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Smith ‘won’t appear 
in Bad Boys 3’ 

Will Smith won’t star in the two up-coming ‘Bad Boys’ films - but will be involved in
some capacity. The 46-year-old actor has appeared as Miami detective Mike
Lowrey alongside Martin Lawrence’s cop character Marcus Burnett in the action

comedy franchise since its inception in 1995, but there is a strong possibility he will not be
reprising the role. Despite this, the ‘Fresh Prince of Be Air’ star will be involved in ‘Bad Boys
3’ in a producer capacity and has signed up to assist on the recently confirmed fourth film
in the series, according to The Hollywood Reporter. Last year, Martin, 50, revealed that the
script was well under way and even tagged Will in a post on Twitter regarding production.
When asked about the next installment, he said: “ I just talked to Jerry Bruckheimer (pro-
ducer) yesterday. He said it’s real, they’re working on the script, they’re getting close - and
it all looks good.” Meanwhile, the star’s production company Overbrook Entertainment is
reportedly busy with developing a family comedy show that will be a similar story to ‘The
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air’. ‘Bad Boys 3’ is set for release in February 2017 and ‘Bad Boys 4’ in
July 2019. 

Ice Cube: People
prefer Nice Cube 

Ice Cube thinks people would “much rather see Nice Cube than Ice Cube
any day”. The 46-year-old rapper-turned-actor has revealed he’s a huge fan
of his own movies, which he described as “great”, and thinks his audience

enjoys seeing him assume the role of likable characters. Cube said: “I’m not
surprised that I’m now doing movies. My movies are great, they do good, and
people watch them over and over again. “On my records, that’s not a charac-
ter or an actor you’re hearing, that’s real life. But in a movie, I can be anybody
because it’s all just make-believe. “What’s astonishing is how people say that
because you did this kind of movie, you must be this kind of person. People
would much rather see Nice Cube than Ice Cube any day.” In the new NWA
biopic, ‘Straight Outta Compton’, the role of Cube is played by his son, O’Shea
Jackson Jr, and he’s backed his son for the part, despite having not grown up
in the ghetto. He told The Red Bulletin: “When you black in America, you get-
ting the flavour of everything. People look at you like you don’t have nothing,
or you come from ‘the ghetto’.  “No matter how much money is in my son’s
pocket and no matter that he never grew up in the ‘hood because he didn’t
have to, he’s young and black so he’s still seen as a hood person. He still feels
the pressure. “And then some people make you feel not as cool because you
don’t come from Watts and Compton. But it ain’t where you’re from, it’s
where you’re at.”

Stewart to play 

a ‘different ’ Charles 

Xavier in Wolverine 3 

Sir Patrick Stewart is set to play a “different version” of
Charles Xavier in ‘Wolverine 3’. The 75-year-old star -
who’s appeared as the professor in the superhero film

series - has revealed his character will be markedly differ-
ent from his previous on-screen appearances in the new
movie. He explained to Digital Spy: “There is, I am told, a
‘Wolverine’ movie in development that would include
Charles Xavier, but a very different Charles Xavier from the
one we have seen before. And I don’t quite know what that
means, but I’m very excited about it. “He’s a terrific charac-
ter, but I am looking forward - if what I’ve been told is true -
to a different version of Charles. We shall see.” Last month,
Hugh Jackman - who stars as Wolverine - asked fans what
they want to see happen in his final outing as the super-
hero. Hugh took to his Twitter account to canvas fans’ opin-
ions about what should happen to Wolverine. He wrote:
“My last time putting on the claws. What do you want to
see happen? 50 words or less. I’ll read as many as I can.
(sic)”

Galifianakis ‘wanted to play 
The Joker in Lego Batman’ 

Zach Galifianakis is being lined up to voice the part of The Joker in the ‘Lego Batman’
movie. The 45-year-old comedian - who starred in the award-winning ‘Birdman’ last
year - is in the final stage of negotiations to voice the part of the villain in the much-

discussed new movie, according to The Hollywood Reporter. Assuming he is confirmed in
the role, Galifianakis will be joined by Will Arnett, who is reprising the role of the Caped
Crusader, and Michael Cera, who was recently cast in the role of Robin. The movie is being
produced by Dan Lin, Phil Lord, Roy Lee and Christopher Miller, while ‘The Lego Movie’s
animation supervisor Chris McKay has been brought on board to direct. In addition to his
starring role in ‘Lego Batman’, Michael Cera is currently working on Seth Rogen’s star-stud-
ded animated ensemble ‘Sausage Party’, which features Paul Rudd, James Franco and
Salma Hayek. The ‘Juno’ star has also acquired the film rights to Charles Portis’ 1985 novel
‘Masters of Atlantis’, which follows a man who becomes embroiled in a quasi-religious cult,
which he plans to write, star in and direct.

Akshay Kumar: 
I suffered injuries 

while making Brothers 
Akshay Kumar suffered “abdominal injuries” on the set of ‘Brothers’. The 47-year-old

Indian actor - who stars in the new movie about two estranged, street-fighting brothers
- has revealed that in an effort to make the action sequences appear life-like, he

endured some seriously painful injuries. Asked whether some of the action scenes were dan-
gerous, the mixed martial artist and movie star said: “Yes, mixed martial arts is a dangerous
practice that could result in injuries and loss of life.”Even during filming we would end up with
abdominal injuries and smacks on our face but overall it was important for the role to look real-
istic and conditioning for us actors to make the movie as real as possible. “Despite being a pro-
fessional martial artists, I underwent vigorous training for six months to be fit for the role.”But
besides all the fighting, there’s also a poignant love story at the heart of the film which we find
out later is the main reason why my character goes on to become a street mixed martial artist
fighter.” And given the physical nature of his role, Akshay was required to undergo an intense
fitness regime to ensure he was prepared for the task. He shared: “The main part of the training
was a 6 month intense and gruelling work-out followed by practicing different fighting styles,
like judo, karate, kyudo, aikido and other mixed martial arts.” ‘Brothers’ is released international-
ly today through Fox Star Studios India.

Mark Wahlberg
cast in Partners 

Mark Wahlberg has been cast in a ‘Mr and Mrs Smith’-
style new movie. The 44-year-old actor is to feature in
the Evan Turner-scripted comedy-drama, which is

said to be similar to the 2005 romantic comedy featuring Brad
Pitt and Angelina Jolie, Deadline reports. Rather than featur-
ing the typical ‘bromance’ storyline, ‘Partners’ will see Mark line
up alongside a female partner. The story involves the
Hollywood star playing an LAPD detective who falls for a
beautiful woman following a one-night stand.  Subsequently,
however, it’s revealed she is an FBI agent and also his new
boss on a high profile case.  This comes shortly after Mark
revealed he initially turned down the opportunity to star in
‘Ted’, admitting the idea for the film about a talking teddy bear
sounded “absurd” when he first heard about it. Mark said:
“When you hear about (‘Ted’) for the first time, it sounds
absurd. There’s no good way to pitch it. It’s ridiculous. So, I was
like, ‘Absolutely not!’ It was one of those things where I was
getting pressure from every angle. “And then, when I talked to
another agent about another project that I was producing and
looking at one of their clients, they were like, ‘I heard you’re
doing Ted.’ I was like, ‘What is this thing?’”Bellucci is a ‘seductive 

on-screen presence’ 
Sam Mendes thinks Monica Bellucci is an “incredibly seductive” on-screen pres-

ence in ‘Spectre’. The acclaimed director - who’s returned to the Bond franchise
after helming the 2012 hit ‘Skyfall’ - has revealed he’s delighted to have cast

Monica, 50, and LÈa Seydoux as the secret agent’s love interests in the eagerly-await-
ed new movie. He shared: “In ‘Spectre’, the two women he hooks up with both have
great mystery.  “Both have depths and for that you need fantastic actresses and I just
thought Monica Bulluci.  “You know, it makes sense in the story, makes sense with
the ages of the characters we’re dealing with. She’s an incredibly seductive presence,
in life and in the movie, and I’m thrilled she’s in it.” Meanwhile, Monica revealed her
excitement at securing a starring role in the legendary franchise. The Italian actress
said: “James Bond is a part of cinema history. And I respect so much all of the James
Bond girls, because I think they are incredible actresses. [Lea] is very beautiful and
very talented - she’s a great James Bond girl.” ‘Spectre’ sees Daniel Craig return to the
role of Bond, and he will feature alongside the likes of Christoph Waltz and Naomie
Harris.

Madonna dons designer
gear for tour 

Madonna has teamed up with Gucci for her ‘Rebel Heart’ tour costumes. The
56-year-old star is set to embark on a world tour next month and has
teamed up with the brand’s creative director Alessandro Michele to create

designer items to wear on stage, including a pair of black shoes with laces up to her
knees. Posting a snap of the shoes on Instagram, she wrote: “Nothing Glamorous
about this bathroom but these Gucci Boots are Eeeeevrythang! #rebelhearttour (sic).”

In other images, the ‘Living For Love’ hitmaker
has shown off a jewelled bodice, numerous
glitzy rings and a heavily embroidered, eye-
catching dress featuring the ‘Rebel Heart’ logo,
from her 13th studio album released in March.
Elsewhere, the singer posted another snap
online of a bespoke leather biker jacket, featur-
ing studs and rivets along with ‘Rebel Heart’
scrawled across the back and images of wasps
and a heart. Alongside an image of the item,
she wrote on Instagram: “Thank You Gucci for
this Gorgeous Gift!@lallo25 #rebelheart (sic).”
The mother-of-four is also expected to wear
items designed by Miu Miu, Prada and
Moschino when the tour kicks off in Montreal,
Canada on September 9. —Bang Showbiz


