
MONDAY, AUGUST 17, 2015

You’re intent on doing an excellent job on whatever projects you choose to tack-
le today. Your current willingness to put in the extra time inspires others to
appreciate you even more. You may be motivated on your own, but being
noticed certainly doesn’t hurt. Just don’t let the compliments swell your head;
hard work all but ensures your success as long as you don’t expect more than
you deserve. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Someone may be pulling strings behind the curtains, possibly manipulating you
to change your current direction. However, you’re inclined to push back if you
feel coerced. Your obstinacy could stand in the way of learning whatever it is you
need to know at this time, especially if you try to overwhelm others with your
perspective before they are able to say anything at all. Stay open to the facts
even if they’re not what you want to hear now. The truth can set you free. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You might actually believe you could earn a gold medal in mental gymnastics,
but each clever thought you add to a conversation today is ignored as if you
don’t even exist. You may start to feel invisible because your ideas don’t seem
capable of gaining traction. It’s no fun if you can’t make yourself understood, but
don’t let your frustration define your day. Instead, recognize that you’re just a bit
off in your delivery now. Thankfully, this communication quagmire won’t last;
you can play to a more willing audience tomorrow. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

It’s essential to say exactly what you mean today or a miscommunication can
suddenly turn a seemingly unimportant comment into a major meltdown. Open
conflict serves no purpose now, since you’re already cognizant of the current dif-
ferences of opinion. There may not be an obvious resolution because arguments
might miss the point entirely. Think about the impact of your words before you
say anything at all. A well-crafted message will produce your desired results. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You need to rely on your inner resources today rather than basing your feelings
on acquiring new possessions. Unfortunately, if you’re suffering from a bout of
low self-esteem, you probably won’t think you are deserving of something spe-
cial now, anyway. Nevertheless, you’re likely being harder on yourself than need-
ed. Stay aware of any lingering negativity while delaying a purchase decision
until tomorrow when your approach will be fair and balanced. No amount of
money will make you happy if you’re not happy with yourself. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Your moods are shifting with irregularity now that the evocative Moon is back in
your sign. It feels as if you’re riding a see-saw today; you’re quite confident one
moment and feeling shaky the next. Instead of taking time to acknowledge the
positive side of a situation, you could be swept downward in a self-judgmental
spiral. Luckily, you have the power to change your direction and to propel your-
self to the top of your game. Make an empowering decision and stick with it, no
matter what happens along the way. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

It’s as if clouds have descended over your imagination, making it an uphill battle
to share your thoughts today. Unfortunately, you might not be able to latch onto
a positive vision to lift yourself out of your malaise. Thankfully, someone special
may suddenly come along and inspire you, catalyzing the change you need.
Your disappointment could dissipate quickly if you’re open enough to accept
well-intended assistance when it’s offered. The right decision can make your
dreams come true. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You might choose to participate in a group event with social acquaintances or
neighbors today, even if you don’t have much in common with those involved.
Maybe you’re driven by the potential connections you could make, rather than
deepening any one relationship. Give yourself permission to engage without
having to justify your decision, especially since the pros likely outweigh the cons,
anyway. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You may attempt to adhere to your established schedule so you can set a good
example for others to follow today. But keeping everyone else in line is tricky
when you’re feeling so antsy yourself. Fortunately, you should be able to balance
your current responsibilities with the incoming waves of restlessness if you keep
track of your priorities. Focusing your intentions in the present moment is easier
if you remember the long-term payoff will bring lasting satisfaction in the end.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You’re fantasizing about a familiar escape now that the Moon is brightening your
9th House of Travel. Unfortunately, you can’t focus on the necessary planning for
your dream vacation now, especially if you believe it’s just an unrealistic flight of
your imagination. Stop worrying about the practicalities of your big ideas.
Sometimes it’s more important to dream than anything else. Failing to reach your
objective may be disappointing, but having no goals at all can be tragic. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Improving your financial situation may be one of your top concerns now.
However, it’s crucial to concentrate on creating common ground with someone
else, rather than blazing your own trail to wealth. The reflective Moon highlights
your 7th House of Partners, helping to stabilize a relationship today as long as
you’re willing to remain honest about your needs. Things might not change as
quickly as you wish. Paradoxically, taking a less aggressive approach to making
money is the fastest way to reduce the pressure.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You might have revealed your opinion too quickly about an important issue, and
now you’re unable to take back your words. A disagreement with your partner
today can suddenly turn the sweetest relationship into a temporary battlefield.
Your good intentions aren’t enough; you also must remain vigilant or everything
could quickly grow nasty. Take complete responsibility for your current role in the
sketchy dynamics to get the process moving in the right direction once again. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 994

ACROSS
1. (computer science) A computer that is run-
ning software that allows users to leave mes-
sages and access information of general inter-
est.
4. A city in northern Nigeria.
11. A telephone connection.
15. The syllable naming the sixth (submediant)
note of a major or minor scale in solmization.
16. Relating to or demonstrating acapnia.
17. (prefix) Indicating difference or variation.
18. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part
of an organism.
19. A university town in east central Illinois
adjoining Champaign.
20. God of the underworld.
21. Linear with respect to each of two variables
or positions.
23. A heavy odorless colorless gas formed dur-
ing respiration and by the decomposition of
organic substances.
25. A Chadic language spoken in northern
Nigeria.
26. A digital display that uses liquid crystal cells
that change reflectivity in an applied electric
field.
27. An athlete who plays for pay on a part-time
basis.
29. (astronomy) A measure of time defined by
Earth's orbital motion.
31. (astronomy) The angular distance of a celes-
tial point measured westward along the celes-
tial equator from the zenith crossing.
32. An ugly evil-looking old woman.
33. A member of an extinct North American
Indian people who lived in the Pit river valley in
northern California.
37. A town in Hawaii on the island of Hawaii.
40. A radioactive transuranic element.
42. (Scotland) A small loaf or roll of soft bread.
43. South American cavy.
45. A partially opened flower.
47. Moving quickly and lightly.
49. Last or greatest in an indefinitely large
series.
50. The shorter of the two telegraphic signals
used in Morse code.
52. Of or relating to or supporting Catholicism.
54. A member of the Muskhogean people for-
merly living in northern Alabama.
56. Comprises true vertebrates and animals
having a notochord.
57. Watery fluid of the blood that resembles
plasma but contains fibrinogen.
58. One of the 150 lyrical poems and prayers
that comprise the Book of Psalms in the Old
Testament.
60. An international organization of European
countries formed after World War II to reduce
trade barriers and increase cooperation among
its members.
61. A solution containing a phosphate buffer.
62. A small ball with a hole through the middle.
65. By that means or because of that.
73. A river in north central Switzerland that runs
northeast into the Rhine.
74. Of flowers.
77. Aircraft landing in bad weather in which the
pilot is talked down by ground control using
precision approach radar.
78. A member of the Dravidian people living in
southeastern India.
79. A member of the Iroquoian people formerly
living between Lake Chaplain and the Saint
Lawrence River.
80. A barrier constructed to contain the flow or
water or to keep out the sea.
81. Fermented alcoholic beverage similar to but
heavier than beer.
82. Marked by quiet and caution and secrecy.

83. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. Divulge information or secrets.
2. An island in Indonesia east of Java.
3. Be going to.
4. Statesman who led Northern Rhodesia to full
independence as Zambia in 1964 and served as
Zambia's first president (born in 1924).
5. A unit of area (4840 square yards) used in
English-speaking countries.
6. Very spicy sauce made from tabasco peppers.
7. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat
trimmed off.
8. A hotel providing overnight lodging for trav-
elers.
9. A B vitamin essential for the normal function
of the nervous system and the gastrointestinal
tract.
10. A radioactive element of the actinide series.
11. A large bottle for holding corrosive liquids.
12. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising solely
the razorbill.
13. (Welsh) A warrior god.
14. Fail to keep or to maintain.
22. (Greek mythology) The rarified fluid said to
flow in the veins of the Gods.
24. An organization of countries formed in 1961
to agree on a common policy for the sale of
petroleum.
28. A group of island in eastern Indonesia
between Celebes and New Guinea.
30. Walking on the tips of ones's toes so as to
make no noise.
34. A promontory in northern Morocco oppo-
site the Rock of Gibraltar.
35. Naturally occurring crystalline sodium chlo-
ride.
36. A medicinal drug used to evoke vomiting
(especially in cases of drug overdose or poison-
ing).
38. Hungarian composer of light operas (1870-
1948).
39. Anything that serves as an enticement.
41. Of a temperature scale that registers the
freezing point of water as 32 degrees F and the
boiling point as 212 degrees F at one atmos-
phere of pressure.
44. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls.
46. Tropical woody herb with showy yellow
flowers and flat pods.
48. Expletives used informally as intensifiers.
51. Walk on one's toes.
53. United States astronomer who discovered
the planet Pluto (1906-1997).
55. A man who courts a woman.
59. A metallic element having four allotropic
forms.
63. An analytic or interpretive literary composi-
tion.
64. (Irish) Chief god of the Tuatha De Danann.
66. The act of drawing or hauling something.
67. A member of an Iroquoian people formerly
living on the south shore of Lake Erie in north-
ern Ohio and northwest Pennsylvania and west-
ern New York.
68. A body of poetry that conveys the traditions
of a society by treating some epic theme.
69. Altered from an originally straight condition.
70. Any of numerous agile ruminants related to
sheep but having a beard and straight horns.
71. Someone who works (or provides workers)
during a strike.
72. God of love and erotic desire.
75. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
76. A lipoprotein that transports cholesterol in
the blood.
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