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IOWA: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump rides through the grounds at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines. — AP 

WASHINGTON: Traffic deaths were up
14 percent nationally in the first six
months of this year and injuries were
up by a third, according to data gath-
ered by the National Safety Council. An
improved economy and low gas prices
have encouraged Americans to put a
record number of miles on the road,
said Deborah AP Hersman, president of
the council. But, she said, that’s not the
whole explanation for the increase in
deaths and injuries.

All told, nearly 19,000 people across
the country lost their lives in traffic
accidents through June and the tally
doesn’t include two of the historically
highest months for traffic deaths, July
and August, said the council, a non-
profit organization created by
Congress to promote safety. If the
trend continues, traffic deaths this year
could exceed 40,000 for the first time
since 2007, when there were nearly
44,000 deaths, Hersman said in an
interview. The increases began in the
last quarter of 2014 and have been
recorded consistently through each
month of this year, Hersman said.

“As a safety professional, it’s not just
disappointing but heartbreaking to see
the numbers trending in the wrong
direction,” she said. The nation’s driving
steadily increased for 15 consecutive
months through May, the
Transportation Department said in
July. Americans drove 1.26 trillion miles
in the first five months of 2015, passing
the previous record, 1.23 trillion, set in
May 2007. However, the cumulative
increase in vehicle mileage this year
through May is 3.4 percent, far less
than the 14 percent increase in deaths,
Hersman noted. Also, the estimated
annual mileage death rate so far this
year is 1.3 deaths per 100 million vehi-
cle miles traveled, up from the prelimi-
nary 2014 rate of 1.2 deaths.

Other safety trends are at play as
well. In recent decades, deaths due to
crashes involving drunken driving have
dropped from about 50 percent of
fatalities to about 30 percent, she said.
Teen driving deaths are also down, and
seatbelt use is up. And cars have more

safety technology than ever, although
drivers sometimes don’t use it or don’t
know how to use it, Hersman said. On
the other hand, a growing number of
states are raising speed limits, and
everywhere drivers are distracted by
cellphone calls and text messages. The
council  estimated in a report this
spring that a quarter of all crashes
involve cellphone use. Besides fatal
crashes, that includes injury-only and
property damage-only crashes.

“For many years people have said, ‘If
distraction is such a big issue, why
don’t we see an increase in fatal crash
numbers? ’ Well, we’re seeing increas-
ing fatal crashes numbers, but I think
it’s complicated to tease out what that
is due to,” Hersman said. Jonathan
Adkins, executive director of Governors
Highway Safety Association, which rep-
resents state highway safety offices,
confirmed that states have taken note
of the trend as well. Given the stronger
economy, lower unemployment and
low gas prices, “we have expected an
uptick in travel and, sadly, deaths,” he
said. “The increase is definitely trou-
bling,” Adkins said. “But after such his-
toric declines in recent years, it’s not
unexpected to see an upswing.”

Bicyclist death 
Meanwhile, a new report says bicy-

clist death rates for children have fall-
en dramatically in recent decades, but
have risen sharply for middle-aged
men. Experts believe the statistics
reflect that adults are biking more and
kids are biking less. The biggest rise
was for  men ages 35 to 54.  The
Centers for  Disease Control  and
Prevention released the numbers
Thursday. The agency looked at bicy-
clists killed on public roads in colli-
sions involving motor vehicles, so not
ever y bik ing death was included.
During any given trip, bicyclists were
twice as likely to die on US roads as
people riding in motor vehicles. Still,
bicyclist death rates were low - overall
about 0.2 cyclist deaths per 100,000
people in 2012,  down from 0.4 in
1975.— Agencies 

‘Deny citizenship’ to babies of illegal immigrants in US
Trump vows to rescind Obama’s executive orders on immigration

WASHINGTON: Republican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump wants to deny citizenship to
the babies of immigrants living in the US illegal-
ly as part of an immigration plan that empha-
sizes border security and deportation for mil-
lions. He would also rescind Obama administra-
tion executive orders on immigration. Trump
described his expanded vision of how to secure
American borders during a wide-ranging inter-
view Sunday on NBC’s “Meet The Press,” saying
that he would push to end the constitutionally
protected citizenship rights of children of any
family living illegally inside the US.

“They have to go,” Trump said, adding: “What
they’re doing, they’re having a baby. And then
all of a sudden, nobody knows ... the baby’s
here.” Native-born children of immigrants - even
those living illegally in the US - have been auto-
matically considered American citizens since
the adoption of the 14th Amendment of the
Constitution in 1868. The odds of repealing the
amendment’s citizenship clause would be steep,
requiring the votes of two-thirds of both houses
of Congress and support from three-fourths of
the nation’s state legislatures. Republicans in
Congress have repeatedly failed since 2011 to
pass bills aimed at ending “birthright citizen-
ship.” 

Some conservatives believe that the granti-
ng of citizenship in such cases could be

changed without amending the Constitution.
“They’re illegal,” Trump said, describing native-
born children of people living illegally in the US.
“You either have a country or not.” Trump’s
remarks came as his campaign website posted
his program for “immigration reform.” Among its
details: Making Mexico pay for a permanent
border wall. Mandatory deportation of all “crimi-
nal aliens.” Tripling the force of immigration offi-
cers by eliminating tax credit payments to
immigrant families residing illegally in the US.

Trump said a tough deportation policy was
needed because “there’s definitely evidence” of
crimes linked to immigrants living in the coun-
try illegally. He repeated comments he’s made
previously, noting that: “The good people can
come back.” The New York businessman also
said he would waste little time rescinding
President Barack Obama’s executive actions
aimed at allowing as many as 3.7 million immi-
grants living illegally in the US to remain in the
country because of their US-born relatives.
Obama’s November 2014 actions were halted by
temporary injunctions ordered by several feder-
al courts in rulings challenging his executive
powers to alter immigration policies without
congressional approval. The cases could lead to
the Supreme Court.

“We have to make a whole new set of stan-
dards,” Trump said. “And when people come in,

they have to come in legally.” Trump’s plan was
endorsed by Sen Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., who
chairs a Senate subcommittee on immigration.
“ This is exactly the plan America needs,”
Sessions said in a statement. “Crucially, this plan
includes an emphasis on lifting struggling
minority communities, including our immigrant
communities, out of poverty, by preventing cor-
porations from bringing in new workers from
overseas to replace them and drive down
wages.”

Most other GOP candidates also back com-
pleting the border wall but differ over how to
treat immigrant families already living in the US.
Former Florida Gov Jeb Bush recently released
his own immigration plan, which calls for the
use of forward bases and drones to guard the
border, but also backing an eventual plan to
legalize the status of immigrant families. On
Sunday, Ohio Gov John Kasich said he would
“finish the wall” but would then work to legalize
11 million immigrants now estimated to live in
the US illegally. He spoke on CBS’ “Face the
Nation.” Florida Sen Marco Rubio worked with
senators from both parties to develop a com-
prehensive plan in 2013 that would have legal-
ized the status of many immigrant families. But
Congress balked at the idea as tea party
Republicans opposed the deal and Rubio has
since backed away from his support.— AP 

US traffic deaths 
up sharply - 14%

KOS: Newly arrived Syrian migrants wait in the port of Kos to be registered on the Eleftherios Venizelos liner yes-
terday. —AFP 

KOS: Five nights ago, Nada and her
children braved a perilous journey in
an inflatable dinghy to the Greek
island of Kos less than a month after
fleeing the devastated Syrian city of
Aleppo. “Had it not been for the girls, I
would have never taken that boat,”
said Nada as she watched her three
daughters-all under nine-play on the
beach of the resort island. “We risked
everything so they can have a future,”
she said. Nada’s family are among
more than 135,000 people fleeing war
and poverty  who have arrived in
Greece by sea this year, in an unprece-
dented influx that Europe is strug-
gling to deal with.

The shambolic response of the
Greek authorities on Kos has become
grimly symbolic of the European
Union’s lack of action in the face of the
humanitarian crisis, with pitiful scenes
last week as thousands of migrants
were gathered by police in a sports
stadium on the island without
enough food or water. Nada and her
husband not happy about sleeping in
a tent while they prepare to go to
Athens and onward to northern
Europe, but they are glad their girls
have escaped war-ravaged Syria. 

“They still cry and scream in fear
every time they hear a loud noise,
thinking it could be shelling,” said
Nada, who wore a pink T-shirt and a
lilac-colored veil. “But they’ve got
their laughter back and they’re play-

ing again. At least the war and bomb-
ings are behind us now,” she added.
Her shy, brown-haired daughter
Nisreen says she wants to be a doctor
when she grows up. Vian, who is a lit-
tle more talkative, wants to learn bal-
let. “I want their dreams to come true.
In Syria, they never would have,” said
Nada, who is 33.

A child’s nightmares
For now, however, Vian only

remembers her nightmares. “I dreamt
one night, when we were still  in
Aleppo, that the army came into the
house and kidnapped us,” said Vian,
who is eight years old. “I haven’t had
any dreams since then,” the child
added. It will take a long time for chil-
dren like Vian and her sisters to find
any real sense of stability and normali-
ty again, says international charity
Save the Children. “Children are very
resilient and with the right care they
can bounce back,” Save the Children
spokeswoman Sarah Tyler said. “But it
could be months before (they) see a
change for the better,” Tyler added.

Many of the children fleeing Syria
have been out of school for several
years. Many have started acting older
than they really are to support their
struggling parents, losing out on their
childhood. “Children need a sense of
normalcy now,” Tyler said, explaining
that they need safe places to play and
schools to go to. “They also need psy-

chosocial support to feel normal
again,” she added, warning that some
children have become aggressive
while others simply have no way to
communicate their feelings. But with
their families still on the move and
amid a dearth of government assis-
tance in Greece, migrant and refugee
children have only received a few toys,
coloring books and pencils handed
out by a handful of kind tourists and
locals.

‘War is in their blood’
Nisreen, 34, who also came to Kos

from Aleppo through Turkey with her
husband and her two children, said
the war has had a huge psychological
impact on her little boys. “The war is in
their blood now. They have become
savages,” said Nisreen, who wears her
light brown hair short. “I came to
Europe for them. I had to get them
out of Syria, the war was destroying
them. They are only four and six, but
all they want to play is war games,”
she said, adding that they fight each
other with spoons and pencils, mim-
icking the sounds of gunfire and
explosions. “They are very aggressive
and difficult. And whenever they don’t
hear shelling, they ask me ‘Mama, why
is there no shelling?’” 

All Nisreen wants now is “stability”.
“We haven’t been able to sleep prop-
erly for three years, since the war
came to Aleppo.—AFP

Syrians risk lives to reach 
Europe ‘for their children’


