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JERUSALEM: Lawyers for a Palestinian in the ninth week
of a hunger strike against his detention without trial took
his case yesterday to Israel’s Supreme Court, where a new
offer to free him in exchange for exile was rebuffed. The
condition of Islamic Jihad activist Mohammed Allan, who
is unconscious in an Israeli hospital, is being closely moni-
tored by opposing forces in an Israeli-Palestinian conflict
that could erupt in new violence if he dies.

Israel sees his hunger strike, which began more than
60 days ago, as a powerful challenge against “administra-
tive detention”, a practice that has drawn criticism from
Palestinians and human rights groups but which Israel
calls a security necessity. It fears that his unconditional
release - Allan’s lawyers argued that in his current condi-
tion he posed no security threat - would only encourage
several hundred other Palestinian detainees suspected of
anti-Israeli activities to refuse food.

Internal Security Minister Gilad Erdan, writing on
Twitter, called the petition for his release “ludicrous”, as
Allan’s medical endangerment was self-inflicted. As the
hearing got under way in Israel’s highest court, the
Justice Ministry said it would consider freeing Allan, 31, if
he agreed to be exiled abroad for four years. The court
issued no ruling, urging the sides to negotiate further
before reconvening for another hearing on Wednesday.
Israel has not formally charged Allan with any crime but
alleged that he was involved in “grave terrorism” on
behalf of Islamic Jihad, which has threatened attacks
against Israel if he dies.

Detainee in critical condition
Jameel Khatib, one of his lawyers, rejected the offer of exile,

calling instead for his immediate release but also raising the
possibility of setting Sept. 23, the start of a Muslim holiday, as a
date for freeing him. In its High Court response, the Justice
Ministry said “classified information” warranted keeping Allan
detained, unless he was sent abroad.

Doctors at Barzilai Medical Centre, where Allan is on a
respirator and receiving intravenous nutrients, described his
condition as critical but stable and said they would consider
later in the day whether to try to wean him off the machine.
Daniel Jacobsen, a Barzilai physician, told the court that
should Allan regain consciousness and say that he wanted
to discontinue treatment, the staff would honor his wishes.
In that case, he said, the patient would likely die in a very
short time if no medical assistance was given. Israel’s med-
ical association has ordered doctors not to abide by a new
law that could enable them to force-feed a hunger-striker. It
has denounced the law as unethical and a violation of inter-
national conventions.

Highlighting the tensions stoked by Allan’s case, five
Jews and four Arabs were arrested on Sunday during street
confrontations touched off by a march toward Barzilai hos-
pital by supporters of the hunger-striker, Israeli police said.
In 2011, under a deal in which more than 1,000 Palestinians
were freed by Israel in exchange for Gilad Shalit, a soldier
held in the Gaza Strip, 42 Palestinian prisoners were exiled
to countries in the Middle East. Israel said at the time they
were too dangerous to be allowed to return to the West
Bank or Gaza. —  Reuters

Israel offers to banish Palestinian hunger-striker 

GAZA: An Islamic Jihad fighter leads a march organized by the militant movement during a rally in
support of Mohammed Allan - a Palestinian held by Israel without trial and who has reportedly
slipped into a coma after a nearly two-month hunger strike, at the Rafah refugee camp in the south-
ern Gaza Strip. — AFP 

CAIRO: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi
approved an anti-terrorism law that sets up spe-
cial courts and protects its enforcers in the face
of a two-year-long Islamist insurgency that aims
to topple his government. The law has come
under fire from human rights groups who
accuse Sisi, who as military chief deposed a
freely elected Islamist president in 2013, of
rolling back freedoms won in the 2011 uprising
that toppled veteran autocrat Hosni Mubarak.

Approved on Sunday, the law details sen-
tences for various terrorism crimes ranging from
five years to the death penalty.  It also shields
those applying it, such as the military and police,
from legal ramifications for what it calls the pro-
portionate use of force “in performing their
duties”. Sisi had promised a tougher legal system
in July after a car bomb attack in Cairo that killed
the chief public prosecutor, the highest ranking
state official to be killed in years. The law, as
reported by state media, said special courts
would “fast-track” terrorism cases but gave no
further detail, such as whether trials would be
open or closed to the public.

Forming or leading a group deemed a “terror-
ist entity” by the government will be punishable
by death or life in prison under the new law, and
membership in such a group will carry up to 10
years in jail. Financing “terrorist groups” will
bring a penalty of life in prison, which in Egypt is
25 years. Inciting violence, which includes “pro-
moting ideas that call for violence”, will lead to 5-
7 years in jail, as would creating or using web-
sites that spread such ideas. Journalists will be
fined for contradicting the authorities’ version of
any militant attack. The original draft of the law
was amended following a domestic and interna-
tional outcry after it initially stipulated imprison-
ment for such an offence.

“This is taking us back to the Mubarak era and

the 30-year state of emergency that helped push
Egyptians to the streets in 2011,” Mohamed
Elmessiry, Egypt researcher at Amnesty
International, said in a statement. “Despite secu-
rity forces having a record of excessive use of
force, this law...paves the way for impunity.”
Elmessiry also said the law would in effect
remove the current two-year limit on pre-trial
detention by allowing prosecutors to ask to
renew suspects’ detention indefinitely. “The law
contravenes the Egyptian constitution and
national laws, let alone international law,” he
said. Egypt, the Arab world’s biggest nation, is
facing an increasingly violent insurgency in
North Sinai, where the most active militant
group has pledged allegiance to Islamic State.  

Cairo and other cities have also witnessed
militant attacks. The insurgency, which has killed
hundreds of soldiers and police, has intensified
since mid-2013 when then-army chief Sisi oust-
ed President Mohamed Morsi, a top figure in the
Muslim Brotherhood, after mass unrest against
his rule. Sisi has since overseen a security crack-
down on Islamists.  Thousands of alleged
Islamist supporters have been jailed and scores
have been sentenced to death, including Morsi
and other senior Brotherhood figures. 

The government considers the Brotherhood a
terrorist group and does not distinguish
between it and other militants. The Brotherhood
says it is committed to peaceful activism. In
February, Sisi signed off on another anti-terror-
ism law that gave authorities sweeping powers
to ban groups on charges ranging from harming
national unity to disrupting public order. Sisi
essentially rules by decree as Egypt’s parliament
has been suspended since 2012 when a court
dissolved the democratically elected main
chamber, undoing a major accomplishment of
the 2011 revolt. — Reuters

Sisi approves tough 

anti-terrorism law

Forming ‘terrorist entity’ punishable by death

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: In this file photo,
Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi
speaks during the final day of a major eco-
nomic conference, in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt.
A new 54-article anti-terrorism bill signed
into law by El-Sisi was announced yesterday,
establishing stiffer prison sentences for
offences deemed to be terrorism-related,
heavy fines for journalists who publish ‘false
news’ and a special judicial circuit for terror-
ism-related cases. — AP 

TEHRAN: Khamenei delivers a speech during a gathering in Tehran yesterday. — AP 

DUBAI: Iran will remain closed to US influ-
ence and continue to oppose US policies in
the Middle East after its nuclear deal with
big powers, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said yesterday, noting either
country can still block the accord. The 76-
year-old cleric, Iran’s highest authority, has
refrained from making decisive statements
on the July 14 nuclear agreement, but gave
President Hassan Rouhani crucial political
cover to pursue talks with the six powers.
Tehran agreed to verifiable limits on its
atomic energy program to create confi-
dence that it will not be put to developing
nuclear weapons, in exchange for lifting
international sanctions crippling its oil-
based economy.

“They thought this deal - and it is not clear
if it will be passed in Iran or in America - will
open up Iran to their influence,” Khamenei
was quoted on his website as saying at a
meeting with members of the Islamic Radio
and Television Union. “We blocked this path
and will definitely block it in the future. We
won’t allow American political, economic or
cultural influence in Iran.” Most analysts see
the chance of Khamenei rejecting the deal as
small so long as it passes through the US
Congress, where opposition Republicans aim
to block it. But Khamenei has always dis-
missed the notion that the agreement could
reconcile the Islamic Republic with the
United States, its arch-adversary since the
1979 Islamic Revolution.

“Khamenei wants to keep the deal with
the US purely nuclear. He is worried about
economic, political and cultural intrusion
after the deal,” said Hossein Rassam, former
Iran adviser to Britain’s Foreign Office. “He
fears integration into the international
economy could make the Islamic Republic
vulnerable and potentially lead to its col-
lapse.” If the deal is fully implemented, Iran’s
market of nearly 80 million people would
be opened up to foreign investment-after
protracted isolation. But unlike European
competitors, US firms will struggle to gain
any toehold in Iran due to fear among
Iranian officials of being seen to be coming
under any American influence, and
because US economic sanctions not related
to the nuclear program will remain in place. 

“It will be a long time, regardless of
whether the deal goes through, before US
businesses will fully operate in Iran,” said
Sarah Dayan, an analyst at consultancy The
Risk Advisory Group in London. Even if the
nuclear issue is successfully resolved, Iran
and the United States are likely to remain
locked in a struggle for influence in the
Middle East. They support opposite sides in
Syria’s civil war and the Saudi-led interven-
tion in Yemen. “The Americans want to gain
influence in the region and reach their
goals. We will not let them,” said Khamenei,
who has previously said US regional poli-
cies are “180 degrees” opposed to those of
the Islamic Republic. — Reuters
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THE HAGUE: The Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons yesterday
voiced “serious concern” over reports that the
Islamic State group has used chemical
weapons in Iraq. “Recent reports of possible
use of chemical weapons in Iraq by non-State
actors are a matter of serious concern,” The
Hague-based OPCW said in a statement.
German officials said last week that Kurdish
fighters had been attacked on Tuesday with
chemical weapons, possibly chlorine or mus-
tard gas, in northern Iraq, leaving many pesh-
merga suffering from “respiratory irritation.
The allegations, deemed “plausible” by a US
official,  follow claims in March by the
autonomous Kurdish government in northern
Iraq which said it had evidence that the
jihadist group used chlorine in a car bomb
attack on January 23.

The Wall Street Journal cited US officials as
saying they believe last week’s attack used
mustard gas, which may have come from
stockpiles of banned poisons that Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad was forced to get
rid of after joining the OPCW in 2013. The
OPCW said it was in contact with the Iraqi
government and “will examine any substan-
tive reports it receives”. Along with the
January attack, the Conflict Armament
Research group and Sahan Research group
said last month that IS had also targeted
peshmerga with a projectile filled with an
unknown chemical agent on June 21 or 22.
The chemical used had characteristics and
clinical effects “consistent with a chlorine
chemical agent”, the groups said.

The organizations said they had also docu-
mented two such attacks against Kurdish
fighters from the People’s Protection Units in

Syria’s northeastern Hasakeh province on
June 28. It said that upon impact, the projec-
tiles had released a yellow gas “with a strong
smell of rotten onions”. There were no deaths
but troops exposed to it had experienced
burning of the throat, eyes and nose, severe
headaches, muscle pain, impaired concentra-
tion and mobility, and vomiting. “Although
these chemical attacks appear to be test cas-
es, we expect IS construction skills to advance
rapidly as they have for other IEDs (impro-
vised explosive devices),” Emmanuel Deisser,
managing director at Sahan Research, said at
the time. 

Mosul report 
In another development, Iraq’s parliament

yesterday referred to the judiciary a report
calling for the trial of former Prime Minister
Nuri Al-Maliki and dozens of other top officials
in connection with the fall of Mosul to Islamic
State last year, two lawmakers said. Lawmaker
Mohamed Al-Karbouli said the vote in parlia-
ment was taken by a show of hands and
passed by a majority. He said the report was
now due to go to the public prosecutor and
Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi, who has the
right to refer officers for court martial.

The panel’s report, the most drastic step
yet taken by Baghdad to provide accountabili-
ty for the loss of nearly a third of the country’s
territory to the Islamist insurgency, alleges
that Maliki had an inaccurate picture of the
threat to the northern city because he chose
commanders who engaged in corruption and
failed to hold them accountable. There has
been no official accounting for how Mosul
was lost, or of who gave the order to abandon
the fight. —Agencies
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ADEN: Heavy fighting between government loyal-
ists and rebels for Yemen’s third city Taez has left
more than 80 people dead in the past 24 hours, mil-
itary sources said yesterday. The dead bodies of 50
Shiite Houthi rebels and allied troops were retrieved
from the city yesterday, the sources in Taez said,
adding that 31 pro-government fighters were also
killed. Military sources said Sunday that pro-govern-
ment forces, supported by Gulf air strikes have
made key gains against the Iran-backed rebels in
Taez-seen as a gateway to the rebel-held capital
Sanaa. They have seized several strategic locations
in the city, including intelligence headquarters, a
fortress from which the rebels had been shelling
Taez, as well as the highest peak overlooking the
city, according to Rashad Al-Sharaabi, spokesman of

the pro-government militia there.
Clashes were ongoing yesterday with fierce

fighting using heavy weaponry reported around
the rebel-held presidential palace. The latest
advance on Taez came after loyalist forces made
sweeping gains in south Yemen, starting with their
recapture of main city Aden in mid-July. Military
sources say the coalition has provided exiled presi-
dent Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi’s supporters with
modern heavy equipment, including tanks and
armored personnel carriers, and Yemeni soldiers
trained in Saudi Arabia. The conflict has cost nearly
4,300 lives since March, half of them civilians,
according to UN figures, while 80 percent of
Yemen’s 21 million people have been left in need of
aid and protection. 

2 Saudi soldiers die
In another development, the Saudi military says two

soldiers have been killed along the border by a missile
fired from inside Yemen. The statement released yester-
day said the soldiers were killed in the Saudi border
region of Jizan. Saudi Arabia has been leading a coali-
tion of Arab countries in airstrikes against Shiite rebels
and their allies in Yemen since March. Several dozen
Saudi soldiers have been killed in border attacks since
the airstrikes began, mostly by missiles launched by the
Houthi rebels and their allies. The United Nations says
health facilities in Yemen have reported more than
4,000 conflict-related deaths since the coalition began
airstrikes. The Houthis overran Yemen’s capital and oth-
er cities last year, forcing the country’s Saudi and US-
backed President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi into exile
in Saudi Arabia. — Agencies 

Over 80 killed in Yemen’s Taez 

TAIZ: Tribal fighters against Shiite rebels known as Houthis give the victory sign as they gather following heavy fighting between the two
groups, in Taez, Yemen. — AP 


