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Fate of nuke deal still 
‘not clear’: Khamenei
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DOUMA: Syrian emergency personnel carry a wounded man following air strikes by Syrian government forces on a marketplace in the rebel-held area of Douma, east of the capital Damascus.  —AFP

DAMASCUS: The toll in Syrian government air
strikes on a rebel-held town outside Damascus
neared 100 yesterday, as the UN’s humanitari-
an chief expressed horror and appealed for
civilians to be protected. Sunday’s series of
raids on the town of Douma, in the rebel bas-
tion of Eastern Ghouta, was one of the bloodi-
est regime attacks in Syria’s four-year war. They
came almost exactly two years after devastat-
ing chemical weapons attacks on the same
region that much of the international commu-
nity blamed on the Syrian government. The
National Coalition, Syria’s main opposition
body in exile, condemned both the air strikes
and the “lukewarm response” by the interna-
tional community towards the war’s civilian
casualties. At least 96 people were killed in the
10 air strikes on a marketplace, according to
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a
Britain-based monitor. 

Another 240 people were wounded, and

the death toll continues to rise as some of
those in a serious condition succumb to their
injuries. Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman
said government aircraft carried out another
four air strikes on Douma yesterday morning,
but he had no immediate details on casualties.
An AFP photographer on Sunday described
the attack as the worst he had covered in the
town. He saw dozens of bodies lined up on the
bloodied floors of one of Douma’s makeshift
clinics, as medics struggled to treat waves of
wounded. Two young boys with bloodied faces
sat on a stretcher as they awaited treatment,
one resting as though exhausted while the
other cried.

‘Mass grave four layers deep’
Yesterday, the photographer said residents

were burying victims of the previous day’s
attack. “They went early to the cemetery to
begin the burials,” he said. “After each mas-

sacre, they bury the dead one on top of each
other. Gravediggers have had to create a mass
grave that is four layers deep to accommodate
the dead.” Eastern Ghouta, a rebel bastion reg-
ularly targeted by government air strikes, has
been under a suffocating siege for nearly two
years. Amnesty International last week accused
the government of committing war crimes
there, saying its heavy aerial bombardment of
the area was compounding the misery created
by the blockade.

Yesterday, the UN’s humanitarian chief
Stephen O’Brien, on his first trip to Syria since
taking the post in May, fiercely condemned
attacks on civilians. At a news conference in
Damascus, he said he was “horrified by the
total disrespect for civilian life in this conflict”. “I
am particularly appalled by reports of air
strikes yesterday causing scores of civilian
deaths and hundreds injured right in the cen-
tre of Douma, a besieged area of Damascus,”

O’Brien said. “I appeal to each and every party
to this protracted conflict to protect civilians
and respect international humanitarian law.”

‘Deliberate’ attacks on civilians 
The Observatory’s Abdel Rahman described

Sunday’s Douma attacks as part of the regime’s
“scorched earth policy”. “The regime wants to
show that it can kill as many people as it wants,
without caring about the international com-
munity,” he said. At least 240,000 people have
been killed in Syria’s war, which began in
March 2011 with protests against President
Bashar Al-Assad’s regime. In a statement, the
opposition National Coalition accused the gov-
ernment of “deliberately” targeting civilians in
Douma. 

“The air strikes were deliberate in that
Assad’s jet fighters fired missiles on market-
places at (a) busy time when they are densely
crowded with the intention of inflicting as

many civilian casualties as possible,” the state-
ment read. But it also said the international
community’s failure to respond to such atroci-
ties contributed to the violence. “The UN
Security Council and the international commu-
nity’s lukewarm response is a contributing fac-
tor in the escalation of massacres against
Syrian civilians,” the Coalition said. 

It criticized international bodies, including
the Security Council, for failing to condemn the
massacres or do more to protect civilians in
Syria. And Coalition head Khaled Khoja said the
Assad regime’s “boldness in committing mas-
sacres against civilians for 53 consecutive
months depends on international silence that
amounts to complicity”.  Elsewhere, rebel fire
on the provincial capital of Assad’s coastal
heartland Latakia killed six people and wound-
ed 19 yesterday, Syrian state TV said. The
Observatory confirmed the attack in Latakia
city but said three had been killed. —AFP 

Syria death toll nears 100; UN aid chief ‘horrified’
The bloodiest regime attacks in Syria’s four-year war

ROME: Italy warned yesterday that Libya risked
turning into “another Somalia” as it signed a joint
statement with the US and several European allies
condemning “barbaric” acts carried out by the
Islamic State group there. Foreign Minister Paolo
Gentiloni said if peace talks did not succeed in
ending the country’s civil war within a few weeks,
“we will find ourselves with another Somalia two
steps from our coasts”.  “Time is limited, particular-
ly now that IS in Sirte has become alarming,” he
told the Italian daily La Stampa, referring to last
week’s bloodshed in the former bastion of late
Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi.  IS militants
seized control of the coastal city in June with mili-
tants beheading 12 local militiamen who had
been battling them before hanging their bodies
on crosses, according to the Libyan news agency
LANA.  

Italy has been badly hit by the chaos in the
North African country, with hundreds of thou-
sands of migrants attempting to reach its shores
from Libya on often unseaworthy vessels —
102,000 this year alone.  But the rise of a jihadist IS
offshoot in the centre of the country is now caus-
ing alarm on the other side of the Mediterranean.
“We are deeply concerned about reports that

these fighters have shelled densely populated
parts of the city and committed indiscriminate
acts of violence to terrorize the Libyan popula-
tion,” said a joint statement by Britain, France,
Germany, Spain and the United States. 

The governments want all sides in Libya “to
join efforts to combat the threat posed by
transnational terrorist groups exploiting Libya for
their own agenda”, according to the statement
released by the US State Department on Sunday.
The situation in Sirte underscores the “urgent
need for parties in Libya to reach agreement on
forming a government of national accord that, in
partnership with the international community,
can provide security against violent extremist
groups seeking to destabilize the country,” the
statement added.  

Libya descended into chaos after Gaddafi was
driven from power by a 2011 uprising backed by
Western air strikes, with two rival governments
and several militias now battling for control of the
oil-rich country. The internationally recognized
Libyan government based in the country’s east
has asked for an extraordinary meeting of the
Arab League, urging Arab countries to “adopt
measures to confront” IS. —AFP

Libya risks becoming 
‘another Somalia’ 

BENGHAZI: Libyan troops loyal to Khalifa Haftar - a retired general and former
chief of staff for Muammar Gaddafi, sit on an armored personnel carrier (APC)
during a demonstration calling on the international community to arm the
Libyan army in the eastern Libyan city of Benghazi. The Tobruk-based govern-
ment (recognized by the international community) said in a statement that
world powers were using ‘double standards’ by fighting IS in Syria and Iraq
and ‘turning a blind eye’ to the presence of the jihadists in Libya. —AFP

Saudi executes three
Sri Lankans, Egyptian

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday executed three Sri
Lankans found guilty of robbing and killing a citizen as
well as an Egyptian convicted of murder in a separate
case, the interior ministry said. The four deaths bring to
120 the number of executions this year in the king-
dom, compared with 87 for the whole of 2014, accord-
ing to AFP tallies. The three Sri Lankans were convicted
of breaking into the Saudi man’s home, striking him on
the head and suffocating him before stealing money,
the ministry said in a statement posted on the official
SPA news agency website.  They were beheaded in the
Red Sea city of Jeddah, it said.  

In a separate statement, the ministry said that
authorities in Eastern Province also executed an
Egyptian man convicted of stabbing and strangling to
death a fellow citizen after an argument. Amnesty
International says Saudi Arabia is one of the world’s
most prolific executioners, along with China, Iran, Iraq
and the United States. Under the conservative king-
dom’s strict Islamic sharia legal code, murder, armed
robbery, rape, drug trafficking and apostasy are all pun-
ishable by death.  Executions in Saudi Arabia are almost
always carried out by beheading. The Interior Ministry
has cited deterrence as a reason for carrying out the
punishments but rights experts have raised concerns
about the fairness of trials in the kingdom. —AFP


