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Japanese singer Kyary Pamyu Pamyu performing during the Summer Sonic music festival at Makuhari Messe in Chiba City, Chiba
prefecture. — AFP photos

The queen of Japan’s sugar-coated pop
scene, Kyary Pamyu Pamyu has unveiled
bold plans to conquer the world-just as

soon as she’s done her English homework. Still
only 22, Kyary’s rise to superstardom has been
meteoric, a coquettish charm and off-kilter pop
appeal spawning a string of number ones and
viral videos and thrusting her firmly to the fore-
front of Japanese “kawaii” (cute) culture. Despite
extraordinary fame in her home country and fre-
quent comparisons to American divas Katy Perry
and Lady Gaga, the popette wants to capture
hearts and minds further afield. “I’m happy for
people to liken me to Katy Perry or Lady Gaga so
I’m working hard to emulate them and become
a global star,” Kyary said in a backstage interview
before performing at the Summer Sonic music
festival outside Tokyo this weekend.

“I admire Katy Perry and always looked up to
her,” added the singer and fashion model,
perched on a sofa backstage in a fluffy pink skirt
with a giant yellow bow crowning her strawber-
ry blonde locks. “I don’t have Katy’s sexy style so
I’m focusing on introducing Japan’s unique cute-
ness and quirky music to the world.” Kyary’s bub-
blegum fashion carefully mirrors the kawaii
craze sparked in the colorful boutiques of
Tokyo’s trendy Shibuya and Harajuku districts.

Popular all over Asia, the almost cartoon-like
trend reflecting the quality of looking and acting
cute has also been flirted with by some Western
stars-including Gaga and Perry.

“We are similar in having a clearly defined
concept or theme for our videos or live shows,”
Kyary said, referring to Perry. “But I know I’ve got
to improve my English. My new song’s about
Halloween and has an English chorus, but my
pronunciation isn’t very good. “I just hope peo-
ple think it’s cute.” Another English song, ‘Ring a
Bell,’ features the helium-voiced singer demand-
ing over and over, and over: “ring, ring, ring a
bell, ring a bell, ring-a-ring a bell,” while the
smash hit ‘PonPonPon’ contains lyrics just as
capable of turning the listener cross-eyed.
“Everyday ‘pon,’ everytime is ‘pon,’ I want to ride a
merry-go-round!” she reports, and in the video-
viewed more than 83 million times on YouTube
Kyary flutters her eyelashes and pats herself on
the backside as she slips into a dizzying array of
wacky costumes.

Kyary clones 
“Ring A Bell is really Japanese-English,’ confid-

ed the pop phenomenon, wrinkling up her nose.
“I’ve definitely got to study English this year.”
Kyary, who released her debut album in 2011,

describes her sound as a mish-mash of styles.
“It’s hard to pigeon-hole it,” she said. “I suppose it
would come under the genre of J-pop but also
‘Harajuku girl’ or Harajuku style. Perhaps it might
also be a bit of electro pop but I haven’t espe-
cially thought of myself as belonging to a genre.”

Her techno-pop went down well with a sun-
baked Summer Sonic crowd waiting for headlin-
ers the Chemical Brothers as her backing
dancers-pint-sized Kyary clones-supplied more
saccharine sweetness to the kawaii overload.
Kyary has triggered controversy, notably when
her music video for the 2013 single
“Furisodation” sparked protests from anti-alco-
hol abuse campaigners for showing her swig-
ging from a bottle to celebrate coming of age.
But she remains fiercely determined to conquer
the North American and European markets, with
two world tours-including sold-out shows in Los
Angeles and New York-under her belt already.

“Japanese people are usually shy so they sort
of just clap along,” she said. “But fans abroad
scream ‘Kyary, Kyary!’ They really get into it. It’s a
bit like Summer Sonic. Most people have come
to see foreign bands.” Getting up from the sofa,
she added: “I’m first on stage in the morning, so
the crowd will be half-asleep. I’ll have to open
their eyes!” — AFP

Japan’s ‘kawaii’ queen Kyary
Pamyu Pamyu eyes global domination

Politically charged rapper Talib Kweli yes-
terday released a musical indictment of

capitalism and, true to his principles, he
gave it away for free. The New York rapper,
known for his left-wing activism, put out
with no prior warning a new album entitled
“F*** the Money,” which listeners can
download for free from his website. As its
name implies, the title song attacks the role
of money in society-including in hip-hop,
where many stars are eager to show off
their lavish lifestyles.

“Now our greed dangerous as a heart
condition / Rap niggas lie like politicians,”
Kweli raps. “Money makes niggas break
promises / Money turn niggas into pharma-
cists,” he says, referring to drug-dealing. The
song, set to a synth-laden beat, is a collabo-
ration with Cassper Nyovest, one of the
leading rappers in South Africa. Nyovest
boasts in the song that he is “Africa’s num-
ber one” and declares, “There’s niggas rich-
er than me who still wish they were me.”
The album also features a guest appear-
ance by a notable non-hip-hop figure
Patrick Stump, the frontman of alternative
rockers Fall Out Boy.

Kweli is known for his outspoken views
against police brutality and has been active
after recent deaths of African Americans at
the hands of officers. In one of his more con-
troversial views, Kweli has said he does not
vote because he does not believe an individ-
ual can produce change in a system he sees
as thoroughly corrupted by money. — AFP
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Singer Talib Kweli as he performs during
the Music of Prince at Carnegie Hall in
New York. — AFP

Dueling descendants of guitar legend
Jimi Hendrix have reached a settle-
ment after going to court over the

rights to T-shirts and other merchandise bear-
ing his image. The Seattle-born Hendrix, a
pioneering player of the electric guitar, died
at age 27 in 1970 with no will, leaving his
father to take charge of his estate. The father,
Al Hendrix, died in 2002 after transferring
rights to the estate to his adopted daughter
Janie Hendrix. 

The sister, who runs the companies
Experience Hendrix and Authentic Hendrix,
filed a lawsuit in 2009 against Hendrix
Licensing, which was run by Nevada entrepre-
neur Andrew Pitsicalis with the guitarist’s
brother, Leon.

The sister’s companies charged that the
rival had knowingly marketed merchandise
with trademarked images, such as T-shirts
with an electric guitar that features Jimi
Hendrix’s face on the body. Seattle-based fed-
eral judge Thomas Zilly in May issued an
injunction against Hendrix Licensing, pro-
hibiting the Nevada company from using the
face-guitar image or Hendrix’s signature. The
judge also banned the firm from using
Hendrix’s name in its business, although he
stopped short of a blanket bar on anything
related to the guitarist.

Before the case could go to trial, the two
sides reached a settlement, a court document
showed. The document said that Pitsicalis
would be required to pay a settlement over
five years, although the amount was not spec-
ified. The resolution of the case was earlier
reported by The Seattle Times. Images of
deceased celebrities have long been a con-

tentious area, with mixed legal views on the
rights of the heirs. A jury in Nevada in 2011
ordered a company to pay more than $2 mil-
lion to the estate of Jamaican reggae legend
Bob Marley for selling T-shirts with his likeness
at major retailers such as Walmart. A federal
judge upheld the decision earlier this year,
saying that the T-shirts could give the impres-
sion that Marley had endorsed them. — AFP

Hendrix family feud 
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This undated per formance photo
shows Jimi Hendrix at an unknown
location. — AP

Grethe Boe-Waal, the writer-director of
Sundance-preeming Norwegian hit
movie “Operation Arctic,” is set to follow

up with Swedish action thriller Hand in Hand” (a
working title). Budgeted at around 3 million
Euros ($3.3 million) , “Hand in Hand” centers on a
12-year-old girl who finds out her dad works as
an undercover cop and has been kidnapped by
gangsters. Bringing along her friend, who comes
from a much different background, the tweener
embarks on a high-voltage road trip across the
country to rescue her father.

Produced by Leif Mohlin’s Mint AB, “Hand in
Hand” is penned by Erik Ahrnbom (“Stockholm
Stories”) and Boe-Waal. It’s based on an idea by
Mohlin and wife/fellow producer Helene Mohlin.
“It’s a real twist on movie like ‘Taken,’ where you
have a father searching for his kid. These two
girls are as fearless as action stars and they’ll be
fun to watch,” said Boe-Waal, who added “‘Hand
in Hand’ will be packed with action and suspense
as well as heart-warming scenes.” The helmer,

whose “Operation Arctic” won an Amanda prize
(Norway’s top film honor) for best children fea-
ture, also pointed out Sweden provided a com-
pelling backdrop for an action-adventure movie
because of the diversity of its settings. 

“We’ll be shooting in the Swedish wilderness
as well as the urban landscapes such as
Stockholm,” revealed Boe-Waal, who grew up in
the Norwegian wilderness.

“Even though the film has thriller elements,
our goal is to make it entertaining for family
audiences, as everything we do,” said Mohlin. The
producer, who previously teamed with Boe-Waal
on several Swedish TV series for kids and families,
praised the filmmaker’s storytelling skills and
ability to work with children. “Operation Arctic,”
which centers on three sibling kids caught up in
a winter storm on the island of Spitsbergen, is
playing at Haugesund. Pic world premiered at
Sundance and screened at Toronto, among other
festivals. TrustNordisk has now sold the movie to
several territories. — Reuters
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Ne-Yo performs in concert at Citi Field in New York City. — AFP

Canadian rapper Drake has broken his
silence on a deadly shooting at an
after-party for his music festival at a

downtown Toronto nightclub 10 days ago.
In a statement posted to his website,
October’s Very Own, he said he has been in
a “moral bind” because his advisers and
lawyers worried that anything he said
could be misinterpreted, but he is “choos-
ing to follow (his) heart.” Two people were
killed and three others were injured after
shots were fired Aug. 4 at the crowded
Muzik nightclub, after Drake’s OVO Fest.

Drake, born Aubrey Graham, writes that
his “deepest condolences” go out to the
families of Ariela Navarro-Fenoy, 26, and
Duvel Hibbert, 23, who were killed in the
shooting. “The last few days I have been in
a moral bind,” he begins in his blog post. He
laments the “violence that continues to
escalate” in his hometown of Toronto and
says it is Torontonians’ “public responsibility
to ensure the safety and well-being of one
another.” “I stare into the eyes of so many
young people and I wish to see them all
shine as bright as they possibly can in this
lifetime,” Drake wrote.

“I encourage my generation to show as
much value and gratitude as you can for
the lives we have been gifted. My deepest
condolences go out to the Navarro-Fenoy
and Hibbert families for their loss of Ariela
and Duvel.” Police said they are looking for
two suspects in the shootings. It remains
unclear whether Drake was in the club

when the shooting began at about 3 am.
Hibbert was gunned down inside Muzik in
a targeted attack. Police have refused to
answer that question and Drake didn’t
address it in his blog post. At a news con-
ference earlier in the week, Toronto Police
Chief Mark Saunders was repeatedly asked
about Drake.

He said investigators have received very
little information from the thousands of
people who were at the club that night
who might have been witnesses. Saunders
said he wanted people to “do the right
thing” and talk to police. Navarro-Fenoy
was an innocent bystander, according to
the police chief, when she was shot and
killed outside about a block away. Her fami-
ly has demanded answers and also asked
Drake to speak out. After the shooting, the
club said in a statement that its last patrons
of the night were exiting the building as
gunshots were heard. The club said it had
over 70 security guards on duty and that
visitors were inspected with metal-detect-
ing wands.

Police said there were “high-profile
entertainment figures” at the party, but
said they could not confirm whether Drake
and rapper Kanye West were there at the
time of the shooting. 

Both earlier performed at Drake’s OVO
Fest at a concert venue not far from the
club. “I pray for better times and better
understanding,” Drake wrote at the end of
his statement. — AP
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‘Pirates of the Caribbean 5’ 
Depp hits D23 Expo in
Jack Sparrow costume

Johnny Depp made an appearance in costume as
Jack Sparrow at Disney’s D23 Expo in Anaheim to
tease the fifth installment in the “Pirates of the

Caribbean” franchise, “Dead Men Tell No Tales,” joining
Walt Disney Pictures’ president of production Sean Bailey
on stage.  “Where are we?” Depp (or “Captain Jack”)
asked after staggering on stage. Bailey replied,
“Disneyland.” Blinking thoughtfully, Jack responded,
“Never heard of it,” before he started throwing out
grapes into the audience, mirroring Pixar boss John
Lasseter’s presentation yesterday, in which Lasseter gave
out shirts from the stage. “Grape! Grape! It bounced,
don’t pick it up. I hate grapes. I despise the rotten little
things,” he muttered while distributing the freebies.

“I came to sing you a song!” he declared, before
being ushered off the stage by Bailey. “I didn’t want to
sing you a song anyway!” He insisted as a parting shot.
“Dead Men Tell No Tales” recently wrapped production,
and is slated for release on July 7, 2017. The fifth
installment in the franchise stars Depp along with
returning stars Orlando Bloom ( Will Turner) and
Geoffrey Rush (Captain Barbossa), and franchise new-
comers Javier Bardem, Brenton Thwaites and Kaya
Scodelario. — Reuters

Actor Johnny Depp, left, makes a surprise appear-
ance at Disney’s D23 Expo, a fan convention, to
accept the Disney Legend Award honor from Disney
CEO Bob Iger.

Canadian singer
Drake performs at the
Wireless festival in
Finsbury Park, 
in London. —AP


