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MANCHESTER: Manchester City’s Vincent Kompany scores against Chelsea during the English Premier League soccer match against Chelsea at Etihad stadium. — AP

MANCHESTER: Manchester City deepened
the gloom at Chelsea with a rousing 3-0 vic-
tory at the Etihad Stadium yesterday that
took them five points clear of the Premier
League champions.

Sergio Aguero opened the scoring in typ-
ically deft fashion in the 31st minute before
late goals from captain Vincent Kompany-his
second in two games-and Fernandinho sig-
nalled the end of a breathless, spiky contest.

The result brought the curtain down on a

bleak week for Chelsea manager Jose
Mourinho, caught in a storm over his demo-
tion of team doctor Eva Carneiro and head
physiotherapist Jon Fearn and who with-
drew his skipper John Terry at half-time for
the first time in 177 league games.

But it was a day to savour for his City
counterpart Manuel Pellegrini, whose side
went top of the table as they marked the
opening of a new 6,000-seat tier in the
South Stand with a performance that sug-
gested they have dislodged Chelsea as the
English top flight’s team to beat.

After angering Mourinho by running on
to treat Eden Hazard when Chelsea were
down to 10 men in last weekend’s 2-2 draw
with Swansea City, neither Carneiro nor
Fearn were present on the visitors’ bench,
but as the home fans would demonstrate,
they were very much there in spirit.

Aguero had not been deemed fit enough

to start in last Monday’s 3-0 win at West
Bromwich Albion, but he returned to the
starting XI in place of Wilfried Bony and was
immediately in the thick of the action. Less
than a minute had elapsed when David Silva
pierced the Chelsea defence with a through
ball, but Aguero’s attempt to nutmeg Asmir
Begovic-standing in for the suspended
Thibaut Courtois-was unsuccessful, the ball
cannoning back off the Bosnian goalkeep-
er’s left knee.

From the rebound, Jesus Navas drilled
across goal and wide, but the pattern had
been set and Aguero would go close on a
further three occasions before finally break-
ing through.

Silva cut in from the right and found
Aguero, who laid the ball off to Yaya Toure.
The Ivorian’s return pass reached Aguero at
chest height, but he chested the ball down
impeccably before easing past Nemanja

Matic and rolling the ball inside the left-
hand post.

All Chelsea could muster in response
was a low shot from Cesc Fabregas that
flashed wide and Eliaquim Mangala almost
made it 2-0 when he headed fractionally
wide from the impressive Aleksandar
Kolarov’s free-kick.

Begovic accidentally caught Gary Cahill
in the face with a punch as the ball flew in
and the sight of Chelsea’s new medics, Chris
Hughes and Steven Hughes, scampering on
drew a torrent of ironic applause from the
home fans, who baited the hapless pair with
chants of ‘You’re getting sacked in the
morning!’ and ‘Eva! Eva! Eva!’

There were more cheers seconds later
when Diego Costa went down after being
caught by an elbow from Fernandinho,
obliging City’s medical staff to go to his aid,
but the snarling Spain striker did not see

the funny side and went after his assailant
as the teams went down the tunnel at half-
time. 

The teams’ re-emergence proved no less
remarkable as Terry left the fray, with Kurt
Zouma taking his place. Ramires thought he
had equalised, only for his celebrations to
be cut short by an offside flag, and despite
Chelsea’s need for a goal, City continued to
threaten, with Toure and Aguero going
close. Chelsea sharpened their attack by
sending Juan Cuadrado on for Ramires, City
firmed up by introducing Samir Nasri for
Navas, before Hazard spurned a chance to
equalise, shooting straight at Joe Hart from
Costa’s cut-back. 

But as Chelsea readied Radamel Falcao,
Kompany climbed highest at the near post
to direct Silva’s corner inside the right-hand
post before Fernandinho’s 20-yard drive put
the game to bed.— AFP

City sharpen Chelsea’s pain
Man City 3

Chelsea 0

LONDON: Arsenal got back on track after
their opening day meltdown as Olivier
Giroud’s superb volley inspired a 2-1
Premier League win against Crystal Palace
yesterday.

Arsene Wenger’s side were embarrassed
by a woeful 2-0 home defeat against West
Ham United last weekend, but they went
some way to restoring their confidence
with a gritty display at Selhurst Park. While
it was still far from a vintage Arsenal per-
formance, there were reasons for Wenger
to be encouraged-none more significant
than the memorable strike from much-criti-
cised France forward Giroud which opened
the scoring in the first half.

Also heartening for Wenger was the way
Arsenal refused to be shaken by Joel Ward’s
excellent equaliser, keeping their equilibri-
um to regain the lead through a Damien
Delaney own goal and holding firm in the
closing stages to secure their first win of
the season. The Gunners hadn’t lost at
Palace since 1979 and extending that run
was essential as Wenger’s team try to avoid

a repeat of the slow start that shattered
their title challenge last season.

Key to Arsenal’s hopes of a first title
since 2004 is the form of Alexis Sanchez
and the Chile winger, making a belated
maiden start of the season after his coun-
try’s victorious Copa America campaign,
was quickly back in the thick of the action.

After Yohan Cabaye’s shot from a Palace
corner had been blocked, Arsenal broke at
speed and Mesut Ozil sent Sanchez
through on goal. However, Sanchez’s pon-
derous touch allowed Ward to block his
first shot before his effort from the rebound
was cleared off the line by James McArthur.

Even so, Palace’s last-ditch defending
was never likely to keep Arsenal at bay for
long and Wenger’s men deservedly took
the lead in the 16th minute.

Lambasted by Arsenal fans for his incon-
sistent form last season, Giroud still retains
Wenger’s support and he showed why with
an instinctive strike that should silence his
critics for a while.

Ozil, surging down the left edge of the
penalty area, whipped a cross towards
Giroud and from 12 yards out the French
striker pivoted to guide an acrobatic left-
foot volley past Palace keeper Alex
McCarthy for his first goal of the season.

Sanchez threatened to double Arsenal’s
lead when he cut in from the right to fire a
low shot that McCarthy pushed away.

But Arsenal’s Achilles heel remains their
fragile defence and they were exposed
again in the 28th minute as Palace, out-

played for much of the first half, suddenly
found themselves level.

With Arsenal’s defence fatally backing
off too far, Yannick Bolasie was able to
chest down to McArthur, who teed up
Ward on the edge of the area and the right-
back drilled a superb strike beyond Petr
Cech into the far corner.

Cech had been castigated for his role in
the West Ham loss and, while this wasn’t an
obvious mistake, he might regret the way
he failed to fully extend his arms as he
dived. While Cech rued the one that got
away, a fine save from McCarthy stopped
Aaron Ramsey restoring Arsenal’s lead
when the Wales midfielder met Ozil’s cross
with a flicked shot.

Francis Coquelin was lucky to escape a
red card when the Arsenal midfielder,
already on a booking, clattered into
Wilfried Zaha just before half-time.

Wenger’s side had another let-off soon
after the interval when Connor Wickham
stretched to poke Zaha’s cross onto the
near post. And Arsenal enjoyed another
stroke of good fortune to go back in front
in the 55th minute when Sanchez’s down-
ward header from Hector Bellerin’s cross
was diverted into his own net by Palace
captain Delaney. In a tense finale, Arsenal
grew increasingly nervous, but they clung
on as Jordon Mutch headed over from
close range and Ward saw his header held
on the line by Cech. — AFP

Arsenal back on track

Crystal Palace 1

Arsenal 2

LONDON: Arsenal’s Olivier Giroud (right) vies for the ball with Crystal Palace’s
Joel Ward during the English Premier League soccer match.  — AP

Man City 2 2 0 0 6 0 6
Leicester 2 2 0 0 6 3 6
Man Utd 2 2 0 0 2 0 6
Everton 2 1 1 0 5 2 4
Swansea 2 1 1 0 4 2 4
Crystal Palace 2 1 0 1 4 3 3
West Ham 2 1 0 1 3 2 3
Liverpool 1 1 0 0 1 0 3
Norwich 2 1 0 1 4 4 3
Aston Villa 2 1 0 1 1 1 3
Arsenal 2 1 0 1 2 3 3
Watford 2 0 2 0 2 2 2
Stoke 2 0 1 1 2 3 1
Tottenham 2 0 1 1 2 3 1
Newcastle 2 0 1 1 2 4 1
Chelsea 2 0 1 1 2 5 1
Southampton 2 0 1 1 2 5 1
West Brom 2 0 1 1 0 3 1
Bournemouth 1 0 0 1 0 1 0
Sunderland 2 0 0 2 3 7 0

LONDON: Collated English Premier League results yesterday:
Crystal Palace 1 (Ward 28) Arsenal 2 (Giroud 16, Delaney 55-og);
Manchester City 3 (Aguero 31, Kompany 79, Fernandinho 85)
Chelsea 0

Playing today
Liverpool v Bournemouth (1900 GMT)

Played Saturday
Southampton 0 Everton 3 (Lukaku 22, 45, Barkley
84);Sunderland 1 (Watmore 88) Norwich 3 (Martin 26, Whittaker
37, Redmond 57);Swansea 2 (Gomis 9, Ayew 52) Newcastle
0;Tottenham 2 (Dier 19, Chadli 45+2) Stoke 2 (Arnautovic 78-
pen, Diouf 83); Watford 0 West Brom 0;West Ham 1 (Payet 55)
Leicester 2 (Okazaki 27, Mahrez 38).

English Premier League table after yeterday’s matches (played,
won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

EPL results/standings


