is the mini-
mum we deserved.” Aguero has scored 10
goals in his last nine league games and
Pellegrini believes the Argentine, who
topped last season’s Premier League scoring
charts, is still improving.

“Aguero is in the best moment of his
career. This season, he can be even better
than before. He has matured and his work
ethic is good. He is improving a lot of
things,” he said. “Three important saves
denied him from scoring three or four goals
today.” — Reuters

Anger driving Man City to 
new heights — Pellegrini 

Fairy-tale EPL start 
for Ayew continues

SWANSEA: Swansea City’s French-born Ghanaian striker Andre Ayew (center)  cele-
brates in this file photo. — AFP


