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BERLIN: Last season’s Bundesliga runners-up VfL
Wolfsburg opened their new league campaign
with a 2-1 win over Eintracht Frankfurt yesterday
as all three goals came in the opening 20 min-
utes. Dieter Hecking’s side, who finished 10
points behind champions Bayern Munich last
season, flew out of the blocks at the Volkswagen
Arena with Croatia winger Ivan Perisic and Dutch
striker Bas Dost putting them 2-0 up. Wolves
were rewarded for some patient build-up play as
new striker Max Kruse fired in a brilliant cross
which Perisic headed home at the far post on 13
minutes.

They doubled their lead four minutes later
after calamitous Frankfurt defending in the area
as Kruse poked the ball across the face of goal
and Dost buried his shot from close range.

Frankfurt fought back with defensive mid-
fielder Stefan Reinartz taking advantage of some
sloppy Wolfsburg defending to pull a goal back
for the visitors on 19 minutes.

It proved to be the end of the scoring,
although both sides had second-half chances as
Perisic in particular went close. Later, VfB
Stuttgart lost 3-1 at home to Cologne as
Anthony Modeste converted a second-half
penalty and Simon Zoller doubled the visitors’
lead two minutes later before Stuttgart’s Daniel
Didavi netted a late spot-kick.

Japan striker Yuya Osako came off the bench
to claim Cologne’s third goal just before the final
whistle by tapping home Modeste’s pass.

After Bayern kicked off the new season with a
5-0 hammering of Hamburg on Friday night,
Borussia Dortmund threw down the gauntlet to
the defending champions with a 4-0 drubbing of
Borussia Moenchengladbach on Saturday.

New signing Douglas Costa was outstanding
on Bayern’s left wing and slotted the final goal
after Thomas Mueller scored twice, while centre-
back Medhi Benatia headed the opening goal in
an impressive display.

However, Dortmund’s new coach Thomas
Tuchel began his tenure in emphatic style as his
side ran riot at home to Gladbach with left-
winger Henrikh Mkhitaryan scoring twice as
Marco Reus and Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
also netted. Earlier, Bayer Leverkusen had
warmed up for their Champions League play-off
clash at Lazio on Tuesday with a 2-1 comeback
win against Hoffenheim.

Leverkusen face Lazio away on Tuesday, with
the return on August 26, for a place in the
Champions League group stage and 19-year-old
Julian Brandt came off the bench to score their
winner at home to Hoffenheim.

Newly-promoted Ingolstadt celebrated their
debut in Germany’s top flight with a 1-0 win at
Mainz as Austria international Lukas Hinterseer

scored their second-half winner.
Fellow new boys Darmstadt finished their

first game in the Bundesliga for 33 years with a
2-2 draw against Hanover as fleet-footed winger
Marcel Heller scored twice and the hosts twice
hit the crossbar. Schalke picked up their first win
under new coach Andre Breitenreiter with a 3-0
victory at Werder Bremen. The hosts conceded
an unlucky first-half own goal when Czech
defender Theodor Gebre Selassie beat Schalke
striker Klaas-Jan Huntelaar to the ball, only for
his clearance to loop over Werder goalkeeper

Felix Wiedwald and into his own net.
Cameroon striker Eric Choupo-Moting con-

verted a pass from his international team-mate
Joel Matip on 68 minutes before Huntelaar fin-
ished off a superb counter-attack on 85 minutes
by 19-year-old substitute Leroy Sane, who had
just come on. Meanwhile, Paraguay striker Raul
Bobadilla penned a contract extension at
Augsburg until 2018 only to be sent off just 45
minutes into the new Bundesliga season on
Saturday in his team’s 1-0 defeat at home to
Hertha Berlin. — AFP

Wolfsburg see off Frankfurt

GERMANY: Frankfurt’s Stefan Aigner (left) and Wolfsburg’s Ricardo Rodriguez challenge for the
ball during the German Bundesliga soccer match. — AP

SWANSEA :  Swansea manager Garry Monk
accused Steve McClaren’s Newcastle of trying to
kick Ecuadorian winger Jefferson Montero out of
the game in the Welsh side’s 2-0 win at the
Liberty Stadium on Saturday.

Goals from Bafetimbi Gomis and Andre Ayew
saw the Swans beat the Magpies in the Premier
League clash, but Monk was irritated by the
treatment dished out to Montero.

“I thought Jeff was a little more quiet today,
but you could see their tactic was basically to try
to kick him,” said Monk, who insisted Newcastle
full-back Daryl Janmaat was right to be sent-off
for his bruising challenges on Montero.

“However, all credit to the referee (Mike
Jones), he spotted that early and quite rightly the
player was sent off in the end. He needs to be
protected.” Montero caused McClaren’s side all
sorts of trouble in a first half that saw Gomis give
Swansea an eighth-minute lead.

In the end referee Jones ran out of patience
with Janmaat, who he booked for a crude chal-
lenge on the winger in the 16th minute. 

Five minutes before half-time, the Dutchman
was shown a second yellow card for tugging the
25-year-old’s shirt. McClaren was less than
pleased with Jones for brandishing the second
yellow card and claimed the official could have
been a little less hasty. “I thought the second card
was harsh. It was a long way from goal,” said
McClaren. “Ok, Daryl had made his presence
known-which he needed to do-but it was a little
tug. I thought the referee could have been
lenient. I could complain but it would be a limp
one. From then on it’s very difficult.” In response
to Monk’s claim that Newcastle set out to target
Montero, McCaren added: “I don’t think we are
capable of doing that (kicking). I don’t think the
game represents that now. Our team is a football
team. We are not kickers, so I would dispute that.”

Ayew, a summer signing from Marseille, con-
tinued his excellent start to life with Swansea as
he bagged the second goal after 52 minutes to
kill off Newcastle’s challenge.

That was the Ghanaian international’s second
goal in as many league games like Gomis-after

netting in the 2-2 draw at champions Chelsea last
weekend. “I knew he (Gomis) would score goals
but he is contributing well all over the pitch too.
It was a great build up for that goal. And Andre
did exceptionally well too,” said Monk.

“I talked to the players all week about good
teams backing up good performances with
another. We got that. They were excellent.”

Former England boss McClaren has yet to
experience a win in his first two league games in
charge of the Magpies, and he pleaded for
improved discipline from his side.

“We’ve learned nothing today apart from we
need to keep 11 players on the field. You can’t
win in the Premier League with 10 players and it’s
obviously very difficult against a very good
Swansea team,” he said. “We lost (Moussa)
Sissoko as well and we had a mountain to climb. 

“So, I don’t think you can judge us on that
game and performance, which is a shame. It’s kind
of a waste of a game when we need to learn about
the players and what we can do and the way we
go about things,” added McClaren. — AFP

FRANCE: Reims’ French defender Anthony Weber (right) vies with Marseille’s French
midfielder Mario Lemina (center) during the Ligue 1 football match. — AFP

PARIS: A first-half Hamari Traore goal hand-
ed Reims back-to-back wins in a 1-0 victory
which condemned struggling Marseille to
their second consecutive defeat of the
Ligue 1 campaign yesterday.

Marseille, still reeling from the shock res-
ignation of coach Marcelo Bielsa following
their opening 1-0 defeat to Caen, failed to
threaten the Champagne side who won
their opening two matches of the season
for the first time since returning to the elite
four years ago.

“It’s satisfying to achieve another win
against a big team after Bordeaux,”  said
Reims coach Olivier Guegan, whose side
provisionally take top spot equal on six
points with Caen, 1-0 winners on Saturday
against Toulouse, and ahead of yesterday’s
later games when champions Paris Saint-
Germain are at home to newly-promoted
Corsican minnows Gazelec Ajaccio.

“We got our own back for the blow last
year,” added Guegan, whose side lost 5-0 at
home to Marseille last season. “The team
were organised, disciplined and structured,
but we have to keep our feet on the ground,
there’s a long way to go.”

Bielsa’s assistant Franck Passi took charge
in Reims but insisted the Argentine’s depar-
ture could not be used as an excuse as
Marseille lie in the relegation zone.

“We have to stop talking about trauma!

We’ve put last Sunday (Bielsa’s resignaton)
behind us,” said Passi. “We mustn’t hide
behind that excuse. But it’s clear that it will
not be easy and it will take time to find a
solution.”

Marseille’s forward line of Michy
Batshuayi, Florian Thauvin, Romain
Alessandrini and Lucas Ocampos rarely
threatened Reims goalkeeper Kossi Agassa.

Winger Alessandrini got a rare chance
after 12 minutes but fired over only for
Reims to break the deadlock two minutes
later, Mali defender Traore volleying low
into the net after Benjamin Mendy had
headed away a corner. Shaken Marseille
paid for their lack of precision and rarely
threatened Agassa, while by contrast Reims
could have added to their tally but for some
fine goalkeeping by OM captain Steve
Mandanda. Mandanda, who was making his
300th Ligue 1 appearance, did well to keep
out another Traore effort on 29 minutes and
David N’Gog’s shot on 61.

Marseille will be desperate for a win next
Sunday at home against newly-promoted
Troyes, who came from behind to claim
their second consecutive draw with a 3-3
stalemate at home against Nice on
Saturday. Passi added: “There has only been
two matches, there’s a long way to go.  I’m
not feeling any particular pressure. We’re
just going to get back to work.”— AFP

Reims bury Marseille

LONDON: Liverpool manager Brendan
Rodgers has given his new players a
sneak preview of Anfield ahead of their
first Premier League home game of the
season against Bournemouth on
Monday.

Rodgers handed competitive debuts
to five new signings in last weekend’s 1-
0 win at Stoke City, which saw Liverpool
prevail courtesy of a memorable long-
range strike by Philippe Coutinho in the
86th minute. Liverpool encountered
some difficulties at home last season,
losing four games and drawing five, and
in a bid to help the new recruits acclima-
tise to the famous stadium, Rodgers
held a training session there on Friday.

“I felt it was important for our new
players, and the new staff, to acquaint
themselves with Anfield,” he told his pre-
match press conference.

“They know how special it is. They
trained well last night (Friday) and obvi-
ously we’re looking forward to the game
today. “It’s a really special place to play
football and it’s going to be very impor-
tant again for us, if we’re going to have a
good season, that our home form is sec-
ond-to-none.

“A big part of that is the support we
receive at home. So we’re looking for-
ward to the game.” Liverpool toiled at
the Britannia Stadium until Coutinho’s
late flash of inspiration and Rodgers will
hope to see more invention from his for-
ward players against promoted
Bournemouth.

New £32.5 million ($50.8 million, 45.8
million euros) striker Christian Benteke
saw his only attempt at goal blocked,
while Adam Lallana was hooked in the
63rd minute after an ineffective display.

Brazil forward Roberto Firmino, a £29
million ($45.3 million, 40.8 million euros)
acquisition from Hoffenheim, made a
late entrance as a substitute and
Rodgers has revealed the 23-year-old
will soon be in a position to start after
building up his fitness. 

Rodgers could name an unchanged
side for the visit of Eddie Howe’s team,
which would mean 18-year-old Joe
Gomez continuing at left-back after
making an impressive competitive

debut at Stoke. Liverpool twice won at
Bournemouth in cup competitions in
2014, prevailing 2-0 in the fourth round
of the 2013-14 FA Cup and then winning
3-1 in last season’s League Cup quarter-
finals.

But Howe will be the first manager to
take Bournemouth to Anfield since
January 1968, when a team playing
under the banner of Bournemouth and
Boscombe Athletic lost 4-1 in an FA Cup
third-round replay. Howe is also expect-
ed to keep faith with the XI that he
selected on the opening weekend,
when the club from the south coast lost
1-0 at home to Aston Villa in their first
ever top-flight fixture. He wants to give
the players who took Bournemouth to
the Championship title a chance to
prove themselves in the Premier League
and aside from Harry Arter, Shaun
MacDonald and Christian Atsu, his
squad is fully fit.

At 37, Howe is one of the most highly
rated young managers in the country
and he is excited about pitting his wits
against Rodgers and his newly appoint-
ed assistant Sean O’Driscoll.

Howe previously worked under
O’Driscoll, who was one of his predeces-
sors at Bournemouth, and has been
impressed by the philosophies that
Rodgers has successively instilled at
Swansea City and Liverpool. “(Rodgers
has) been a role model, really, for me,
someone you look up to and admire,”
said Howe. “I admired watching his
Swansea teams play. “When you try and
analyse games and analyse systems, and
philosophies, he’s certainly someone
that I’ve looked at. I respect the way he
conducts himself as well.”

Howe said that O’Driscoll, who has
replaced Colin Pascoe in the Anfield
dug-out, was “hugely influential” when
the pair worked together.

“I certainly believe Sean had a huge
part in my management style,” he
added.  Obviously he’s moved on and I
haven’t seen or worked with him for a
long time, but I think that stays with
you. I was very lucky, as a young profes-
sional, to have such a forward-thinking
coach as Sean.” — AFP

Rodgers schools new 
boys in magic of Anfield

Monk slams Newcastle ‘kickers’

SPAIN: Athletic Bilbao’s head coach Ernesto Valverde watches play during
a Spanish Super Cup soccer match first leg against Barcelona. — AFP

MADRID: Barcelona boss Luis
Enrique has insisted his side can pull
off a monumental fightback on
Monday to add the Spanish Super
Cup to their 2015 trophy haul
despite trailing Athletic Bilbao 4-0
heading into the second leg.

An under-strength Barca side was
blown away by the Basques on
Friday as they exacted revenge for
defeat in May’s Copa del Rey final at
the Camp Nou thanks to Aritz
Aduriz’s hat-trick and a spectacular
opener from just inside the Barca
half by Mikel San Jose.

However, a defiant Enrique insist-
ed a goal-laden squad spearheaded
by Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez is
capable of turning the tie around.

“We are completely convinced
that if we do things well we will have
a chance,” Enrique said yesterday.
“There is no doubt we will try to do
it. I have looked at the statistics and
last season we scored four or more
goals in 18 games.

“When Barca play well anything
can happen.” It was the first time
Barca had lost by four goals against
Spanish opposition for eight years
and the first time in 14 years they
had conceded four times in two con-
secutive matches.

The European champions had
beaten Sevilla 5-4 after extra time in
energy-sapping conditions in the
Georgian capital Tbilisi to win the
UEFA Super Cup just three days prior
to their trip to Bilbao.

Enrique had left out the likes of
Gerard Pique, Sergio Busquets, Ivan
Rakitic and Andres Iniesta from the
start at San Mames as a result.

Yet, they will be back close to full-
strength for the return with only the
ill Neymar and injured Jordi Alba
missing out. “After the result you are
down because no one expected it.

Even though we didn’t play well the
difference in the scoreline was exag-
gerated,” said defender Javier
Mascherano.

“We need to be convinced that
we can do it. The difficulty is huge,
the result isn’t an easy one but it is
an important challenge for us. No
one has ever done it in a Spanish
Super Cup.

“If we play well we will score
goals. Hopefully, we can get enough
to turn the tie around. “The most
important thing in these type of
games is the mental aspect. The
team is well prepared in this sense.
The desire to win another title makes
you forget the first leg.

“We all believe the possibility
exists to comeback. Obviously it is a
final and the opponent will be pre-
pared, but we know we have to
team capable of doing it.”

Barca believe history could also
be on their side. A Messi hat-trick
sparked a 4-0 win over Sevilla in the
2010 Super Cup after a similarly
weakened side had lost the first leg
3-1. Athletic’s first-leg performance
was all the more impressive as they
are also missing four first-team regu-
lars through injury.

Inaki Williams, Ander Iturraspe,
Mikel Rico and Iker Muniain are all
expected to miss out once more and
Aduriz remains cautious.

“We cannot think that Barca in
their stadium can’t score four goals.
They are the best and capable of
doing anything.” Victory would end a
31-year barren run without a trophy
for Athletic and would be particular-
ly sweet after they lost the Copa del
Rey final to Barca in three of the past
seven years as well as the Super Cup
in 2009. “If we lift the Cup it will be
the best night of my career,” added
Aduriz —AFP

Barcelona boss bullish 
despite 4-goal deficit


