
JOHANNESBURG:  South African state prosecutors filed an appeal yesterday
against the verdict of culpable homicide passed on Oscar Pistorius for killing
his girlfriend, arguing the athlete should have been convicted of murder.

The Paralympic gold medall ist  admitted 29-year-old k i l l ing Reeva
Steenkamp in February 2013 by firing four shots into the locked door of a toi-
let cubicle in what he said was the mistaken belief that an intruder was hiding
behind it.

Pistorius, whose lower legs were amputated as a baby, is due to be
released on Friday after serving 10 months of a five-year sentence, in line with
South Africa’s custodial guidelines for non-dangerous prisoners.

During sentencing, Judge Thokozile Masipa said the state had
failed prove Pistorius’ intent to kill when he fired. Prosecutors
want the verdict, equivalent to manslaughter, changed to mur-
der because they argue that if Pistorius knew someone was
behind the toilet door when he fired, he had the intention to
kill, one of the prosecution team said.

“We filed the appeal today,” National Prosecuting Authority
spokesman Luvuyo Mfaku said. Pistorius’ legal team has a
month to f i le  i ts  response to the appeal,  which the
Supreme Court is expected to hear in November,
Mfaku added. — Reuters
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BERNE: Turkey’s Asli Cakir-Alptekin has been stripped of
the 2012 Olympic women’s 1,500 metres gold medal and
banned for eight years for a doping offence, the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) said yesterday. CAS said “abnor-
mal values” were found in blood samples collected from
the athlete between July 2010 and October 2012.

Although Cakir was cleared of doping violations by the
Tu r k i s h  At h l e t i c s  Fe d e r a t i o n  i n  D e ce m b e r  2 0 1 3 ,  t h e
International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF)
disagreed with the ruling and referred the case to CAS.
Cakir, 29, had already served a two-year suspension in 2004
after a positive dope test at the world junior champi-
onships. 

“All competitive results obtained by the athlete from 29
July 2010 onwards are disqualified and all related titles,
awards, medals, points and appearance money are forfeit-
ed,” said CAS.

“This includes in particular the Olympic gold medal won
in London in 2012 and the gold medal won at the European
championships in the same year.” —Reuters

Alptekin stripped of gold 
PARIS: Former French international Mapou Yanga-Mbiwa is hoping his
transfer to Olympique Lyonnais will help him regain a place in the national
team. The defender signed a five-year contract last week after leaving AS
Roma for an initial fee of eight million euros ($8.86 million) that could rise to
10 million with bonuses.

“I want to have a great season with Lyon,” Yanga-Mbiwa said on Monday.
“The aim is to finish top and then, once that’s done, why can’t I claim a place

in the France team?”. “I’m very happy to be able to play at a club
like OL.  They’re a great team,” added the 26-year-old who
last played for his country in 2012.

Born in the Central African Republic, Yanga-Mbiwa
won the Ligue 1 title in 2012 with Montpellier where he
spent six seasons before moving on to Newcastle United in

January 2013 and then AS Roma in June 2014. 
He played 28 Serie A matches and nine Champions

League and Europa League games for Roma. “I made
a lot of progress in Italy,” said Yanga-Mbiwa. 

“Serie A is a much more tactical champi-
onship than Ligue 1 and I also improved my
positioning a lot.” — Reuters

Mbiwa eyes French recall SA prosecutors file appeal

CHICAGO: Chris Sale matched a career high with
15 strikeouts while pitching seven scoreless innings
as the Chicago White Sox snapped the crosstown
Cubs’ nine-game winning streak with a 3-1 victory
Sunday. Sale (11-7) allowed one hit - Dexter Fowler’s
one-out single in the sixth.

The Cubs were trying for their first double-digit
win streak since they won 12 straight in 2001. But
Dan Haren (8-8) allowed homers to Jose Abreu,
Melky Cabrera and Alexei Ramirez in 4 2-3 innings.
David Robertson gave up Jorge Soler’s two-out
homer in the ninth before finishing for his 24th save
in 30 chances.

GIANTS 5, NATIONALS 0
Madison Bumgarner homered and doubled,

struck out 14 and pitched a three-hitter as San
Francisco handed Washington its sixth straight loss.

Hunter Pence also homered as the playoff-con-
tending Giants finished off a four-game sweep.
Washington matched its longest skid of the season
and fell below .500. Bumgarner (14-6) held the Nats
hitless into the fifth inning. The World Series MVP
matched his career high for strikeouts while pitch-
ing his first shutout of the year. Bumgarner hit his
fourth homer this season and 10th overall. Joe Ross
(3-5) took the loss.

ROYALS 4, ANGELS 3
Kendrys Morales had an RBI single with two

outs in the 10th inning to lift the Royals. Ben Zobrist
singled with one out in the 10th, the Royals’ first hit
since Eric Hosmer’s RBI single in the first inning.
After Hosmer walked, Morales singled against
Trevor Gott (2-1) as Kansas City improved to 7-2 in
extra-inning games. Kelvin Herrera (4-2) pitched a
perfect 10th to pick up the victory. Kole Calhoun
homered in the eighth off Wade Davis to put the
Angels up 3-2. Angels closer Huston Street, howev-
er, could not hold the lead in the ninth. He walked
the bases loaded before Alex Rios’ sacrifice fly
scored Hosmer to tie the score. Mike Trout made a
diving catch of Paulo Orlando’s scorcher to right-
center for the third out to preserve the tie.

ASTROS 6, TIGERS 5
Jose Altuve hit an RBI single with two outs in

the ninth inning as AL West-leading Houston,
boosted by two homers from Colby Rasmus, beat
Detroit. Miguel Cabrera homered, doubled and
drove in three runs for the Tigers. Jake Marisnick
tripled off Tom Gorzelanny (1-2) with two outs in
the Houston ninth. Alex Wilson relieved and Altuve
singled on the first pitch for his third hit of the
game. Will Harris (5-2) allowed two hits and a run in
two innings.

PIRATES 8, METS 1
Aramis Ramirez had four hits and three RBIs and

Pedro Alvarez homered as Pittsburgh finished off its
first season series sweep of the NL East leaders.

Alvarez, Ramirez and Gregory Polanco each had
run-scoring hits in a breakaway four-run seventh,
keyed by a throwing error from reliever Bobby

Parnell (1-3). The Pirates went 6-0 vs. New York this
year. Arquimedes Caminero (4-1) got this win.

DODGERS 2, REDS 1
Zack Greinke lowered his major league-best ERA

to 1.58 with seven sharp innings and drove in the
go-ahead run with his second homer of the season,
leading the Los Angeles Dodgers over Cincinnati.

Greinke (13-2) allowed a run on six hits, struck
out eight and walked one. The right-hander is 8-0
with a 1.16 ERA over his last 11 starts.

Joc Pederson and Greinke hit back-to-back
home runs in the fourth off rookie Anthony
DeSclafani (7-8). Kenley Jansen got four outs for his
24th save in 25 chances and 130th of his career, just
hours after becoming a father for the second time.

ORIOLES 18, ATHLETICS 2
Adam Jones hit two home runs and Gerardo

Parra had five of Baltimore’s 26 hits as the Orioles
breezed past Oakland. Four days after Seattle’s
Hisashi Iwakuma pitched a no-hitter against them,
the O’s tied a team record for hits.

Parra and Jones homered off Kendall Graveman
(6-9) in the third, and Baltimore put up a nine-run,
10-hit fifth. The A’s, who lost their sixth in a row,
brought in first baseman Ike Davis to pitch in the
eighth. He allowed a single and a walk in a scoreless
inning. ei-Yin Chen (7-6) is 5-0 with a 2.30 ERA in
seven career starts against Oakland.

BLUE JAYS 3, YANKEES 1
Jose Bautista hit a two-run homer and Drew

Hutchison won his third straight start as Toronto
avoided a three-game sweep by beating the New
York Yankees. The Blue Jays and the division-leading
Yankees, separated by a half-game atop the AL East,
meet seven more times this season.

New York’s Carlos Beltran hit big homers in the
first two games of the set. This time, he sparked a
Toronto burst in the third by losing Troy Tulowitzki’s
fly to right field in the sun.

Tulowitzki wound up with a two-out double,
Josh Donaldson hit an RBI single and Bautista
added his 28th homer. Hutchison (12-2) improved
to 10-1 with a 2.57 ERA in 13 home starts. 

Roberto Osuna closed for his 13th save.Making
his third big league start, Luis Severino (0-2) struck
out nine in six innings.

BRAVES 2, DIAMONDBACKS 1
Shelby Miller took a no-hit bid into the eighth

inning as Atlanta went on to beat Arizona on
Cameron Maybin’s home run in the 10th.

Miller, an NL All-Star last month and among the
league leaders in ERA, wound up with his 16th
straight winless start. Leading 1-0, Miller’s no-hit try
ended when Nick Ahmed led off the eighth with a
bloop single to right field. Pinch-hitter Jarod
Saltalamacchia followed with another single that
finished Miller, who struck out 10.

Maybin opened with the 10th with a drive over
the left field wall off David Hernandez (0-3) David
Aardsma (1-1) struck out the side in the 10th.

MARLINS 6, CARDINALS 4
Derek Dietrich drove in three runs and Dee

Gordon had three hits as Miami broke a six-game los-
ing streak against St. Louis. Adeiny Hechavarria had

two hits and scored two runs as Miami won for the
fourth time in six games. Jason Heyward homered
twice and drove in three runs for St. Louis, which
sports the best home record in the majors at 44-18.

Chris Narveson (1-0) pitched 2 2-3 innings. He also
drove in a run with a squeeze bunt. A.J. Ramos closed
for his 19th save in 24 opportunities. Carlos Martinez
(12-5) gave up one earned run in five innings.

MARINERS 10, RED SOX 8
Robinson Cano got five hits and Nelson Cruz

connected for his majors-leading 36th home run as
Seattle blew a big lead before edging Boston.

Franklin Gutierrez homered twice for Seattle,
which led 7-0. The Mariners had been outscored 37-
11 in the first two games of the series. Xander
Bogaerts and Rusney Castillo homered for the Red
Sox, who lost for the first time under interim man-
ager Torey Lovullo. Rob Rasmussen (2-1) worked
two scoreless innings and Danny Farquhar got his
first save.  raig Breslow (0-3) took the loss.

BREWERS 6, PHILLIES 1
Ryan Braun hit a grand slam to tie Robin Yount’s

franchise home run mark as Milwaukee swept the
season series from Philadelphia. Braun finished with
five RBIs. His 251st career homer came in the fifth
when he homered off the scoreboard girder in left-
center field. Rookie Taylor Jungmann (7-4) set a
career high with nine strikeouts in 6 1-3 shutout
innings. Francisco Rodriguez got his 29th save.
Aaron Harang (5-14) leads the majors in losses.

RANGERS 5, RAYS 3
- Adrian Beltre and Ryan Strausborger hit solo

home runs to spoil Drew Smyly’s return as Texas
beat Tampa Bay. The Rangers swept the three-game
series and have won four straight games and seven
in a row at home. Beltre broke a tie in the third
inning with a solo shot. The next inning,
Strausborger hit his first major league homer in his
third game. Smyly (0-2) allowed five runs in four
innings. He made his first start since going on the
disabled list with a torn labrum in his shoulder in
May. Yovani Gallardo (9-9) got the win and Shawn
Tolleson pitched a scoreless ninth inning for his
23rd save in 24 chances.

TWINS 4, INDIANS 1
Tommy Milone returned from the disabled list and

pitched five innings and Kurt Suzuki had two key RBIs
as Minnesota defeated Cleveland. Trevor Plouffe hit
his 17th home run and four Twins relievers held
Cleveland scoreless over the final four innings,
capped by Glen Perkins working the ninth for his 31st
save. Milone (6-3), making his first start since coming
off the DL with a left  elbow strain, was limited to 76
pitches. He allowed one run and three hits, Carlos
Carrasco (11-9) struck out seven in seven innings.

ROCKIES 4, PADRES 0
Chris Rusin pitched a five-hitter for his first

career complete game and Carlos Gonzalez home-
red as Colorado beat San Diego to snap a six-game
losing streak. It was the first complete game by a
Rockies pitcher since Tyler Matzek blanked the
Padres last Sept. 5 . usin (4-5) retired the final 10
batters. Ian Kennedy (7-11) got the loss. — AFP

MLB results/standings

Toronto 3, NY Yankees 1; Pittsburgh 8, NY Mets 1; Baltimore 18, Oakland 2; Atlanta 2, Arizona 1
(10 innings); Seattle 10, Boston 8 (12 innings); Chicago White Sox 3, Chicago Cubs 1; Houston
6, Detroit 5; Milwaukee 6, Philadelphia 1; Minnesota 4, Cleveland 1; Miami 6, St. Louis 4; Texas
5, Tampa Bay 3; San Francisco 5, Washington 0; LA Dodgers 2, Cincinnati 1; Colorado 5, San
Diego 0; Kansas City 4, LA Angels 3 (10 innings).

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 64 52 .552 -       

Toronto 65 54 .546 0.5   
Baltimore 60 56 .517 4       
Tampa Bay 58 59 .496 6.5   
Boston 52 65 .444 12.5  

Central Division
Kansas City 71 46 .607 -       
Minnesota 59 58 .504 12      
Detroit 56 61 .479 15      
Chicago White Sox 55 60 .478 15      
Cleveland 54 62 .466 16.5  

Western Division
Houston 64 54 .542 -       
LA Angels 60 57 .513 3.5   
Texas 59 57 .509 4       
Seattle 55 63 .466 9       
Oakland 51 68 .429 13.5  

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 63 55 .534 -       
Washington 58 59 .496 4.5   
Atlanta 53 64 .453 9.5   
Miami 47 70 .402 15.5  
Philadelphia 46 72 .390 17      

Central Division
St. Louis 75 42 .641 -       
Pittsburgh 69 46 .600 5       
Chicago Cubs 67 49 .578 7.5   
Cincinnati 51 65 .440 23.5  
Milwaukee 51 68 .429 25      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 67 51 .568 -       
San Francisco 64 53 .547 2.5   
Arizona 57 59 .491 9       
San Diego 56 62 .475 11      
Colorado 48 68 .414 18

KANSAS: Los Angeles Angels pitcher Hector Santiago delivers during the first inning of a
baseball game against the Kansas City Royals at Kauffman Stadium. — AP

CHICAGO: White Sox’s Jose
Abreu (right) hits a solo

home run during the third
inning of an interleague

baseball game against the
Chicago Cubs. — AP
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