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LS Shuaiba oil refinery 
fire ‘not terror act’

KNPC shuts down Shuaiba refinery after fire 
KUWAIT: A fire at Kuwait’s 200,000 barrel-per-day
Shuaiba oil refinery yesterday which led to its total shut-
down was not the result of a terrorist act, the country’s
spokesperson for the oil industry said in a statement.
Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Sabah said that any talk of a
link to terrorism was, “completely devoid of any truth.”
The cause of the fire is still under investigation. The fire
led to the refinery’s total shutdown but there were no
casualties, an official at state refiner Kuwait National
Petroleum Company (KNPC) said. Ahmed Al-Jemaz, act-
ing chief executive, said in a statement on the compa-
ny’s Twitter account that a fire at the heavy oil cracking
unit at Kuwait’s smallest refinery had been brought
under control.

“No injuries were recorded so far. All the refinery’s
units have been shut down and all employees were
evacuated as a precautionary measure,” Jemaz said in a
statement. He said firefighters and emergency teams
were on high alert. A KNPC source said because of
refined products in storage, the country’s exports deals
would not be affected by the shutdown. It was too early
to say when Shuaiba would be back to full operations
and authorities would investigate the cause of the fire,
the source said.

An industry source had said earlier that there was an
explosion at Shuaiba. OPEC member Kuwait has three
refineries with a combined capacity of 930,000 bpd.
The ageing coastal Shuaiba refinery in southern
Kuwait, commissioned in 1968, is due to be mothballed
after the new 615,000-bpd Al-Zour refinery comes on
line by 2019.
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KUWAIT: Fire erupts at Kuwaitís 200,000 barrel-per-day Shuaiba oil refinery yesterday. The fire led to the refinery’s total
shutdown but there were no casualties, an official at state refiner Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC) said. 

DOHA: Qatar yesterday officially launched
one of its most “significant” labor reforms to
guarantee migrant workers’ wages, but
rights groups are concerned over imple-
mentation of the new regulations. The Wage
Protection System (WPS) aims to ensure
that migrant laborers, many working on
2022 World Cup-related projects, will finally
receive their pay on time. Under the new
system, workers will be paid either twice a
month or monthly, and the wages electroni-
cally transferred direct to their bank
accounts.

Failure to pay salaries on time, especially
for blue collar workers, has been one of the
biggest complaints voiced by rights groups
against companies in the energy-rich Gulf
state. A 2013 academic study, “Portrait of
Low-Income Migrants in Contemporary
Qatar,” found that around a fifth of migrant
workers were “sometimes, rarely or never”
paid on time. Today, a six-month grace peri-
od for businesses to ready for the electronic
payment system expires.
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