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Rita Ora: Calvin 
Harris didnt 

cause album delay 
Rita Ora insists Calvin Harris never caused the delay of her sec-

ond album. The ‘I Will Never Let You Down’ hitmaker had
worked on four tracks with the Scottish DJ, but when they

ended their relationship he blocked her from using them, although
she insists it was just her busy schedule that kept her out of the
recording studio, meaning she hadn’t had time to do much work on
her LP. She said: “I have to be very clear - there was never a
record.”There were about four tracks that were building into a
record but it was never like, ‘OK, we’re ready to go’. “‘I Will Never Let
You Down’ came out because I wanted to put it out there and then
because that’s how I felt at that point in my life. “I wasn’t thinking,
‘Well what are you going to follow it up with Rita?’ I was like, ‘I don’t
care, we’re putting it out.’ “So I had to finish the record and I never
really got round to it because I was touring around, then I was pro-
moting ‘I Will Never...’, then I started to shoot ‘Southpaw’ then ... per-
sonally, things didn’t go to plan.” The 24-year-old star felt it best to
take time out to recover from her heartbreak instead of “wasting”
time and money attempting to work on the record. She added: “I
was in a moment in my life where I knew that if I walked into a
recording studio, you’re not gonna get the best work out of me. “So
I’m not gonna waste people’s money and time to do something
that I know I’m probably not gonna like when I’m in a good pace.”
And Rita insists she isn’t upset at losing the tracks she worked on
with Calvin because she has some “greater” ones instead. She told
Glamour magazine: “They’re great tunes. But it’s OK, we can make
greater tunes. We have made greater tunes. It’s absolutely fine.”

Emily Ratajkowski hides when she hears Robin Thicke’s track ‘Blurred Lines’ in
bars. The 24-year-old bikini model and actress was made famous when she
starred in the music video in which she appears naked and Pharrell and

Robin Thicke are fully clothed, singing “You know you want it” at her, but says it
now makes her cower in embarrassment and she even mistakes it for Marvin
Gaye’s ‘Give it Up’. She said: “I have to say, from someone who really knows the
beginning of ‘Blurred Lines’ when it comes on, half the time it’s the Marvin Gaye
song, but I’ve already tried to leave the place or hide, and then it’s like. ‘Oh it’s the
Marvin Gaye one, what was I stressing about? They’re that similar.” The ‘Gone Girl’
actress wouldn’t appear in the video if asked now. She said: “I think I’ve done
enough nudity now that I don’t really need to do ‘Blurred Lines’ again. Like, if
someone asked me to do it now, I’d probably say no.” Whilst the brunette beauty
insisted she has no regrets, she confessed she didn’t actually like the idea of the
project - which was later accused of being “rapey” - when first approached, and
also didn’t care that it was Pharrell Williams who wanted her to do it. She said: “It
was so bad. I was like, there is absolutely no way they could pay me enough mon-
ey. “I didn’t care. Because it’s me, and it’s me, so I don’t care who’s attached to it.”
But acclaimed music director Diane Martel - who has worked with Miley Cyrus -
convinced the star. She told GQ magazine: “We just connected personally, she’s
smart, she’s really culturally sensitive, and she talked to me about her ideas and
how the women would be in the video.”
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Jepsen starstruck for 
‘entire’ shoot with Hanks 

Carly Rae Jepsen was starstruck during her entire video
shoot with Tom Hanks. The 29-year-old singer cast the
Hollywood star in the promo clip for ‘I Really Like You’ and

struggled to stay cool because she was so excited to spend
time with him. She said: “I was on a cloud that whole shoot.
Usually I’m starstruck for a minute and once I get to talk to the
person and realise how human they are, it’s like, OK, you’re real-
ly chill.’ “With Tom Hanks, even though he made things really
comfortable for the entire day, in my head I kept being like, ‘It’s
Tom Hanks!’ Oh my goodness!’ “I tried to keep it cool on the out-
side. I was telling my friends, ‘I want to bring props from his
videos like a box of chocolates and a volleyball and get him to
sign everything.’ And they were like, ‘Please don’t do that. Try to
be cool.’ “ Carly is good friends with Justin Bieber and enjoyed
being in the audience for his recent Comedy Central roast -
though she did feel guilty when she laughed at the jokes. She
told heat magazine: “I was there in the front row for the Bieber
roast. That was a lot of fun - you could see he was so lightheart-
ed about it. “I was proud. It was funny, we were on a table with
all the people from his management team, and every time
there was a good joke, we were all guiltily drinking our wine
and being like, ‘Is it OK if we laugh?’”

Ella Eyre became a singer when ear infections
ended her swimming dreams. The 21-year-
old star initially wanted to pursue her sport-

ing passion when she was younger but gave it up
after frequently getting ill, something which she
now regards as a “blessing in disguise”. She said: “I
wanted to be a swimmer when I was growing up -
I trained so hard, but at 13 I had to give it up as I
kept getting really bad ear infections.”It was obvi-
ously a blessing in disguise, because I started dra-
ma and eventually moved to The Brit School.” And
Ella planned to become a musical theatre actress
until her vocal coach suggested she try singing
full-time. She added: “My coach introduced me to
the man who is still  my manager today, we
worked together for a year just experimenting
with different sounds, and a month after leaving

The Brit School, I was signed by Virgin.” The
‘Gravity’ singer is stunned by how far she has
come in such a short space of time. She told
Glamour magazine: “You know when people ask,
‘Where do you see yourself in five years?’ Well,
never, not for one second, could I have imagined
what might happen over just one year. To play
Glastonbury and a sold-out UK tour and now
being the face of a perfume [Emporio Armani’s
Diamonds] - it’s crazy. But there’s still so much to
do.”

Amber Heard “raises her game” when working with “great tal-
ents”. The 29-year-old actress feels “very lucky” to have starred
alongside Eddie Redmayne in ‘The Danish Girl’, Christopher

Walken in ‘When I Live My Life Over Again’ and James Franco in ‘The
Adderall Diaries’, because they are all so talented, which inspires her
to push herself harder. She said: “I’m very lucky that I’ve been able to
work with actors like Eddie Redmayne, Christopher Walken and
James Franco.  “When you find yourself among great talents like that
you experience a tremendous sense of satisfaction. It helps you raise
your game as well.” In ‘The Danish Girl’, Eddie plays Lili Elbe, one of
the first people to have gender reassignment surgery and Amber
thinks it will do a lot to educate people and break down taboos
around the subject. She told HELLO! magazine: “It’s an issue that is
gaining more and more attention and it’s going to help the trans-
gender community deal with the social and sexual stigma attached
to gender issues. “Gender identity was not a big issue in Greek and
Roman times, where notions of gay or straight were not so rigidly
defined as now. “A film like this can break down a lot of taboos and
misconceptions - and Eddie gives an incredible performance.”

Charlize Theron chooses her roles so her son can grow up in a “better world”.
The 40-year-old actress - who adopted three-year-old Jackson in 2012 -
insists she never worries about her projects impacting on family life, but is

attracted to parts in “difficult and socially conscious” movies because she wants to
make a difference. Asked if motherhood makes her worry about accepting certain
parts, she said: “That’s not really an issue for me. I’ve never been the kind of actor
who takes their roles home with them. “Once I leave the set, that’s it. I’m not brood-
ing or sad. “As a mother, I actually feel more drawn to playing in difficult and socially
conscious films so tat my son Jackson can grow up in a better world.” In the early
days of her career, the ‘Dark Places’ actress struggled financially, but she insists her
situation wasn’t difficult and most women in Hollywood share the same deter-
mined streak. She told OK! magazine: “Every actor faces the same situation and I
don’t consider myself particularly heroic because I wouldn’t take no for an answer.
“But I can tell you one thing - that most of the women who succeed in this business
are incredibly determined, regardless of how talented or beautiful they may hap-
pen to be.”

Charlize Theron: I choose 
films to make a ‘better world’ 

Iron Maiden unveil new single
Iron Maiden have unveiled their first single in five

years. The heavy metal band has premiered
‘Speed of Light’, which is the first track to be tak-

en from their forthcoming 16th studio album ‘The
Book of Souls’ - their first since 2010’s ‘The Final
Frontier’ - which will be released on September 4.
The rockers recorded the collection in Paris at the
end of last year with long-standing producer Kevin
Shirley, although the release was delayed when
frontman Bruce Dickinson was diagnosed with
tongue cancer, later being given the all-clear in May
following treatment. Last month the 57-year-old star
said the health scare has made him want to “stop
wasting time” and only do things which are impor-
tant to him. He told BANG Showbiz: “Once I got
through it, I just wanted to get on with life, and stop
wasting time. I now have less time for people who
waste my time. It’s not that I’m impatient, I just think
now that there are more important things to do
than waste my time on people who are just wasting
my time, there are more important things really.
That’s it really, not a great deal has changed. I didn’t
have any great religious experience as a result of it.”

Cavill feels ‘so cool’
as Superman 

Henry Cavill feels “so cool” in his Superman cos-
tume. The 32-year-old actor is set to reprise
the superhero role in ‘Batman V Superman:

Dawn of Justice’ and feels “honored” to be a part of
such an iconic franchise. He said: “It really, truly is an
honor, not just in getting to do it once, but to be
granted the opportunity again, it’s magical.”Stepping
in front of the mirror, with the costume on, I cannot
describe the feeling. It’s so cool.” Henry stars opposite
Ben Affleck as Batman in the movie, and is a huge fan
of his “extraordinary” co-star. He said: “I’m big fan of
his. I think he’s got an extraordinary talent. He’s got
his own signature and style. He does things his own
way and I really respect that. “He’s had his ups and
downs and now ups again and I think that helps cul-
tivate a wealth of character in a career and a person.”
The ‘Man of Steel’ actor has to bulk up to play
Superman and it causes him an “expensive” problem
as it requires a whole new wardrobe for when he isn’t
working. He told HELLO! magazine: “It’s not so much
an unusual problem as an expensive one. “When I
bulk up, I can’t fit into any of my clothes, so I have to
go out and buy a new wardrobe, essentially. And
then they’re all hanging off me when I’m smaller.”
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